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Press is fully committed to

REFORMED THEOLOGY e

Statermnents on Inerrancy
and Hermeneutics, Within
these conservative
Reformed frameworks, we
are committed to
publishing books that
creatively integrate God's
attributes with all the
other categories of
doctrine and Christian |ife
practice. We start with
expansive categories for
the attributes of God,
show how they are
perfectly reflected in
Christ's human nature by
his offices (prophet, priest,
king) in realms (earthly
and heavenly) and places
(assembly, creation and
diaspora). These
perfections are imputed to
the elect by justification,
imparted in sanctification
and perfected in
glorification. Our vision is
to publish practical
Christian life books that
apply the foundational
principles developed in
this book.
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FOREWORD BY GUY PRENTISS WATERS

Dr. Yate§-oundatiobsok represents an exciting and useful contribution to
creative orthodox§i theological creativity exercised in a way that respects the faith
delivered once and for all to the saints. It shows lsgatematic connections in
theme link the attributes of God not only to Christology and salvation but to
practical Christian living. It thereby contributes to bringing the Goentered
character of the biblical message into fruitful contact with many aséaged, such
as parenting, counseling, and victory overdsin.

Dr. Vern S. Poythressiuthor, Professor of New Testament Interpretation,
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia



orhe work of theology is largely the work of understanding relationships:
relationships between biblical teachings, and relationships between those
teachings and every facet of human life. | have tried, in various books and articles,
to understand these rationships by reference to thEriune God (Father, Son,

and Spirit) and the consequent attributes of divinerbship (authority, control,
presence). The threes make this outlatk-perspectivaldBut now Tim Yates has
sought to present a more detailed analysis he c&llame on steroidé While |
present a threefold understanding, Tim presefdastenfold andysis, a deca
perspectivalism] This blows me away! Well, each generation of biblical scholars
has the right, and the responsibility, to expand the ch@devel of visionAnd

I&n delighted that Tin® thought is not primarily directed toward EurAmerican
academic theorists, but first to the churches of Asia and those who labor among
them. For all its deep content, this book is a document of the Great Commission,
and | pray that God will empower it blgis Spirit to bring insight and Christian
growth.6

Dr. John FrameAuthor, Professor of Systematic TheologydPhilosophyReformed
Theological Seminary, Orlando

Westminster Foundation& Glody as an Integr&mgpective on Reformed
Theologhows that systematic theology and practical Christian living can be
connected through a careful reading of Scripture, and engaging theological
reflections that leads to a living orthodoxy that is biblical, confessional, and
relational. Spirit wrought, Chist-centered, and God glorifying theological thinking
marks Dr. Yatsdwvorkfi a book that will assist the church and academy,
theologically, and in counseling.

Adriaan C. Neele, Vice President, Professétonfiletics and Historical Theology,
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
A testimony from one of my Chinese student$2024)

| experienced spiritual lows and weakndxfore taking your clasg\fter taking your
Reformed Faith and Lifelass and reading
your book my eyes were suddenly opened. |
saw the pride and sinful nature deep in my
heart, and | experienced something | had
never experienced before. Revivall At that
time, | became spirituallyverwhelmed. |
could hardly control my emotions. When |
was eating, meditating, reading the Bible,




praying, i stening to hymns, or doing
his saving work and my own situation. | could hardly stop crying, and then | couldn't
stop feeling joy when | thought about God's grace and love. | sudtenithe whole

world revealing God's glory. Finally, | calmed down and drew these three pictures to
illustrate my transition.

Figure 1:ithere is a road, a main road leading to the cliff, and a small road, passing
through a small cross, leading to a wonderful garden where various flora and fauna.
But everything is almost unrecognizalague, and unclear. There was a man there,
black and dirtyi almost inhuman. It turned out that, actually, he was on a road that
led to destruction.
Figure 2:this person enters a new plaisvard the rightpath. The animals and plants
there gradually became clearer, but their appearance is dtitlewr. Their bodies are
white and blurry. There are some crosses on the road, but they ardisitsted.

There is a person who gradually develof
clarity and has some dim reflections of glor|
on his body, but the person is still not clea
At that time, he finally arrived at a new place]™
but he thought it was himself who was
glorified.

O
= Figure 3:At this point,when he put on his
y glasses, he saw the world clearly. The whole
. . world was telling the glory of God. The birds
e i in the sky, the fish in the lake, and the animals
and flowers on the ground are all clear. They

emit light, representing the glory of the whole
earth and the incomparable glory of the cross. There is a white man on the road with
a cross in his heart, shining atstlight. He was also cleansed. The glory was not from
himself, but from the cros§his man haa brand new drity with his new glasses to
see God's colorful glomeflectionseverywhere. He is walking on a glorious path. It
was God who showed glorp him, onhim, in him, andbyhim toothers.Through
Pastor Yate® t e asodygave mehese new glassés the Reformed Faith & Life
course.
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Foreword

If one were to look for a single word to describe the modern university, it would
be dragmentationd The specialization of academic disciplines and their relative
isolation from one another renders the integration of the disciplines tremendously
difficult, if not impossible. This state of affairs stands in marked contrast to what
university used to be.he disciplines were integrated, and theology stood, as it was
put in the late Middle Ages, as tbgueen of the sciencé3his approach to education
reflects a biblical vision of pursuing truth in the world in the light of the truth of the
Word of God.

In Westminster Foundation& Glody as an Integrating Perspective on Reformed The
Dr. Tim Yates aské/Vhat is it that integrates thdjjueen of the scieno@sHis answer
is the glory of God. Dr. Yates twrmo the Westminster Standards, the fullest
expression of Reformed theology in the ch@giossession, to explicate that insight.

He traces six perspectives from the Westminster Standards (and particularly the
Westminster Larger Catgchishexplores them exhaustively in this book. In doiog s
Dr. Yates wants to show the integrative unity of the Reformed theology of the
Westminster Standards.

The argument oVestminster Foundaisonst a simple one, but it repays careful
study. One virtue of this work is the autl®rconcern to apply the teaching of
Scripture to the minds and lives of its readers. Chapters end with recommended
readings and with questions for reflection and application. A pedagogically helpful
catechism, master figure, and glossary conclude the work.

Readers may not grasp each detail of the ad@hrangument, particularly on an
initial read. ButWestminster Foundatiepays thoughtful, reflective, and prayerful
study. Neither will each reader agree with alMdéstminster Foundationslusions.

But the Godcentered, Godylorifying sweep of this work will surely strike every
Christian reader as consonant with the chief concerns of Scriggthe salvation of
sinners through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ; the formation of a nevehity

in Jesu<hrist; and the call to every believer to live under the Lordship of Jesus Christ
in every sphere of life. Readers will emerge with a deeper appreciation for the depth
and splendor of the Word of God, the call to a fdised, gracbased grasp of the

law of God, the beauty and majesty of the person and work of Christ, the church as
the people of God and the body of Christ, and the high calling, as believers in Christ,
of faithful engagement with the world.

As | wrote in the foreword of the first edition of this book (208 has been my
privilege to witness Dr. Yatéabiding desire to see the people of God in East Asia
grow and mature in Chrishl have continued to witness this fruit of divine grace in
the years since. May the Triune God of Scripture use this work to stir readers to a
God-glorifying vision for faith and life!

Guy Prentiss WatersPh.D.
James M. Baird, Jr. Professor of New Testameatdemic Dean
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MissisSipfpA
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Preface to the Revised Edition

After five more years of research (20022) on howthose united to Christ
reflect God attributes, | realized that the first edition inadequately represented the
integrative approach of the Westminster Standartis.this edition, | only retain
about onefourth of the 2017 edition and add about thfearths ofnew material.

First, the initial eight attributes chosen, the ogp@rspectival approach of the
first edition, failed to harmonize the complete list of about twesgven attributes in
WCF 2:1. If God is indeed ftiibpe my vision then the more luxuriant list of his
attributes needed to be part of tiifwundationsé

SecondChapter 7 in the first edition alerted me to a need for more explanatory
coherence to harmonize those eight initial attributes with the moral law. Some
attributes fit nicely with a specific commandment in the moral law, but others did not.
Since WLGS perspective on the duties of the Christian life uses the moral law as the
organizing framework, this revised edition creates ten logical attribute names to
represent each commandment. Withihe WCF 2:1 attributes list, this deea
perspectival, or decagjical perspective, is added as a subset o8Gmihteousness.

Third, the first edition attempted to show that all eight attributes revealed &od
blessed and cursed faces to those in and outside of the covenant, resp&ctivily
failed to account for th&face®already present in the WCF 2:1 list of attributes, such
as the dove, grace and mem@yf God, compared to higjustice, sirhating-
condemnatiord

As in the first edition, | pursue the goal of memorable transferability in teaching
those who represent the vision of God to others in assemblies of two or more gathered
in his name, those who are evangelists, missionaries, seminary teachers, pastors
disdplers, biblical counselors, married couples, pareatsl Christians working in
the marketplaces of the world. To that end, | replacedtheiattribute prefixes with
supremelyor supra and adapted WCF 2:1 attribute hames to show their positive
meanirg rather than negation (fro@mmutabledto cconsistend).

| identify six structural patterns in the Westminster Standards used to integrate
systematic and practical theology. This book is the content of a grathak
integrative seminary class | teach called Reformed Faith & Lifeadtalso adapted
for a church membership class | taught to youth, demonstrating its scalability for
various discipleship needs. May these Westminster Standards perspectives reveal the
dfoundation®of Reformed theology. May theRrbbring lex Christoy to the Worle
through you!

Tim Yates
Taipei, TaiwanMarch 15202






INTRODUCTION
Joy to the World by Mediators Administering Lex Christi Blessings

If we sample the best lyrics in tigeeat worship hymns of the church, we
find something of who God is and, by analogy, learn how we should more
closely reflect Go#l likenessd J oy t o bnle ef ouMaworitedhynins
serves as the title for this serjesranging celebratory music witlrepeating
the sounding jo§of the coming olex Chrishilessings and the removal of the

lex Christiurses among thivorld 6of people and théhorn-infestedd cearth

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let evenheart prepare Him room,

And head and nature sing,

And head and nature sing,

And hea, and hea, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His loYe.

This is theWestminster Foundatigreduction to the beginning of aloy
to the Worldéseries dedicated to exemplifying, proclaiming, interceding, and
administrating thelex Christiglories of his righteousneé3.hrough Christs

llsaac Wattghymn (1719), based on similar themes in Psalm 98.
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lex Christi righteauls over the nationthey provedthat druth and gracéand
avonders of his low@blessings flow everywhere, removing the cursds»of
Christisins, consequent sorrows among men, and thorns in the ground.
Christ& kingdom rule causes men, fields, floods, rocks, hills, and plains to
repeat the sounding joy of the blessed extension of His kingdom over the
punishments of sin in this world (WLC 28). This hymn captures the essence

of this projec& scopeto represent Christ bgprovingdthelex Chrisglories of

his righteousness that extend blessings and reverse curses among men and the
creation.

Purposes in Developing this Project

In 1997,1 completed my Doctor of Ministry project in Biblical
Counseling? The project connected systematic theology wpttactical ways
to interpret the Bible that could help counselarsderstand and use these
connections in counseling. During a D.Min. module class break, Dr. David
Powlison askedne aboutmy plans for ministry and that project material.
recall sayingl was thammering boundary markers into the ground and
plannedto spend the rest ahylife building and refiningny ministry teaching
themes within these markers.

By the grace of Godl,havebeen able to pursue that ministry plan by
teaching in seminary and other contexts in East Asidthe USAThis book
combines twentyfive years of podD.Min. research, teaching, and writirig.
my work of trainingbiblical counsebdrs on a seminary leu@002-present),|
have been privileged to teach foundational doctrine and topical application
classes to CRTS students and expository preaching to public groups in
churches and seminars. This intermittent and diversified arrangement has
forcedmeregularly to approach previous material with the benefits of fresh
insights. While the organizational scheme and the chosen terms of the model
have changedyygoal has not: all along, the intent has been to make the model
more portabl& more quickly grasped, applied, and passed on.

2Timothy P. Yated)oxological Counselor Training: Visually Mapping an Applied Systematic Theolog
an Aid for a Counselor Hermebectiiz of Ministry Counseling dissertation, Westminster
Theological Seminary, May 1997. A free digital version is available for download from
www.bethoumyvision.net
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Model portability is a need thal havewitnessed among East Asian
Christian circles, where closed countries limit church leadabslities to
attend to quality control in the training and theology they offéfhile the
seminary model in open countries is identical to the West, local church
leadersin closed countriedave resorted to intensive-erson miniclasses
and online classes. Consequently, there is little opportunity for a residential
faculty that models, explains, and helps students apply mateg theological
formation from a consistent, orienting framework. Depending on availability,
students get an eclectic selection of viewpoints and topics from teachers and
books of various theological commitments (Evangelical, Reformed, or
Charismatic). he local program also depends on the local church lgaders
theological discernment, financial independence, and connections to outside
networks. Even if these local leaders cooperate only with teachers sharing
Reformed commitments, the specialization amdagulty also tends to
fragment various class topics into isolated theological pieces without any
organizing rubric under which all these truths cohere.

To overcome this fragmentaticseminary faculty, counselors, atttlirch
leaders need a portable, orientinReformedtheological framework to
organizethe biblical topics theyteach and to evaluate the books and articles
they reference in teachingiocalReformedpastors also need an integrated
perspective as an exegetical tool to help them interpret any text of the Bible
and preach and teach in ways that show these connections between God and
our derivative likeness to Christhumanity.We need portableintegrated
Reformed theology models that can shaorteansfer timesand increase
replicability forinternationalleadership trainingThis book attempts to fulfill
these neglected integrative and portable needs

What Is Reformed Theology?

For readers who may not be familiar with Reformed theology and its
importance as a perspective to interpret the Bible, one could perhaps start by
looking for historical names like Augustine, John Bunyan, Martin Luther, John
Calvin, John Owen, Thomas Bropkshomas Watson, Jonathan Edwards,
George Whitefield, William Carey, Charles Spurgeon, Abraham Kuyper, A.W.
Pink, J.C. Ryle, B.B. Warfield, and John Murray. One may also be familiar with
names from a sampling of modern authors like J.I. Packer, Phil Rigken,
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Piper, D. A. Carson, Wayne Grudem, Guy Prentiss Waters, John Frame,
Richard Gaffin, Vern Poythress, G.K. Beale, Sinclair Ferguson, Tim Keller,
Paul Tripp, David Powlison, Ed Welch, Jay Adams, Derek Thomas, Stephen
Tong, Bryan Chapell, AMohler, Bruce Ware, Thomas Schreiner, James K.A.
Smith, Mark Dever, Kevin DeYoung, Jerry Bridges, Richard Pratt, R.C. Sproul,
Joel Beeke, and Rosaria Butterfield.

The Reformed theology publitomain reference works mentioned below
proliferate online and in print for those readers who wish to study this further.
Reformed theology, also called Calvinism, derives from John &#lgiitutes
of the Christian Reljgiae of the most published and translated summaries of
Reformed theology in Europe and beyond since his definitive 1559 Latin
edition. Reformed theolo@ most complete summary is found in the
Westminster Confession ofik@itheWestminster Larger&tmatter Catechisms
completed with Scripture citations in 1649, called Westminster Standards
The Heidelberg Categhiammore devotional summary of Reformed theology
using a questiorand-answer format in the firsperson singular, based on the
structure of the Apostle® Creed the LORD® Prayer, and the Ten
CommandmentsThe London Baptist Confgd3®1689jis also considered a
Reformed Baptist confessiolborrows most of theVestminster Confetsign
but holding only to adult believer baptistty immersion (LBC 29:2, 4i
omits Westminste infant baptisnmby sprinkling(WCF 28:34) and omits a
presbyterian system of regional authority over individual churches (LBC
26:1415 cf. WCF 31:3The Canons of Doreject Arminian theology about
human free will and show a biblical view of @slovereign power to save and
keep all he predestined to eternal litk. Christia® Reasonable Sebyice
Wilhelmus a Brakel draws together a mature understanding of Reformed
theology and practical Christian living in 105 chapters. B.B. WaifiEthd Plan
of Salvationoffers an excellent compdrge summary of various
denominational definitions of the prime cause of salvation.

3 Reformed Baptists who affirm LBG6ttps://1689londonbaptistconfession.coméffirm a
symphonic attribygespective (LBC 2:2, see Chaptets)dasymphonic perpanspective (LBC

2:3; 3:6), a covenant of works with Adam (WCF 7:2; so LBC 20:1), and a covenant of grace after
Adant fall (WCF 7:3, so LBC 73. Also, Reformed Baptists have a catechism nearly identical

to WSC& symphonic perspectives, only excluding infant bapti§anjamin Ke&c@atechism,
endorsed by John Piplettps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/&e&ettechism
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As a system of teachings derived from the Bible, Reformed theology is
most notable in its emphasis on Gagowerful, sovereign grace in salvation.
It demonstrates from Scripture that God provides everything needed to
accomplish salvation. God elected his chosen people before the world began
He accomplished redemption in Christ, raised Christ to glory, antl the
Holy Spirit upon his messengers. All he has chosen receive a new heart tc
freely believe the message they hear or read, repent and be forgiven of sin
(past, present, and future), grow in true obedience to God, and persevere from
falling away untithey meet Christ.

A common objection to Reformed theology is that this absolute
sovereignty of God in electing a people would mean that men are robots
without freedom of choice. To this, one might reply that because we have
Godd sovereign promise and actual power to save, not just an offer of salvation
humanity, as robotic slaves to their sinful natures, can become truly human by
Godd electing and saving grace! Reformed theology agrees that men freel
choose to believe in Christ. Nevertheless, based on Scriptural teaching
Reformed theology also affirms that ndanatural bondage to desire sin and
dislike of the duties of the entire moral law must be broken by a supernatural
work of regeneration before he can believe. Martin Ltgondage of the Will,
Jonathan Edwardd~reedom of the \afiltl John Owe Death of Death in the
Death of Chrisill answer on@& questions about the relationship between
salvation and the human will. Thus, Reformed theology teaches its followers
true humility in glorifying God: salvation isy sovereign grace, received by
faith so that no one can boast about having chosen to believe in Christ simply
from neutral, selempowered free will (Eph. 28).

There are many influential Reformed seminaries that contribute to the
preservation and promotion of the Reformed faith: Reformed Theological
Seminary (with ten branch campuses from New York City to Houston),
Westminster Theological Seminary (Philadelphisyestminster Seminary
California (Escondido), Covenant Theological Seminary (St. Louis), Calvin
Theological Seminary (Grand Rapids), Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary (Grand Rapids), Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary
(Pittsburgh), Greenville Resbyterian Theological Seminary (Taylo8C),
Geneva Reformed Seminary (Greenville), Birmingham Theological Seminary
(Birmingham), Whitefield Theological Seminary (Lakeland), Metro Atlanta
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Seminary (Alpharetta), New Geneva Theological Seminary (Colorado
Springs), Western Reformed Seminary (Tacoma), and -Mitkrica
Reformed Seminary (Dyer). Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
(Louisville) considerably influences the Reformed Baptist traditi

Many churches using the name Reformed also adhere to Reformed
confessions and catechisms mentioned abdwet not necessarily.
Historically, Presbyterian churches have adopted the Westminster Standards,
but some mainline churches have drifted away from their theological
moorings, denying their stated doctrinal standards. In the year 2000, the
Baptist Faith andViessage Study Committee gave a report to the Southern
Baptist Convention reaffirming its 1925 and 1963 editions dBaip#ist Faith
and Messagkich reaffirm a Reformed statement of @osovereign power in
salvation. However, given this denominatioommitment to local church
independence, member churches decide whether to adopt this report or this
doctrinal statement (LBC 26:1¥b). Influential Reformed pastors like John
Piper and Reformed seminary professors at Southern Baptist Theological
SeminarfSBTS) have a growing influence through their books and ministries.
SBTS has reaffirmed its founding 18&&tract of Princiglest also clearly
expresses Reformed theology.

Integrating Reformed Theology with Practical Life

The Westminster Standardsepresent the.ORD,* his work, and his will
to us in an integrated form. Careful study of both the content of their
subtopics and how they structurally format these documents will give us their
portable model for reforming faith and life. However, we must consider how
Westminster® theology explains our growth to better appropriate their
foundational vision of how Gd&l glory integrates their various theological
subtopics. We experience the application of @odecree to save us as his
elect by a second representative, AdamLibrD Jesus Christ, our mediator,
who fulfilled the covenant of works. God made his will known to us through
representative ambassadors of his #mealm, heaveearth kingdom by his
providence. Th&ORD uses these witnesses to effectually call us into union

4 This capitalized form dforpis used in the printed English Standard Version (ESV) Bible as
the translation of the name of YHWH, Yahweh, as when he passed by Moses hidden in the rock
and proclaimed his name and attributes in Exodus-34:6
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with Christ in the covenant of grace by the Holy Spi@ur effectual call
(WLC 67) provides ability to do ourst39 C duties as a gift of grace, so that
no one can boa8tfter receiving this initiafaith-gift that justifies and adopts

us (WLC 70-74), we must exercise and increase our faith for the duty of
sanctification according to the standard of thMolemoral law, or law of
Christ, lex ChrisRom. 6:114; 8:4), which includes th& C exerciseof faith

to perseveein times of suffering.

In both heavenly and earthigealms, we join with various assemblies of
two or more gathered in his nanfidatt. 18:20) There, Christ is present by
the Spirit and supported by the ministry of myriad elect angelsjnbisible
churchriumphant with the firstborn saints in heaven. On earth, thsible
churchmilitant exists in the earthly assemblies associated with marriages,
families, schools, seminaries, publishing and translating companies, libraries,
webpages, businesses, neighborhoods, triaeguages, regions, and nations.
In this invisiblevisible synergy, these assemblies continue to withess to us
and show us how to exercise our union with Christ unto maturity. The
apostleg§and prophetébiblical witness give the presuppositional foundation.
Extant writings of guides and teachers give the applications. We are also
blessed by the exemplifying, proclaiming, praying, and administrating
applications of the embodied souls of spouses to edmdr,qtarents to their
children, authors to their reats, counselors to their counselees, seminary
faculty to their students, elders to their flocks (additionally by the
sacraments), general assemblies and presbyteries to their local and missior
churches,and national assemblies to other national assemblies. All these
witnesses are synergized within our inwaoditward life experiences, within
our places (assembly, creation, diaspora) and daily roles, as we seek God b
these witnesses, enabled by the TriunerRD who works to make them
effectual in the process of change. God works a synergy of invisible and visible
spiritual and relationalmaterial, over the timeline of our lives.

WLC provides one perspective summarizing excellent witnesses received
with effectual results.

5Rom. 3:27; 4:22; 11:18; Eph-2:8
6 Luke 8:135Jas. 1:8, 25 Rom. 5:3; 8:1B9;Rev. 2:14% WLC 105prohibits &iscontent
and impatience at his dispensations, charging him foolishly for the evils he inflictgon us
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Question 139w is the Word of God to be preached by those that are
called thereuntoAnswerThey that are called to labor in the ministry of
the Word, are to preach sound doctrine, diligently, in season and out of
season; plainly, not in the enticing words of mawisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit, and of power; faithfully, making known the
whole counsel of God; wisely, applying themselves to the necessities and
capacities of the hearers; zealously, with fervent love to God and the souls
of his people; sincerely, aiming at his glory, and their conversion,
edification, and salvation.

Question 180hat is required of those that hear the Word preached?
Answerlt is required of those that hear the Word preached, that they
attend upon it with diligence, preparation, and prayer; examihat they

hear by the Scriptures; receive the truth with faith, love, meekness, and
readiness of mind, as the Word of God; meditate, and confer of it; hide it
in their hearts, and bring forth the fruit of it in their lives.

Some readers may have had the privilege of growing up within a godly
family (yourprototypicassembly), participating in a godly church connected
to godly regional and national churches with mature statements of faith and
wise constitutions within schools, communities, and nations that also
honored those who practiced the moral values of theathand exercised its
disciplines, arrests, prosecutions, and judgments against all forms of societal
ungodliness. However, only some of us grew up surroundeddsflent
witnesses or received those witnesses with optimal results.

We require restoration in multiple categories to become godly witnesses
in our realms, places, and roles. One form of restoration can come from a close
study of the applications of Westminsi@mature heavenlgoul guidesand
on this foundation, as bodied souls on this earth, we exemplify, proclaim, pray,
and administrate its applications by our roles in our realms and places.

By God@ grace, starting from godly marriages &aahilies and moving
outward, these relationships can be capable of the most transformative
discipleship in Go& kingdom’ Pastors and teachers can participate in this

7 Gloria Furma® books such asAlive in HirfWheaton: Crossway, 201@re full of rich
theological truths applied to motherhood. In times of church persecution, war, slavery, human
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transforming vision through our educational roles in churches, schools, and
seminaries. If we leaydesireand live outWestminster® systematigpractical
theology and practice in our assemblies, our witness will influence creation
culture stewardship and our relationships with n&@hristians in the
diaspora Persevere through these following pages and pray that God will use
Westminstei® guides and these adaptations for a transformed perspective.

This book limits most biblical quotations and text references, background
theological discussion, author citations, and links to other resources to the
footnotes unless directly quoting a biblical text. As a result, the book is a kind
of handbook, linkingsummary principles within the book text to lists of
biblical references in the footnotes. Emulate the Bereans by searching
Scriptural passages listed in the footnotes to assess the truth of these
summary principleg¢Acts 17:11)

The primary goal for each reader is to learn more about lbaragm Deo
before the face of Godnjoying hindthrough all aspects of our spiritual
relationalmaterial existence. Part of the journey means learning a theological
taxonomy of Westminstes structural rubric with some new vocabulary
words and the biblical principles underlying that scheme. When the reader
studies the umbrella theme of Ghdjlorious attributes and the patterns used
by Westminste$ guides to integrate all other biblical thesnbe can practice
a dynamic adaptability tailored to his discip@sftuations and personalities.

All the best howto books, with their immediately accessible, uf@ndly
principles, will seem to save time by offering quick solutions. However, what
time and understanding would be gained in the long run if every déescipl
could see an expansive matrix into which many principles fit, identifying
problems and solutions with integrative biblical resources?

trafficking, genocidal purging, terrorism, or social uphe@wahen families are scattered, and
bearing and raising children is traumdtiperhaps the most influential transformative
discipleship we can do is by the extended body of Christ, crossing falbiliadaries to care

for the enslaved, orphans, widows, and the socially oppressed.

8 Abraham Kuyper suggested a sphesémfluence model and godly sgjbvernance within

each sphere in hisectures on Calvimsprint (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987). Also, 1 Timothy
3:45, 15 highlights the importance of church elders managing their own families well to care
for Gods household. See Chapter 14 on spbavereignty critique.
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Finally, this is a work in progress, even as this book is a significant
revision of the first editiorof this bookusing material from a thregear
research and Ph.D. thesis writing project entitlddaptingheWestminster
Standar@sloral Law Motif to Integrate Systematic Theology, Apologetics and Pas
Practice Onefourth of the original 2017 Foundatidraok remains. My
theological systemgets upgraded through the hermeneutical spiral of
theological studies, biblical theology studies, and studies of -metaative
themes in the Bible. Each deeper study can be compared with this operating
model of transformative discipleship to determine if it functions as a
subsidiary application of thegeerspectives or alerts to missing elements that
revise the entire mod#.

For Reflection

What do you hope to gain from reading this book? Are you more interested
in a different theologal perspective, or do you hope to gain practical
application tips?

How do you think knowing God better or differently might affect your life?
The following chapters will constantly refer to discipleship or to counseling
as the primary term for those who have biblical influence over dihars.
Brainstorm a list of your spheres of influence and the prominent people
within those spheres. Where are your primary opportunities to influence
others: family, school, community, church, or workplace? With wicam
youapply the new perspectiggrou get from reading this book?

What is your level of familiarity with Reformed theology? Which topics,
books, authors, seminaries, or doctrinal statements discussed in the
Introduction might pique your interest fdurther study?

9T Yates, 2021, PDF version of Ph.D. thesis available onliveabethoumyvision.netor
https://repository.nwu.ac.zaearch under electronic theses and dissertations, theology.

10John Calvin revised himstitutes of the Christian Rdbgiotimes over his lifetime due to
constant insights gleaned from continual study of other theologians and preaching, teaching,
and explorations in biblical theology and pastoral practice. For an exciting philosophy of
learning any subject to bless theord and enrich communion with God, see Esther Meek,
Loving to Know: Covenant Episté@adoggde Books 2011). See adtein.D. thesis, 1.3.2, for a
summary and analysis, supplementing a contrasting need to use coesmaity attributes

like hate and separation to engage this w@rldursed, fallen, and evil elements. For more
straightforward ideas, see Esther Mdatnging to Know: The Philosophy of Knowledge for Ordinary
PeopléBrazos Press 2003).



CHAPTER 1

SurveyingCurrent Reformed Perspectives

The Problem of Integration in Reformed Theology

Most Reformed systematic theology books divide doctrinal material into
seven categories: Scripture, God, man, Christ, salvation, church, and future
fulfillments. Each category may contain many historical and biblical details
that can confuse the new distdpand become independent topics of study.
Most Western Reformed seminary curricula divide these seven categories
into two or three separate cl assesi
the Westminster Confession ddrhiffatechisms offer bteviated summaries
of the central doctrines, but both firdime readers and eager seminary
students are likely to miss the structure that integrates the entire system.
Since the quantity and complexity of existing doctrinal material make it
difficult to understand the relationships between these seven categories,
better integrating perspectives are needed.

Perspectives for Integrating Reformed Theology

Consider two perspectives on Reformed theology or two different
structural ways Reformetheology has been organized or integrated: linear
history and reflective perspectives. Each structure is a broad umbrella
category that subsumes several unique perspectives.

Linear History Perspectives
Thesdinear models show the flow of salvation history and its promised
fulfillment in creationfall-redemptiorconsummation

One example of this perspective is the redemghigtorical approach.
The New Testamergospel itself is a proclamation of the history of Christ: his

10ne systematic theology calls itself 0int
subsets of theological studies; séerdon R. Lewisand Bruce A. Demaresintegrative
Theolod®rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996h that book, the six subsets of doctrine are
relatively unchanged. The integration proposed in this book attempts to integrate biblical
theology with the six systematic topics and provide practical applications in each subset.


http://www.amazon.com/Integrative-Theology-Gordon-R-Lewis/dp/0310209153/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1341380220&sr=8-1&keywords=integrative+theology
http://www.amazon.com/Integrative-Theology-Gordon-R-Lewis/dp/0310209153/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1341380220&sr=8-1&keywords=integrative+theology
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pre-existence as theecond person of the Trinity, incarnate as man, crucified,
vindicated in his resurrection, ascended to intercede for his elect, empowered

to send the Spirit, and returning to judge. In Romans and Ephesians, Paul
draws parallels between the elect and thettiiy of Christ: elect in him before

the foundation of the world, called out of unbelief into saving faith, crucified

and dead to sin, vindicated by rising to life in the Spirit and raised to glory

with Christ. Thus, linear history is a valuable and vaiiggrating perspective

on Reformed theology, even if 1t neg
the whole creation and neglects his relationship to those he curses.

Reflective Perspectives

We encounter reflective perspective models in a variety of Reformed
books, both theological and practical. These models are analogical because we
mirror God through analogy. In this view, we can learn about who God is,
what he is like, and how we can alldwg divine traits to transform our hearts
and |ives. These integration model s
believerds | ikeness. Given Godds con
sanctification, these models lead us to trust God to disgiaypower of the
new covenant, transforming us into his likeness.

The most common reflective perspective in Reformed theology
emphasizes the attribute of love. By highlighting this attribute, we can see
parallels throughout the assorted topics of systematic theology: Christ is love,
the Spirit is love, and God is love tihe gift of his only Son and his gift of
Scripture). Further, sal vation bl es
(justification), imparting his love into the hearts of believers (sanctification),
forming a fellowship of love (marriage, family, chgyrgtromoting loving
outward ministry and service (neighbors, outsiders, unbelievers, those in
need), sending his loving angels to serve and keep his elect from falling away,
and fulfilling his loving promise in bringing them into their future eternal
home.

This perspective cantendtoovermp hasi ze Godods f amil
attributes but ignore his familial enmity attributes. God is perfect love for all
he elects to salvation. He is also perfect hate to all he passes by and leaves in
their sins in Adanilt may alsotendtooves mphasi ze one aspeé¢

2Heb. 1:9; Eph. 2:3; Rom. 2271:2682; 2 Thess. 198 See chapter 5.
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work, such as preaching the cross as the primary demonstration of his love.
However, each of the systematic ¢t}
performs a role in transforming believers into his likeness since each person of
the Triune God and all hisevks reflect his divine attributes.

Reformed Authors Incorporating Reflective Perspectives

Nearly all popular Reformed biblical counseling books use the reflective
or analogical model. These books are all useful as perspectives on biblica
ministry (parenting, counseling, marriage, marketplace ministry) since
everything Christians should do isfterned after God as Father to Christ the
Son and to us as adopted children.

Jay Adamsd books provide wus witdl
applicable models for biblical transformation in his two crucial biblical
counseling booksThe Chri stian Counsel or6s
CounselirmmdA Theology of Christian Counseling: More than*Redeamption.
every topic of discussion, Adams weaves analogicatilGthrist themes
that should be reflected in believers by the power of the Spirit working
through his Word. For example, since through his Word, God accomplishes
four things (teaching, reprang, correcting, and disciplining in
righteousness), counselors are then called to image these activities with
counselees: judging the life based on biblical norms, convicting of actual sins
against God and man, changing specific patterns of life intontdnss of
righteousness, and structuring an entire life of godliness beyond just the
presenting counseling problems (extending to work, school, health, marriage,
sex, finances, family, friendships, church Hfejfe-modeling discipleship of
counselors to counselees is essential because that is the pattern shown
between the Father and Christ as Son, even as parents araiscipdeship
models for their childref.

3Jay AdamsThe Chri sti an Couns el oCoorselifdenduiRagdids: T h
Zondervan, 1973) anl Theology of Christian Counseling: More than (GrdeohfRiapids:
Zondervan, 1979).

4AdamsThe Christi am4dgR0/nsel ords Manual,

51bid., 982.
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For example, the Dbiblical counsel ol
Godds goal for h i depth atchpw Adams luseg theu s |
reflective perspective in applying the theology of who God is to biblical
counseling. G o dhérenewvgploohithe dif/ire imagednman.s. 0t
reflecting the true righteous8Sinreess an
Jesus used Scripture to r €SincsGodiSat an
holy, so must we be hohfhe grace of forgiveness God granted us through
faith in Christ requires our forgiveness of those who have wronged us.
Human love must be a reflection of the love of CHfiRighteous anger
shoul d be patterned after Godos an
limitations and structures, which means moving away from destructive anger
through knowing the forgiving love of God in ChridEacing suffering comes
from knowing Christ, who learned through sufferi®id d ams 6 couns e
theology reflects a Geslaturated vision.

A few more recent books that use an analogical method in biblical
counseling models are worth noting. Paul Tripplim st r ument s i n |
Handsyrgues that the goal of biblical counseling should bméme Christ the
King as his loving, knowing, trutkpeaking ambassadors for redemptive
change in a fallenworldl n Davi d Seemgvwith New iEyes. Counseling
and the Human Condition Through the Lens bftSicaptmenseling should be
done in a mode of prayerful supplication so tlgtthe filling power of the
Spirit, counselors may creatively apply the Chiist i ed Wor d t o pe
situations!*Finally, Larry Crabb teaches @onnecting: Healing Ourselves and Our

6 Adams,A Theology of Christian Couri2ingdamsT he Chr i st i an2l2ZC8ensel o
also 177,179,182, Pive fruits of the Spirit r e ffilled c t God
man:249, 254, 256, 258, 261.

‘AdamsThe Christi arM97Counsel ords Manual,

81bid., 209.

91bid., 66.

101pid., 119, 1863, 415.

bid., 34809, 354, 366.

12AdamsA Theology of Christian Courseing

Bpaul Tripp,l nstruments in the Redeemerds Hands: P
Chang@hillipsburg: P&R, 2002), 2. This section provides the master summary list.

14David Powlison,Seeing with New Eyes: Counseling and the Human Condition Through the Le
Scriptur€Phillipsburg: P&R, 2003). The first three chaptes Coun s e | Ephesi ans,
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Relationshipshat since the Trinity is r1el
exists for relationships?

Of course, authors cannot cover everything simultaneously. Criticism
based on what topics he or she omits in one book may be unfair because i
does not represent their fully developed systengeneral, however, existing
doctrine of God models are not welbnnected to Christian transformation
models and must be integrated into them more thoroughly. Also, the
fragmented specialization of scholars and book topics make it difficult to find
specalists who can combine theology and practical application. Becafl
how teaching responsibilities are typically divided in seminaries, theology
faculty teach theology and write theology books, while practical theology
facultyandpasteca ut hors are expected to tea
relevance to practice.

In my teaching experience, students accept and use the various models
mentioned above as if they were the ultimate biblical counseling models
without grasping why or how they correspond to the complete picture of
Godds attributes. An usexgnoreticistic npder s |
will benefit both theologians and practitioners.

Existing Attempts at Integration

Theology and practical theology books by John Frame and Vern Poythress
use repeated tiperspectival themes derived from the ways each person of the
Trinity works in the created world: the Father exedsthorityas the one who
decrees all that comes to pass, the Son exmtdrolas the one who
accomplishes what the Father decrees, and the Spirit operates psebence
to apply the work of redemption. Frame and Poythress use this tri
perspectival method to explore connections to other theological and practical

God, 6 a nRblescaGdoRElatipnships: Ephesians %21 odn) a helpful counseling
model from Ephesians.

5L arry Crabb,Connecting: Healing Ourselves and Our RéM#ehsiiigps Thomas Nelson,
2005).
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topics®* While Frame derives a tperspectival approach from the roles of

each person of the Trinitypelievethat these three themes afithoritycontrol,
andpresencean al so be connected to all ot
works show his glorious attributes. These authors propose that theological
topics can be integrated by using the L&rdriune persons and attributes as
perspectives on all theological topics. The authors of the Westminster
Standards use a similar integrating perspective but with more depth and
detail. This book proposes a perspectival approach to theology based
explicitly on and adapting WCF 24 structure of Godds
persons and attributes) revealéal on, iandbyhis creatures’

Sadl vy, todayds most popul ar refl ec
historical Westminster Standards. This producesfragmenting
disorganization in theological instruction, especially in the areas of practical
theology and biblical counseling. Popular authors writing from these
perspectives derive insights from biblical concepts and insightful theologians
but neglect theshared synergy of our Reformed Westminster Standards.

The Westminster Standards® <covenal
reflective and linear historical perspectives. Multiple linear historical
covenants with various Old Testament subthemes become new covenant
fulfillments, superseding those Old Testament ther\&CF 7).God reflects

0 To say tLore for e®aongle, is 0 say that haes the world by his authority
(parall el to the Fatherods authoritative pl a
accomplishment), and his intimate presence
application of redemption. | [John Framehdi it valuable to apply these triads to ethics
(Doctrine of the Christian efiegtemology(Doctrine of the Knowledge pfa@ddndeed the

doctrine of God itselfThe Doctrine of Gant},other theological doctrineSélvation Belongs to the

Lorp Abdrew P. Sandlin, OReflections of a Life
John Fr 8peekingdTruth m Love: The Theology of Jelitefeilayndohn J. Hughes
(Phillipsburg: P&R, 2009)82.Al s o, see OA Primer on Perspec
articles on their website for a good sampling of both authutte (/www.frame-poythress.ory

In this o0Primerdé article, Frame also adds th

the Christian life, what he calls deperspectivalism.

7Fr ame chose t hr-ereatioorefledBry dtfiilsutessuthertyt contra, pregence

In chapter 5ic onnect similar derivative attributes
supremely harmonisauhis creatures reflect this within rolesaafthority, submission and equality

God issupremely powedal his creatures reflect ability, powand controlGod issupremely
presenso his creatures reflect lngesence
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numerousattributes as covenant maker by the Ten Commandments as the
law of the covenant (WCF 192), by Christ as new covenant fulfiller (WCF

8), and by the Spirit as new covenant applier (WCF118 ) . Furthe
covenants reveal reflective elements in Chaistethics. The moral law is
written on the heart as promised in the new covenant (WCF 14:2; 17:2). The
church communes with the mercy of God in Christ in tle&RD& Supper, the

seal of the covenant (WCF 27:1; 28:1; 30:3). Parents covenant with God to rais
children in Godds I|likeness in infe
28:19) We anticipate the New Jerusalem and the eternally fulfilled promises
of the new covenant where perfect reflective righteousness reigns in the new
heavens and earth, shown by Godds |

Having shown these integrative patterns in a cursory examination of the
WCF, we will research more carefully in the following chapters and consider
six perspectives explicitly derived from the Westminster Standards to help us
integrate systematic and pracal theology.

For Reflection

This chapter has several statements about the need for a more
comprehensive modeonnecting theology and practice. Which of these
statements do you find the most compelling?

Which models of integration (linear or reflective) have you read or heard
about? In what contexts?

How mi ght this study | i n knbreof yooror e
Christian life be helpful to you?



SECTION ONE:

W ESTMINSTERS SX SYMPHONIC PERSPECTIVES

Chapter 2:Receiving and adopting th&€onfession of Faitid the
Catechisnug the ReformedChurchdshould mean we accept
the six observable perspectives in the Westminster
Standardsasdfaithfully represening the theologytaught in
the Holy Scriptures

Chapter 3: All moral prescriptions can be seen as falling under the
headings of one of theen Commandmentsand each of the
TenCommandments helps to interpret the others

Chapter 45:God3 attributesrecurthroughout theology

Chapter 6Thepersons of th&Trinity recur throughoutheology.

Chapter 7Righteousness, as definedthg Ten Commandmentsacurs
throughouttheology.

Chapter 8:Theology can beorganized as answers to what we are to
believe about God and what is the duty of mankind.
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Figure 1tLex ChrisDRL (Dominion ofRighteousLord) Six Perspectives






CHAPTER 2

Westminster & Six Perspectival
Toolsfor Integrating Theology

Adopting the Westminster StandardsdSystem of Doctrine

The Westminster Standardspmpleted in 1645 during the flourishing of
Puritan England and composed of t@enfession of FAMCF), the Larger
Catechisf/LC), and theShorter Catech(g$¥$C), is perhaps thenost mature
theological summary of Reformed theology in existence. Its pastbiors
resourced many Reformed works from church history, but they made
particular use of the century of Reformed scholarship, confessions, and
catechisms which had been deymd since the life and work of John Calvin.

TheseStandardsdefine Reformed orthodoxy and enable church elders
and seminary scholars to discern heresy. Reformed churches primarily use the
Standarddor recitation in theLORD&® Day order of worship, classes for elder
deacon training towards ordination examinations, and occasional Sunday
school classes. Perhaps most significantly, tBésedardsare the basis of the
formal ordination vows taken by elders and deacons and signed pledges
required of seminary facultgnd board members in appointment to their
respective positionshatvowreadeaaes f ol | ows: o0Do you
adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as
containing the system of docire taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you
further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with any of
the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own initiative,
make known to your Session the change which hastakace in your views
since the assumpt i dlproppde thatlthis gow affirndsi n ¢
the We st mi nst e rdefiget sheotbgicaldcentenand its integrating
perspectival themes as accurately representing what the? Scriptures teach.

1 Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian @mecttaichapter 24:6, Question 2.
https://www.pcaac.org/bco/

2The WLC oOsystem of doctrined about God ar
theological structure of Romans. I n contra:
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Teaching elder candidates affirm both definitions and systems of doctrine
because both are part of ti&tandards In my experience participating in
presbytery and general assembly meetings of the PCA and in reading the
minutes of exceptions which teaching elder candidates enter into presbytery
records at their examinati onsagcorhio o0n
with the fundamentals of the system
mani festing His own glory ilmsevdry, u
claimed an exception, refusing to ad
righteousnessé|[that] doth for ever b
to the obedience thereof; and that, not only in regard of the matter contained
in it, but also in respect of the authority of God the Creator, who gave it:
neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, any way dissolve, but much strengthen this
obligation. 6 (WCF 19: 2, 5) . As such
received and adopted. But the questremains, have they received adequate
appropriation for discipleship training in seminaries and churches?

Dr. Sinclair Fergusoresources WCF for Reformed theological clarity and
expands on the integrative possibilities of WCHe provides both its
summary teachings and evaluative reflections on the integrating motifs of the
Holy Spirit and federal covenant theoldbide alsch i nt s t h adnly WCF 2
manifesting His own glonn, by, untandupon he mé) coul d be a
outline for atleast four sermonsStivasonhighlights connections between

is similar to Ephesians. See Stephen CasBalline Rule Maintained: Anthony Burgess, Covenant
Theology, and the Place of the Law in Reformed (@6h6lappciéms. 4062078)0 Su mmar y
Findingsdéd that demonstrates how the theologi ¢
of the Westminster Divines, whose published wovindiciae Leglgectly influenced the

Conf es s i o orbtlse maral tad (cimpter 19), was based on careful original language
exegesis of key biblical texts, study of the history of interpreting those texts, interaction with
contemporary interpretation, ecclesiastical and pastoral concerns for the churchtidapa

and sensitivity to the progress of revelation that led to fulfillment in Christ.

3 The author's academic research on published works and articles in English is relatively
extensive, observing that modeday discipleship training neglects these two themes.

4 Sinclair Ferguson, "The Teaching of the Confessibe,Westminster Confession in the Church today:
papers prepared for the Church of Scotland PaneAtas@aictreeon, ed. (St. Andrews Press,

1982, 2&9).

5 Audio file from time stamp 15:3®:30 at https://media.thegospelcoalition.org/iwp
content/uploads/2017/11/15002710/SirERigusorWestminsterStandards5-Chapters2-

3.mp3
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chapters in WCF 148 about the knowledge of God and the benefits
conferred under the covenant (effectual calling, justification, adoption,
sanctification) and mandés duty (fa
assurance).

However, traditional uses of the WCF tend toward using it as an
encyclopedi a of d ocupposeithisdodok cbiddfpersuade i
readers to receive and adopt WCF 2:2 as a perspective on the Reformec
system of doctrine taught in the Scriptures. Further supposeWHat could
be received and adopted as a perspectival system of doctrine with a
pedagogical purpose for training disciples in homes, schools, presbyteries, anc
seminaries.Imagine both of these perspectives were included in faculty
pledges of the Reformed seminari®eformed seminaries would start
reappropriating the system of doctrine taugh WCF 2:2 and WLC into the
specializations of various seminary departments. Their graduates would
populate the presbyteries and church pastorates, preaching, counseling, and
teaching their oO0received and adopt
adafs the integrating perspectives of tistandards Ordination candidates
would be examined on both doctrinal definitions and system of doctrine
perspectivesWe would enrich our systematic and practical theology by a
more careful study of the perspectivalstem of doctrine taught in the
Standards

Basic Westminster Standardsd 0Sys

Following are several perspectival affirmations of $t@ndardswhich |
hope can become consensus principles for Reformed teaching elders anc
deacons.

1. We affirm that theWestminster Standardsontain both definitions
of doctrine and integrating perspectives taught in the Scriptures.

2. We praise God for the wisdom of ti8andardgo define doctrines
while we repent for neglecting

6Jeffrey Stivason, 0The Logic of Westminste
https://www.placefortruth.org/blog/thelogic-of-westminstersconfession



24 W ESTMINSTERFOUNDATIONS GOD&GLORY INTEGRATESREFORMEDTHEOLOGY

perspectives’ T h a t osystem of doctrineo
perspectives:

a WCF 2 defines Godds gl ory as
persons, which glory God reveals to, on, in, and by his creatures.
This two-fold glory is evident throughout all the doctrines in the
Standards Appropriating the glory of attributes and Triune
persons is a fundamental part of our calling to maturity in the
knowledge of God and renewal into his likeness in Christ.

b. As an application of (a) aboverezurring motif of righteousness
or holiness is woven throughout the doctrines tBandards

expl ain. Essentially, the motif
as reflected in his creation of men and angels with a linear history
of original righteousness; Ada

federal head of the human race; the promise of restored
righteousness through OT prophets, priests, and kings;
restoration of a federal head for workscomplished
righteousness in the sewtd Adam as Spirianointed Messiah;
his propitiation for sinners at the cross; proof of his
righteousness by the resurrection; sending of the Spirit to apply
righteousness to the elect by an effectual call into union with
Christ in the covenant of graceah credits righteousness in
justification, adopts the elect into a righteous family, imparts
righteousness in the vivification of the Spirit in the visible
church by the Word, sacraments, and prayer until the perfection
of spirit-righteousness in the interediate state at death;
followed by the perfection of boesoul righteousness after the
resurrection and welcome in the new heavens and new earth.

c. WLC structuresthe Word of Godunder two major headings:
descriptive presuppositions about Scripture, God, and his works
in creation and providencd WLC 1-90) and prescriptive
presuppositions aboel9G)Theexardse dut
of the benefits of Christds me

7”Many churches use WSi@ various educational contexthere itsbrevity only explainsthe
metastructure of faith and obediene@thout attention to parallels in the means of grdce
anddefinesthe moral law as the standard of obedie(ae However, he detailed logic of the
Ref or med 0 sy s(d)-€ehexpoebseddCFt2and\WleCdan be observed more
careful study of th&tandards
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depends on diligent and proper use of the means of grace (Word,
sacraments and prayer, WLC 153), each of which usesathe
descriptivepr escri pti ve structur e.
structuring the Word -L79proddng nt
a preface about God and hi s

mor al |l aw duties. The O0system
ocomeéeadad i n MBtptovidmgva @efabe abaotite
character and work ob o u r Fat her in heav

petitions of theLor dds Prayer asking f
perform our duties to God anc
structuring the sacraments i ¢
texts signifyingndsealings in the covenant of grace followed by
duties toexhibibr applyour union with Christ in sanctification.

d. The Standards define righteousness by the moral law, organizing
all duties and prohibitions in Scripture under one rubric.

e. WLC definesrighteousness as a unified whole consisting of ten
inseparable sets of moral duties that mutually require the others
within the set to function competently.

3. We pray for the eager acquisition of researched knowledge and the
reappropriation of wisdom in our churches and seminaries so as to
Oreceive and adopt the Stapdade m o

We invite teaching elders and seminary faculty to join us in the recovery

of these perspectives and in developing fresh competerartidalatindghis
system of doctriné.

80 . The. seconardination vow binds the subscriber to the Confession of Faith and
Catechisms, which he has vowed to receive and adopt as his own confession; not just so far as
they happen to contain the system of doctrine taught in Scripture, but because he recognizes
them to be a faithful summary of scriptural doctrine." "We do not insist that one must accept
every minute detail but rather that no chapter of the Confession of Faith, or Catechism
Question and Answer may be rejected in its entirety or in respect to itsfewtures" ". . .
Candidates for the office of deacon and elder (ruling and teaching) [are required] to submit in
writing to the clerk of the appropriate Judicatory, the points of doctrine at which they diverge
from the standar dsRepfortth eo nc huhrec hS.e"c oonSlp eOcrida
Presbyterian Church, Evangelical SynodM@@neral SynoMinutesMay 14, 1971, pp- 63
Documents of Syppd314823https://www.pcahistory.org/rgo/rpces/docsynod/314. hifar
thorough history reaching the same conclusions as the RPLES, see Morton H. Smith,
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Our System of Doctrineas a Perspective oBiblical Interpretation

We affirm the concerns of biblical theologians that a proper receiving and
adopting of this system of doctrine must be a biblically derived system that
enhances textual nuances and discourse analysis. WCF 1:9 affirms that
Scripture must interpret Scriptureimplying that our system of doctrine
receives and adopts the nuances of individual authors in individual books in
their historical settings. WCF 1:9 implies a system of doctrine that affirms the
mutual complementarity of various biblically derived pergpas to enrich
our biblical understanding. Thus, when we receive and adopt\thstminster
Larger Catechasncontaining the system of doctrine taught in the Scriptures,
we are not using it as a wrecking ball to demolish all nuances in biblical
theology. The vow to receive and adopt WLC is a perspectival claim. Our vow
claims Scripture teaches this system. Wfeow, and Westminster pastors
knew, that other confessions, creeds, synods, and catechisms use other
organizing frameworks.

At this point in the discussion, readers might benefit from a review of the
hermeneutical spiral, meaning the various influences on our healthy Christian
maturity. This spiral hel ps us to |
Standards as containing ttey st em o f doctrine taug
within other biblically valid perspectives. Scripture interprets Scripture, but
our many contextualized exemplars, presentations, prayers, and applications
of Scripture form touchpoints for our receiving anapting the Standards.

From an expansive |ife perspective
creates new life dynamics that impact us spiritually, relationally, and
materially. God's providence works in mysterious ways through our past
experiences of virtue in family, churéducation, and politics. Sins associated
with our gender, social position, culture, family, church, and political
experiences often create groaning de:
curses. Within these expansive contexts, God reveals himgélisomediate
representatives based on their experience of the Word, sacraments, and

OSubscription to the Westminster StMdcddards i
America Journal of Thedldi$B) 9:1, 4802.
https://www.midamerica.edu/uploads/files//pdf/journal/03journal9 1smith. pdf
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prayer. We experience other's maturity written docume(€ripture and
reflections of other saints on Scripture by confessions of faith, catechisms,
articles, books, scriptural songs) aimperens (parents, church and seminary
leaders, caring Christiansjhe Spirit uses all these touchpoints to truth and
our groaning under sin's curses and punishments to pursue us and unite us
effectually to Christ so that we pursue God by the means al®ud
strengthens us as we pursue opportunities to become pdésoiakers of
others (as parents, church leaders, counselors, prayer partners, and ftiends)

‘ Biblical Interpretation in the hermeneutical spiral I

[ Family, church, educational, political experiences shape worldview & ethics

Historical theology: understanding of truth
since the canon of Scripture finalized

\ Mature systematic theology: WLC 2-90 |

Biblical theology: OT-NT books in context ]

| Mature practical theology: WLC 1, 91-196 ‘

Exemplars of this spiral in your
visible church experience: WLC 159

Your mature lex Christi
attitude for learning: WLC 160

The Spirit works God's purposes in
you by the Word, sacraments, prayer

Apply Word by 6Rs: research, reckon, reassure,
reform, remove, with results
Exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administrate
truth in your realms and places by your roles

Figure 2: The Hermeneutical Spiral

The ordination vow requires that WLC be received and adopted as
containing the doctrine taught by the Scriptures. That is, we esteem it as a
mature perspectival presentation of the biblically taught system of doctrine.
From the point of taking that vow onard, we should seek to use WLC as one

9 For anecdotal evidence on how the English Puritans understood WLC could be used for
fathers developing their hermeneutical spiral, see Richard Bax@hristian Directghygonier:

Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 198#print), 478479. Starting with books on true Christian
conversion and sanctification, fathers should also read and memorize the Westminster
OAssemblyds | argero catechism to omet hodi z
t hor oughl y Thataddéional teadingishodld include books on systematic theology,
the ApostlesCr eed, the Lordds Prayer, the Ten Con
comforts in affliction, biblical commentaries, church unity, and refuting prevailing heresies,
such as Roman Catholicism
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of the influential perspectives shaping our hermeneutical spiral and ministry
of the Word, especially ifReformedseminar esgstemizatiorof knowledge

Exodus 20:217as a Perspective oBiblical Interpretation

A single biblical text shapes the structure of WLC's mature systematic
and practical theology. When we receive and adopt it, we use Scripture to
interpret Scripture (WCF 1:9) and Scripture to produce changes in us. As
mentioned above, gyt eML Cofdi drd adtersi meudr
God and his works (WLC 80), followed by man's duty (WLC 91
196)Careful readers will note that WLC uses Exodus 20:2 as the summary of
the Reformed faith (WLC 101 explains the preface to the moral law as a
summary of W.C 590 about God and his workd:am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of siadary
uses Exodus 20:B7 as the summary of tReformedlife (WLC 103148).

WLC's entire rubric adapts a biblical, texterived structure. It is not the
onlysystem of doctrine possiblbut Westminster pastors and scholars undoubted]y
chose it as representing the system of doctrine taught iDdbe Bisiphaas
every sermon, book, and artioteisbe divided into these two parts? Of course
not. Nevertheless, it does mean tifate do choose to divide a sermon into
these two parts and examine biblical texts using this rubric, are
representing the system of doctrireught in theLargeandShorter Catechisms
based on a system of doctrine taught in Exodus-2@:2If our seminary
students invest time in understanding and applying it, thall benefit by
thinking through Westminster's theological pedagogy and improve their
application of the moral law to all topics of practical theology.

Perspectival Use oExodus 20:317 toDefineMan&s Duti es

Drawing out the implications dhe Reformed lif@oerspectiveabove does
WL C0O s system of doctrine validate
commands and prohibitions of any biblical book under the rubric of the moral
law? Let us step back to read insights from a related mediate representative,
Archbishop James Ussher.sHtatechismA Body of Divinitie: The Summe and
Substance of the Christian Religiomf{lLlé#sgd the hermeneutical spiral of
the WLC authors who adapted Ussherds
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the categories, wording, and system of doctrine taught in Vi@ssher
taught that everything commanded or counseled in Scripture derived from
applications of the moral law and that all men should justify everything they
do under its headings.

Doth not the Gospel add other Precepts or Counsels to those of the [moral]
Law?

Not any other in substance of action, but only reneweth and enforceth
those of the [moral] Law, Joh2. 7, 8. and specifieth some duties, as of
faith in the Messias, of the Sacraments, &bich have their generall
ground from the Law. As for those that are propounded in form of
counsell, and doe concern things indifferetiey are not therefore arbitrary
courseReV3. 18of higher perfectionch lesse meritorious of greater glory,
but as they are applyed with due circumstancesiecessary precepts
referred to some or other Commandement of the LayMatt. 19:23)

the neglecting whereof excludeth from the kingdome of God.

€[ El]very one should have a warrat
Go d& .

WL@GStructure as PahiPeirpsppieacntsi ve on

Consider the ways WLC uses Philippians as proof texts in relation to
WLC. WLC 1-90 categorize some Philippians proof texts under the rubric of
God and his works. WLC 9196 categorize other Philippians proof texts

10John R. Bower, The Larger Catechism: A Critical Text and Introduction (Grand Rapids:
Reformation Heritage Publications, 2010) 18. See additional confirmation in Harrison Perkins,
oOManuscript and Materi al E v i dAeBody ef Difirdtie (164%3) me
Evangelical Quarte89.2 (2018), 18435. My study of Body of Divinidfad WLC confirms
significant structural, linguistic, and theological correspondence.

11Bold anditalicsmine J a me s  |AsBedly ef Ditirstie: The Summe and Substance of the Chr

Religion(London, John Downame, 16583, 205.
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A64622.0001.001/1:5?rgn=div1;viewHfadtitessed September 24, 2023
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under the rubric of man's morlw duties to God? That rubric defines our

use of the Word, sacraments, and prayer as a2l 3' C duties (WLC 108,

112). Of notable interest, WLC chooses one text to correspond to each of these
three means of grace: the Word (LC 1
prayer (LC 190e).

The WLC authors use the Exodus 2I'2 system of doctrine taught in the
Scriptures (God and his works; man's duties) and place texts of Philippians
under that system. In this way, WLC uses its system of doctrine to
placevarious duties and prohibitions in Philipjeatise moral law rubric. For
example, it classifies Philippians 4:8 a$'®9 d usttyudyoi ng and pr
of whatsoever things gqoedtregor hodes

God and His Mands duties
2051 .. ... .. 46 0000 A ...
2:6 ... ... 108c¢c, 178hLC 36y
2:7 185b, 193c|,LA9YB7Mb;
2:8 ...LC .390|,.] 2:.21. .
49s 1: 27
2 :0B1 3:17 . ... ....|b.
2 0. 2:3 ... oY
2:9 124 ... .. ... |LC.54y .
3 0% . 4.8 .. ... .. ..|0od ... ..
3:10 4:11 ........LC.650q, .-
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12The Westminster Confession of Faith & Catechism, as adopted by the Presbyterian Church in An
Proof Tex{®©rthodox Presbyterian Church, 2005), 442. The small letters in the téleieosv

correspond to the textual footnotes in this PCA/OPC version of the WLC.
https://www.pcaac.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/04/Scripture2022.pdccessed September

25, 2023.
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Six Perspectives Named

Admittedly,ldon ot merely identify the pe
of doctrined but create name ,sowmcdapt
publ i c domai n (CC by SA 4.0) rea
international Reformed churches. Not every Reformasdtor or theologian
will agree with every detail, but hope that the fathers and brothers can
correct any erroneous adaptatiomMdy pedagogical goal is to train the next
generation in a more useful model of the Reformed faith and its life
applications & | have done in nohurch andseminary teaching

The six perspective namesymphonic moralgymphonic commandments
symphonic attributegmphonic perseysnphoniex Christi, and symphonic
pedagogicall, borrow the metaphor of a melodic motif using the adjective
0Osymphd®miyd¢ .h r esgngphommetapbor tb mean the coherence of
various biblical themes into a symj

These perspectives are also ways that Christ administers his lordship. As
we grasp the patterns; see the world through them; and act asaRedLs
representatives in the assembly, creation, and diasporaptieexercises his
kingdom dominion over the universe through us. The name for the six
symphonigerspectives combined is thex Chrisbominion of theRighteous
LORD, or lex ChrisDRLfi his kingdom comes via the rule of his law.

This book begins with the basic repeating melodic motif, the chorus
which is repeated in the symphony
fundament al mot i f -pesr sVgeesctthdaptisg itesrnd. s

18 SeeVern S. Poythresssymphonic Theology: The Validity of Multiple Perspectives in Th
(Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed, 2001).

14Frame(Doctrine of the Christian20@8, 397399) defined Christian ethics using the term
Odepcear specti val i s m7Tén Cansnareiments prayidettédn gerspectives ono
human life. It is not that each commandment deals withréf Christian ethics; rather, each
commandment deals with the whole, from a particular perspeétivadapt his term as a
perspective on other systematic and practical theology topics, not just the Christian life.
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ol aw of Chri st o plédxChrismetf>Thiephrase meanst hi s
what traditional Reformed Evangelicalism has taken it to mean: the moral law,
Christds kingdom | aw, the | aw that b
curses and punishments. That now applies to redeemed believers who are
crucified to sin and resurrected to the life led by the Holy Spirit, who represent
its spiritual, relational, a n@Thenat er
wisdom of theWe st mi n st e lex Ghtisthatidisawowkrs throughout

its theological structures using six explicit integrating perspectives on
Reformed theology.

We begin with the most apparent perspective in the Chrisiymphony.
The first integrating pattern is theymphonic morggyspective, meaning that
thelex Christir the moral law is the structural outline for all biblical duties or
prohibitions from anywhere in the Bible. WLC 1029 organizes all duties
and prohibitions throughout the Old and New Testaments under their logical
Ten Commandment headings.

We name the second integrating motif thleymphonic commandments
perspective, meaning that each moral law commandment forms an irreducibly
complex unit of ethics that interprets, supports, and reinforces the other
commandments. Any sin against any commandment includes interrelated
synergies which break other commandrgerThis perspective is explicit in
WLC 28, 99, and 151.

The third perspective comes from th
structure, provided in one clemdyrly d
mani festing His own glory in, by, ur
them, or upon them whatsoever Himself pleaseth. We name t hi

15The author created this Latin phrase in 2Go® the sound of historical gravitasasy
memorability, its simplicity of spelling and to make readers curious about its freshly nuanced
meaning beyond WCF 19:6 or WLC-98 uses of the moral law to know our sin, to see our
need of Christ and to learn our moral duties to God and man. Aifirthie connotations of its
usesin 1 Cor. 9:21 or Galatians 6:2eth€hrisgihrase differs from the Latin Vulgate, translated
aslege essem Clanigtiegem ChristespectivelySome online sources use tkis Chrisgihrase.

16l uke 4:1819; Rom. 8:4; Jas.-2B
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symphonic attribpexspectivé’Th e vocabul ary represe
in WCF 2:12 serves as symphonically repeated motifs throughout

West minsteros syst emat Chuistiaa iwinesses a c
responsible for teaching others should consider a paradigm shift to a more

comprehensive mod&lnamely, that all o f Godos attrib
communicable, derivative sendédapting the 27 attributes of God in WCF
2:1, w e wi || expand on t he attri

righteousness by creating attribute names representing the thrust of each
commandment. Eaclex Chrisattribute has a derivative reflection in each
commandment of the moral law, as well as reflections in renewed@and 0 s
righteousness expanded to specific terms reflecting each moral law will
significantly contribute to rebal a
of God and caution against overusing the moral law to condemn sins, as is
typical in Reformed chuktworship services. The perfect humanity of Christ
reflects Godds supreme righteousne:
are namederivative attribut@bey yield applications to the many areas within
the Christian |ife wherein we need
structure of WCF 2:8 that God reveals his glorious attributésus,onus,in

us, andbyusil we will propose a modified list of attributes.

The fourth perspective is called tlsymphonic pergmarspective. This
perspective means that the persons of the Trinity are yet another unifying
motif which is threaded throughout the various systematic and practical
theology topics. WCF 2:3 (on the persons of the Trinity) provides a brief
introduction to the symphonic Triung@ersonsotif in the Confessiondn the
unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, anc

17This symphonic attribyiesspective is only implicit in WLC 4, 11, 13, 32, 56, 69, and 101 by
searching for repeated vocabul ary, ogloryéo
we notice these integrative c Christistobderalftes . I
in his coming again to judge the world, in that he, who was unjustly judged and condemned by
wicked men, shall come again at the lastidayregiower, and in the full manifestation of his own glo
and of ,withal higholy dngels,@vish a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trumpet of Godto judge the world in righteouéness

18Affirmed byWayne GrudemSystematic TheolGggnd Rapids, Zondervan: 1994), -I5énd

John FrameThe Doctrine of Gddllipsburg, P&R: 2002), 399.

B®We could call this model o6John Frame on st
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eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is
of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding: the Son is eternally begotten of the
Father: the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and theTden
person of Christ is highlighted in WCF 8:2, while the rest of WCF 8 explains
his mediatorial work. The work of the Spirit applying the redemption
accomplished by Christ is a motif woven throughout many of the WCF
chapters. Thus, each person of the iyirworks actively in cration and
providence.

The fifth perspective is theymphorliex Chrisperspectivemeaning that
the lex Christhotif repeats in the historicaledemptive topics of systematic
and practical theology. For example, tt@rDZ attributes reveal hitex Christi
righteousnesd-e creates Adam in hiex ChristikenessAdam fails thdex
Christcovenant of worksThe second Adam must come to fulfill theg Christi
covenant of works, which he did, proven by his resurrection. The exalted
LorDJesus Christ effectually calls us to union with himself in the covenant of
grace by the Spiritds work through t
these derivativdex Christattributes onus, impart themin us, and to be
displayedbyus. The new earth and the New Jerusalem will be an eternal
dwelling of lex Christilessing, while hell will be a place of alek Christi
curses.

The sixth perspective, th&ymphonic pedagggcspective, joins all these
el ements together into a unified whc
theological integration provides symphonic pedagoggrapective?’ Two
significant themes structure the WLC: Godescribirtgs person and works,
and manprescribifgs duties. These two headings and their detailed contents
give us descriptive and prescriptive presuppositions as a topical outline for
integratingll the other five perspectives and providing an outline to add more
details about God or man. Christians may use all other dibifcal
knowledge that conforms to these presuppositions.

20For one author who highlights the symphonic pedagogical structure in WER Hbout the

knowledge of God and the benefits conferred under the covenant (effectual calling, justification,
adoption, sanctification) and rkeapeSeverante,t y (f
assurance), see Jeffrey Stivason, 0The
https://www.placefortruth.org/blog/thelogic-of-westminstersconfession June 1, 2021,

accessed March. 7, 2023.
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Ways to Receive and Adopt This System of Doctrine

Those who have received and adopted this system of doctrine should be
most willing to learn and apply the perspectives identified in this book. Each
perspective emphasizes some truths while muting others. However, we
should not use them to deny complemewgtauths or demolish the nuances
of biblical theology.

In the following chapters, the six perspectives appear in the order in
which theywere introduced aboveDavid Powlison challenges counseling
theoreticians and practitioners to develop a Grand Unified Theory (GUT) of
systematic pastoral practiééthat will 0 pr obe t he depths
heartémap the diversity of individu
the image of Jesusé. Our i nstitut
rootedé[ and] our understandi regftojof t
work out the renovation of our humanity in daily life and in our social
e X i s t?’®owtisen afso notes that this GUT will correspond to existing
confessions and creeds. Thi s al ig
identifying several neglected structures of the WCF and WLC that can give
the church foundations for systematic pastoral pice>?

The WLC doctrinal system organizes all man's duties under a moral law
rubric. Thus, | propose that Standardffirming teaching elders would be
most consistent in teaching any topics of practical theology under headings of
manos mor al l aw dwWuUCi 16%160 and kheir cited | | ¢
prooftexts could easily form a partial rubric for a seminary class on preaching,
Christian education or counseling.

preach sound doctrine, diligently. .plainly . . .in demonstration of

the Spirit, and of power; faithfully, making known the whole counsel
of God; wisely, applying themselves to the necessities and capacities
of the hearers; zealously, with fervent love to God and the souls of his

21David PowlisonThe Biblical Counseling Movement: History dGteamstesio: New Growth
Press, 2010p8183.

221bid., 283.

231bid.
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people; sincerely, aiming at his glory, and their conversion, edification,
and salvation.

hear the Word preached. .with diligence, preparation, and prayer;
examine what they hear by the Scriptures; receive the truth with faith,
love, meekness. .meditate, and confer of it; hide it in their hearts,
and bring forth the fruit of it in their lives.

The West mi nst er systematio daadr gracfical theology
integration deserves some haming upgrades to export and attractively market
its Osystem of doctrine. 6 These per:
permit creative engagement with biblical texts, people, and exilptical
knowledge. They also enable enriched discipleship, whether in advanced
seminary, Christian college, or grade school instruction; the counseling office;

t he Sunday school c¢classroom; proescho
family and homeschooling contexts.

For Reflection

i. In what ways have you experienced theological fragmentation in your
church or seminary experience, learning individual doctrines without
organizing structures?

i. Do you under srecive@ndtadopt the Qomfesdioa of Baith
and the Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scripturesm to i
integrative systems of doctrine, such as those explained aBapé&in
your answer.

iii. Explainhow Exodus20:2 7 functions as a biblic
structure.

iv. What value might be gained for disciples by seminary teachers, pastors,
counselors, and authors using the WLC rubric to present all practical
theology under the duties and prohibitions of the moral law?

v. Review the six perspectives described in Figure 1 above (p. 19) and try to
explain each in your own words from memory. What advantages might
you gain from using them as your worldview, philosophy of life, and way
of seeing throulgbse perspectives to interpret everythihg



CHAPTER 3

Lex Christi in Symphonic Morality
and Symphonic Commandment$erspectives

Prescriptive Presuppositions Explained: Symphonic Morality
Perspective

The first WLC perspective is the foundational motif used in all the other
perspectives. Since Westminster's biblical morality falls under the scope of
the Ten Commandments, | call this tegmphonic moratierspective! This
perspective is summarized lave for God and love for neighbor (WCL 102,
122). On these two Great Commandments, the WLC builds its understanding
of the moral | aw. The WLC uses the
notéd and two oOyou shall édéljfocciRaeme m
ten sets of duties and prohibitions drawn from logical connections to any
related biblical morality from anywhere in Scripture (WLC 1D#9). For
example, in WLC 108, the’2ZC prohi bi ti on oyou sha
i dol s6 cr eatnegs saetcoonft rdaust i es t o Or €
the use of prayer, the Word, sacraments, church government and discipline,
fasting and vowsdé which are al/l d
related to proper worship under the terms of the exant.

Expanding on this biblicabymphonic morghgyspective, th&VLC 152
196 further explains its summary &t C duties with even greater detail
related toeffectual use of the outward means (Word, sacraments, prayer) to
receive the benefits of ChThebillidals m
teaching about prayer (WLC 178B5) is an expanded explanation of the
duties of the  C, and to that is added the specifics of th@rDS® Prayer
(WLC 186196) as a structure for worship and intercession to receive new
covenantbenefitt e x pansi on of Christds Kking
from temptation and evil and removal of its sources, provision of daily bread)
and enable performance of new coverdutteg hal | owi ng Godd ¢
his moral will, forgiving debtors)As an example of the biblical legitimacy of

1See the authords Ph. D. t hesi s-148 onzhe thordl law. t h
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creating this logicafymphonic morgtigyspective, notice how Paul reframes

the 8" C as a prohibition and duty withinone vergel. et t he t hi ef
steal [prohibition], but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own
hands, so that he may have somet hing
(Eph. 4:28). Further, by examining the Scripture intkexthe WLC, readers

note that themajority ofproof texts fom the entire book of Proverbs are
placed under the rubric of its moral law expositidthis illustrates that the
Westminster pastors used the rubric
scattered wisdom verses undieir corresponding commandments.

However, when detailing each commar
does not include every possible nuance of biblical moraBgme of its
emphases reflect the sharp turns away from Roman Catholic errors that, today,
need larger biblical headings to define the overall virtue of a commandment.

To use the moral law outline to exposit all morality in the modern age, some
adaptationsand additions will be requiretiFor example, | adapt the@C as

the virtue requiring us to be procovenantal, meaning that theart angractice

of all proper worship must be according to the demands of the covenant under
which Goddés people Iived. This 2nd
specifics of WLC 10110, focusing on what defines proper corporate worship.

| also adapt the ™ C as the virtue requiring us to develpmtheosynchrony
meaning we align our l'ives with God
weekl vy cycl es, annual patterns, I
interpretation of historyi past, present, and fute. This 4th C virtue is a

larger category than the specifics of WLC-12%, focusing on the observance

of the LORD® Day. The specifics of these commandments are defined in
Chapter5 (pp.70-77, noting God'ssupraighteousness t r i but es an
derivativelex Christiirtues.

2 https://www.pcaac.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/11/WCFScripturelndex.pdf

3For the best study on WLTen Commandment virtues, s@hnM. Frame,The Doctrine of the
Christian Lif@hillipsburg; P & R 2QL8.

4 See my PhD thesis, chapter-4.8, on detailed relationships between various commands.
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Delivered from the sins
against each command

All the law and prophets
integrate under this structure
Matthew 22:40

Figure 4: Symphonic Moraliterspective.

In Figure 4, thehanger symbolacross the top represents tisgmphonic
moralityperspective, a metaphor for hanging all biblical teachings about
righteousness or unrighteousness under its outline of two/ten
(duty/prohibition) Commandments. Matthew 22:40 encourages this type of
scalable suprstructure by noting that all the law and the prophets depend
on the two greaCommandments.
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Significance of this Perspective

Why is this symphonic moraliperspective critical?Because any
instructions to counselors and counselees, pastors and members, and parents
and children, from anywhere in Scripture, are meant to be organized under
the rubric of thdex ChristiVe should work to continue the system of doctrine
set down by the Westminster pastors. By attempting this reorganizing effort,
we all gain essential benefits. We see the continuity of the Christian life for all
the saints. We minimize the topical fragmaitibn so prevalent in Reformed
practical theology and counseling books and articles.

Consider this case study as an example. P&gibrhas met with married
church member Lisa, mother of a thigmarold daughter, and learned of her
tragic severyear history of 8 C health chaos. Lisa is in bondage to many
food-related health and diet rules, taking pills by day and suffering junk food
frenzies and vomiting by night. Pastor Bob has the published resources of the
Journal of Biblical Counselmgl E| y s e LUovettHa Hatei te kab s
Breaking the Bondage of Destructive EatibloMaiviés, Pastor Bob has
grasped thesymphonic morafitye r s pecti ve and reorga
scattered principles under a decalogical rubric, adding his insights [Bgm
C h r imere cothgrehensive categories. For homework, Pastor Bob emails
Lisa his summary outline providingsgmphonic morgtigrspective on food
and drink so they can set about discussing it at their next counseling session.
Pastor Bob wants to begin by showing Lisa how to usdeth€hristiutline
to reorganize any obedience to God about food from anywhere il
Al Li sads e atLorp@corsnmeodud sdek firat Hisfkingddm t h e
and righteousness (Matt. 6:33). Her eating should be an act of joy in and
communion with God, eatingoram Dgo bef or e Godds omni s
his eternal power and divine nature in food even as she prays that God would
provide her daily bread, rather than by fear of m&C({IRom. 1:2Q1; Matt.
6:11; 1 Cor. 10:31). Tl®D uses food metaphors to lead Lisa into new
covenant worship and calls her to taste and see that he is good LoD
Supper (29C; Ps. 34:8; 1 Cor. 11288 Lisa must praise and bless God for the
food she receives'{; 1 Tim. 4:8). Lisa discovers a historical perspective

5Harvest House, 2020.
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on bad habits so she can learn to put off parts of her old nature; what sinful
people corrupted her good morals(€; Eph. 4:22; 1 Cor. 15:33); a historical
perspective on food by noticing se:
Thanksgiving holidays; as well as
days of labor (@ C; Acts 14:17). Most evidently, Lisa needs to yield herself to
Godd6s design t o e a-buildng pulposdsaaidalin fromr e |
mature eating examples rather than smhtered eating, to submit to medical
authorities concerning healthy eating rather than her own false rules about
health and body weight, and to submit to her counselor by using honest
journalingi while accepting rebukes leading to repentance for her bbb r

and habits. Until she learns s&lfntrol, she may need to give up her adult
freedoms of seffirection, food purchasing, laxative uses, and exercise, and
submit to the close supervision usually reserved for the immattir€;(&ph.

6:4). Sheneedst | earn to rule over the ear
to serve her health and life, share with those in ne&dC(@rov. 31:20; 1 Tim
4:8), and repent of seffunishing vomiting that has likely damaged her
esophagus and teeth, stomach, bowels, and menstrual cycle (Prov223:20
Eccles. 5:12). Instead of injuring her body with biagéng and vomiting, she
needdo practice occasional fasting to discover that the words of God are the
bread of life to her soul more than physical bread aloh€(&lob 20:123).

She must spend her food budgetler Chrispurposes (8 C) rather than
vomiting food and wasting money. Lisa needs to aim liex €hristionoring
reputation combined with truthtelling rather than a secular woHiinposed

body image reputation bolstered by hiding food and constant lying (J&s. 2:1
12; @ C). Many of her foodelated sins flow from her particular forms of
taste-coveting and perfedbody-image coveting. Freedom from those sins will
rel ease her to renewed desires, er
reasonable provisions and thankfels for her unique body type {10; Prov.
13:25; Phil. 3:19).

Pastor Bob knows that all thesex Christieighborlove designs come
from the Triune God having written
covenant (Heb. 10:16). However, her actual transformation will likely be a
daily battle of dying to sin and living to righteousness (Eph.-242 Proger
seltcare undetex Chrisis reinforced by knowing who God is, iéx Christi
attributes, and what he has done to remake those attributes in her (WLC 1
90). The Spiritdos ef frigiothacavenat e grdce h a
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and rescued her from bondage to sins agaiest Christi effecting
transformation into hidex Chrislikeness. Lisa will likely need more than just
verbal counsel, as various addictions usually require more extensive
interventions with the support of the visible church. The body of Christ will
help remove her opportunities to sin until she developsdistipline and

truly hates bulimic wickedness for its damaging curses in relation tiexall
Christprohibitions (WLC 28) and loves righteousness wiebgperiencing its
consequent blessings (Ps. 1; WLC 95, 97).

Prescriptive Presuppositions Explained: Symphonic Commandments
Perspective

The second WLC perspective provides another tool for biblical
counselors. | call this thesymphonic commandrpenspective® This
perspective mearthat each commandment is dependent upon the otfiers.
speak and act according to the lawibérty, ma nobeslience to God must be
obedience to all commandments as an inseparable unity (Jad22:18LC
99 shows patterns of each commandment being used to interpret other
commandments. For example, the heart sin of covetiriy¢}0s a root of
many other sins, so it defines each commandment as having spiritual or heart
di mensi ons (WLC 99: 2). According to
submission, or equals'(&C), they are to model, explain, and ukeit role to
represent and encourage obedience to all the comrfiaadd prevent or
resist what disobeys the commands (WLC 98)7 There are many
interconnections and parallels in meaning between the first four commands
and the last six commands. Theé @ honoring theLORD& name parallels the
9™ C honoring our neighbor's name truthfully and mercifully.

The aggravations of sin in WLC 151 also show the interdependence of each
commandment upon the others. For example, considet@h€: whether the
sin was committed only in the heart (with delight in sin, willful foolish
presumption, pride, anger, malice) or also incluée&™C multiple combined
sins against various commandments, and against our promises, contracts or
vows related to those commands (with repeated relapsing, in public view); if
against God f1C), his proper worship (2 C), and agairtsmeans whereby

6See the authords Ph. D. thesis 2.2.1 for a de
151.
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he makes himself known and our use of them (prayers, covenants, vows to
God (39 C); against the purpose of therD& Day and during or around that
time (4™ C); if committed by a superior; if sinning against his witnesses
whether superiors or equals or inferiors and their lawful restraints,
admonitions, and discipline (all"sC related); whether the reputations of
others are scandalized; and whether the damage cannot be repdir€q. (9
This perspective identifies an irreducible complexity to the entire set of moral
law commandments such that they cannot be separated. We should receive
them as a whole, coherent systeks. a unity,lex Chrisghould functionally
control how Christians develop epistemology for othegscriptikmowledge.

This symphongommandmepésspectivels vital for apologetic engagement
with extra-biblical worldview prescriptioasid prescriptiwthics.

As an example& growingproportion ofthe books and articles published
by secular psycholagts promote multiple interdependent sins againgie
moral law.Theypromotean atheistic epistemology of false opinions (contra
Bt C). Theypromotean evolutionary false religion of humanistic maorship
with his own inner resources and scientific solutions to accomplish all his
own will, denying that sin and the resulting curses are the fundamental
problems with the world that must be remedied with SaviotMediator
(contra 29 C). Theydishonor the name of Gpdnds cor n God&s V
his moral law (contra'8C). Theywastesix days of labor on useless therapies
and get paid by clients and insurance companies in collusion with drug
manufacturing companies (contrd4C). Theyclaim scientific authority for
false opinions, being bound byRageriancode of professional ethics that
prevents them from any judgments a
5 C). Theyinventmedicaharmsbut call ittransgendemaffirming health care
surgeryand a womanads tatergihate atpeegnandyaado s e
medicinal harms,treating ma n & s-consaenck maladieas chemical
imbalances in the brain remedied lbgrmone treatments andrugs (contra
6" C). Theyimagire that male and female artteterosexuamarriage are
changeable by affirmindistorted views of marriage (contra 7 C). They
fraudulently wase vast financial and material resources of tuition paying
students, therapy paying clients, insurance paying companies,-graking
foundations in its facilities, institutions, research, theory, therapy practices,
medical studies, yblications (contra 8 C). Theypromote false witnesses in
licensing organizations, graduate schools and fiat laws while also denying



44 W ESTMINSTERFOUNDATIONS. GOD&GLORY INTEGRATES REFORMEDTHEOLOGY

therapeuticlegitimacy to any outside of their presuppositions dicdnsed
witnesses (contra'® C). Theyweaponize discontentmerdnd victim status
by the use ofcritical theory and intersectionalitylabek to cause neighbor
suspicion andlivision (contra 1@ C).

| pro-LORD |

| pro-covenantdl |
| Ero—blessing |

| Ero-’rheosxnchrong!
[__pro-harmony |
| pro-life |
| Ero—morrioge |
| Qro—s’rewordshlg |

|  pro-truthful |

| pro-contentment |

Irreducible Complexity: every law
should be used to interpret and
apply other laws; indivisible

WOl wé w8 us w9 S ulv p€ pud sl

Figure 5: Symphonic CommandmeRerspective.

In Figure 5, the DNA symbol represents tsymphonic commandments
perspective since it represents an irreducibly complex model of morality. The
rectangles next to the DNA symbol includa summary of each
commandment 8ds duty or virtue foll owi
set of phrases: prbORD, pro-covenantal, prdlessing, preheosynchrony,
pro-harmony, prdife, promarriage, prestewardship, pretruthful, and pro
contentment. Anything contrary to these duties is a sin.
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Significance of this Perspective

Why is this important in counseling? Consider this case study. Nancy

comes to biblical counselor Jackos
her husbandJohn. Both are loagerm church members who affirm the basics
of faith al one, Christ al one, gr ace

Though counselors should always be cautious when only hearing one side of
the marital story, Jack learns thidancy is weHlrespected among the church
sisters, and he gets enough detailed data to verifytbgr. She shares how
John recently angrily threatened her for her refusal to tell him about her
monthly variable income. This type of threatening behavior only occurred
once before in their 2gear marriage, and there does not appear to be any
habitual damger of abuse that would lead counseling in a very different
direction.” Jack asks detailed questions about their marital history and
discerns that John, a former bank employee, has a pattern of pride about his
acumen in family financ®G)cdupledtithé s
repeated condemnation of Nancyds
disobedience to "9 C by imbalanced witness against her reputation; but
Nancyds di s oB@idiinennial sewardship). Hi@vev8r, Nancy
believes that if any man ever thre:
disobedience to the®™C in quickly disrespecting her husband for one
incident). Nancy has been crying in hopelessness for the past three months
about their impending retirement future, not wang to share a life with a
man who threatened her stCNaskingfgiththat d i
God will provide for them, and 2@, discontentment with her situation). She

has been unwilling to share her variable monthly income for fear that John,
who recently lost his higlincome job, will demand that she pay more of the
monthly bills from her income, leaving her less to manaugr @xpenses for
their daughter (8 C sin of unreasonably hiding income from her financially
wise husband). Their henonious marital pattern has been to share certain
expenses with their incomes.

7See Darby Stricklands It Abuse? A Biblical Guide to Identify Domestic Abuse and Helping
(P&R 2020).
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Thesymphonic commandpegspective provides a tool for counselor Jack
to look atlex Chrisinterdependence and do a total marital health chepk
about commandment faithfulness within their family dynamics. When Nancy
brings a reluctant John in for the next counseling appointment, Jack uses this
tool to reorient them to a balanced representatioh each ot her 0s
and honor each otherd6s reputation w
commandments (obedience t8 €). Nancy has overemphasize J o h@ 6 s 5
misuse of authority and 6 C anger and threats, while John has
over emphasi z'ed finateah torgdifsines® They both lack
contentment(19C) and confi dence FM@. Godds da

The symphonic commandments perspective points the couple to vivifying
the interdependent virtues of each commandment combined with mortifying
their interrelated sinslt reminds them to use the means of grace diligently to
restore their trust that God will not suddenly forsake them in their retirement
(-39 C). It reminds them that God dynamically orders their times and places.
He calls them tadheosynchrony t o par t i chroperder from@a God
macrehi st or i cal perspective of God 0j o
the marital work of a weekly micrecheduling of time together to rebuild
trust after this emotional fallout @ C). It encourages John to use his
authority to build Nancy up, while encouraging Nancy not to throw away her
respect for John over one emotional incideft@. It teache John to repent
of his emotional outburst and Nancy to repent of her bitterness and
unwillingness to forgive. J o hgivens h o u |
strengths used to protect family health, physical life, and peace, which they
both do during thecounseling with Jack 6C). It points John to a greater
appreciation for their differences in gender and sexuality, living with Nancy
in an understanding way (1 Pet. 3'7CJ. It teaches both to be patient with
their shared property stewardship: Nanowst repent of her unfounded fear
of disclosing her monthly income to
given financial acumen {8C). It reorients each to the promised power for
change in those united to Christ (Rom. 8:1; Phil61€8 C). It warns them
both against coveting an unrealistic retirement dream home with a mortgage
they cannot afford (20C), repentance from pride, tat@ntrol-planning for
the future (Jas. 4:4B6 ) , coupled with submissio
Johnos r sandthdar ngwmbomé readities'(@).
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Jack sends a followp email reminding them of his counsel and that
Godds covenant of grace promises t
also gives them the WLC 951 moral law section to ponder for homework. A
few months later, Nancy reports to Jathat this symphonic commandments
perspective has proven vital to restoring their marital trust and joy and has
led them to sell their unaffordable retirement home and buy something within
their adjusted income range.

John and Nancy were a mature couple with many strengths in their
marriage and a solid commitment to hear and obey what Scripture taught
t hem. However, i nput from marri age
discipleship had given them so many highly geimdlprinciples (love God
and one another), combined with so many fragmented methods for Christian
marriage (develop your communication skills, agree on your finances, practice
authority and submission, invest in your intimacy) that they were unable to
appy a more simple, robust, Westminster rubric to their marriage problems.
They sought help from dex Christiperspectivedrained counselor
recommended by a friend. Counselor Jack then provided them with vital
instruction in thesymphonic commandperstsective. This teachable couple
found freedom from a severabnth-long cold war of silence in which they
were stuck in their marital sins, clinging to their partial morality in self
righteousness and using it as a weapon of judgment against eadh wthite
expecting their spouse to repent for the morality they neglected. The Spirit
worked through his mediate representative to move them to greater
conformity to the likeness of Christ.

One key element of tteymphonic commandpessisective for them was
growing in appreciation for the entirlex Chrisand the need for personal
humility for the divine grace that vivifies that law in both of them, but with
different capacities and strengthd'his rubric clarifies what Powlison has
noted, that some Christians want good things too much, making an idol out
of that good desire and using sinful methods to obtaftAitbetter way to
ethically analyze O6wanting a good

8David Powlison, Good and Angry: Redeeming Anger, Irritation, Complainj@reendilRitterness
New Growth Press, 2016), 57, 135.
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operate within alllex Christiluties to obtain any good thing. When one
commandment s righteousness is el eva
judge and condemn the offender with a method prohibitedelyChristihe
symphonic commandpesfective is ignore@helex Christhust be received

in totabnd operate interdependently on the other commandments. John must
aim for his wif &@6)andigoochrepotationavlth crieditdrse g r i |
(9™ C) with a gentle leadership {5C) and peaceable attitude (&) because

of his confidence in the supremacy of God over the details ofli@®).(1

These two perspectives above are symphonically repeating refrains in the
following three perspectives that focus on God's name, attributes, and works.
To those, we add a final perspective that combines God and his works with
manods duty as p3ystendosstrudture tbeiWnid, ssacharments,
and prayer. Each perspective is an essential part of what it means to receive
and adopt the Westminster Standards as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Scriptures. Faithfully representing each Sarigit perspective
is our 3rd C duty

That the name of God, his titles, attributes, ordinances, the Word,
sacraments, prayer, oaths, vows, lots, his works, and: Whatsoever else
there is whereby he makes himself known, be holily and reverently used
in thought, meditation, word, and writing; bgn holy professiorand
answerable conversation, to the glory of God, and the good of ourselves,
and otherqWLC 112)

For Reflection

i. What has been your Christian educational experience with the Ten
Commandments? Has it been used as the central organizing framework
for all biblical obedience and prohibitions? If not, what organizing
principles were used? How memorable are they?

ii. Read through Ephesians 4:B9. What summary moral duties provide a
heading for all the details?

iii. Under which commandment headings do you think WLC classifies the
various commands and prohibitions?

iv. What inseparable interdependencies can you notice between the various
commands and prohibitior’s



CHAPTER4

Introduction to the Symphonic Attributes Perspective
Appropriating a More Complex Vision of God® Glory

You may be wondering why we propose @aglory as another reflective
perspective to integrate Reformed theolo@ristians understandhat we
should show specific attributes of God as character qualities in our
relationships to Christiansl¢ve}humility?), to nonChristians (ove, pray for,
be patient with enemi€¥ and to sin and sinful things in the worldd not
love? hate® grieve abolf). Most of our models for Chridike reflection are
limited to these most obvious texts.

Perhaps less familiar to readers is the indicatiothinbook ofRomans
that God, by his works, is revealing his gléHere we also find different sets
of Gods attributes displayed to two groups of peoykad shows what could
be called higblessed fad#y the work of salvation, the message ofgbspel,
and the promise of heavershowing his righteousnessglory,® mercy1°
truthfulnessl!igracet?wisdom2patience, and love while we were still his
enemies?God reveals hicursed facéby passing over men and leaving them
in their sins, by giving them up to their lusts and final judgrfiesd showing

1John 15:12; Eph.-8;1Gal. 6:10; 1 John 386
2Phil. 2:38

3Matt. 5:44-45; 1 Pet. 2:2B; Gal. 6:10

41 John 2:157

5Rev. 2:6

6 Eph. 4:30; Zor. 7:811

"Romans 1:118, 20; 2:5, 15; 3:5, 22%; 5:8; 8:3, 18; 9:17,23, 15:8 with particular attention
to the verbs revealed, show(s), make known.
8Rom. 1:17; 3:26

9Rom. 8:18; 9:23; Col 1:27

10Rom. 9:23

11IRom. 15:8

12Eph. 2:7

13Eph.3:10

141 Tim. 1:16; Rom. 5:8
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his wrath'Sjustice*power’and patiencé®Eachof these attributes have
derivative reflections or ways that they can be applied in the Christian life
(righteousnessy kindness?° forbearanceé! patience?? love 22 condemnation

for sin?24 glory,?® power 28 truthfulness?’ and in governments as reflective
agents of Go@ wrath to mete out physical justice here on e&th

As this baeclkrésSodobt gt bey i s tha int
Reformed theologypounded throughout the Westminster Standards
Recovering the structures found within the WCF and WLC will further
develop, clarify, and connect different areas of application suggested by the
patterns we find there.

Recovering Structures from theWestminster Confession of Faith

Aswe mentioned in Chapter 1, traditional reflective and lirigatorical

perspectives focus on the elect (the elect as recipients of Goe, the elect

in covenant, and the elect as redeemed). However, they explain nothing about
God's actions concerning the natect outside of his covenant. Thus, our
integrative constructs neglect a significant theme about &dedalings with

those he passes by and leaves in their sins. Good integrating perspectives
should be more comprehensive regarding the teachin@cmbture. The

WCF and some recent theological books have notedd3@ethtion to the elect

15Rom. 1:18; 9:22

16Rom. 2:5

17Rom. 9:17, 22

18Rom. 9:22

Imputed righteousness: Rom. 3:26; 4:2425; 10:9.0; imparted righteousness: Rom.-63;1
8:913; 122

20Rom. 12:20; Eph. 5:22

21Eph. 4:2

22Rom. 12:12; 1 Cor. 13:4; 1 Thess. 5:14

22Rom. 12:40; 13:80

24Rom. 12:9

25Rom. 2:7; 5:2; 8:21

26Rom. 15:13, 19; 2 Cor. 10:4; Eph. 3:20; Phil. 3:10; 2 Tim. 1.7
27Rom. 9:1; 2 Cor. 13:8; Eph. 4:15, 25

28Rom. 13:4
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and the norelect? In this book, we will try to highlight how God@ attributes
differentially bless his elect and curse those he has pasdaedchgpter 5, we
will develop aen-pointed stamperspectivavith three nested sets of attributes
to organize these attributes

Not unlike the theme from Romans mentioned previously, WCF 2:2 uses
agloryd as a summary of the detailed list of @odttributes in WCF 2:1.
Although not often recognized as such, WCF 2@pplies an integrating
perspectif@ the entireConfession by stating that God reve#ig glory*° of
his attributesOn, by, unto, and uparhis creatures. Take notehis WCF
phrasing will direcsthecture of this b@blanging the order and simplifying the
prepositions enables us to restate them using a more logical flow of
transformative chang&od reveals his glogo, on, andhis creatures, that
his glorylikeness might be revealédydothem. We name this Westminstér
symphonic attribupesspective. Throughout the rest of the book, many

2G. K. Blewalbstament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old TestéBrandin the Ne
Rapi ds: Baker Academic, 2011) . Beal e propo
progressively reestablishes a new creational kingdom out of chaos over a sinful people by his
word and Spirit through promise, covenant and redemption, resulting in worldwide
commission to the faithful to advance his kingdom and judgment (defeat or exile) for the
unfaithful, unto his gloryo6 (890) and that
death for simers, and especially resurrection by the Spirit have launched the fulfillment of the
eschatological alreadyot yet new creational reign, bestowed by grace through faith and
resulting in worldwide commission to the faithful to advance this new creatiogighrand
resulting in judgment for the wunbelieving,
30God revealing his glory means his display of various attributes. See Exod. &8#6its

parallel in 2 Cor. 3:18, 4:6. Note the context of 2 Corinthians where various attributes displayed
by Christ (righteousness 3:9, transforming power 3:18, lovels)l4 ar e refl ect
defense of his apostolic mini st gloyofHis:eternal 7 ;
power , wi s dWG@aF 4:1)aas tie pgroits tha fallsosAdlam into sin for his own glory
(WCF 6:1)

31 See Ryan M. McGravh Heavenly Directory: Trinitarian Piety, Public Worship and a Reassess
John Owe(n@ost tTihrepd migyVandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
Muller defends Reformed orthodoxy against the charge that it undermined the Trinity by
giving more attention to the divine attributes than to the divine persons. He contends on the
oneh and, t hat Godo6s attributes inherently re
hand, that the attributes were established first in order to determine what kind of God the
Trinity is. 06 Ci tRosiReformation RBforroed Bagmatidd:(arthelTrundi of God,
4 of PostReformation Reformed DogiGasind Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003), 145.
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teachings are connected to G®d/arious attributes or to ways in which
believers can reflect those attributes.

Two Rel ational Expressions of God?o:

Before we delve into the nuances of the various prepositional expressions
of Gods glory, let us first explore another essential differentiation. Vi@
makes a distinction between G&dexpression of attributes tfriends in
covenaanhdenemies outside of the c@arefuitreadesof the entire WCF will
observe ways that his elect, by the same turn, reflect this differentiation to
Gods friends and enemie¥/e can integrate many theological themes by
recognizing thatGod reveal$wo faces of his gldylessed fadeo save his
elect and acursed facéto those he passes by and leaves in their*sive
can namehesecovenamelationahttributes: covenameconciliatioattributes
and covenasnmityattributes. To manifest bisvenameconciliatioglory the
Triune God created and predestined some angels and men (his church) to
everlasting life. He ordained all the means for his elect people to come to
saving faith until he justifies them at the last judgmdit manifest tisvenant
enmitglory heforeordained other angels and men to everlasting death, leaving
them in their sins unto just judgme¥VCF 3:3, 67).3°

2Scripture frequently uses this met aZg;lPear of
11:7; 67:1; Rev. 22:4) or turning his face away in judgment or discipline or cursing (Ps. 10:11; Isa.
8:17; 57:17; Mic.3¥)n response to Moses® request to se
and procl ai ms bot hLJORB thelORD & Gold mercifu dnd gracipus,0 6 T h ¢
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity ofthefatt r s on t he chil dren and the ct
and the fourth gen €7).Tavbrecent ldhdical thEactogydooksdhép.udt8 ; 3 4
recover this biblical emphasis on the two faces throughout the Testaments: G.K. Beale's
Testament Biblical The@ogygd Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011) and James M. Har@iltod, 6 s

Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblic@WhHesttogyCrossway, 2010).

BReaders commonly hear sermons teaching that
hear sermons on theorD& anger, wrath, and justice. Such a reader may have a substantial
adverse reaction to this way of developing this theme, perhaps discounting it as a pattern only

used to describe thieorp of the Old Covenant. Offended or discounting readers should study
Matthew, Romans, Ephesians, or Revelation more carefully, looking specifically for these
themes of anger, wrath, and justice against unrepentant sinners and against Christ on the cross

as $n-bearing propitiation. Believers share therp&enmity and hatred against the old sinful
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Before continuing, we must affirm G&dommon grace to all creatures as
reflected in thesixth commandmerit to do good to all men and protect all
life regardless of faith or unbeli®fScripture affrms Go@ fundamental
goodness and puts the primary weight of revealed glory on the side of his
blessed face. We can affirm a robust doctrine of@&odrsed face, but we
recognize that there is no exact symmetry in the proportion of blessing and
cursing revealed by Scripture, as it is primarily a story of redemftion.

The WCFintegratescovenamelationadttributes with other theological
themes. Christ, the mediator, uses Scripture within his gracious providence
by the power and wisdom of the Spirit to effectually call and bring his elect to
saving faith, but he judges, blinds, and hardens the heartosé the passes
by (WCF 1:6; 10:1, 4; 5:8,; 8:8). God has appointed his law as the standard
of his righteousness and, by the new covenant, writes that law on the hearts
of his elect (WCF 19:6). By the visible signsl seals of his two faces in the
sacraments of baptism and theRD& Supper, God makes a distinction
between his church and the world (WCF 27:1). For his elect, he uses his law
and the sacraments to lead them to repentance, to cause them to share his grie
and hatred for sin, to strengthen their faith in his promise dfif@ness, and
to enliven them to true holiness and the experience of Christian liberty (WCF
13:1; 15:2; 20:B)y t he | ast resurrection, t
covenaineconcilingercy, to everlasting honor and glory, while the unjust will
experience higsovenam@nmityustice, to everlasting dishonor and damnation

nature by repentance (Rev. 2:6; Eph.-27 and ¢ o n n epattawagy hotaogdrantd |t
aondt p hr a s-B:83) anchagainst thé unholy in the church by church discipline (1 Cor.
5113) . The saints rejoice in the reve-llati o
18:20).

34 Matt. 5:4445; Gal. 6:90; Exod. 20:13.

35Dr. Vern Poythress suggested the general thrust of this paragraph (though the wording is my
adaptation to fit the vocabulary | am developing in this book) in response to our discussion
about this model in a personal meeting on June 14, 2016. He alsontedrtimet Calvin had a

robust doctrine of reprobation, but he noted that there is no exact symmetry. For some
discussion of asymmetry in the doctrine of God, who gives up men to sin or permits sin, see
chapter 4 in Bruce A War§odés Greater Glory: The Exalt
(Wheaton: Crossway, 2004). Also see John N. Daying for Justice: What the Psalms Teach Us ab
Mercy and Vengeance in an Age of (GaaiadsRapids: Kregel, 2005), 14. Day distinguishes
bet we en achalmedristieetiEové and blessing and teetreme etltcursing and
seeking justice.
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(WCF 32:3; 33:2)God also decrees the created order as a kind of covenant:
0OAnd he established [the created ord
above the heavens] forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass
awayoé (Ps. 148: 6) .GodBputthiscbveras@nmispe theo f ma
created order, causing it to groan under frustration, uncertainty of timings for
success, sickness, and death (Gen-Brl£cclesiastes; Rom. 23

These two faces of glory integrate with the doctrine of Christ. God reveals
his covenant reconciligo@hristimputeduporChrist, fulfilled in Christ, and
reflectedbythe humanity of Christ and the union of his people with Kfm.
Also, for our salvation, G@&lcovenaminmityis revealed to Christ; imputed
upon Christ; fulfilled in Christ; and reflected by Christ's suffering, crucifixion,
and death. Christ was delivered from this curse by his resurrection three days
later. He was exalted as Messiah to @odght hand, so Christ is now
dmanifesting His own glory in, by, unto, and upon" [his creatures] and will
return in glory for the fulmanifestation of both blessed and cursed faces of
God?’

Thesecovenaimelationahttributes are instructive in forming a biblical
modelfor all types of transformative discipleship wi t h God&és peop
his two faces in biblically defined way@hur ch di sci pl i ne r
reconciling attributes in using his spiritual keys to open his heavenly kingdom
to his elect or close it by enmity to those remaining in their GMSF 30:2)
Governments should represent God in using the sword for the physical

360ne exception is that forgiveness is not one of those attributes that Christ experienced but
one that he appl i es tToeLersJedus in His rmimampaturethss. WCF
united to the divine, was sanctified and anointed with the Holy Spirit, above measure, having

in Him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; in whom it pleased the Father that all
fulness should dwell; to the end thatibg holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and truth,

He might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of a Mediator and Surety. Which office
He took not unto Himself, but was thereunto called by His Father, who put all power and
judgmentintoHi s hand, and gave Him commandment to
STWC F  8Thig office theLorp Jesus did most willingly undertake; which that He might
discharge, He was made under the law, and did perfectly fulfil it, endured most grievous
torments immediately in His soul, and most painful sufferings in His body; was crucified, and
died; was buriedand remained under the power of death; yet saw no corruption. On the third
day He arose from the dead, with the same body in which He suffered, with which also he
ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of His Father, making intercessio
and shalll return to judge men and angel s at
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defense and encouragement of those who do good or the physical punishmen
of evildoers (WCF 23:1).

Four Directional Refl ections of C
As mentioned, the WCF provides a significant theological structure for
the following chapters of this book: th@RbDreveals His glorio, on, jrandby

his creaturesHere, we will only develop these prepositions concerning
humanity, as that is the primary development of WEF as well38

Thd.ORDReveals His GlaryverR®

%There are parallels with God&6s blessings
because fallen angels cannot be forgiven c
mercy in the way fallen, but elect men do. The created world also shareSo d 6 s bl es s
curses.

¥ have render ed |asdetitedio WCFt2:2./Tlesantericeofdlowmdptbis/ e
guote uses a similar phrase in paralfdd , w
by them, for them, or upon them whatsoever
untoin the sense dbthem, as in witnessing or revealitmthem. For instance, see the list of
WCF references bel ow. WCF 1: 1: 0 Thontldis f or |
people being now ceased. 6 WCF 1:7: o0All th
nor alike cleauntoa | | . 6 WCF 1: 8: Ot herefore they are
of every natioruntowhi ch t hey come . . . .0 WCF 7: 3:
incapable of life by that covenant, therowas pleased to make a second, commonly called the
covenant of grace; wherein He freely offetettts i nner s | i fe and sal vat
WCF 8:6: O0OAlthough the work of redemption
incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof were communigateithe elect in

al | ages successively from the beginning o
Christ hath purchased redemption, He doth certainly and effectually apply and communicate
the same, making intercession for them, and revealigthem, in and by the Word, the
mysteries of salvation, effectually persuading them by His Spirit to believe and obey, and
governing their hearts by His Word and Spirit, overcoming all their enemies by His almighty
power and wisdom, in such manner, and wagare most consonant to His wonderful and
unsearchable di spensation. é Though WCF 11::
Hi s name put ouponé tbémdé pyed mpatengOot b
satisfaction of Christintathem, they receiving and resting on Him and His righteousness by
faith. 6 See Bapliss s aydCr&mert 8f thé New destament, ordained by Jesus
Christ, not only for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible church; but also,
to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of
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God gives both general and necessary special revelatiogpsbel of
salvation, to the elect so they can know God and come to saving faith. To those
God leaves in their sin, he uses these same means of revelation to blind and
harden them until he executes his justice upon them.

Thd.ORDReveals His GlamMen

God puts his curse and wratbns o me o f Adamdgustly des c
condemning them as guilty sinners and blinding and hardening them until the
time of their eventual judgment and damnation. To others, also impotent to
save themselves but whom God elected in Christ, the second Adam, he
mercifully imputes righteousness by his Spifitle works faith in them that
he has raised Christ from the dead, adopts them into his family, and puts his
nameon them#*At times, because of His displeasure when they grieve his

regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God through Jesus Christ, to walk

in newness of |life. Which sacrament i s, by C
Church until the end of the world. o6

40 Justification is a work credited or imputesthus. WCF 11: 1 wus e ssengewhto, "
i mputation overlaps with Oupond in 12:1 0Obut
Christ unto them, they receiving aW@Fl2#&sting
oAl I those that are justified, God vouchsaf e

partakers of the grace of adoption: by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the
liberties and privileges of the children of God, have Hissmanp ut upon t hem

“For comparison, note how WCF hathsneost soverejgro n 6 S ¢
domi ni on over t hem, to do by them, for t hem
WCF 5: 6: 0As for those wicked and ungodly me
sins doth blind and harden, from them He not only withhdidis grace, whereby they might

have been enlightened in their understanding
6: 6: OEvery sin, both original and actual, b
contrary thereunto, doth, in itewn nature, bring guilt upon the sinner; whereby he is bound

over to the wrath of God, and curse of the law, and so made subject to death, with all miseries
spiritual, temporal, and eternal. o6 WCF 15: 4
damnaton, so there is no sin so great, that it
WCF 16:6: o0Yet notwithstanding, the persons
good works also are accepted in Him, not as though they were infehigHolly unblameable

and unreprovable in Godds sight; but that He,
and reward that which is sincere, although accompanied with many weaknesses and

i mperfections. d6 WCF 30: 3:fore&rbclaimiachandcgaimng ofr e s  a
offending brethren, for deterring of others from the like offences, for purging out of that leaven
which might infect the whole lump, for vindicating the honor of Christ, and the holy profession

of the Gospel, and for prenting the wrath of God, which might justly fall upon the Church, if
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Spirit, he puts temporal judgmentsn the elect He disciplines them by
depriving them of some of their graces and comforts, permitting them to sin
against others, causing their hangartedness and displeasure in holirf@ss.

Thd.ORDReveals His Glariven

God has worked to change men into Chaistikeness by the Spirit
through the means of grace and has worked to keep them in his grace until
they reach their eternal inheritané€To those whom he passes by and leaves
in their sins in Adam, he reveals his wrath, patience, and justice in giving them
up to their lusts. They become fools who worship the creature rather than the
Creator, or who worship the law and try to establish th@ivn righteousness

they should suffer His covenant and the seals thereof to be profaned by notorious and obstinate
of fenders. ¢

“2WCF 17:3: oONevertheless, they may, throug
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their preservation,
fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein: wherebyth i ncur Godds
and grieve His Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts
have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and
bring temporal judgments wupon themselves. 6
BSanctificatiious. WCB7:3G01d80%4 w0 k 1 ; 1They2vho are ; 1.
effectually called and regenerated, having a new heart and a new spirit created in them, are
further sanctified, really and personally,
by His Word and Spirit dwelling in them: the domimiaf the whole body of sin is destroyed,

and the several lusts thereof are more and more weakened and mortified; and they more anc
more quickened and strengthened in all saving graces, to the practice of true holiness, without
which no man shall see therp. 6 WCF 13: 2: 0This sanctifica
man; yet imperfect in this life, there abiding still some remnants of corruption in every part:
whence ariseth a continual and irreconcilable war; the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the
Sirit against the flesh.éd WCF 16:3: 0Their
but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. And that they may be enabled thereunto, besides the graces
they have already received, there is required an actualrinéiug the same Holy Spirit, to work

in them to will and to do of His good pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent, as
if they were not bound to perform any duty, unless upon a special motion of the Spirit; but they
ought to be diligentin strring up the grace of God t he
perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of
the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; upon the
efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit, and of the seed
of God within them; and the nature of the covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the
certainty and infallibility thereof. 6
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rather than worshipping the Lawgiver and receiving the righteousness that
comes by faith?

Thd.ORDReveals His Glaypven

Different powers are given to various authorities to representGydry.
Governments possess thewer of the swiorgraise good and judge evil. The
church possesses thmower of the kefyshe kingdom, which is the right
preaching of the Word, administration of the sacraments, and church
censures to represent Gédmercy to the repentant and warn of @od
judgment to the unrepentant. Parents possesspiwer of the todenforce
their own child® honoring of them as parents, representing the diseignd
instruction of theLoRD. Individual Christians show Gdal glory by their
profession of faiti®

44 Romans 1:18:20; 9:3A.0:3.

SWCF 1Webmnay bé moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to a high and
reverent esteem of the Holy Script@@@&/C F 1 The drace dj faith, whereby the elect are
enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts;

and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word: by which also, and by the administration

of the sacramest , and prayer, it i sSWCiFn clRepebtaecebunmn d st
life is an evangelical grace, the doctrine whereof is to be preached by every minister of the
Gospel, as well as that of faith in Christ. WC F TheSe gdad warks, done in obedience to
Godods commandment s, are the fruits and evid
believers manifest their thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn

the profession of the Gospel, ptthe mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose
workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus thereunto; that, having their fruit unto holiness,
they may have the end, eternal éfe. WC F A&n@ bedause the powers which God hath
ordained, and the liberty which Christ hath purchased, are not intended by God to destroy, but
mutually to uphold and preserve one another; they who, upon pretence of Christian liberty,
shall oppose any lawful powen;, the lawful exercise of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical,

resist the ordinance of God. And, for their publishing of such opinions, or maintaining of such
practices, as are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known principles of Chrigtianit
whether concerning faith, worship or conversation; or, to the power of godliness; or, such
erroneous opinions or practices, as either in their own nature, or in the manner of publishing or
maintaining them, are destructive to the external peace androndech Christ hath
established in the church, they may lawfully be called to account, and proceeded against by the
censures of the church, (and by the power o
profession are bound to maintain a holy fellowsdiygd communion in the worship of God; and

in performing such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual edification; as also in
relieving each other in outward things, according to their several abilities, and necessities.
Which communion, as God @ffeth opportunity, is to be extended unto all those who, in every
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We could summarize it like thisAll glory comedrom hirand is reflected
or revealedo, upoim,andbyhis creature$® These biblical and confessional
definitions give us biblical justification to look for wagh the attributes are
revealed by all the persons of the Godhead in al@Gworks in the history of
time and eternity including that reflection in redeemed maBoth Paus
letter to the Romans anithe WCF teach us to recognize that Gadjlory is
revealed to his elect and those he passes by as enemies and leaves in their si
As we understand these structural pathways between the glory of God and
practical Christian lifetopics, we should be motivated to appropriate a more
complex vision of God to discover new dimensions of practical application.

In Chapter 5, by first resourcing the WCF 2:1 attributes list, we will adapt,
expand, rename, and restructure a total of forty attributes of God and group
them into three thematically similar attribute sesupraighteousness, supra
actuatingndsuprgamilialThese attributes areespectivelyreflected in man
aslexChristi virtugbat direct mai@ formative abiliti@sd hiscovenamelational
affection3hus, thesymphonic attribytesspective, with its derivative senses,
unveils more of Gdsl glory for the functional transformation of believers.

place, call upon the name of therp Jesu®s WCF Thé&re He:onlyotwo sacraments
ordained by Christ outorbin the Gospel; that is to say, Baptism and the Supper dfdke:

neither of which may be dispensed by any but by a minister of the Word lawfully ordained.
WCF 3 (o tBese officers, the keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed: by virtue
whereof, they have power respectively to retain, and remit sins; to shut that kingdom against
the impenitent, both by the Word and censures; and to open it unto penitent siretbe
ministry of the Gospel, and by absolution
OFor the better attaining of these ends, t
suspension from the sacrament of therp& Supper for a season; and by excommunication
from the Church; according to the 8eeWud e o
129 onthe5C dadmoni sh LerRbEeB@wh.i n6:tdheproof text)
chastising those who do ill 6 (Prov. 29:15
46 See Westminster Confession 2:2; Dr. Vern Poythress suggested the "from" preposition similar
to Romans 11:36.
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For Reflection

What is your experience with understanding the doctrine of election? Does

it seem to make God robotic and mechanical or reveal him as loving and
gracious?

This chapter proposes that Godos at
either bl ess or cur se based on on
i mplication, based on Chri dek@hsstir el a
Does this approach resonate witvhat you know of God, the Bible, and

your own lived experience? Why or why not?

Do you think God's glory seems like an appropriate way to frame a

di scussion of Godo6s character and mz
applicable Scripture passages discussing this concept?

Earlier in the chapter, we noted that tii&th Commandment [commands

us] to do good to all men and protect all life regardless of faith or unbelief.

How doesthis concept of common gra¢each us to engage enemies in
different realms (heavenly, earthly) and places (assembly, creation,
diaspora)?

How do you commonly reflect G@&tovenaimeconciliaticattributes (love,

mercy, grace, discipline, rewarding, rejoicing) to those around you?

Do you ever need to reflect Gddovenamnmityto unbelievers in any
diasporeontexts in which you might live



CHAPTERS

Situating Supra Righteousnessamongthe
SupraActuating and Supra Familial Attributes

Catechism1*

Q. 1: Elect believer, what do you believe about_theD& glory revealed
to you?

A. 1: By decree of the Father uniting me to Christ in the effectual work of
the Spirit through the Word, | believe the TriuneorRDhas revealed the glory
of hissupraactuatingupraighteousnesglsuprdamiliabttributes through his
persons and work®me that I, as his mediate representative, might have His
derivative formative abilitidex Christi virtuesid covenamelational affections
reflectedon inandbyme.

Bal ancing Godds Simplicity with C

Biblical scholars have proposed many ways to teach believers about God.
TheWestminster Standardfist the attributes of God revealed to us through
the Bible, but there remains a scholarly debate about how to organize them.
John Frame notes numerous ways theologians have classified the attributes o
God over the years: transcendefitenanence, absoluelative, natural
moral, greatnesgoodness, immanemmanant, formamaterial,
metaphysicaimoral, passivactive, negativositive, God in himselGod in
relation to the world, absoluteneggersonality, and incommunicable
communicablé

1Catechisms provide a simple questiand-answer format for understanding God, the Bible,

and Christianity. They summarize theological principles and serve as a valuable springboard by
which we can further our study tanfminGdlhdes p
created several catechism questions, starting with this one, basatasn t m thensed abautd s

the revelation of his glory by representatives for blessings and curses.

2 John FrameThe Doctrine of @dllipsburg: P&R, 2002), 3999, Wayne GrudenBystematic
Theolod@rand Rapids: Zondervan: 1994), IG6lerman BavinclReformed Dogmatics: Abridged
in One Volulft&rand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011)1B18 Louis Berkhofhe Doctrine of God,
section 1.V.B.4, all hold that all salled incommunicable attributes have communicable
aspects reflected in man.
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Acknowledging that each distinctive organizational scheme may provide
different resources for particular theological questions, each scheme should
also balance attributes (and their potentially extensive-sabtegories) with
the biblical teaching about thsimplicity of God. The Bible teaches us that
God is simple in the sense that he is one God and that he is not divided up into
parts.By emphasizing the attributes of God, attributes tBatipture defines
and gives distinct attention to, this book is niot any way detracting from
Goddsimplicity. The Reformed orthodox view, summarized Richard
Muller, maintains thatthe divine essence [i]s simple, but that the attributes
[a]re in some sense genuinely distiddn other words, God is truly simple in
that he is one God. He is not partitioned into discrete parts, yet the
distinctions we perceive among Ghdttributes in his relation to the world
are not merely an illusion. In some sense, these attributes are truly distinct;
they are not synonymoubor example, his spatial presence everywhere is not
the same as his supreme power. His relational wrath is not the same as his
relational mercy and lovingindness. It is important to recognize that
distinctions between attributes does not mean God cstissdf distinct parts.
Since this book proposes forty attributes, we are not suggesting that there are
variousparts within Gods essence. In defending @sdimplicity, we guard
the biblical statement thatThe LORD our God, theLORD is oné (Deut.

6:4)%

The Reformed orthodox view allows us to argue for genuine distinction
among the attributes of God on biblical grounds, yet we may also categorize
distinct attributes for teaching purposes. Our thesis is developed here
primarily with an eye toward training andiscipleship.

All forms of discipleship, including Chrigt discipleship of the eleven
chosen, must include instruction that challenges specific sins, teaches

SAl so, all agreed that the O0oper atealgistsch or 0e
In the end, the majority view of the orthodo
identity with an eminent or virtual distinctiomtrinsi¢o the divine essence, reflected in the
distinction of attributes in their operatioadextra ®avi d Ni |l sen, O0The Di vi I
Simplicity and RG&Hhe Wesmendtap€s, tast ondddiedyMay 28, 2010.
https://wspapers.wordpress.com/2010/08/1 Hthéne-energiesdivine-simplicity-and-
reformedorthodoxy/.

“The doctrine of the Trinity al sonGodimnthreect s Gc
persons, yet also tries to explain in what way the persons are distinct.
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disciples to repent of specific sihand builds specific character traits which
manifest the law inscribed on the heart (Heb. 10:16). If Jesus could say to hi:
disciples that they should love one another as he has loved them, or that the
greatest among them must be the servant of all, oithiest must become like

little children, or point out a vine and branches metaphor, his choitmcts
onone attribute for their instruction was not hypostatizing isolatingit.®
Rather, it was (and is) a form of instructional discipleship to correct their
errors and build up their character in areas where they were wHad.
purpose is practicalGod's attributes translate to our worship hymns as well
when we sing hymns likéBe Thou My Vision ésking that the Lor®
attributes work for us, in us, and by us.

Richard Muller,” in his classic study on the high orthodox Reformed
classifications and explanations of God and his attributeentifies
significant diversity among the various authdctassification systems. To
organize his thorough comparison of many gesformation authors, Muller
uses the following threset classification system: (1) the divine essence
(independence, unity), including names (especigdiWHranslated atORD
in signifying his unique selxistence and being) andssential attributes
(simplicity, spirituality, immutability, perfection, infinity, eternity), (2)
attributes of life, intellect, and (lifgl] omnisufficiency blessedness,
understanding, knowledge, wisdom, truthfulness, faithfulness, decreed will),
and (3) attributes related to the manifestation and exercise of the divi
(righteousness, holiness, goodness, truth, faithfulness, justice, power,
dominion, majesty, glory, and divine affections and virtues of love, grace and
favor, mercy, anger, and hatred). Muieordering largely conforms to the
order used by WCF 2:1.

SWCF 15:5
6 The perspective of WCF 22lprovides an example of using distinct attributes of God to know
him and see his reflectiorts, on, imndbyt he creat ur es. Godds im

covenantald er i vati ve forms suitable to mands cafj
1:14)WCF does not hypostatize any attribute of God. Bltribute becomes more significant

than God himself, nor does the part described become a kind of isolated distortion of who God
is compared to his complete revelation of himself.

7PostReformation Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 3: The Divine Essen(€ ramd ARajiidse Baker
Academic, 2003) 214%B9.
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All aspects of created humanity reflect the supreme attributes of God on
a creaturely level. It is essential here that we underline the Creator/creature
distinction. Humanity's derivative attributes never make man identical to
God. Neverthelesshe focus of biblical transformationisonh e owh ol e
soul and bodyod ( WL @el&ZhristiziBueslivenTande r e f o
direct the other derivativeabilitiesand affectionsopening up luxuriant
interdependence among the three sets for clarifgimgsystematic pastoral
practice. Thus, a more specific vision of who God is (as Scripture so defines),
with attention to Gods selfdefined attributes, enables us to be more effective
in connecting the attributes of God with the transformation of believers. The
more we can know and believe biblical descriptions of @&acHaracter, the
better our faith enables us to worship him and the better we can seek to reflect
him.

In attending to forty of Go@ distinct attributes grouped into three sets
while emphasizing théex Chrisperspective, | affirm the simplicity of God as
one 2 supremely unifismjealed in ways understandable to humanity by
attributes. | use a single tgpointed star metaphor (explained below) to
organize and teacthe attributes and demonstrate their relationship to each
other. Forty attributes of theLORD have reflective or derivative attributes in
all his works and thus are revealed to, on, in, and by elect believers as the
fulfillment of the rew covenant.

Situating the Qupra-Righteousnes$erspective in WCF 2:1

What new lex Christaxonomy can we develop to integrate systematic
theol ogyds names for Godo6s attribute

reflectivelex Christii keness in Christds humanit
God?This chapter proposes thaupraighteousneggibutes of God are part
ofothersupreat t r i but e sets that full g refl

such, using thesymphonattributeperspective will not diminish the other
ways of naming and defining Gddbhds at
enriching perspective on what is already wadiveloped by systematic
theologians.

8Wayne Grudem notes that because God is a unity, all his acts show all of his attributes and
none should be elevated in importance, though some attributes may seem to be more prominent
in biblical portrayalWayne GrudemSystematic Theo{Gggind Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 180.
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This chapter designs to show consistent parallels with the attributes
vocabulary in WCF 2:1 while proposing a unified taxonomy under the
attributeperspective of theorD&supremacy. We will accomplish that using
three newattributesub-categories: (1upraactuatingttributes (attributes of
Godd supreme being), (Hupraighteousnedtributes (attributes showing
his holy or righteouscharacter reflected in the moral law), and &)pra
familiakattributes (attributes showing howthe ontological love of the Father
eternally begetting the Son and eternal procession of the $glaiies to or
engages with those in covenant or outside coveffiatitys identifying, in
total, forty different attributesThese attributes describe the one true God,
and these names mutually cohere to
everlasting, and unchanging nature as listed in WCF 2:1, using ways of
speaking about God defined by Scriptureirther, where WCF 2 attributes
and the individualex Christiommandments have no apparent parallels, some
new attribute words with biblical support are proposed. All forty of these
attributes are shared by each person of the Trinity. They demonstrate the
mutual ceworking unity of the Trinity in reflecting these ibutes in the
work of salvation and judgment (WCF 3%relates to thevorksand persons
perspectives).

There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and

perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions,

immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise,
most holy, most free, most absolutmrking all things according to the
counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory;
most loving, gracious, merciful, losgffering, abundant in goodness and

truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of thiean t

diligently seek Him; and withal, most just and terrible in His judgments,

hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the gulWCF 2:1).

We can infer that theVestminster Confessiggests aymphonéttributes
perspective as defined in WCF 2:2, namely that God shows aspects of his
glorious attributes in his works. WCF repeats some attributes in other parts
of the Confession. Noti ce holinexsalfed | | C
Holy Scriptures), authority, truthfulness, unity of his unchanging, righteou:
(6consent of al | the parts, 6 inter
decree reveals the glory of kternal,ige, holy, and unchangingly determinate v
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showing gracend loveto the elect and hisovereign power, wrath, andqustice
those he passes by and leaves in their sins unto eternal judgment (WCF 3:1, 3,
5, 7). Cr e at ateonal power, wes@oin,sand Gldghedsl; 4:1).
Providence reveals higerfection, righteousness, wisdom, power, justice, goodr
graciousness, and mercy in the unchanging decisions of (WsGfogetnixgwill

5), including his permission of sin and kisathandjustic®n sinners outside

of Christ (WCF 6:1, 6). God reveals iacé the covenants (WCF 74) and

his authoritpver all men by requiring them to obey his moral law (WCF 19:5).

| n Getethd gurpolse chose Christ as the mediator of the covenajraog
dwelling in him with all fulness to reveal hiisdom, knowledge, holiness, power,
grace, and trinitredeeming his elect, satisfying therD& justicat the cross

for them (WCF 8:3, 5, 8). THeoRD reveals hisalmighty powrough the

visible church as she correctly proclaims the Word; administers the
sacraments and vows; leads in worship; exercises discipline; and meets in
local, regional, and national assemblies to determine how to best govern his
people (WCF 25:B; 27:b; 28:47; 29:8; 30:4; 31:1). TheLORD credits
Christds satisfacti on justicang hisopedienceat i o
in justification to reveal his free grace (WCF 11:1, 3), freeing the consciences
of his elect to live unto moral law righteousness as defined only by his Word
and to submit to his ordained authorities who represent his righteousness
(WCF 19:36; 20:1, 4; 234). TheLORD adopts them as beloved children to

show his pity, protection, provision, and discipline (WCF 12:1), sanctifying
them to overcome sin and grow iighteousne@¥CF 13:1, 3), graciously
granting themrepentance fronusto eternal lif@VCF 15:1) to do good works

(WCF 16:3), especially in communion with the saints (WCF -3j: By these

means, the.ORD enables them to persevere until the end of this life by his
unchangidgcree to elect them by Hsvan the covenant of grace, though for

a time the elect magispleasem andgrievéis Spirit through falling into sins

(WCF 17:43). TheLoRDreveals hiperfect truth and powerfulrgcacdirming,

by the Word and Spirit, his election to the saints, by their recognition of the
evidence of faith, hope, love, and repentance in themselves, thus granting them
assurance in peace, joy, thankfulness, and cheerfulness in duties (WEF 18:2
3). By hispowerChrist will raise the dead bodies at the laghteoysdgment

to be reunited with their souls (the souls of the wicked already tasting
torments while the soul sesente), teveainge!| e c
his justiceo the wicked condemning them to everlasting torment while
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revealing hisnercy to thghteoublessing them to enter into the new earth in
perfectedrighteousn€®$CF 32:12; 33:B).

WCF understands that all the attributes belong together in that all of the
Triune God's attributes are functionally operative in everything He does. So,
when some are explicitly mentioned (as notedtéticsabove), the others are
implicitly there, in the background. WCF uses representative patterns of
attributes rather than repeating all the WCF 2 attributes in every doctrine.
G o dwdrkglisted in the Confession as perspectives) are intertwined with his
Trinitarian person®s perspectives) and are inrtinuity with the attributes

perspectives developed in WCF 2 that differentiate to his creatures based on
his decree (WCF 3).

Westminster's Persons & Attributes Perspectives on Systematic & Practical Theology

Attributes perspective: Triune P:rsons‘ perspective WCF 2:3: \b
God's attributes (WCF 2:1) Holy Mutually working: each person of the -0,
are revealed in systematic Father Trinity has a role in redemption (WCF 3:6) 5 ‘

theology and pastoral with the purpose that the Lord would be
practice with the purpose r‘ﬁ 2 glorified and enjoyed forever \(
to reveal his glory to, on, i \ Y
in and by his creatures ¢ rﬁ \
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However, as noted above, even after careful study it is not apparent how
the details of the moral law are reflections of his attribitexceptwith its
integrated uses of the ternghteousnessan overall description and uses of
authority, holiness, amtjtruthfulnesss having connections to th# 29, 5"
and 9 Commandments, respectivelfhis thesis will adapt the WCF
symphonic attribytesspective already present in the WCF with a revised and
expanded taxonomy (below) that attempts to dediand situate theupra
righteousness attribotese clearly in relation to the other more common
descriptions of attributes. This adaptation can enrich the understanding of
how the mor al |l aw is the covenant st
with his creatures.

These new supremacy attribute names are topical motifs filled with
luxuriant richness and potential for more detailed description. In other words,
the taxonomy is representative, intended to serve as a draft structure that can
organize all descriptive aftrutes of God as perspectiveshe individual
placement of the 27 attributes in the overall list of 40 shown below is roughly
parallel to the sequence in WCF 2:1. It is my creative choice to name them and
group them into three sets of attributes, with témeach set. The complete
|l i st accounts for everything I|listed
ten attributes (one for eacBommandment) and adding three to tkapra
familiaket (for the convenience of illustrating them with anested, terstar
diagram)

The LORD® SupraActuatindittributes®

o | anorRD g @ ur  (@hedpretace to the Ten Commandments in
Exodus 20 and the model of WLC 101 allow us to arraaget of self

identity, supreactuatingt t ri but es of Godds being |
heading. The true God, | AM, introduces him@dhie who is incomparable to

other gods.}hus, | AM is supremely . . .

91 have chosen the terattuatingecause of their instrumental supremacy to will and to work
for his good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). They could also be called attributed oktii&being.
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perfect: dGod: who is infinite in . . . perfectioWCF 2:1)

boundless:dGod: who is infinite in being . . . a most pure spirit, invisible,
without body, parts or passions . . . immer®&CF 2:1)

present:dmmensé(WCF 2:J)

consistent:o wi t hout immutabled(WCRB2:19i on s,

eternal: ceternab(WCF 2:1) (without beginning or end)

exalted: dncomprehensiblé(WCF 2:1)

powerful: calmighty¢ ( WCF 2: 1) ; o[ he] hat h mc
over [the creatures], to do by them, for them or upon them
whatsoever himself pleasetWCF 2:2)

knowing: dmost wisé (WCF 2:1);chis knowledge is infinite, infallible
and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him
contingent, or uncertaig(WCF 2:2)

independent: dmost fre® (WCF 2:1);dand is alone unto himself all
sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he
hath made, nor deriving any glory from thigWCF 2:2)

determinate: dmostfree, most absolute, working all things according to
the counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will,
for His own glorp(WCF 2:1, also 2:2; 3:3)

ReflectedifMa n 6 s D Earmativea Abilitlese
Man has selfdentity, in the likeness of th&ORDE d AMO supremacya

derivativbody-sould amd (self-consciousness$jruling over the creaditer the
fall, in respective order with the ten above

WSeeC.VanTib The Christian view of inwardness r
inwardly sufficient to himself. He is in himself the full expression of the law of his being. He is
the full expression of the law of love of himself as the highest, the omhatsti the only self
sufficient one. He it is that has created man in his image. He it is that renews man, his image
bearer, into a relation of obedient love to himself. Here and here only, is exhaustivetperson
person confrontation. Here theit dimension is not set over against thénouand thel-Thou
dimensions. For here all rests upon the one who aloné aay®n this basis human personality

has unity within itself. To be sure, on this basis human personality does not know itself in terms
of itself. It does not sdyamuntil it has heard God sdyamabout himself, anthouartto man.

On this basis man the creature and covenan!
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perfectibility (able to increase competence in all abilities, virtues, and
affections)

luxuriance (symphonic abilities in immeasurable diversity and
complexity beyond these terms)

availability (personal presence in daily life)

reliability (habitual)

endurability (desire to live, destined for eternal life or death)

complexity ( ma bodyssoul is filled with mysteries)

ability (able to accomplish tasks)

teachability (able to learn)

dependency(dependent on God and society, family)

decidability (able to make decisions)

The LORD® SupreRighteousnestributes Reflected inMan& Lex Christi
Virtues

The LORD is supremely( 0 mo s t holy . . . mo st at
attributes). . .

I C: superior, implied in dYou shall have no other gods before me (Exod.
20:3) linked with his reflection in thestCommandment, requiring faith and
obedience to this Triune GG@WCF elaborates, noting thail here is but one

O how love | thy |l aw. And when he says this,
Son are men made free. . .. Man is ale@ygsn Deos h i s IcDefersse afthed-aith: Christian
Theistic Ethics, vdl980, 192,
https://presupp101.files.wordpress.com/2011/08#Vechristian-theistic-ethics.pdf

n order to limit unbounded complexity in this book, a eatribute-to-onecommandment

format has been chosen as a suggdste@hrisgierspective.

12dn the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity;
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Hol
the 3 C duties in WLC 104 was certainly understood to include the command to believe in the
Son Jesus Christ (1 John 3:23) cited in sect
John Durham imTheSum of Saving KnowledgeyHiéB0though not formally approved by the
Westminster Assembly, was often printed with the Westminster Standards because the
authors use the language of 8@ndardslhat he who has believed on Jesus Christ, though

he is freed from the curse of the law, is not freed from the command and obedience of
the law, but tied to it by a new obligation, and a new command from Christ; which new
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only, living, and true God . . . most absad(WCF 2:). The Triune righteous
LorDhas a zeal for the supremacy of his own person, existence, identity, and
his authority to commission and forbid, in conformity with his supremacy (Isa.
43:1011)He fulfills the desire [#0C] of those who fear himJX]; che also
hears their cry and saves théfRs. 145:19erivative lex Christi virtue reflections
in Christds h upnodaRD,higheshatiadiancecbalangsdocis me
majesty, he is preeminent in all our thoughts and all our worship, being jealous
for his glory.

2"9C: holy,i mp | i Youshall not miake or bow down to or serve images
oridols for I am jealous to guard the worship of those who love me, but will
puni sh those who 6plinkedwithehis nefdedtion(inBhe o d .
2"d C requiring the proper way to worship Godle is uni-approachable
meaningwe may only approach Him in worship in the way he commands
through his condescension in tkevenantildentifying parallels explaining

command from Christ gives help to obey the command: to which command from Christ,
the Father adds his authority and command
believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he has commande
us. 6 [1 John 3:23]. The first part aily whi
implies love to God, and so obedience to the first table; for believing in God, and loving
God, are inseparable; and the second part of the command enjoins love to our neighbour,
(especially to the household of faith,) and so obedience to the sécand | e of t h
https://www.westminsterconfession.org/resources/tii@ctrinesof-grace/warrants
to-believe/ [accessed March 12, 2028fe st mi nst er ds system of
mands proper response to the Gos pexIChristiove
duties and repentance from its prohibitions. Saving faith is both a gift to the elect in
effectual calling into justifying, sanctifying, and glorifying union with Christ in the
covenant of grace (Eph. 2i®, WLC 67; WCF 142) and their duty to exerciséHeb.
11:612:2; WLC 75, 80; WCF 143}.

BWhy does this thesis connect this theme of the covenant with tfie@nmandment as a
clarified contribution? The WLC @ commandment duties concern proper worship. The
Westminster Stand@MiSF 2122 about keeping the Sabbath, elements of -Gmamanded
worship, and vows) and current literature tend to focus on the elements of formal worship in
the assembly of the saints, also called rbgulative principle of wpeahibthe concerns the
Puritan pastors had for reforming Roman Catholic worship practices and the administration of
the sacraments. Their primary explanation of thecmmandment related to proper assembly
wor ship practices: OWhat shoul d tdrssDaylinect
the worship assembly?6 This thcenmmarsimantbaseds a
on the WCF 7 theme of the covenants tleRrb made with man, starting with Adam as the
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God i n H&CrRost haly in all His counsels, in all His woiksd in all

His command§ (WCF 2:12). The Triune righteous ORD has zeal for his
covenant law and his pure worship, in conformity with his supremely holy
nature (Deut. 4:13;32:2Mer i vati ve | ex Christi wvir
and renewed memcovenantal,meaning the elect approach his holinesky
throughheart attitudes amacticegefined inhis covenants

39 C: blessedj mp | i eod shall not tak¥ the name of th®RD your
God in vain, for th& ORDwill not hold him guiltless who takes his name in
vaind(Exod. 20:7)linked with his reflection in the 8 C requiring the proper
use of the name of theorD. He isworthy of all blessing, honor, doxology,
glory, and esteem. He is the source stachdard of all blessing, honor, and
glory.ldentifying parallels explaining God in WCBG3od hath all . . . goodness,
blessedness, in and of Himself . . . nor deriving any glory front (W0t
2:2).The Triune righteou&ORD has jealousy for his name and reputation in
conformity with his supremely blessed nature (Ezek. 39:Z@rivative
reflections i n Chrproshlegsimg,nreanm@atheietest and
receive blessings from therp, in his name (Gen. 12:2; Num. 874Ps. 5:12;
29:11)in their hearts and with their montinandbless his holy name (Ps. 16:7;
103:2; Rev. 5:114), pray and worship in his name (John 1241 Fph. 5:20),

federal head of the first covenant, citing a whole complex array of interdependent Scriptures
(Gen. 1:2@7; Lev. 18:8; Matt. 19:187; 22:339; Rom. 1:17; 2118 5:121; 7:10; 88 10:5; Gal.
3:1112; 4:45, with Hos. 6:7 and Job 31:33 offereg asl collateral arguments). The larger

question of the ® C duti es should be, OHow is the wor
worship?dé The answer is that the new covenan
called the Gospel. We can extend this attri

covenant in the Trinityad extrao reflect holiness in his creatures, permitting the fall and
planning salvation by theorp Jesus Christ as its anointed King and by the Holy Spirit as its
vivifying comforter, these being the means of fulfilling his eternal dé¢r€& 3:6; 1 John 3:23;

Ps. 89:187; Zech. 6:1P3; Isa. 42:6)he Triune God also made a covenant of works with angels,

giving them a proper dwelling and authority to perform tasks, some preserved in election, while
other rebels are damned (1 Tim. 5:21; Heb14;3Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6; Matt. 25:41). God also
madecovenants with creatioriGen 9:917; Hos. 2:18; Job .3Bhus, it seems appropriate to

develop theLorRD& covenantal character since he relates to everything by covenants, and the
entire plan of redemption can be perspectiva
making nature. The theology of Godoés eétml i nes:
define the significant duties of thé%Zzommandment requirement of holiness to approach God.

The details of Sabbathorp&Day practice and assembly worship can be developed as a subset

of the covenant theme, such as thgulative principle of worship
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and give blessings in his name to others (Gen. 27:4,;28128; Deut. 33; Ps.
72:17)

4" C: dynamic,i mp | i Rechember thedSabbath day, to keep it Haily.
days you shall labor, and do all your wdlkt the seventh day is a Sabbath to
the LORDyour God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the
sojourner who is within your gateSor in six days th& ORD made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day
Therefore the.ORD blessed the Sabbath day amdde it holy(Exod. 20:9
11)The Triune righteousORD has jealousy for his ordered time patterns of
Sabbath and work in conformity to his supremely dynamic nature (Gen 1:31
2:3).TheLoRrbis LORDof time linked with his reflection in the ¥ C requiring
our submission to his appointed times for work and Sabbath rest, as well as
submission to his providential times (Eccles-B11Jas. 4:1%9And he said,
6My presence wil/ go wo(Exbd. 38:441Comea n d
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give yad(Ivt. 11:28).
I n the WCF we see numer oudgernafWCF an a
2:1)dt pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of
the glory of his eternal powewisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to
create, or make of nothing, the world, and all things therein whether visible
or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very @W€F 4:1). All of WCF
5 &0Of Providencéproclaims the supremely dynanmiorbwho accomplishes
his will in time, but especially WCF 5:d50d the great Creator of all things
doth uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and things,
from the greatest even to the least, by his most wise and holy providence,
according to his infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immetedainsel
of his own will, to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice,
goodness, and meréy.heLORDis LORD of time,the source and standard of
all measures and cycles of timepedination of universe and spatiemes and
all their variations, working perfectly according to his decree in time. He
established the pattern in creation and rest (GeB842:3). In the fully realized
eschatptime structures appear to be perfected, simcthe holy Jerusalem,
night will be dissolved, and tHeorDwill be their light(Isa. 60:19; Rev. 22:5).
Yet months are still measuredndicating that the days and seasons of time
remain in some sense, perhaps outside the city where the sun and moon still
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give light'*Der i vative | ex Christi virtue r
manpro-theosynchrony®

5" C: harmonioust®i mp | i Hodor yiour father and your mothethat
your days may be long in the land that tt®RD your God is giving yau
(Exod. 20:12)inked with his reflection in the 8 C requiring our preservation
of harmonious role relationships between those in authority, submission, and
equalsldentifying parallels explaining God in WCBAs God hath appointed
the elect unto glory, so hath He, by the eternal and most free purpose of His
will, foreordained all the means thereunto. Wherefore they who are elected,
being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith
in Christ by Hs Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified,
and kept by His power through faith unto salvati(®VCF 3:6). ThdLORDis
most free to do his own will. He operates witliFatherdecrees and Son and
Spirit submitd pattern within the Trinitarian work in the world. Hds the
source and standard of unity and pea€he Triune righteoud ORD has
jealousy for harmony among his representative ruling kings, their subjects,
and their equals, in conformity to his Trinitarian supremely harmonious
naturel”Using the metaphor of shepherd and sheep,LibeD himself will
feed his people by means of his appointed ledéBrmsrivative lex Christi virtue
reflections i n Chrpio$hdrndosy. humani ty and

14Rev. 22:2; Ps. 148;1104:19; 78:69; 89:2, 2BB6

15God creates time (Gen. 1:1); he is not bound by time (Ps. 90:2, 4; 148; 46tt 8:58; Exod.

3:14; 2 Pet 3:8); he determines our times (Acts 17:26; Rev. 22:5); he acts in timeb(@aits4:4

1738 1) . By |l ooki ng f odynapiéhrCaattributel (Br. Vere Poytleessn  Go d
suggested this term in email exchanges in October 2020), this thesis contributes another
insight into derivati ve tmeosynchrablatad toshe ®GthaGod r e
has not received much biblical exploration and exegetical development. In the first edition of
this book, this term was dsyhoiith thedways $Godin] i e wi n ¢
Scripture defines sweeping scopes of time an
T he i dea woskind al thikgs dccotdiog t@the [harmonious] counsel of His own
immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory ( WCF 2: 1) and e X |
Westminsterds understanding of Godds trinita
3). The attribute O0harmoniousdé was named at |
meeting in June 2017.

17Eph. 4:36; 1 Cor. 15:28; Rom. 8:27

18Ezek. 34:134, 16, 23
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6" C: living, impliedind0rou shall not miinkedwithd (
his reflection in the 8 C requiring protection of human life from conception
to death (so against abortion and euthanasia), and, for thoserehmarried
and able, to bear and raise childr&dentifying parallels explaining God in
WCF, heisd | i v God lgath all life, . . . in and of Himself . . . He is the alone
fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things
(WCF 2:1-2). This giving and sustaining of human life includes &pdtience
and merciful kindness to all humanity, including his enerfi@e Triune
righteous LORD has jealousy for preserving n@arlifed who bears his
kingship-imagéi in conformity to hissupremely living naturé&. dThe eyes of
all look to you, and you give them their food in due sedsnnopen your hand;
you satisfy thedesire of every living thing (Ps. 145t&% Derivative lex Christi
virtue reflections i@pno-lifl€hri st &s hum:

7" C: beautifu,i mpl i ed in o0You shall not ¢
linked with his reflection in the 7 C requiring preservation of or@an-one
woman heterosexual attraction within the marriage covenaaéentifying
parallels explaining God in WCF, hebse aut i ful and spl er
i n g o onmitmdallslite,&glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself
(WCF 2:1, 2)TheLoRrbis the source of all relational delight, intimacy, and
pleasure in sexual love and attraction to beauty, mysteriously working to
mutually attract and join one man to one woman in lifelong companionship
(Matt. 19:6), guarding themselves against all othexual attractions?!
Scripture speaks of a bridebds spl e
of the beautiful church desired by Christ and prepared for the wedding day
and the churchds attracti o®ThéToiune he
righteous LORD has jealousy for his kingdeoultivating institution of
marriage, in conformity to his supremely beautiful nature, to recreate a
beautiful bride attractive to hird* The onéheterospousesexualattraction in

19Matt. 5:44-45; Acts 14:167; 17:25, 30; Rom. 9232

20 Acts 17:245; Deut32:29; Matt. 6:26; Rom. 8:11; Eph. 5:29; Ps. 136:25

21Prov. 6:25; Job 31:1; 1 Tim 3:2

22Exod. 28:2, 40; Ps. 45:11; Prov. 5:19; Song 1:16:5%&#k416:8, 14; Eph. 5:27; Re\B;4.2
21:2, 21

283Ps, 16:11; 27:4; 29:2; 96:6

24Mal. 2:15; 3:6; Lam. 3:22, Ezek. 16:8; Matt. 19:6; Rev. 222, 9
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human marriage is merely a type, a shadow ohilnisanexistence that will

bet ransf or med i ndisterfaniyMiats 22.:8Q), pdntingtoa e r
singular spiritual desire for and holy affection for ChriEph. 5:2333).
Derivative |l ex Christi virtuepror ef | e
marriage.0 What God hath joined tMat&%6her I
WCF 24:6).

8" C: sufficient,i mpl i ed i n o0You s halhkedwithot st
hisreflection in the 8 C requiring humanity to preserve, protect and prosper
all that is needed for the body in the material world, including fargdgpel
ministers, fellow believers, and neighbors in need (1 Tim. 5:3, 8; GalL®:6, 9
Identifying parallels explaining God in WCFhe LORD is mostsufficient
cand is alone in and unto Himself-alifficient, not standing in need of any
creatures which He hath madéWCF 2:2). The seHexistence of God
provides material, pastoral, and cigibcial resources to support obedience to
the commandsThe LORD is the supremely generous giver, fmrce of all
resources that sustain lif€he Triune righteoutORDhas jealousy to protect
man® doanership of kingdom cultivation products (property, goods), in
conformity to his ownership of all things he created and stewards, derived
from his supremely sufficient natuteDerivative lex Christi virtue reflections in
Christds humaprd-stewardghipd r enewed man

9" C:truthful, i mplied in o0You shall not be
nei ghbor 6 (rdlectedin the290C rdqGinng truthful witness.
Identifying parallels explaining God in WCF, Her®ost truthful, abundant
in...trutb(WCF2:1)d AM t he . . Thelorpdeasdrveés ( J ol
all reputational esteem, praise, and honor from men (paraltel§)3The
LorD is the source and standard of all truthful blessing, honor, and glory
among menThe Triune righteou&ORD has jealousy to protect the name or
reputation of his kingdonrepresentative citizens, in conformity to his
supremely truthful nature Derivative lex Christi r t ue ref |l ect i
humanity and renewedpratnuthful.

10" C: contented,implied inovou s hal | not covet y o
you shal/l not covet your neighboros

25Ps, 50:102; Acts 14:17; 17284 Deut. 8:18
26Num. 6:2426; 1 Sam. 12:22; Ezek. 39:7; Dan. 9:19
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servant, or his ox, or his donkey,
20:17))inked with his reflection in the ¥0C requiring contentment and
thankfulness for his goodness and meldgntifying parallels explaining God

in WCF, God ismost contentiGod hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness,
in and of Himself; and is alone in and unto Himsel$afficient, not standing

in need of any creatures which He hath made, nor deriving any glory from
themd (WCF 2:2). TheLoRD is the source and standard of satisfaction and
contentment. The Triune righteousLORD has jealousy to protect his
representative kingsheartdesires, requiring thankfulness to him and
contentment in his sovereign providence over their situations, first seeking
righteousness, in conformity to his own supremely contented nature that
makes thé.ORDMost content and joyful in himself and all he d&d3erivative

|l ex Chri sti virtue r ef | epooiconemnsenti n
fully satisfied inthdeorRba nd al | that he provide:
goodness and mercy shall foll ow me

The LORD® SuprdeamilialAt t r i but es R eQGoleraRelaiohal i n
Affections

Thesesuprdamilial attributeare ad extrgGod in relationship to his
creatures)applicatiorsf the ontological, familial love of the Father eternally
begetting the Son and the eternal procession of the Spirit as the bond of this
love?® In other words, God's essential being has not changed. These are
applicational attributes that necessarily follow based on the Father's
archetypal relational love for the Son when relating to creatures by covenants.
Thesefamilial attributapplications are evident in his decrees before the

27Job 41:11; Rom. :B83Acts 17:25; Job 1:21; Matt.-834L Cor. 3:2B

28WCF 2:3; The Father and the only begotten Son share mutual love before creation, (John 1:14
18; 3:35; 5:20; 17:24; Heb3,15), with the Spirit proceeding from both as the bond of the
Fatherds delight in the Soat 3:@0617012:148; Jon:138%6 ; 2
Rom. 1:4, see Herman BaviriRkformed Dogmatics: Abridged in On@&vandnRapids: Baker
Academic, 2011) 2283 9 , 242) . The term ofamilial o is
describe himself as Fatheft{derson of the Trinity) to the Son ®@person of the Trinity), used

in our baptismal formulation (Matt. 28:19) and in the Trinitarian theology of WCF 2:3. It also
provides one biblical motif for explaining the benefits of union with Christ as adopted sons by
the Spirit (WLC 74; WCF 12; Rom.18:16; Gal. 44; 1 John 3:1), and the restoration of human
family love in Christ (Luke 1:17; Eph-&:25; 6:4).
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foundation of the world, to permit the fall of some angels and A8andg
purposing to show his free grace and love to elect humahithis is
contrasted with his power, wrath, and justice to all fallen angels and those
men He passes by and leaves in their 3Inshis works of providence, the
major applications are displayed by his immanent love for his redeemed, as
those united to his beloved Séhwith a minor biblical emphasis on his
immanent wrath against any creatures who do not share instipsetamilial

love for his only begotten Son and do not share icdenamelationalove

for those united to him as adopted scfisn the immanent unfolding of
providence, administrated by the decree of the Father, the exact mediate
accomplishment of the Son and the exact mediate application of the Spirit by
the Scriptures?thesesuprdamilial attributese revealethrough covenants

to, on, jrandbyhis creatures in various relations to his covenants and various
degrees of likeness.

29WCF 3:3; 5:4; 6:1

30 Some call this an eternal covenant of redemption. See WilhénBrakeL,A Chr i st i an
Reasonable Sewrtiepter 7, and see his expositiorPef 89:137; Zech. 6:1P3; Isa. 42:6.

SIWCF 3:67

32WLC 30-36; WCF 7:B; John 1:14; 2:11; 8:35; 11:4029212821; 1519; 17:26

33 John 3:18; 3:3p; 5:23; 14:24; 15:9; 17:12; Acts 485 9:4. Obviously, the sonship
metaphor includes females as daughters (2 Cor. 6:18). For similar ideas noted in this paragraph,
see Vern S. Poythresghe Mystery of the Trinity: A Trinitarian Approach to the Attributes of Goc
(Phillipsburg: P & R, 2020), 49898, 51415, 52&29, 563566.

34WLC 2-5, 19, 20, 382; Col. 1:15; Heb 1:3; 2 CorI®1John 8:28; 16183

BWCF 2:2; 7-b; 2 Sam. 7:15.WCF 7 theme of the covenants the Lord made with man,

starting with Adam as federal head of the first covenant, is based on a whole complex array of
interdependent Scriptures Genesis 1278 Leviticus 18:8; Matthew 19:187; 22:339;

Romans 1:17; 2214 5:121; 7:10; 848 10:5; Galatians 312; 4:45, with Hosea 6:7 and Job

31:33 offered only as collateral arguments. The Father makes a covenant in thadlreritg

to accomplish salvation with the Lord Jesus Christ as its anointed King and the Holy Spirit as

its vivifying comforter, these being the means of fulfilling his eternal d@MEE 3:6; Ps. 89:19

37; Zech. 6:1P3; Isa. 42:6Jhe Triune God also made a covenant of works with angels, giving

them a proper dwelling and authority to perform tasks, some obedient ones elected for eternal
glory, but other rebels damned for eternal hell (1 Tim. 5:21; Heb4121Bet. 2:4; Jude MAtt.

25:41). He also made covenants with creatiGen 9:917; Hos. 2:18; Job .38hus, the
Westminster StanddedelopthebRDO S covenant al character since
covenants, and the entire plan ofmakingohturept i on
See Richard Aduller, "The Covenant of Works and the Stability of Divine Law in Seventeenth
Century Reformed Orthodoxy: A Study in the Theology of Herman Witsius and Wilhedmus
Brakel,"Calvin Theological Jo@®#1,994): 7201.
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The ten pairs o$upréefamiliabttributes are listed belowé The first word
in the pair represents thisorRDS familial engagement with those 4oovenant,
revealedascovenameconciliatiow the LORD. The second word of each pair
represents theorD&exclusionfrom family (those oubf-covenant), revealed
ascovenanmityo the LORD. WCF 2:1 supporting quotes are inserted, along
with additional attribute names found elsewhere in WCF.

The LORD is supremely . . .

Loving // hating: omost /l.ov.i n.go60dhat.i n)ghatiag | ¢
wickedness (Heb. 1:9fheLorDholds [rebellious rulers] in derision (Ps. 2:4;
al so hold the nations, the enemies

Gracious // jealous oO0gracioud/®@[ WERI Qud) .
iniquity . . ..on . . . those who I
WCF 21:1 that God commands worship only in ways he prescribes and
expresses his jealous enmity against those who practice false worship. The
primary uses of the word O0jeal ousé
of enmity against sins of the nations against his people (Ezek73&#ch.
1:1415; 8:27). This is especially shown against the idolatry of tiiedenging

to the covenanted tribes of Israel, as a consuming fire to remove such sinners
from his holy presence or his holy land (Exod. 34:14; Deut2%;2t15; Nah.

1:2). Thd.oRD praised the jealousy of Phineas for representing his judicial
enmity (Num. 25:113).

Merciful // wrathful : omer ¢/i. ful é6 oOterrible in
2:1); 0t o or dai nwrathforeheir sin,do thee ipraise @fhis r
gl orious justiced (WCF 3:7)

36Some word choices are not absolute opposites but have a possible meaning differentiating
bet ween those reconciled to God and those i
Relating to the Manifestation and Exercise of the Divine Will: DivifiefAe ct i ons and
of love, grace, favor and mercy to the elect, contrasted with hatred, aversion, disapproving,
displeasure, withholding blessings, punishing, scorning, derision, jealousy and sorrow to those
passed by in their sins, see MullegstReformation Reformed Dogrwatic3The Divine Essence
and AttributgSrand RapidsBaker Academj@003, 55589 Recommending the use of biblical
terms for attributes while recognizing their active expression using a Trinitarian construct, and
balancing transcendence and immanence, see Vern S. Poyfhee$systery of the Tritiotg.,
487516, 58586.
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Patient to save // patient to judge o-$ofhhfgeri ngdé (WCF 2
support, theLORrRDis patient toward believers, wishing that they would come

to repentance for their sins and walk in holiness, ready for his return (2 Pet.
3:9, 1415).// The LoRrD is patient, awaiting the appointed time for the
judgment of the wicked (Rom 9:22; Matt 13.29).

Good // just. oLDHDB as al | . . . goodnles.s .
omost just and terrible in his judgm
used by WCF 2:1 (citing Neh. 9:33; Heb. 10:281) is giving the wicked

what they deserve and executing his vengeance, but this is not the only
biblical use of the wat.

Forgiving // condemningg o6f or gi ving iniquiff.y.,, tra
owho wi l | by no means clear the guil

Rewarding // penalizing: 0the rewarder of them t
(WCF 2:1)// to pass by; and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their
sin, to the praise of his glorious |

Slow to anger // furious As a proof text for God
15:2), God i s 0s | owl3)tencowagingeus to turGimi t i r
hatred against sins with sorrow and repentanceto Gbd.Pour foryt t h
upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on
thy namedé (Jer. 10:25 cited as proof
on Godds name in their homes).

Disciplining // abandoning: ohastisthem for their former sins, or to
discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of
their hearts, that they may-3béddertgu mbl
tested and disciplined by theorbDi n t he wi |l der ness) ; 0 ¢
provided for, anghastenedy hi m, as by HAdofpassthndr 6 ( \
to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the praise of his glorious
justiceod (WCF 3:7); @iGsttlem aesheirkustsy i gh't
the temptations of the world, and th

Rejoicing // grieving: biblical dorpp®jrovi c® Mayg hih
(Ps. 104LoROL ) wi b[ Thej oice over you wi
oenter i ntlorhEMpbiyo raes. ildggevinggi sanSlp i r i
(WLC 105; Eph. 4:30)
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Explanatory note on the Figlow For pedagogical purposes, the internal-painted star
arranges tesupreactuatingttributes. These inner attributes activaadl external facets folex
Christpurposes toward two sets of creatures in creation, depending upon the@vienant or
outsidecovenant status. The tgooint star in the middle represents thmipraighteousness
attributes. The outer star represents therp® suprefamilialattributes. The one set(every
other word)represens his enmity to those outside the covenant, thus in disobedience texhis
ChristiThe other setrepresents reconciliation to those in the covendtiease note, there is no
intention to pair the inner attribute with its adjacent middle or external attribute, since all of th
attributes interrelate as total sets with the.othdd setsause of the unity
personallhis attributes relate tallthe coomandments. Derivative reflections in renewed man
are grouped into three sefsrmative abilities, lex Christi yangesovenamelational affections

condemning patient to save

1* superior

.......................

(inner) Supra-actuating

(middle) Supra-lex Christi

(outer) Supra-familial

attributes

disciplining

Figure 7The LORDS Supremacwttributes . . .
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man: body-soul
derivative. ..
(inner) formative abilities

(middle) lex Christi virtues
(outer) covenant
relational affections

Figure 7(continued) . . DerivativelyReflected inMan

This Symphonic Perspective Integrates Doctrines of God and Man

Why is this symphoniattributeerspective critical? The systematic
practical theol ogy of Westminsteros
of what it means to call on themef theLORD. In an infinitely complex way,
the integrity of our 3 C witness to theLORD, | AM, depends upon knowing
the proper use of his name. This is because his glory is reteakdall his
works so that his glory may be reveatedus creation and justification, as
well asin usindby ugn sanctification and glorification.
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The systematipr act i c al t heol ogy ymphidcs t |
attributestructure enriches our vision for soul care. The typical doctrine of
man experienced in weekly corporat e
of the moral law and to use the Ten Commandments to expose sin and call for
prayers of repentance. Beliewseldom hear the positive demands of the law
linked with attributes of God himself. This adapted perspective proposes a
specific, simplifiedex Christiirtue related to each commandment, situated
within other attributes defined in the doctrine of Gol.better grasp of the
meaning of Godds name produces a
likeness to Christ. Union and communion with Christ in grace and glory
means that, in faittunion with the second Adam, hiex Christrirtues are
linked to the specific moral attributes of God defined under the term
righteousness, purposed in election, imputed in justification, imparted in
sanctification, and awaiting perfection in glorification. The visible church, in
honor and propewi t ness t o Go dufilizse it impogant s h
corollary ministry of biblical counseling by choosing counselors that
exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administraex Christvirtues and
disciplinelex Christailure.

Gruden?’notes the history of the doctrine of man has developed using
three categories: (1) thmubstantiwgew that some quality about man is the
image such as reason or spirituality; (2) tetationaliew that interpersonal
relationships as male and female are part of the image; and (Bnttienal
view that duties entrusted to man are the primary meaning of the image, like
dominion over the creation. But he proposes his own doctrine ofman
attributes usingmoralaspects related to right and wrongpiritualaspects
related to spiritual life, worship, prayer and eternal fellowship with God;
mentalaspects related to méan ability to think, reason logically, learn,
formulate complex language that successfully achieves the goal of
communication and cooperation, anticipate the future, be creative, and
express emotiongelationahspects of community in marriage, family, and
church fellowship, as well as ruling over the created world pdnydicalspects

37 Wayne Grudem,Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical(@aciinRapids:
Zondervan 1994) 442450.
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of our five senses having likeness to &emgagement of the world, physical
movement and skill to accomplish tasks, and bearing children in our own
image and likeness. All of these capacities can experience growth.

Within the lex Christioctrine of man proposed above, a new awareness of
Godreflecting capacities develops when we begin naming many of the
attributes of God and looking for derivative attributes in man. Tdrenative
abilitiesreflected in man most closely correspond to the substantive or
structur al aspects (Grudemds spirit
remain in man after the fall. We can use the simplistic metaphor of a
computer s hardwar e daoeurdpbysicalabiliiies. ma n ¢
The lex Christi virtuesost closely correspond to the functional aspects
(Grudembs moral ). The metaphor of a
descri be mandés integrated moral virt
the software. Covenaielationalaffectionsnost closely correspond to the
relati onal aspects (Grudembs rel at.i
software applications can describe
valuable tasks done in relationship to the work assigned. The entire system,
its hardware, operating system, and application software are in constant need
of maintenance and upgrades. To that end, and to extend the metaphor,
Scriptureds source code upgrade e m
installing, and upgrading the luxuriant possibilities of tkex Christs it
integrates the entire symphony of systematic and practical theology. Thus, the
new lex Christaxonomy as proposed fits clearly within existing frameworks
for the doctrine of man but adds more specific derivative comparisons with
Godds attributes that enrich the cur

The other two sets oformative abilitiesd covenant relational affections
describing ma@ soul, by the instrument of m&rbody, are meant to be used
to please God by the renewal of ctee Christi virtuekhe primary reflective
likeness that Adam los the distortion and suppression of thex Christi
virtueshat direct mar®formative abiliti@sdcovenamelational affectioRaith
union with the lex Christiighteousness of Christ imputes, imparts, and
perfects the restoration of G&lex @ristilikeness in manSalvation restores
the image of God in the whole man, soul and body, to usexh@hristi virtues
to direct hisformative abilitiasd covenamelational affectidn® f ul f i | |
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purposes (WLC 93, 75We promote human flourishing as embodied souls
living in realms and places within various roles.

WLC uses thesymphonic attribytesspective to integrate the doctrine of
God with practical theology. The human reflections of trasenamelational
affectiorere most evident in the duties of various relational commandments.

oPatience, covering in | ove, | ov e
and rewardi ng t hoOdutes adumeriots and wferlods 6
to each other,reflect the supremely harmbaoRDsnd his covenant
reconciliation attributes to his Yéaplé27, 129).

0By char it aldvé, ecompassiony gnieéksess, gentleness,
kindness; peaceable, mild, and courteous speeches and behavior;
forbearance, readiness to be reconcitedient bearing and forgiving of
injuries, and requiting good for evil; comforting and succoring the
di st r e'%sG dutedrefl¢cbthe supremely liciRgand his coverant
reconciliation attributes to his YWdapl&35).

ORendering others their due

preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as
our o W@ dutieéréflect the supremely suffioidnd his covenant
reconciliation attributes to his Yédoplé41).

OPreserving and promot i n.g.sorfowirtgr ut
for, and covering of their infirmities . . keeping "Cf | ¢
dutiesreflect the supremely trud®#Dind his covernaanciliation attributes

to his peopd.C 144).

oSuch a full contentment with our
of the whole soul toward our neighbor, as that all our inward motions and
affections touching him, tend unt
(10" C dutiesreflect the supremely cbatapdnd his coveraabnciliation
attributes to his pedpleC 147).

Unbelievers do have some moral conscience, with more dele€éristi
awareness (Rom. 2:15), depending on family, culture, and nation of origin.
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However, an unregenerate man is prone to sugthes moral conscience to

suit his distorted desires (Rom. 1:18), usin@hitieandaffectioris ungodly

ways (Rom. 1:132). Decidability, teachability, and reliability are three of the
ten formativebilitiesn this model. Secular educators, business leaders, and
psychologists have many methods for improving such things in academia,
seminars, or positive psychology. However, whensgmaphonic attriblaes
enlivened by union and communion with @trin the covenant of grace,
mands duties are st rlexChristirteeslLexuChdse r t |
must teach man the right path, direct the decisions he makes, and make him
reliably righteous. Biblical counselors may need to help a counselee develop
better decisioamaking skills, show the advantages of being teachable, or
encourage him to become rélia in the business world. However, the
primary direction of decisions, the content of teachability, and the character
forming reliability must beshaped by the moral vision loéx Christind those

who maturely represent it.

To give another exampliex Christiirtues command duties of love for all
men within the details of the second table of the moral law. When nuanced
by the covenantelational affectionspunselors can distinguish between the
duties of love to those in the covenant and those outside the covenant. While
imitating God$ display of patient common grace and love to all, there should
be an extraordinary display abvenaméeconciliation affection®ne anothed
in the visible churcliSince God loves the saints as new creatures in Christ
and shows them hisuprdamilialattributes, all the assemblies of believers
need to show these same affections to one another, whether in contexts of
marriage, family, schools, businesses, or churches.

Current models of biblical counseling lack a clarified category for how the
visible church imitate$ h e F auprHaeniliabose for the Son in the Spirit
in covenam@nmityapplications Christ& humanity revealed these in relation to
the Pharisees (in cleansing the temple and in hiding the truth from them in
parables). We more clearly understand the meaning of Christ bearing our
curse on the cross, taking these attributes upon himself duringuifering
until death. Enmity affections should be theliever's disposition toward the
unrepentant in the churchhating sin, grieving over and separating from

38Matt. 5:44-45; Rom. 9:223; Gal. 6:40; Eph. 4:6:4
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unrepentant sinners, and giving men up to their lusts. We express enmity
affections towardfalse teachings raised up against the knowledge of. God
They are used to punish the wicked under governrodtizenship laws. They

will be poured out in full measure at Gbd_ast Judgment justié@ These
nuances contribute to a systematic practical theology for-bodly care.

These covenantelational pairs of attributes also relate to sasessment
or identity within our consciences and memories of personal history. The red
enmity attributes engage our old sinful nature, and the green reconciliation
attributes engage our ndycreated nature in union with Christ.

The partially formedex Christionscience noted in Romans 2:15 is based
on a faulty evaluation, thus the conscience has conflicting excasiogsing
affectionmward self. Thesaffectionsinction in distorted and chaotic ways
outside of the covenant with Christ. For some, the pat&alChristiyithout
a mediator, becomes an unmerciful, grievous staaser turned to hate,
condemn, an@enalize self (accusing self due to condemning manipulation by
abusers or turning terrible feelings generated lysa to selfioubt and self
blame). For othersthe weaklex Christiyithout a mediator, becomes an
opportunity to suppress and numb its voice and insteddve, rejoice in, and
reward self for all manner of evils (excuses for sin, celebrating sin under
sterlesoundi ng namecshod cehd as da@preoupher
ogayi de mar cheso t o celebrate un
suppression dex Chrisith conscience and lived experience comes loaded with
Godod6s abandoni ngenultipisdesaraws of pretsndirggmod
live in an alternate univers&he LORD gives men up to their antex Christi
suppression of the truth, letting them experience his curses upon these heart
evils and lifestyle choices related to each commandment (Ror32): 18ne
only needs to read the daily news to see this. Having chosen to rejett the 1
Commandment to honor and fear God alone, refusing to see his eternal powel
and glory reflected in the created world and one another, and coveting the
things in this world, theLORD gives them up to murdering {(8C) each other
since they assume man has no @&eftecting value and nsupreme God will
hold them accountable for their killing. In the same rubric, God gives them up
to their sexual sins {7C), their rejection of authority (5C), their slander of

39Rev. 2:5; Heb. 1:9; Eph. 4:30; Rom. 9:2; Matt. 10: 14; 15:14; Acts 13:464 Reev. 6318
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mends reputations, the sinful di stor
womands right tafdc¢homsag""'h®@maidihgie cde e
theft and destruct i @& espezidlly thabdestractiont her

caused by rebellious riots, terrorist acts, and unjust w&rQ®

WLC Question 28: What are the punishments of sin in this world?

Answer: The punishments of sin in this world are either inward, as
blindness of mind, a reprobate sense, strong delusions, hardness of heart,
horror of conscience, and vile affections; or outward, as the curse of God
upon the creatures for our sakes, and all other evils that befall us in our
bodies, names, estates, relations, and employments; together with death
itself.

New Paradigms Create Pastoral and Pedagogical Opportunities

The new threesets paradigm presented in this chapter can also be used
to reread Whphorsc attrilbupesspettive in greater detail,
beyond the theme ¢éx Christighteousness. For example, careful readers will
notice the mention of theupraactuating attributes Godods bei ng,
wisdom, power, and goodness, and especially the prominence sfihe
familial attributeBhese can be found in the recurring themes that his mercy
and grace would be praised by his elect (WCF 3.5; 80:1; 11:3) and his
glorious justice would be executed on all the enemies of his law and his church
(WCF 3:7; 5:1) and especially revealed in Christ (WCF 8:3, 5, 8; his cross
executed the exact justice due to the elect in their place and revealshhis ric
grace in justification WCF 11:3). However, WLC emphasiegs Christi
righteousness as the primagymphonic attribute® t i f to defi
creation, fall, salvation in the second Adathe LORD Jesus Christ, our
mediatof by the regeneration and renewal of the Spirit, and glorificfion.
Thus, this book focuses on developing thepraighteousneatributes
refl ected i nlexntaristbovatudsliefocusvablsd miningzes the
complexity of using all the attributes throughout as an integrating perspective.

Thelex Chrisper specti ve is <clearly the

n ¢

f

pastoral practice (WLC 91 51 ) . However, it is easy

singular use of the attribute of righteousness to represent the total lex Christi.

4OWLC 17, 20, 25, 28, 32;538, 6781, 86
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This chapter has attempted to relate tlex Christmotif more clearly and
l ogically tsymphMeng atinhyesspectve Whde comparing it
with standard systematic theological explanations of God and man.

This proposed model creates tension with classical th@isiasire for
technical precision and stability
Godd attributes. Classical theists and Christian personalists need to learn
from each othet*!My labors as dean of biblical counseling in a castiral
context more commonlyemphage Christian personalism. Linguistic
challenges to communicating tlgespel and training ambassadors in cross
cultural contexts are already formidable enough. As | have labored in Chinese
speaking contexts for thirty years, these terms will be translated and continue
to undergo creative adaptation and translation adjustméntsy to improve
the clarity of communication. We do this, not to change the doctrine of God,
but to show that Westminste® orthodoxy can be creatively adapteihw
more memorable attribute groupings and vocabulary terms that aim for better
pedagogy and better pastoral awareness of the centralitgxofChristin
transformation. In short, we at® e f or me d , yet al ways
improvedsecondary descriptions that reinterpret and reproclaim Scripture to
meet the human need for better understanding of the Bibleéthis model is
memorable enough to make for better pedagogy, and biblical instructors
concur that the vocabulary is biblically persuasive, then it can enable them to
adapt it into valuable ways of integrating systematic theology and pastoral
practice.

I n summary, as defined above, t h
and explains the other topics of R
adowes®t mi nsterds mature theological
adopto6 its integrative structures.
apply the Biblebds transformational
and other doctrinal topics. €d s gl ory can become

perspective on other topics of the Reformed faith.

41Vern PoythressThe Mystery of the Trifityillipsburg: P&R, 2020) 599610.
“2Roger Wagner, o0The Living and Active Word:
in Speaking Truth in Love: The Theology of JoffthMipStangP&R, 2009), 335.
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In Chapter 6) focus on the fourth integrative tool, tsgmphoriex Christi
perspective. Thdex Christmotif helps us see a unifying thread in the
redemptivehistorical understanding of God, his decrees, his creation
pur poses, the fall, Christds medi at
of fices, and odpptlhyei nYpiwortkd sushegeC ldr i
imputed onus (justification), impartedin and by us (sanctification), and
perfectedo, on, emdbyus (glorification).

For further study:
WilhelmusaBrakelA Chri sti an6s Reasonabl e S
See chapters The Essence of God; 4: the Divine Persons; 5: The Decrees
of God; 6: Eternal Predestination; 7: The Covenant of Redemption; 11: The
Providence of God. | have cited this resource throughout the book for its rich,
systematic, practical approach and becatiseavailable in various free digital
forms and translated into English and Chinese. See Bibliography for online
English locations.

For Reflection

In general, does God seem to be simple (as one God) or complex (as many
di fferent attributes)? Try to resta
discussed at the beginning of the chapter) in your own words.

This chapter proposes a way to situate therRbd supraighteousness
attributes within the other commonly understood attributes, but with new

sets and new names to highlight the positive meaning of each attribute
rather than the negation of something God is not (such as modifying the
term oi mmutabl e, 6 which means not ct
Does anything about this intrigue oorfuse you? Which attributes require

further explanation?

Take another look atthetemt ar mod el of mands deri
does We s tsymphosict adribifiesspective in its related patterns
between man and God help you know yourself and God better?

What are some practical implications for understanding these three sets

and the emphasis on the way the Spirit, by the Word, renewdeoi@hristi

virtuegn order to enliven théormative abiliteasdcovenamelational affectidns
Compare and contrast the attridbut es



CHAPTERG
The Symphonic Person$erspective

The Tri-perspectivalism of Frame and Poythress

Theology and practical theology books by John Frame and Vern Poythress
use repeated tperspectival themes derived from the ways in which each
person of the Trinity works in the created world. They are as follows: the
Father exertsauthorityas the one who decrees all that comes to pass, the Son
exertscontrohs the one who accomplishes what the Father decrees, and the
Spirit operates by hipresente apply the work of redemption.

To say that God iEORD, for example, is to say that he rules the world by
his authority (parallel to the Fath&r authoritative plan), his powerful
control (parallel to the Sdia accomplishment), and his intimate presence
with his creatures (parallel to the Spi@tapplication of redemption. |
[John Frame] find it valuable to apply these triads to ethiscfrine of the
Christian Lif&pistemologyDoctrine of the Knowledge) pd@bihdeed the
doctrine of God itselfThe Doctrine of Garlj, other theological doctrines
(Salvation Belongs tioaikg.!

Though not using my term, Frame presensg@phonic perganspective
to explore connections to other theological and practical topics.

Westminsterds Trinitarian Presupp
WCF 2:3 starts with a Trinitarian presupposition integrated throughout

its systematiepractical theology using an inseparable operations perspective.
The perspective means that each person of the Trinity participates in a God

IAndrew P. Sandlin, OReflections of a Lifet
F r a mepedking Truth in Love: The Theology of, &titeébpdahn J. Hughes (Phillipsburg:

P&R, 2009),82.A1 s o, see OA Primer on Perspectival
website for a good sampling of both authdngtg://www.frame-poythress.or}y
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works, such as decrees, creation, providence, redemption, and judgment.
Many systematic theology books develop this integrative apprdach.

Throughout the Westminster StandardgWS), the namedGodhead
generally represents the TriuheRD: Father, Son, and Spirit (WCF 2:3; 26:3;
WLC 6, 310)* While this dnseparable operatiodsnotif is only explicit in
the doctrinesof creation (WCF 4:1), perseverance (WCF 17:2), and the eternal
communion of the saints with the Triune God in glory (WLC 90), the
symphonic pergamnspective means that whenever the divine nanmi& ot®
is used in the W3t represents the Trinity. There is hardly any section of the
entire WS that omits the mention of God or one of the divine persons,
evidencing aymphonic pergamspective.

We affirm that thesupraattributes of theLORD God the Father are the
samesupraattributes of theLORD God the Son, the second person of the

2Ad o ni s Howihd Doctriné of Inseparable Operations Unlocks the Gospel," May 3, 2021,
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/doctrinenseparableoperations/ accesed

November 4, 2022

%Robert Letham Systematic Thed/Ggyssway 201@8124); Vern Poythres$he Mystery of the

Trinity, (P&R 2020) 568587 See John OwerGommunion with Gmd,the importance of
communion with eaclperson of the TrinityThere is a reawakening to Trinitarian themes in

modern theology and biblical counseling: Michael Re®@ighting in the Trinity: An Introduction

to the Christian Fédlowners Grove: IVP Academic, 20R2gd Sander§he Deep Things of God:

How the Trinity Changes Evefythieaton, Crossway2010) Robert LethamThe Holy Trinity
(Phillipsburg: P&R, 2004); Bruce A. WarEather, Son and Holy Spirit: Relationships, Roles and
Relevang@/heaton: Crossway, 2005); Stephen SeamaMisjstry in the Image of God: The
Trinitarian Shape of Christian Service (Downers Grove: IVP, 2006).

‘WCF 8:2 is an exception, where 0Godheadd r ef
o0manhood. "

5171 times in WCF, 241 times in W&l so t here about Lorh tuses
represent the Trinity in WCF 1:1; 7:3; 13:1:2®2:8B; 23:1; 24:3; 33:2. Its primary use in WLC

are found in the many of the phrases of the Decalogue and its preface: WLC 101, 102, 107, 110,
111, 114, 115, 120, 123, 133, only excepting VWRCoB@Fism into the Triune name brings one

i nt oopea and professed engagement to be whollyandonlyatke® 6 The ot her f ¢
or so Lo si mf WOF LoedJesus Christ, ptuhaglditional uses naming the
Lorb&Day and thé.orDE Supper.
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Trinity, and theLORD God the Holy Spirii shared equally eautotheoSod
of-himself, theselfexistent Triune God

Historical Debate on the Holy Spirit in WCF

Some have criticized th&/estminster Confedsioomitting a separate
chapter on the Holy Spirit. One Presbyterian denomination (PCUSA) even
added Chapter 34, "On the Holy Spltin 1903 It provides a valuable
summary of the work of the Spirit throughout the Confession. However, this
Chapter 34 addition and another proposed additional Chapter 35 latze
rejected by conservatives lioth the OPC and PCAor three main reasons.
First, they were seeas merely a summary of what was already clearly said in
the Confession and CatechisnSecond,they disordered the integrative
perspective on the Holy Spinthich wasalready built intothecConf e s si
many chapers.And finally, they weakened the teaching about the sovereign
election of God in salvatich.

Sinclair Fergusonwhile highlighting thesymphonic persoonsf of the
Spiritds work throughout his teac
practical theologysuggests that one reason for the omission of a chapter on
the Spirit may béthe controlling influence of the biblical teaching in which
the Spirit is seen as the agent and not askiectof faith (John 16:15)?

6 Calvin used this Greek termutothed® affirm and protect the biblical teaching about the
divinity of Christ as selexistent God, Goebf-himself,ex se ips&ut that the Son derives his
hypostatic identity second person of the Trinity from the generated relations he has with the
Father from before the ages, see Robert Reynfohitw Systematic Theology of the Christian Fait
2ed(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 19382¥¢331

7 http://www.bible -researcher.com/wescoappb.htmi

8 https://theaquilareport.com/arsynodapprovesremovingtwo-chaptersand-a-note-from-
its-versiorrof-the-confession/ See alsdttps://thirdmill.org/answers/answer.asp/file/46744

and https://www.christianstudylibrary.org/article/westminstezonfessiorfaith-chapter2-
god-holy-spirit [accessed December 6, 2022].

Sinclair Ferguson, 0T h eThelWeatmihstemCpnfessfon in theeChutc
TodayAlasdair Heron, 1982, 36, the entire chapter at
https://archive.org/details/westminsterconfe0000unse_f8m1l/page/38/mode/2ufied at
https://www.christianstudylibrary.org/article/westminsteconfessiorfaith-chapter2-god
holy-spirit, [accessed December 6, 2022].
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Accomplishing Redemption by Mediate Representation

As a general summary, the counsel of the Trinity ordains everything that
happens in creation and providence (WCF 3:1; WLC 12).

God [meaning the Triune Gddhgah eternal and immutable decree, out

of his mere love, for the praise of his glorious grace, to be manifested in
due time, has elected some angels to glory; and in Christ has chosen some
men to eternal lifegnd the means themedfalso, according to his sovereign
power, and the unsearchable counsel of his own will (whereby he extends
or withholds favor as he pleases), has passed by and foreordained the rest
to dishonor and wrath, to be for their sin inflicted, to the prais¢hef

glory of his jusce (WLC 13; see WCF 3:3;8.

T h e w de nikans theredtenter on the Father effectually uniting the
elect to theLORD Jesus Christ as Gemian mediator (WLC 389) by the
Word and Spirit and the testimony of the visible church, to enjoy communion
with Christ and with the members of the visible church. Our communion with
the Triune God is mediated by the virtues of Chrisid the effectual
application of these virtues by the Spirit (WLC 6%). The Triune God
condescends as divine persons relating to man through covenants (WCF 7:1)
and using the analogical language of a relationship as Father, Son, and Spirit.
Essentially, WCF 2:13 presupposeshat the symphonic persamasking in
creation and providence, perfectly reveal $inphonic attribdfes

The ontological Trinity, who God is in his being before creation, is
revealed to us primarilgy works in this worldthat showhis characterand
attributes. Johi® Gospel provides examples of WCF2:&howing howthe
symphonic pergangectly reveal theymphonic attribytescisely thecovenant
relational attributesperienced by a sinless Christ fulfilling the covenant of
works for his people. Thu€hrist does not need repentance and does not
experience the primary attributes WCF 2:1 mentions as grace, mercy, patience,
or forgivenessWe could describe all these words in J8HBospel as subsets

10Heb. 1:2; Col. 1:1233; 2 Cor. 3:118B
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of the twolovin@ndrejoicingovenantrelational attribute verbs in chapter's.

I have created a phrase describing the interdependence of Jadmnous
words or conceptsmutual exact representatiotd enabled by relational
presencé®and indwelling'4to listen'®>and know!®in order to enjoy’and
glorify 2This construction of the interrelationship emphasizes the theme of
representation.

Stephen R. Holmesffers a more critical view via his assertion that #hn
Gospel does not describe the ontological Trinitarian relationship. Holmes
appeals to church historical theologians to assert that the descriptions of the
relationship between the Father, Son, and Spirit in @@ospel apply to the
humanity of Christ in his relation to the Father and Spirit and that the
ontological relational Trinity is too mysterious to understalitHowever,
since Joh& Gospel makes it clear that Jesus is Bek can still affirm that
Johr& Gospel describes the relationship between God the Father and God the
Son.n contrast, | suggest thatteetter way to describe what we see in Jghn
Gospel isa mutual fellowship in God's attributes that includes both Christ's ©
humanityVe can affirmboth Holmesghumanity-of-Christ interpretation asa

1Though he bore our curses for sin on the cross, he did not need God to relate to him with grace,
mercy, patience, and forgiveness. Nevertheles$,dRe, as second person of the Trinity, and
Jesus Christ as man, is supremely suited to be our covenant mediator, and he must use thes
covenamelational attributeffectionte reconcile us to the Father in the covenant of grace (WLC
36-40).

12 called coinherence, whereby any one of t
the name, will, and authority of the other Triune persons, John 4:3€:973; 10:25, 38; 14:10
21;16:8 5 . I'n the vocabul ar yexacdfmpHe bnrte vosf 1h:i 35, nG
i mage of hiexaetrsoepr Kd&nt &@ati on of his bei
nature of .Godo6 Phillips

BExpressed as owith youdé John 16:32; 17:5
UExpressed as o0in yowd John 14:120, 20; 10: .
15John 11:41; 12:28, 34, 47; 3:32; 5:24, 28, 30, 37; 16:13; 14:24

16John 10:15; 8:55; 14:8417:3, 25

17Mutual loving John 3:35; 5:20; 10:17; 17:24; mutual delight and praise, John 6:27; 5:41; 11:41
18John 17:8; 16:14, which includes verbs of mutual honoring, John 5:23; 8:49; 12:26; 7:18; 4:4
12:2, and mutual testifying John 5:37; 8:16, 18, 26; 12:26, 28; 15:26; 16:14; 10:25

19SeeThe Quest for the Trinity: The Doctrine of God in Scripture, HistorgDanwehigtsderoitg:

| VP Academic, 2012) , however, n e g-éxistenteioh g J
Christ (John 1:1, 18; 262B. lorpis used to describe Jesus

20 John 1:3; 8:24, 28; 20:22
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part of the truthalong witha Triune fellowship of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

In other words, we are seeing active expressions of the shared attributes of the
Trinity in relational dimensions, correcting a tendency to view &od
attributes as static theological terms abstracted from their active operations
in the world.Scripture unfoldsoth the ontological nature of the Trinity and

the consonant expressions of his attributes in hist@ also see the Triune
persons in neveovenamelationahction with the second Adam, Jesus Christ,

as a pattern for the alreagyccomplisheebut-not-yet-perfected covenant
relational affectiarfsbelievers with God and with one another as mediate
representatives (see Chapter 5).

OurLorDJ esus Chri st, descr i b-eldtionaly J ot
words, providesan archetypicalrepresentatipattern for new covenant
reconciled relationships with God and each other. Th&p, as the second
person of the Trinity, is the oradial
of his natur e. 6-Chig, hda i$ tee fufitnemnt oftak the ma n
offices of prophet, priest, and king (Heb. 1:3; Cok2D)15Those united to
Christ in effectual calling relationally experience and represent all these
mut ual words of Johnds Gospanallexdef i i
Christi representing pefdiwimge, angelic, human). Thus, we can rephrase the
summary of (elatibonspsvor@oss persbns united to Christ,
we participate in mutual analogicalepresentation enabled by relational
presence and the indwelling of God to listen and know God in truth to enjoy
and glorify himBy implication, though not symphonic pergaitiern, we also
love and delight in the radiance of thex Chrisshining God's radiance
through the created order and creatures. Everything that fulfills its-God
designed purposes to representlieis Christinhances our derivative loves and
delights, with all our foretasted experiences of kingdoome life channeled
back to God as the source ofleit Christoves and delights (Rom. 11:36).

In the application ofdGod¥ decreéof redemption andall the means
thereofp the symphonic pergmrspective reveals the archetypicakdiate
representativiethe resurrected, ascended, rigt#nd seated Christ receiving
authority to send the Spirit to apply the virtues of his mediation to his elect
within the context of the visible church (Acts 2:33). This archetypmcatiiate
representatpattern is then administered over all the universe, most visibly
revealed asymphonic abilities, viendaffectiortsy creategersor{angels and
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men) in relationshife God, to one another, and all creation. Even more
expansively, from Chri& place of power and authority, by the Spirit, he
appoints the whole created order of his written Word, angels, men, creatures,
and creatio® synchronies to serve themediate representdtimetions to
reveal the gloriousymphonic attributésGod, both his glorious grace and
glorious justice?! From the perspective of thEORD® covenaielational
attributes, even the wicked reveal his wrath as he gives men up to their lusts
and his justice while also revealing to them his common grace, kindness, and
patience so that they might benefit the righteous in the common operations
of society?? Biblical counseling is one way to alert counselees to the reality of
relational mediate representatiineven the counselor as mediate
representative to the counsefeand to equip counselees to actively
participate in mediately representing G&d supremacy attributes in
derivative ways in all their relationships.

The Triunesymphonic pergomspective teaches us that tisgmphonic
personperfectly reveal thesymphonic attribute®ugh each person of the
Trinity. Createdmediate representative parsgels, mankind) approximately
revealsymphonic abilities, vigndaffection&od forbids the use of idols as an
aid to knowing and worshiping him (2 C) because idols distort mediate
representation ofex Christiising lifeless silver or gold replicgsHe has
already provided living personas body and soul, speaking, seeing, hearing,
smelling, feeling, walking, singing, relational, mediatex Christi
representatives of his eternal power and divine nature. He only commands
shadowreplication of the place and meaning of propitiatory worship and
many other ceremonial typologiés. These OT shadow replications in
physical forms are replaced by the simplicity of the physical elements of the
sacramental administration, water, cooked grain, gnapejuice or wine,
readily available in every culture. These provide sensory signs to the believel
that guarantee the promise of Christ's propitiating, slavéelivering work.

2IRom. 1:221; Ps. 104:30; 963t 148:14; Isa. 55:11; Heb.-14:34:1:23; Eph. 4:12; Rom.
10:1415; 2 Cor. 3:6; Matt. 16118 1 Cor. 5:12; 6:3

22Prov. 16:4; Isa. 48:3; Rom. 1:B2; 9:22; Acts 14:17; 17:30; Matt. 5:45:3(B:28

23Ps, 115:4; Acts 17:329; 1 Cor. 12:2

24Heb. 8:56; 10:1; 12:22
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This symphonic perspesspective also helps bring developmental
applications to our correct proclamation of the Fatfieexact mediate
representatives in the person of therp Jesus Christ by the person of the
Spirit (WLC 1011, 36, 59). The archetypaédiate representagiagional
pattern must be extrapolated to the entire cosmos and its creatures. We
cannot have directunmediatedevelatory knowledge of the Fatli&eternal
power and divine nature We only know him through mediate
representatived> We come to the Father through Christ as @odediate
written Word is made effectual by the Spirit. This mediate Word alerts us
that the archetypical divine Fath€3on relationship is mediately represented
by sending the Spirit tadopt us asonsand providethe patternfor human
fatherson relationshipg® This primary mediate representative pattern is
replicated inall relationships with mediatg@erson8ven more, the mediating
creation and all creaturemalogicallyreveal Go& symphonic persons with
more or less clarity, dependingon their conformity tolex Chrisgiurposes’

Createdmediate representative pgetbasssons) approximately reveal
symphonic abilities, virtuabsaffection€Experiencing the Triunesymphonic
persongerspective requirebody-soul presence in approximate mediate
relationships in the created world subject to time and space, emphasizing the
primacy of the original family of fathepn relationships to communicakex
Christblessings or antiex Christiurses. The history of families in Scripture
reveals thatfatherson relationships have lfie most significant formative
power to bring lex Christblessings and mitigate its cursé& These
relationships alsdoring antilex Christturses and diminish its blessings
spirituakelationamateriaforms Consider how WLC 28 explains fathson
failures.

WLC Question 28: What are the punishments of sin in this world?
Answer: The punishments of sin in this world are either inward, as
blindness of mind, a reprobate sense, strong delusions, hardness of heart,

25Exod. 33:20; John 5:39; Eph. 6:4; Rom-18;1420; WCF 1:1; 20:4; 23:1; 25:3; WLC 2, 63
26Ps, 104:30; Luke 1:Eph. 3415; John 20;1Rom. 8:1:46

27Rom. 1:20; Acts 14:17; Ps. 96, 98, 148

28Note 8" C b | e ghatijonrpdays may be long, and that it may go well with [us] in the
Il and, 6 when we honor -3 A&stChrist rewards dur shedietce (WLE Ep h .
45), superiors should reward thex Christibedience of inferiors (WLC 129).
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horror of conscience, and vile affections; or outward, as the curse of God
upon the creatures for our sakes, and all other evils that befall us in our
bodies, names, estates, relations, and employments; together with death
itself.

However, consider how we could ac
outwardoé structure of WLC 28 to il
fatherson righteousness.

Catechism 2
Q. 2: What are the blessings lef Christibedience in this life?
A. 2: In this world still under the creationgdrovidential postfall curses,

al | bl essings rel at e bxGhrstule ih e andé¢he t o
entire creation are sourced from the Father and come to us through mediate
representatives. The exact represe

Word; approximate representatives are creation order, angels, man, and
creatures. Thee blessings are inward in the soul, such as mutually synergistic
peace of conscience toward God and his law inrumigh Christ, adoption

to sonship, spiritual discernment, renewed holy affections, and hope of glory
(%0 39, 1@ C).2° These blessings are outward, in the mskinsory body?
experiencing materiatelational blessings in timspace synchronies {4C),
physical bodies (& C), material resources on a portion of this earth (3,

and relationships (8 authority-submission; # C marriage, family) and
reputations (9' C). We respond to these inward and outward ghimgssings
revealedous,onus, andnus with legitimate derivative happiness that must
be disciplined with thankful contentment (¥0C). These all combine to

2%WLC 83 explanation of 6communion with Chr
the inward bl e sTheimembers of the ievidibleacbuoch e.: enjoy the sense of
Godds | ove, peace of conscience, joy in th
30|n addition to the normally accepted five senses of sight, taste, touch, hearing and smell, we
al so have var i ouBEquilibrioceptidna sénse of baapcBropsigtepiidn
knowing which parts of your body are where without lookignaesthegiaense of movement;
Thermoceptinwe know whether our environment is too cold or too hdbgciceptidrthe ability

to feel painChronoceptidow we sense the passing of tilMagnetoreceptibe ability to

detect magnetic fields; and additional sensations of itch, muscle tension, pressure, stretch
(bladder, stomach, lungs, intestines), chemoreceptors (poisons, drugs, hormones), thirst and
hunger, https://www.hellahealth.com/blog/wellness/humaiise-sensesaccessed December

5, 2022.
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nurture our chief and highest purposes to glorify and enjoy Gbd 3t C;

WLC 1). Further, these blessings must be refledigds to others while
awaiting their eternal perfection in the new heavens and new earth and the
removal of the punishments of sin in this world.

Note that mediateepresentative blessing is not just a temporal response
to sin but a creational design that will be restored. WLC-123 extrapolates
from the §' C the familial fathesson relationship as the motif recreated in all
personal relationships. In the new earth, mediate representative blessing will
be eternal in new forms. The origindl & purpose of wise fathers raising
naive and disobedient children in the nurture and discipline of_tbreD will
be fulfilled in a new earth where everyone is a son taught by God the Father
with everyone harmoniously reigning as kifdgshe original 7 C purpose of
helping companionship in marriage (Gen. 2:18) will be fulfilled in a populated
new earth of eternbl adopted sons and daughtersin brother-sister
relationships in companionship with Christstrue sonand elder brother?

Then the distorting curses by the failure of mediate representative persons in
this life will be removed (Rev. 21:Fhis mediate representative pattern will
be examined in detail iIBECTIONTWO.

For Reflection

i. Explain why this is true: The symphonic attributes perspective has no

revelatory effect without joining it to the symphonic persons perspective.

ii. The Triune persons show divine attributes. Who exactly represents? Who
analogically represents? Give biblical proofs.

iii. How does mediate representation apply the Triusymphonic persons
perspective to everything in daily life?

iv. How does WLC 28 alert us to both inner spiritual and outer physical
elements of application?

v. Why is it necessary to propose a balancing explanatiomexfChristi
blessings as compared to WLC 28 on the curses and punishments?

vi. Do you think the church has neglected the physical elements of biblical
application to focus exclusively on the spiritual elements of Christi&nity

31Rev. 21:7; 5:10; Heb. 8:11
32Matt. 22:30; John 20:17; Rom. 864292 Cor. 6:18



CHAPTERY

The Symphonic Lex ChristiPerspective
Catechism 3

Q. 3: Elect believer, what do you believe about the -matative of the
dominion of the righteousoRD (DRL)?

A. 3: That the righteous triune king has graciously given hisesdithed
Scripture for establishing his dominion of righteousness on the earth among
mankind. He has given his Scriptuceus for revealing his righteous election,
and in his time, working saving faith in us by the Spirit; for uniting us to Christ,
the righteous Saviekord-King; to show us our unrighteousness unto
repentance for forgiveness of our sins by the propitiation sfchbss; for
applying the dominion of his righteousnessto ys bChr i st 6 s r €
credited in justification and written on our hearts for daily sanctification; for
joining us to his righteous assembly to bless us with edifying gifts; and to give
us enduring hope in the finalization of his kingdom by bringindgpody and
soul into his newly prepared creation, the home of righteousness. By the
mystery of his sovereign will, our triune king hgisenhis enemiesip to
unrighteousness; to blind and harden them unto religious pluralism, laziness,
worldly wealth, caresof this world, fear of those who can Kkill the body,
ignorance, superstition, idol worship, false religion, atheism, humanism,
national and political pride, hatred, and persecution; passing them by and
leaving them in their sins; providing for their phyadineeds; administering
temporal judgments; and patiently enduring until he finally executes his
unrestrained, eternal wrath in his prepared hell.

The symphornliex Chrisperspectivaneans the recurringx Christnotif,
most commonly summarized by the terms righteousness or unrighteousness
(also including holiness, godliness, good works, and sinfulness) throughout
the topics of Westminster 0 WLGalset en
provides alex Christi nt egr ating motif that hel
over the OINT biblical narrative and various aspects of systematic and
practical theology. It can also explain the luxuriant complexitdésevery
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created thing in the universe, each wiglx Christeflectedon, inandbyit (see
Chapter 10).This perspective is an application of tlsymphongersons
revealingsymphorattributeschoosing the attribute of righteousness, with its
moral law details, and noting its recurrence as a symphonic motif actuated in
the work of the Triune brRD(Chapters 5 and 6).

The DNA helix icon shown in Figure 8 represents repeated righteousness
within the symphonic lex Christif. When we first grasp the integrative unity
of the biblicallex Christhotif (Chapter 3) as a revelation of the glory of God,
we begin to notice its replication in the structure of the created universe and
the biblical narrative. This motif recurs in infinitely complex patterns,
integrated into the full scope of systematietiogical topics (see Figure 8)
and within the patterns of the created world and its natural environment (see
Chapter 10).

The following sentences provide summaryof biblical doctrine and
history. Scripture trains in righteousness. TheRD is righteous. Th&ORD
elects some men to righteousness. DbrDcreates Adam righteous and gives
himthe LORD&entire righteous law in Eden. TheRDpermits maid fall into
unrighteousness and passes by some, leaving them in their unrighteousness
unto final judgment. Th&ORD promises Christ, the Righteous offspring of
the woman, whobecomes incarnate to fulfill righteousness as the second
Adam.Through effectual cally the Word and Spiritbelievers are united to
Christ to commune with him in grace and glory. We are credited Vg
Christirighteousness in justification, imparted witkex Christivisdom in
sanctification,and enabled tappropriatethe means of grace in communion
with the saints to exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administrate these
Christivirtues n all assemblies of two or mofhe LORD leads his church to
discipline according tdex ChristiThe saints hope for a perfectix Christi
world and relationships in glorificatiolheLORDconsummates judgment on
unrighteousness and eternally prepares a home of righteousness in the new
heavenandnew earth. At the same time, hell is the application of justice, a
place filled with the chaos of an aéix Chriséinvironment

1See the authorés PhD thesis 2.2.3 for the sp
in 4.7 with biblical texts. See a related article highlighting two theologians who used this
perspective after the Westminster Standards were published: Richaild Me r , 0The Cov
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% Supremely Glorious Triune Lord

(attributes & persons) revealed by ... |(!)
——

P4 Scripture trains in righteousness

> Election to righteousness |
[FOR . p
' Created righteous |2
P permits fall into unrighteousness
o4 Righteous One Promised

> Righteous covenant renewed
M Righteousness accomplished [©)

O Righteousness applied
»I  Righteousness consummatedv

Lex Christi motif is a repeated
refrain in systematic theology
and pastoral practice

Figure 8Symphor&x ChrisPerspective

Ferguson notes that the outworking of Ghdlecree is expressed by the
Westminster Standard@structural perspective in the WCF using federal
headship of representatives, also called covenant theology, beginning with the
covenant of works with Adam, followed by a covenant of grace with Christ,
his lawwork on our behalf (WCF 7:3)2 This federalism formed one of the
significant organizing motifs for all its doctrines, since all humanity must be
united to one or the other federal hedtle symphonidex Chrisperspective
elucidates Westminsterds federal C «

of Works and the Stability of the Divine Law in Seventee@tntury Reformed Orthodoxy: A
Study in the Theol ogy of Her @avin TWoldgisal Jawsnala n
29 (1994): 7801.

2Sinclair Ferguson, 0 T h eTheldeatmihstemCgnfessfon im theeChutc
TodayAlasdair Heron, 1982,-3Q, 369, entire chapter at
https://archive.org/details/westminsterconfe0000unse_f8m1/page/38/mode/2up
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Details of the SymphonicLex Christi Perspective

The dominion of the righteousLORD (DRL) for the electcan be
expounded usinghe detailed symphonitex Christiutline which follows,in
which righteousnéas explained by thiex Christhotif) is therepeated refrain.
Footnotes link Scripture, WCF, WLC, and other supportive sources. This
adaptation makes the integrative patterns more evident as an aid to teachers
and students of all agé€hapter 2 highlighted this motif in comparison to
WCF but with a great diversity of biblical terms. The critical contribution of
this outline is tounify the languafysystematic theology and pastoral practice
aroundthe righteousness motif by providing a grand unifying theory (GUT)
which can potentially transform our understanding of God and our place in
the world and reduce the dualism that separates faith and life.

1. Scripture trains in righteousness Scripture reve
righteousness and trains in righteousnéssvealed to man in history

SFor exampl e, the author used a similar outl
preparing for church membership in the PCA using the BGO five membership questions,
also used to prepare to baptize those not baptized as infants and to pfepa@mmunion.
According to feedback received, the class was beneficial in providing students with an
integrative way to understand the Bible. See
at https://bethoumyvision.net/resourcean/

42 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 5:TBelex Christnotif integrates with the doctrine of Scripture since the

law itself reflects and performs the righteousness it commands when appreciated through
union with Christ by the Spirit.3st C: the lex Christis pure, perfect, clean, and supreme as
epistemic truth criterion for all other knowledge; the law is Go@athed, Goedvritten on
tablets of the human heart and conscier2® .C: Thelex Christs part of the Lord's covenant

with man.3d C: Thelex Christises the name of th®rp properly and is a true witness to men
about Godds h ondd€: TrelexdChrisi$ usesl forrottieriegsosr times, reading
hearingresting on the Sabbathdérp&Day, and working on the six days of lati#t.C: Thelex
Christis the authority that all human authorities must use to teach, reprove, correct, and train
in righteousness, which those under authority must obey and that standard of righteousness
which equals must mutually encouragé. C: Thelex Christs life-promoting and protecting

the bread by which we liveth C: Thelex Chrisis a marriage license between God and his
people.8h C: TheLord gives the lex Clamstivritten tablets, scrolls, and hearts he created,
preserved in all eternit@™h C: Thelex Christs the witness of truth to men about themselves
and one anotherl0" C: Thelex Chrisfs soutsatisfying, causing men to love, rejoice, and
meditate on it day and nighee chapter 3.43] 3.5-P.
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by special revelation, his holy Wobdind for interpreting general
revelation, leading the saints to saving faith

2. The LORD is righteous The supremely glorious Triun€ORD
revealing himself

3. Election to righteousness all glory be given to the righteous Triune
LorDrevealed in his kingly dominidithe Father who by grace alone
decreed the fall while righteously choosing his elect in Christ by the
Spirit for royallaw-righteousness and justly passing by the rest in
their sins’

4. The LORD creates man righteouscreating man in his image to rule
over the eartwriting the royal law of Christ on his heart to receive
creation ordinances as the perfect rule of righteoushess

5. TheLorDper mits manos f al I(originalim): un
Adam disobeyed and fell into bondage to sin;LtbeD permits the
fall to display his righteousness and condemn sin due to lack of
conformity to royal law righteousne$s.

SWCF 16:1; Ps. 119:160

SWCF 2:12; 15:2; 1 Chron. 29:11; Ps202145:113; Isa. 9:7; 32:1; Dan. 2:448;4127; Matt.

4:23; 6:33; 9:35; 224; 24:14; Mark 16:15; Acts 20:25; Rom. 1:1,692155; 10:16; 11:28; 14:17;
15:16, 120; 16:25; 1 Cor. 18; Gal. 3:8; &. 14:6. Ifhe King in His Beauty: A Biblical Theology of t
Old and New Testarrgetiseine(2013)develops similar ONT biblical theology themes of the

king uniting all kingdom citizens into his eternal kingdom: Job 36:3; 37:23; Ps. 7:17; 22:31; 31
33:5; 35:24, 28; 37:6; 45:4, 7; 50:6; 65:5; 89:14; 98:2; 99:4; 103:6; 111:3; 112:94,6t194142; Isa.
9:7; 11:5; 45:28; Jer. 9:24; 23:6; John 17:25; Rorl81:3B, 242, 2526; Lev. 19:2; 1 Pet.-1:15

16; 2 Pet. 1:1; Rev. 15:4.

"WCF 5:4, 6; Eph. 1:4; Rom. 231Jas. 1:25;28 . o0 Royal | awd in Jame
as "kingdom law," again showing that the law is part oLibrep&rule over his kingdom.

8Gen. 1:26; Acts 17-26; Eph. 4:24; WCF 4:2; 6:2

9 For details, see Chapter 11; WCF 4:2:219:1

10WCF 5:4, 6; 6:1, 6; Isa. 46:12; 48:18; 58:2; 59:14; Rom. 3:5, 10; 9:31; 10:3, 5; Gal. 3:21; Jas. .
For details see Chapter 11. As with WLC 151, and because of the interdependence of the mor
law, any one sin usually breaks multiple commandmesuish that failure to fear and trust the

Lorb and worship him in biblically defined ways leads to many other sins against man, or
conversely, any unmortified discontentment, unthankfulness, grumbling, complaining or lust
can lead to breaking other commandments (see Jas. 2:10; 1-Tidn.16Cbr06-12).
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6. Righteous One promisedgospel promises proclaimed after the fall

7. Righteous covenant renewedr ef reshed the <creat
perfect rule of righteousness in the royal f&wnd the evident
historical inability of all men in Adam to perfect royal law
righteousnes$?

8. Righteousness accomplishedulfilled in the second Adam, Christ's
gospel ministry, who, agORD, establishes an eternal kingdom of
righteousness by uniting his elect kingdom citizeriests and
ambassadors under his dominion by saving fdith
a. the Son, as the second person of the Trinity, fully God with all the

supremacy attribute's
b. taking full humanity upon himself, as Christ, filled with the Spirit
to fulfill royal-law-righteousness, thiex Christ
c. enduring the passion and crucifixion, suffering the wrath and
curses of the law fogospelpropitiation on behalf of the moral
law unrighteousness of the eléct
d raised and exalted to the?®Fathe

9. Righteousness appliedto practical theology (PT) and pastoral
practice (examples):

a. By the decree of the Father, Christ sends the righteous Spirit to
apply electionwork ing saving faith through effectual calling
(WLC 67)

1WCF 7:56; 8:6; Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 15:6; Rom:64:3, 51, 13, 22; Gal. 3:6, 8, 21; Hd2:4134s.
2:23; Rev. 13:8

12WCF 6:6; 15:2; 19:2; Exod. A01Deut. 541; Rom. 7:12

13Rom. 9:31; 10:3; 2 Cor. 3:9; Gal. 2:21; Phil 3:9; Tit. 3:5

14WCF 8:5, 8; 25:2; Exod. 19:6; 2 Sam13;115; Ps. 45:6; Isa. 9:7; Jer. 33:15; Dan. 2:44; Luke 1:33;
Rom. 1:17; 5:19; 10:4; 14:17; 2 Cor. 3:9; 5:20; 9:9; Phil. 12111;Bd201:13; Heb. 1:8; Re® 1:4
I5SWCF 8:2; John 1:1; 4:10; 8:24, 58; 14:1; 20:28

16WCF 8:23; 11:2; Ps. 99:4; Isa. 18;16:5; 32:1; 49;153:11; 59:18; 63:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech.
9:9; Matt. 3:15; 5:18; 27:19; John 12%3Acts 3:14; Rom. 5187 Heb. 1:9; 7:2; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 John
2:1, 29. He also fulfilled the civildaceremonial law to point us to the new covenant realities
they foreshadowed, WCF 1943

I"WCF 8:4-5; Matt. 27: 11, 37; Rom. 285Col. 1:2@3; Pet. 3:18

18Matt. 28:18; Acts 2:3b
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b. convicting the elect of all /lex Christi unrighteousness unto
repentance for forgiveness
propitiation *°to flee from the danger of being under God's cursed
wrath (WLC 27) and his threat of hell's justice (WLC 29);
mourning our experience of the punishments (WLC 28) and
aggravations of sin (WLC 151) from this fallen world, others' sins,
and Satan; hating and griing the corruption and offensiveness
(WLC 76) of our original sin in Adam (WLC 286) and our
contribution to our own and others' experience of the
punishments (WLC 28) and aggravations (WLC 151g»fChristi
sins

i.  against communion with God 43¢ C, WLC 27)
ih against our own and others?®o
views of history (4 C)
iii.  against roles of authority, submission, and equalityQ%
iv.  against life (6 C)
V. against onenanonewoman marriage {7C)
vi.  against property ancesources (8 C)
vii.  against reputations (9C)
viii.  against virtuous desires (1)

19WCF 15:36; Luke 24:47; John 14:8; Acts 2:341; 13:10; 17:31; Rom. 8:4, 10; 14:17; 1 Tim. 3:1(
Based on connections in the verses in this footaatethe following explanatiorthough not
explicitly used in ScriptureRighteouSpirit, GodlySpirit, andHolySpirit could all be used to
describe the third per s onbibictladiettiee usedto describy .
the Spirit. He is also called tleeS p i r iLbrDO¢JEIAg 3:10;66:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6, 19, 15:14
Sam10:6; 161D Spirit of Go&pi (Mat bf CTHEDPBY 6t (ROT
(John16:13),Spi rit of holinesso6 (Rom. 1:4), o0Spi
8:15), oSpirit of his Son6 (Gal. 4:6), 0Sp
oSpirit of gdnadespedally(ndte Ifamh 1d8hdithe Sgirt of thd ORDshall

rest upon him, theSpirit of wisdaand understanditige Spirit of counsel and nighSpirit of
knowledge and the fear bORI® | conclude that the Spirit can be described by his
ambassadorial sending to represent the other persons of the Trinity and by the various
derivative attributes he imparts to men, including the Spirit's fruits (Gal. 222Eph. 5:9

where some textual vants and the KJV translates as "For the fruit of the Sggiit all
goodness, righteousness, and truth). Thus, we can infer that the term "Righteous Spirit" is a
biblically derived phrase synonymous with "Holy Spirit" and use it in this outline to show
coherence with its righteous/righteousness theme.
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c) credi t i nlgxCaisturightedusnsess in justification?° all
ten aspects déx Christi righteousnessyith declared

i.  access to behold the Lord's glory as dagkened mirrof!

ii. access to communion with Christ by the Spitit

ii. with Godds name, as Godds ci
written on us (3! C)%3

iv.  entrance into spiritual rest from our laborsf{€)?*

v. adoption to sonship from every nation, joined to our
brother-sister family as equals, initiating the healing of
enmity between nations by ruling over theni(G)2°

vi.  right to eat from the Tree of Life, the hidden manrifaQ§?®

vii.  married to Christ, clothed in white wedding garment& (7
C)27
vii.  co-heirs with Christ (8" C)?8

ix.  names written in the Book of Life and confessed as worthy
before the Father {9C)2°

X.  hunger and thirst for righteousness is satisfied; built as a
permanent pillar in the temple of God {1Q)3°

20WCF 11:P; 14:2; Ps. 106:31; Isa. 53:11; Roi81342,-6, 9, 11, 13-23; 5:1-21; 8:4; 9:30;
10:910; 1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; 2 Tim. 2:8

212 Cor. 3:18; 1 Cor. 13:12

222 Cor. 3:18; Heb. 12:22; John 1:14; 14:6; Rev. 3:204223% and 24 C, respectively
23Rev. 3:12/41C

24Heb. 4.3

25Rom. 8:1416; Gal. 44; 2 Cor. 6:18; Matt. 12:50; Rev. 2:26; 3:21; 21:7

26Rev. 2:7, 17

27Rev. 3:45, 18; Eph. 5:227; for allusions to white garments in marriage and weddings, see
Eccles. 9:B; Matt. 22:112

28Gal. 4:7; Rom. 8:17

29Rev. 3.5

30Matt. 5:6; Rev. 3:12



CHAPTERTY: THE SYMPHONIC LEX CHRISTIPERSPECTIVE 109

d. writing /ex Christi righteousness on the sanctified hearts of the
electfrom among all nation¥that they may pursue righteousness as
a visible church, a kingdom of priestsewarding the righteous?
keeping them in saving faith by their mutual suppdrand the
ministry of elect angel¥. Exercise the grace of the new covenant
(WLC 32) to

i. behold the Lordds gl 8C€)%, as
a) practical theology of symphonic persons revealing
symphonic attributes
i. commune with the Father through Christ by the Spirit in
grace and glory (2C)3"
a) practical theology oprayep®
iii. live like God's name, God's city name and Christ's name are
written on us (3¢ C)3°
a) practical theology of evangelism, missions, and
apol ogetics proclaiming Go
otherdiaspora ministrie®
iv.  enter into spiritual rest from our daily labors{4€)**

31WCF 11:5; 13:1, 3; 16:2; Rom. 8:4, 10; Heb. 8:10; 10:16

32WCF 20:3; Exod. 198; Ps. 23:3; Jer. 22:3; Hos. 10:12; Zeph. 2:3; Matt28;6:33; Rom.
6:13, 16,-I®; 8:10; 14:17; Eph. 4:24; 1 Thess. 2:10; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22; Jas. 3:18; 1 Pet. .
1 John 2:29; 3:7; Rev. 19:8

331 Sam. 26:23; 1 Kings 8:32; Ps.-83;19:16; 106:3; Prov.-8018.16, 1819; 12:28; 14:34;
16:12; 21:21; Isa. 32:17; 54:14; 58:8; 60:17; 1 Pet. 3:12

34WCF 5:1, 4, 5; 33:3; Isa. #t:5er. 189; Matt. 5:10; Rom. 8:30; Heb. 12:54; 1 Pet. 3:14;
5:610

35Matt. 28:180 (presumably the Great Commission is the primary duty of the elect angels to
elect humanity); Heb. 1:1&; Ps. 37:7; Ps. 912t1Dan. 6:22; Acts 12:7; Matt. 1:20; 2:13; 24:31;
Rev. 22:16

362 Cor. 3:18; 1 Cor. 13:12

STWLC 69, 82, 83; 2 Cor. 3:18; Heb. 1222ohn 1:14; 14:6; Eph. 2:18; Rev. 3:20; 22:3

38WCF 14:1; 2148 Matt. 6:913

39Rev. 3:12!4C

40 Here, the categories of practical theology can be integrated with the moral law. WEE 14:1
25:2; 26:2; Matt. 21:32; 24:14; Luke 24918\cts 1:8; 20:25; 24:25; Eph-8612 Pet. 2:5

41Heb. 4:3
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Vi.

Vil.

Viil.

a) practical theology of ORD& Dayworship;*? partaking of
righteous signs and seals of the covenant of tfrace

live like holy sons from every nation, without fear of

condemnation or Fatherly discipline, joined to our brother

sister family as equals, ruling over natior8 (§**

a) practical theology of preaching, teaching, counseling,
small groups, Sunday school

b) practical theology of church governmeatiministering
church discipline to guard righteousness by theRD®
appointed righteous eldefs

c) practical theology of family and youth; adoptibn

eat from the tree of life, the hidden manna, know that we have

eternal life (& C)*’

a) practical theology of peacemakifig

b) practical theology of health care (psychiatric medicines,
birth control methods, in vitro fertilization, elderly care,
andend-of-life issues)

enjoy marriage to Christ, submitting to him to purify our

garments (7 C)*°

a) practical theology of gender and marriage

co-heirs with Christ, as the meek who begin to inherit the

earth (8" C)%°

a) practical theology of natural worlgstewardship

b) practical theology of marketplace ministry

make our calling and election sure as those with reputational

integrity who bear faithful witness to others {(aC)5!

42\WCF 21:78; Exod. 20:8

BWCF 14:1; 27:1

44Heb. 12:14; Rom. 8:1,-18, 34; Gal. 4:@; 2 Cor. 6:18; Matt. 12:50; Rev. 2:26; 3:21; 21:7
4SWCF 20:4; 30:8; Acts 20:281; 2 Cor. 6:7; 1 Tim-B31.Tit. 1:9

46 WCF 24:23; Gen. 1:28; Ps. 8:2; 1370\3al. 2:15; 4:6; Luke 1:17; Matt@914Cor. 7:14; 2 Cor.
6:14; Eph. 64; Proverbs

471 John 5:13; Rev. 2:7, 17

48 Matt. 5:9; Rom. 12:421; 2 Cor. 5:18L

49Rev. 3:45, 18; Eph. 5:227; for allusions to white garments in marriage and weddings, see
Eccles. 9:B; Matt. 22:112

50Gal. 4:7; Rom. 8:17; Matt. 5:5

512 Pet. 1:31; Rev. 3:5
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a) practical theology of journalism and church histgry
X.  thankful and content irall that God provides (10C)>3
a) practical theology of the soul: conscience, heart, and min

10. Righteousness consummatedthe righteous promises of God are all
fulfilled in righteous judgments and rewards
a. raising the souls of the elect who died before his second coming to
perfection in righteousness until their bodies are raised
b. returning to glorify the elect bgonquering death, the last enemy,
raising their bodies in perfected motalv-righteousness and
granting them to dwell forever with him and the elect angels in the
renewed kingdorrcreation of righteousne¥sand to destroy all other
unrighteous rule, power, and authority, righteously judging the
wicked by turning all hissupremacyattributes againstthem to
eternally curse and delivering the perfectly righteous, midewl
submissive kingdom to the Fatfér
i. we shall osLCee his faced (1
i. owor Bhm@C)( 2
ii.h. ohave his name 6®8@[our] foreh
iv. we shall enter his workest in the creation rhythms of days,
weeks, months, seasons, and yeafsq®
v. we shall be joined with our brothesister family as harmonious
co-rulers, enjoying the healed enmity between natioffsGp°

52Heb. 12:4; 13:7; Dan. 2:44; Matt 16:18

531 Tim. 6:610; Phil. 4:113; Heb. 136 Matt. 5:6; Rev. 3:12

54WCF 32:1; Heb. 12:23

SSWCF 33:2; Dan. 7:18, 22, 27; Matt. 13:43; 25:46; 2 Pet. 3:13

S6WCF 33:1; Ps. 9:8; 96:13; 98:9; Isa. 10:22; 111@; 28:97; 60:12; Acts 17:31; Rom. 1:32; 2:5; 1
Cor. 15:2#8; Rev. 19:11; 21:8

57TRev. 22:3}

8Re V. 22: 2; 14:13; 6:11; Christ fulfills t
Isa. 60:120; Rev. 21:235; 22:5). However, the time patterns and signs of stars, sun, moon,
seasons, day and night, weekly rhythms, Sabbaths, andwi#aemain the same: months are

still marked by new fruit, the heavenly bodies will remain forever fixed. (Rev. 22:2, 2241:23
Gen. 1:148; Ps. 89:3%7; 104:19; Isa.-60; Jer. 31:35 Jrom rew moon to new moon, and
from Sabbath to Sabbath, al l flesh shall c
66:23).

9Rev. 22:2, Rev. 21:2; Matt. 22:30; 12t50te number of Godd&és chil d
will be earth filled Matthew 22:30; Rev. 21:278 14:5; 19:0; Genesis 1:28; 15:5; 22:17; 32:12
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vi. forever living in the abundant foedater, lifesustaining new
heavens and new earth with a physical homeGy°
vii. married to Christ (T C)%t
viii. given stewardship over lands and cities with control over the
wealth of the nations (BC)%2
iXx. honored with the tesugvingptheny of
crowns of r i"@Fteousnesso (9
X. we shall be satisfied with all we need {XD)5

Significance of this Perspective

Why is this perspective critical in biblical counseling@r four reasons.
First, this perspectiveprevents the legalistic application of the other
perspectives. Everything we are commanded to do in the moral law is an
exercise of the grace received in the symphtaxdChrisperspective. The
work of Christ and the Spirit intimately integrate thex Christguch that
faith-union with Christ applies thdex Christighteousness required to see
God®®

Second, this perspective provides a unifying structural motif for
understanding the biblical history of redemption and the integration of
systematic and practical theologgelieversof all agesan understand this
repeated pattern. Though WCF 73also uses covenants as a unifying motif,
the detailed structure afhe covenant of works itex Christighteousness
failed by the first Adam and fulfilled by the second Adam (Rom-23:)12
Becaus€hrist accomplished this active righteousness, the covenagttack
can be applied as the Spirit effectually chlselectto saving faitffi faith in
his death for forgiveness and fdying to sin andin his resurrection for
credited righteousness and vivification of {be& Chrislife 56

60 Rev. 2:7; 21:3, 6; 22:2

61Rev. 21:2

62Rev. 21:3, 2426; Matt. 5:5; 19:29; Luke 19:17

6The saintsd reputation of faith and good wo
truthful testimony about them is given for proof of their salvation, Rev. 3:5; 20:15; 1 Ceor. 15:24

26; Gal. 5:5; 2 Tim. 4:8

64Rev. 21:6, 223, 24, 26; 2:7

651 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 811®; 10:16; 12:14; Ron;8Tit. 2:1-14; WLC 6569

66 Rom. 1:5; 4:2425; 6:121; 8-16; 10:90; Acts 2:33; Gal. &8, 2329; WLC 3132, 6981



CHAPTERTY: THE SYMPHONIC LEX CHRISTIPERSPECTIVE 113

Third, this perspective provides a Westminster motif for integrating
systematic and practical theology. Notice that the outline structure above
unifies the phrasing of the various systematic theological doctrines of
Scripture, God, man, Christ, salvatitime visible church, and the Last Things.
Within the application oflex Christighteousness by the Spirit in the visible
church, various topics of practical theology have been itemized, including
church history, church ministries, family and counseling ministries,
marketplace ministries, evangelism, and apologetics. Each of these is
application of the details of the moral law duties and prohibitions (WLE 91
152) and their extrapolations to the duties and prohibitions for those who
administrate and receive the ministries of the Word, sacraments, and prayer
(WLC 153196)

Fourth, the perspective illuminates an interpretive tool to notice what is
there in all Scripture, whether narrative, didactic law teaching, poetry,
wisdom literature, Gospelécts, epistles or Revelation. As noted already in
Chapters 2 an dcatdlogedshme texs franunedrlypevery book
of the Bible under its moral law headirtg¥et its moral law ethics are derived
from thesymphonic persevsalingsymphonic attributeéesymphonex Christi
perspective developed in this chapter forms a unifying thread between both
sections of WLC: God and his works require dex Christesponse to his
glorious person and works. This leads naturally to Chapter 8, where | identify
and name WL C &wanphonicpedaggugcspectiveas part of what
its means t o 0r Standaidsasecontiniog the dystent of t F
doctrine taught in the Scriptures.

67See Andreas J. Kostenbemyed Gregory GosweBiblical Theology: A Canonical, Thematic, an
Ethical Approa¢Wheaton: Crossway, 2023), 996, where the authors helpfully note the
significance of ethical themes in each Bib
in right eousi®,dbdwithoutzefefencentosynPphohiémorgliyspective that
locates those themes under the outline of the moralVee/can notKstenberged Reformed
Baptist reticence to use WLCG&6s mor al Il aw r
his objection to the continuing significance of tie@ Sabbat h command as
Day worship (Ibid. 10001).Those who object toVL C 6% C téaching should carefully
consider Guy Prentiss WatersThe Sabbadk Rest and Hope for the Peopl@\dfeGimah:
Crossway, 2022).
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For Reflection

Does the symphonitex Christperspective give you a new way to
understand the history of redemption that you had not considered before?
What models of organizing biblical history have you heard or studied
before?

Role-play a scenario in which you are a parent teaching youy¢an

old child about the story of the Bible. Explain the Bible to your child in
your own words using the symphorix Christi

How can you explain the meaning of any practical theology topic using
the lex Christi motif? Choose one of the followiagics: church worship,
parenting, marriage, Christian education, marketplace ministry,
evangelism, or apologetics



CHAPTERS

The Symphonic PedagogicaPerspective

Though the Westminster divines promised the English Parliament that
theAp ost | ewodld berinelleed in its catechisms, thNéLC used a
more complexstructural outline (starting with the decrees of God, the
execution of his decrees, and cavenartof-works, covenanbf-grace
structure), combined with a more nuanced development of the work of the
Spirit that could incorporaté'the substance' of the Apostles' Creed. . . 'in each
of the Catechisms, so as there is no necessity of inserting the Creedtitself.™

TABLE 1. Substantial agreement of Creed and Catechism

Apostles’ Creed Larger Question Content
Catechism
1. I Believe in God the Father Almighty maker of Q.4-30 God, Creation, Providence, fall of cre-
heaven and earth: ation
2. And in Jesus Christ his onely Son our Lord Q.30-45 Covenant, Mediator, Offices of
Prophet, Priest, King
3. which was conceived by the holy Ghost, born Q. 46—47 Humiliation in birth
of the Virgin Mary,
4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, Q.49 Humiliation in suffering and death
dead and buried,
5. he descended into hell, the third day he rose Q.50 Humiliation after death Exaltation
again from the dead, after death
6. he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the Q.51-55 Exaltation in resurrection Exaltation in
right hand of God the Father Almighty, ascension
7. from thence he shall come to judge the quick Q.56 Judgment of the world
and the dead:
8. 1 believe in the holy Ghost: Q.58-59 ‘Work of God the Holy Ghost in apply-
ing benefits of redemption*
9. the holy Catholicke Church, the communion Q.60-66 Church visible, invisible Communion
of Saints, and Union
10. the forgiveness of sins, Q.67-83 Order of salvation
11. the resurrection of the body Q.84-88 Death, resurrection
12. and the life everlasting. Q.89-90 Future of unrighteous and righteous

Figure9: A p o st Canpded ®With &vedl

1Using the Creed'ssubstancéas the structural outline for WLC -90 without reciting its
phrases also enabled the Westminster divines to explain the Creed's misunderstood and
objectionable phraséhe descended into h&ko mean . . his burial and continuing in the
state of the dead, and under the power of death till the third day . . . (WLC 50Q)o&edR.
Bower, The Larger Catechism: A Critical Text and Intediudtibn R. Bower and Chad Van
Dixhoorn, &Principal Documents of the Westminster Assent{lgrand Rapid: Reformation
Heritage Books, 2010),-23, note 35 andABLE1 above
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The WLC sets forth God and man in relation to each otlteorganizes
its discussion under two headings: (1) what the Scriptures principally teach
us to believe concerning God, and (2) what the Scriptures principally require
as the duty of man (WLC 91, 5). | call this tegmphonic pedagogical
perspective? The Westminster catechisms use Exodus 2072 as the
organizing text for this Christiasreligion defining frameworklhe preface to
the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20R2am theLoORD your God who
brought you out of Egyphjs adapted by WLC 101 as a summary of what to
believe concerning God. Thus, WLC 101 concisely summarizes \8Q itb
one sentence. The whole duty of man is reorganized under the headings of the
moral law (WLC 91151), followed by specific expansionshef meaning of
the 29 and 3! C defining the means of grace (WLC 1836 explaining the
Word, sacraments, and prayer).

EXODUS 20:1-17 IS WLC'S
MICRO-SCALABLE TEACHING

Symphonic MODEL: THE ENTIRE WLC CAN
pedagogical BE ORGANIZED UNDER
perspective EXODUS 20:1-17 OUTLINE.
WLC 1-90 “what Exodus 20:2
the Scriptures Preface to Ten
Commandments

principally teach
us to believe
concerning God"
(heading before

"l am the Lord who
brought you out of Egypt

What we believe
concerning God
and his work in
creation and
providence fo
effectually call
and unite the elect
to Christ for
communion with
him in grace and
glory. ..

(WLC 1-90)

require as the
duty of man"
(heading before
WLC 91; WLC 5)

WLC 91; WLC 5) .. WLE 101 summarizes
WLC 1-90, the symphonic
lex Christi perspective

WLC 91-196 Exodus 20:3-17

“what the Ten Commandments

Scriptures .

principally . . . WLC 21-100, 151 defines

the moral law, its
interpretation and its uses

WLC 102-150 uses supra-
morality perspective to
explain the moral law

WLC 108 (2@ C), WLC 112
(3¢ C) summarize WLC
152-196 about duties of
the means of grace
(Word, sacraments,
prayer).

Renewsthem to
fulfill their moral
duty and receive
ifs blessings while
delivering them
from moral evil
and its curses

(WLC 91-196)

Figure 0: Symphonic Pedagdgcapective

2See the

aut hor 0s

PhD

thesis 2.2.4 for a deta
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Det ai | s Syhphdhic Bsdayogica?erspective

God: What God is, his glory defined by his attributes and Triungpersons(WLC 6-11)
Summarized in the preface to the (vgtal 1204; Exod. 20:2)
What God does,revealed in his decrees concerning angels and men (W13)12
execution of his decrees in creation and providence (WL-80)4
creation of the world, angels, and marex Christighteousness (WLC 1%7)
providence about angels:
permits some angels to irrecoverably fall for his glory, limiting their sins, while
establishing the elect angels to administerlaisChristjlory (WLC 19)
providence about man, preserving and governinig»hriséind ordering them to
his glory (WLC 18, 20):
covenant of life/works to first Adam bgx Christall mankind falls into sin
under his headship, some left in sin (WLG-20)
covenant of grace to second Adam, Christ: all the elect restotexi @risti
righteousness under his headship (WLG36)
Christ, the mediator of the covenant of grace (WLG58%
His person as Gochan, theLorbJesus Christ (WLC 36l1)
His execution of the offices of prophet, priest, and king (WLE562
Hi s humil i at i o fexhristigphetiencegsuffArigitsd s
curses) and exaltation (rewarded for perfectly obeyagChrisin
the covenant of works) (WLC 466)
Christds mediatorial benefits
to preserve the witness of the visible church (WLGE&S)
to redeem the invisible church by the Spirit and Word (WLGE,
64)
faith-union with Christ in effectual calling (WLC 658)
communion with Christ inex Christighteousnéa4 C 32, 65, 690)

in grace: justification, adoption, and sanctificati@.C 69-81)

in glory: this life, intermediate state, and resurrection-882
What duty God requires of man Exercise the benefits they have
received in the covenant of grace from Christ the mediator

| e x Qreanings useé, and interpretation (WLC-401)
duties to God (WLC 10421)
duties to man (WLC 12248)

The wholelex Christie veal s manés sinful n
wrath (WLC 1491 52 ) , a wa keenscientgto ma n & ¢
flee from Godo6s wrath by fai
diligent use of the means of grace (WLC 96; 193,
which are defined as duties to God{and 3¢ C; WLC
108, 112) and duties of ministers to their flo#k@% to
properly represent God in these means

Word (WLC 155160)
sacraments (WLC 16177)
prayer (WLC 178196)
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Symphonic PedagogicdPerspective Repeated in the Means of Grace

The structure of WLC provides thisymphonic pedagqmcsphective, and
each means of grace (the Word, sacraments, and prayer) is explained using a
similar interpretivesymphonic pedagqugcspective.

The Word

WLC 3 defines the t oTheholysSdtriptures bfur e
the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and
obedi enc e .fathardbbedieneerremseach expl ai ned
Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning Gaith)
and what duty God requires of mamhbediencey | n ot her wor
Scripture can be organized under these two headings. The WLC proof texts
use thesymphonic pedagayistm of doctrine to organize the B@lividual
books of the Bible under these two bdawms? This perspective extends to all
men in that God reveals himself to all men in some form of general and special
revelation and requires the same duty of all men. This Word will save the elect
and judge reprobate men and fallen angels.

Sacraments

WLC 162: A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ in his

church, to signify, seal and exhibit unto those that are withinctineenant

of grace, the benefits of his mediation; to strengthen and increase their
faith and all other graces; to oblige them to obedience; to testify and
cherish their love and communion one with another, and to distinguish

them from those that are without.

Notice the similasymphonic pedagesgical uct ur e of oOwhat
concernifathaGddowhat duty Goobedigney ui r

3See Phil i ppians®8 e x a MpeMWestminster CdnfegsionefrFaith & Capechisrg, 0
as adopted by the Presbyterian Church in America, wil®RhoofoXeRtesbyterian Church,

2005), 409450. https://www.pcaac.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/04/Scripture2022.pdf
accessed September 25, 2023.
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(wpLC 5) in the explanation of t he
baptism bothsigniffandseathe promise to all who receive them of God's new
covenant effectual call by the Spirit and Word into union with Christ our
mediator (WLC 32, 35, 165, 168), the union that forgives and cleanses from al
lex Chrissiins, original and actual (WLC 26; WCF &3 The benefits of these
sacraments are thaxhibitedrapplied WS C 92) o0t o streng
them to obedi en c elex Chrisprohibgiontandfviyifyimyg e
everylex Christduty (WCF 167; Rom. 614; WCF 17175). The saamgents

also have a judging function in the visible church to distinguish the saints from
those outside the covenant (WLC 162).

Prayer

WLC defines prayer as our®and 3 C duties (WLC 108, 112). Using the
identical format as Exodus 201Z above, the Scripture's teaching about
prayer in Matthew 6:913 summarizes the Christian religion, our rule of faith,
and obedience. Using a Scripture about prayer to interpret all Beaip
prayers (WCF 1:9), WLC 1886 uses the rubric of the Lord's Prayer (divided
into a preface and six petitions) to teach what man is to believe concerning
God and man's duties toward God. WLC 189 defines "Our Fatlteaven”
as a preface about God and his work (summarized in WASD)5 Following
that, WLC 190196 divides the Lord's Prayer into six petitions, asking that
God, by that faith union in the covenant of grace with Christ our mediator by
the communion ofhe Spirit in the fellowship of the visible church, would
supply the grace to perform the duties He requires of man (summarized in
WLC 103148).# This form of prayer is sufficient for converting the
unregenerate (the scalled "sinner's prayer") and the daily supplication of the
saints. Prayer also has a distinguishing function. As with any good work,
when it is done by unregenerate men and notfeofaithpurified heart (Heb.
11:6), nor according to the pattern of the Lord's Prayer, nor for the glory of God,
it can neither please God nor receive saving grace from God (WCF 16:7).

‘Foranecdotal evidence on how the English Pu
summary of the general headings for all prayers, but which needed the supplemental specific
petitions under those headings, see Richard Ba&t&hristian Directdhygonier: Soli Deo
Gloria Publications, 1990 reprint), 48¥86.
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Preface: A Our teaxhed esrthatiGod abk Eathere n 0
beckons us to draw near to himself, trusting and loving his attributes

of 0Osovereign power , maj estyo
condescensiond6 for our salvation
by the Spirit. He has adoptedld t he el ect as oOchi
right to call him Father (Rom. 8:15) and requires our humble
obedience to his will and our prayerful efforts to support each other

in obeying his wilP

1. Petton oHall owed be your na'wWeG" as!l
duties related to glorifying, loving, fearing, and honoring God, his
new covenant in Christ our mediator, and his Triune name as Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit (WLC 190).

2. Petition oYour Kingdom comes$t10"Cdex ks f
Christiprohibitions and grace to perform alex Christduties.

Primarily, this petition asks that all authorities (governments,
husbands, parents, school and business leaders, and church leaders)
properly represent God as revealed in his Word, sacraments, and
prayer (WLC 191, summarized in WLC 1B385).

3. Petitond Your wi || be done askaforgracet h a
for ourselvesand all mentoperfo@o d 6 s pr escr pti ve
-10" Clex Christluties(WLC 192)

4. Petitondo Gi ve us this day our daily |
4 gh 8", and1C f or ourselves and all
gracious condescension to sustain his created world and its
resources for the flourishing of
contented production and steward
resources for physal health and strength to perform #ix Christi
duties(WLC 193)

5. Petition "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors," asks for
God's mercy on all ouft-10" C sins because of the propitiation of
Christ, our mediator. From this mercy received, we ask for grace to

5The Lord's Prayer conclusion, "for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever,
Amen" (ibidOPC 2005, WL C 1 906indinsame, but mot all, Greek manusripdd
353) is likely additional wording adapted from 1 Chronicles 29:11, but conforms to the theme of
the preface, that our confidence in asking these petitions is joined with praise foorné Is
symphonic persefiectingsymphonic attriburelsis kingdom work.
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perform our 8 C duty to continually forgive allex Christsins
committed by others against us, first in our hearts (Mark 11:25), and
if possible, to reconcile with them (Rom. 12186 Matt. 18:15; WLC
194, 135).

6. PettonoLead us not into temptatio
for protecting grace from aff-10" C lex Chrisprohibitions. One
method is by our contemplation of the punishments and curses of sin
(WLC 28; Proverbs) and contemplation of the blessed enjoyment of
all lex Christiuties (study Proverbs, e.g., Prov-Z7Z7compared to
Prov. 31:181). We ask God that we may resist temptation,
beginning with our heart's desires. If we fall by sinning, we ask that
we be delivered from all evil byrgiveness of our sins and renewal
in our pursuit of holiness to gain the unshakeable kingdom as our
reward (Heb. 12:14, 28; WLC 195).

Significance of this Perspective

Why is this important? As we notine parallels between the use of the
symphonic pedagop&@pectiveto structure the entire WLC and the
repetition of thesymphonic pedagqgumgcapectivein the definitions of the
means of grace (Word, sacraments and prayer), we start to grasp the
i nescapable | ogic of o sincerdyedcaive ane d
adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as
containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptureas
demonstrated above, the structural "systerdagtrine” used to organize the
Word of God, the entire WLC, and the teaching of prayer are "taught in the
Holy Scriptures” in Exodus 20:27 and Matthew 6:9.3, respectively. Using
this same "system of doctrine,” but with a collection of various bilbézd,

WLC defines the proper administration of the sacraments. The proper
administration of the means of grace by Reformed church leaders subscribing
to this vow requires receiving and adopting this descripfivescriptive
system of doctriné.

6 Theologians have identified a similar biblical pattern, called the "indicatiperative"
structure, most notably Herman RidderbaBaul: An Outline of His Th€@omyd Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1975), 2245 and Richard Gaffinin the Fullness of Tiatellipsburg: P&R
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West mi nster 6s -l7saed Matthewb23pdovides siinple 2
biblical texts for training both children and adults. Furthéoth texts can
serve as an outline for the core courses of the seminary curriculum because
they emphasize what to believe about God and his work (the emphasis of
systematic theology) and what duty God requires of man (the emphasis of
practical theology)Those core systematic and practical courses taught from
the Standards "system of doctrine" should function as perspetival to
research and reckon the nuanced, pastorally applied details of biblical and
historical theology and the myriad principles of preaching, pastoral theology,
and biblical counseling. Our Reformed ordination vow affirms this logic.

The symphonic pedagqugespective provides vital theoretical formation
for biblicalc ouns el or s. Powlisonds visionar
oexplicitly ¢ o-forenulated sChristiami drtinodoxly candg
orthopraxyo6 can b eetrieval sftheWlLE ddaptedtoallp a r t
levels of counselor training. Lay counselors usually get exposed tdohow
resources as the primary formation tools, since the prominent biblical
counseling certificates by CCEF and ACBC mainly provide a methodology
and sanctificationrelated resources. Training institutions should notice and
adapt WLCOs condensed pedagM@®9t o th
101 is the gospel, while WI1(102148 is oulex Christesponse to that gospel.

2022),441480. While Gaffin cites th&tandardsr individual definitions, he does not notice

that the WLC contains this system of doctrine taught in the Scriptures. Gaffin only captures
theindicatvée sy st em of doctrined as a perspective o
moral law duties. | rename this pattern and expand its meaning beyonddicativevorks of

God for our sal vat idesoriptivedptesuppbsitiing i hcGodés WahICIH
every thought captive to Christ (2 Cor. 1) to remove every hindrance and every personal
hinderer (angels and men) to Christ and his kingdom coming. iftisativevork of God for

the judgment of reprobate men and fallen angels provides a broader basis oz souiptive
presuppositiprednnecting to our more complecovenamnmity affectidios hatecondemn
abandongrieve towards the indwelling sin nature, the unrepentant world of men and fallen
angels, as well as expanding applications to engage-kiktiiaal knowledge. WLC -BO

defines indicative realities confessed as truth by those cedaimthe Reformed church. These

same indicatives also provide us with the presuppositional framework for all truth, 'receiving

and adopting' specific details that expand Christian worldview phrases into something more

like the following: God, Scripture reation, fall, incovenant total redemption and outside

covenant total justice.
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Familiarity with the themes of !
wording of thesymphonic pedagagitiie will help counselors explain the
major themes of Christianity to counselees. Further, its memorability helps
locate and contextualize the good biblical themes they learn from practical
theology books and articles within the larger structure of WLE mat u
systematiepractical theology.

Knowledge of this structure will also guard against imbalanced
counseling messages within the BC community. A trend in the 1980s claimed
that the only motivator of Christian imperatives in sanctification must be
faith in oné& new identity in Christ or the credited righteousness of
justification. This message became nearly synonymous with being gospel
Christ-centered” WLC & corrective answer is union and communion with
Christ as our mediator in grace and glory by the Spifdard-worked
effectual call to saving faith, such that all of fé&itkexercises, whether to
justification, adoption, sanctification, or glorification, are by grace dlone.

Why is this perspective critical in the weekly practice of counseling? It
provides a framework for evaluating the relative pastoral needs of counselees
Church member John shares how he cannot seem to overcome +his self
condemnation for leaving his wife awdughter for a tweyear affair with
another woman, though now his marriage and membership have been
restored after repentance. John's counselor should strengthen John's

”David PowlisonHow Does Sanctification {\Wdnleaton: Crossway, 2017),-30, 42, 530, 76,
especially chapter 5, OWe are Sanc-60jwhered b
he critiques the tendency toverattribute legalistic selrighteousness as the main problem

Paul addresses in every text mentioning justification. However, Romanr8®8si®aks to the
pastor al problem of doubting Godds | ove it
justification to be comforted by God's inseparable love in Christ so they would not lose heart.
These various interdependent truths show t
8 Richard Gaffinln the Fullness of Rhélipsburg: P&R 2022)) Sy s t ¢hevdogicaland
ChurchHi st or i cal R e f-48& addiessesstldis opepiance 4réndisuse of
justification as the primary motivator in sanctification, compared with actual biblical texts
pointing to the primary motivator as grace thatites us with Christ by faith. For a related
article identifying strengths of th&Ve s t mi n s t pedago§idalastiudtare ahd r@buking
unfounded postBarthian criticisms that they demphasized divine sovereignty and made the
Ref ormed faith anthropocentric and | egali:
Standards and the possibility of a Referrd v i r t ScatisheJoumal of dThedbgyo. 2
(2018), 17894.
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understanding of Godoés redemptive wo
and similarly, any like him who struggle with assurance of forgiveness,
assurance of sal vation, and Godos pi
planter David comes for counselinfgea his elders have pointed out his sins

of dominating and manipulating others using condemning words and
explosive anger. David and others like him need counsel to understand and
practice their 8 and 6" C moral law duties while learning how to resist the
prohibitions.

Generally, however, counselees need coundaldew God and his work
and their duties Why? Counselors who understand W&Csymphonic
pedagogiafucture will know thatevery redeeming work he pérfefiastual
call to faithrunion and communion in grace and glory provides the grace to
perform every required duty of the elect toward GodVahdt rrmrelieve
concerning Godshows his divine decree to save through the covenant of
grace in effectual call to union with Christ as mediator by impuimgarting,
and preserving the duties required to have communion in grace and glory.
Those same duties must be exercised and vivified asleourChristi
responsibilities. God graciously gives the elect what he requires of them, then
commands them to exercise those new covenant blessings through diligent
use of the means of grace in the trials and tests of life. In the words of
Augustine Give me the grace to do as you command and command me to do
what you will @

Further, one of the most significant theoretical debates in biblical
counselor training is the relationship it should have with the various
psychologies. WL@ntegratesrious topics of biblical truth using a moral law
motif to develop a mature systemaficactical theology. In contrast, extra
biblical knowledge cannot betegratedith this truth; it merely supplies
illustrations and applications of this truthwestminster begins byglescribing
the authority of Scri pt uattebutesandrhie v e al
works of creation and providence to angels and.mée first heading of the
symphonic pedagogeaspective (WLC -B0) provides the supreme
presuppositions for all othatescriptikanowledge Proper knowledge of God,

9A u g u s Canfessi@Book |0, Chapter 29, p. 233;
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/~cavitch/plifbrary/Augustine_ConfessionsX.pdf
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his purposes in creation and providence, and knowledge of man must all come
from Scripture (2 Tim. 3:167) and those who proclaim its truths (Eph. 4:11
16). For example,descriptivextra-biblical knowledge from science or
psychology may contribute merely illustrative or applicational knowledge
about Gods works in creation as a whole and man's behaviors unde®& God
providence, but this knowledge contributes nothing vitdlSecond, the
primary purpose of WLC 9096 is tgrescrilthe moral law as the binding

duty of all mert!The second heading of tkgmphonic pedagqugcapective
prescribehities to God and man that can function as the presuppositions
under which all othemprescriptivextra-biblical knowledge can be critiqued.
WLC 102121 duties of man to God and WLC-123duties of man to man

(and to creation as it impacts man) can function asegistemic filter,
especially relevant for evaluatiagy prescriptivanowledge from the social
sciences (economics, histories, political sciences, sociologies, psychologies
and anthropologies}? Christians can apply anprescriptivextra-biblical
knowledge conforming to these scripturally defined mtarGod, manto-

man, and maio-creation duties, reform any knowledge that can be taken
captive to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), or reject any knowledge that cannot comply
with Godds mor al Vi si on {f3D!fUsinguhma n
moral law to engage psychologigakscriptiorisr mari“coheres with ways

OpDavid Powlison, 0Cure of S o ul Sourdalaoh Biblicalh e
Counselir?)07 (25:21120. It was reprinted in David Powlispithe Biblical Counseling Movement:
History and Cont@éw Growth 2010), appendix 4.

1IWLC 90-196 alsalescribéise meaning of the moral law and its purposes in redemption and
judgment. The moral | aw informs them of Go
duty, reveals their sinful bondage and inability to keep it while gsescribingumble
submission to seek righteousness by faith in Christ for mercy and credited righteo(\5h&ss

93, 95), which is also outtand 29C duty (WLC 104, 108).

2See the authords Ph.D. thesis chapter 9 f
presuppositions, bothdescriptionsf the moral conscience (Rom. 21B) andlex Christi
prescriptiorisr counseling related to those suffering dissociative identity symptoms due to
trauma.

BSee the authordés Ph. D. thesis 1.3.3 for
epistemology in.oving to Know: Introducing Covenant Epigétibjamyler kex Christubric.

14For another author who used an elementary outline of the moral law to critique psychology,
see Paul Ackermah988The Integrated Model for Relating Psychology and Christianity: A Critiqu
Light of Biblical Creatittps://creationism.org/csshs/v10n4p07.Hemcessed July 13, 2020].
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the Westminsterdi vi nes used the mor al l aw to
example, the specific duties of every Commandment shouldpbesariptive
worldview for all men. In contrast, its specific prohibitions should be a
standard for defining what is wrong with mankind, humbling them with
shame, guilt, and misery, and drawing them in repentance toward God and
faith in Chri st igenhdadsBip in fulllingdtkis laweop r e s €
mandés behalf or | eaving them inexcus
9596, 53).

Reformed counselors acknowledge that these applications will require
collaboration between those who share these presuppositional views, hamely,
between biblical counseling research institutions and the committee reports
authorized by their general assefdsl (Acts 20:282). For example, are
attachment theories related to how infants bond with infant caregivers similar
to how man bonds to God? Are the theodescribinghat exists in a fallen
world or prescribirvghat should be? Do these descriptionsfoom to biblical
descriptions of how man relates to God? When these theories posit the
healthy or the best types of infanaregiver bonding, do these theories drift
into parallelprescriptiodse f i ni ng best practices fo
Shifting to a different example, we could ask whether pastors should advise
their members to receive certain psychiatric medications from psychiatrists
based on whether these medications conform taithtg to be prelife (6" C).

Though there are challenges to using $imphonic pedagqucspective
to form our comprehensive Reformedescriptiveand prescriptive
presuppositions, at least we will be starting with something more robust than
a generalized belief in the Bible or the vague worldview phrases of creation,
fall, redemption, and consummation o
At least we will startwith enough mutually affirmed doctrinal content to give
biblical counselors a robust rubric to reframe our engagement with truth
telling psychologies afescriptiandprescriptizep pl i cati ons of W
epistemological presuppositions. WLC'symponic pedagogigaispective
provides anchor points to an irreducibly complex, interdependedicative
imperativesystem of new covenant transformation through unrieith -
Christ-in-graceand-glory. Its presuppositions help protect biblical
counselors' anthropology against importidgscriptiond man divorced from
the context of Godds sovereign provi
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us guard against mergrescriptivenoralism, E.Q., cognitive therapies, or
positive psychology disconnected from faithion with the risen Christ (Col.
2:193:4).

For Reflection

i. How can this perspective provide a total philosophy for orienting all of
life under itsdescriptivend prescriptivyeresuppositions? Explain using
examples of how you already apply other ediialical knowledge to
your daily life in submission to tteymphonic pedaggqecspective. Note:
extra-biblical knowledge means things learned from sources other than
the Bible, such as language, culture, health, medicine, foods and drinks,
technology, transportation, buyingelling, politics, history, local laws
and regulations, media, stories, movies, and daily news.

ii. What types of church preaching have you experienced? Was it balanced
between the two suistructures of this perspective, knowing God and his
works and mands duties to respond

iii. What types of Christian book studies or Sunday School classes have you
experienced? Was your exposure to Christian studies balanced with both
emphases?

iv. What type of parenting did you experience as a child? What type of
school education? Or, if you are a parent, what type of parenting did you
provide? Did all knowledge and practice conform to these twc sub
structures, knowi ng Gotigstaresdond?i s w

In the Figure below, theymphonic pedagqmcsbective on the left side vertically
outlines @vAaLLCAaAP,g WL CBds categorical format f ol
two sets: God and his works (illus. top half) and man and his duty (illus. lower half).
However, the foundational integrating perspectives We s t mi Reforimedr 8 s
theology are derived from WCF Zland applied throughout the other doctrinal
definitions: the Triunesymphonic persewsal the glory of hsymphonic attribifitiss.
top fourth) to, on inand bythe Word, a created heaverdarthly environment, its
angels, people, and craets in the timespace unfolding of thedrRDO s decr ee
providence (illus. lower threéourths). The symphonidex Christi, symphonic
commandmeats] symphonic morafigrspectives are detailed subsets of these two
foundational perspectives (illus. lower thréaurths).



128 W ESTMINSTERFOUNDATIONS GOD&GLORY INTEGRATESREFORMEDTHEOLOGY

Triune Symphonic Persons reveal Symphonic Attributes Perspectives by Representatives
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intercede (priests) and skillfully administrate (kings) the past, present and promised lex Christidominion of the righ Lo=o by
the six perspectives in their realms (heavenly & earthly) and places (assembly, creation, diaspora) to their subjects using six “R*
methods (6Rs) of redemptive engagement: researchto accurately reckon, choosing appropriate ways to build upthe subject
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Figure I Lex ChrisDRLSRsSix Perspectives Summgimterpretive keyp. 275-277



SECTION TWO':

REFORMED THEOLOGY
INTEGRATED BYREPRESENTATIVES
REVEALING SYMPHONIC ATTRIBUTES

Mediate Representativess t m ispiritudl-ghysica implications for the
LorD&symphonic persewesalingsymphonic attribwtékbe illustrated in these
ways. Thd.ORDreveals hisymphonic attribuigsepresentatives: the Word,
angels, creation and creatures, Adam, OT mediators, Christ, and by us as hi
renewed saints.

InwardOutward Blessings and CBese=sd o'We s t midefisitiore of & s
covenantrelation to Christ and conformity tolex Christithe LORD®
representatives bring blessings and curses. These are experienced inwardly
in the soul, and outwardly, in the dailived bodysenses. All blessings come
from theLORD, both direct and mediate, bringing smaller joys that contribute
to our ultimate enjoyment of God himself. All curses are temporal judgments
due t o Adamds -and longterm dffects lofeactumlhsio byt all
mankind. These curses will be removeldenlex Chrisis perfectly restored
in the new heavens and earth. TheRD blesses and cursds/ us as his
representatives to the inward soul and outward body of others.
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The Catechism 2question and answer developed in Chapter 6 (reprinted
below) will structure the thematic emphasis developed in the following
chapters.

Q. 2: What are the blessingslefk Christibedience in this life?

A. 2: In this world still under the creationgdrovidential postfall
cur ses, al | bl essings rledChrstaledint o t |
us and the entire creation are sourced from the Father and come to us
through mediate representatives. The exact representatives are Christ,
the Spirit, and Godos Word; appr ox
order, angels, man, and creatures.sehglessings are inward in the soul,
such as mutually synergistic peace of conscience toward God and his law
in union with Christ, adoption to sonship, spiritual discernment, renewed
holy affections, and hope of gloryt 3¢9 1@ C). These blessings are
outward, in the multisensory body, experiencing matetialational
blessings in timespace synchronies {4C), physical bodies {6 C),
material resources on a portion of this eartfi (8, and relationships (%
authority-submission; 7 C marriage, family) and reputations€). We
respond to these inward and outward gldnlessings revealédus,onus,
andin us with legitimate derivative happiness that must be disciplined
with thankful contentment (10 C). These all combine to nurture our
chief and highest purposes to glorify and enjoy G&@ @ C; WLC 1).
Further, these blessings must be refledbgds to others while awaiting
their eternal perfection in the new heavens and new earth and the removal
of the punishments of sin in this world.



CHAPTERY

Representative Word
Reveals Symphonic Attributes

SymphonicPersonsPerspectiveEnriches WCF 1

The symphonic pergamspectiveis derivatively reflectethy theWo r d 6 s
numerous similaritiesvith persores sentient communicators with mediate
representative power to carry out kingdom taskbhe Word is to béelieved
and obeyed because is authored byhis Triune person§WCF 1:4 see
Chapter 6 ONe st mi nst er 0 s Tr i n). tFuather, ahis P r

|l i keness i s most evident in John 1
the Word was with God and the Word was God . . . . And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us . . . .0

Symphonic Attributes PerspectiveEnriches WCF 1

The symphonic attribufgsrspective is evident when we define the
excellencies of the Word of God.
WLC 4: How does it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God?
Answer: The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by
their majesty and purity; by theonsent of all the parts, and the scope of
the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to
convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto
salvation: but the Spirit of God bearing witness by and with the
Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they
are the very Word of God.

Thesymphonic attribygesspective is evident when God makes use of the
Word as his means to accomplish his purpos&ise of the WCF 5:3 proof
texts for 0God ma khatthg WordoéGod i anmeahna n s 6
a mediate representative accomplishing @qalirposes likening the Word
to his purposeful providence for rain and snow watering the earth to cause
growth and provide food (Isa. 55:10).
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By comparing the entire list alymphonic attributeth the doctrine of
Scripture, we can become aware of more direct parallels between all the
attributes of God and the doctrine of Scripture, many more than the five
attributes [authoritative, inerrant, clear, necessary, sufficiehthat are
commonly presented in the formal doctrine of Scripture within systematic
theology textbooks. As a result of these new comparisons with WCF 1, the
moral law, and the attributes of God, we darmonize those five withithe
ten supraactuatingattributes (perfecfinerrant], luxuriantavailablereliable,
enduring, compbexverful, wistear], dependaldetermingtand with the ten
supraighteousneatributes ([necessary + authoritatijecovenantal, blessing,
theosynchronic, harmonious, diligigtful sufficienf], truthful, and satisfying
Understanding them all as reflections of our améfiedl'riune LORDwe can
also add amdivisiblattribute. W ith these categorical adaptations, the reader
can observe that Westminst®rdoctrine of Scripture (WCF 11D) has many
reflective qualities that align with Gdl attributes.

The Word M ediately Represents theSQupra-Actuating Attributes

Unified:

A derivative attribute revealed on/in Scripture all parts of Scripture are
indivisiblerequiring the entire 6®6ook canon. WCF 1:2 defines the
canonical texts of Scripture (rejecting the Apocrypha) and cites Luke
24:4449. WCF 1:5dA whole composite of reflective attributes in the
Word itself] arearguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to
be the Word of God.

| AM THE LORD, SUPREMELY . ..

Perfect

A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scriptureperfectinerrancy, WCF
1 : the ndany otherincomparable excellencies, and the entire
perfection thereo@

1Wayne GrudemSystematic Theo{@ygnd RapidsZondervan1994,73138).
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A derivative attribute accomplisheldy Scripture-perfectcausing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate it as

inerrant.

Boundless

A derivative attribute reveale@n/in Scriptureluxurianceall other
Scriptural attributes havethea s

heavenliness of the mattér.

A derivative attribute accomplishdaly Scriptureluxurianceausing us
to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its
limitless, endless, and superlative infinitude.

Present
A derivative attribute revealeon/in Scripturepresenthe Word of the
LoroDfills the universe (Ps. 1911

A derivative attribute effecteldy Scripture-availabilitymaking the ever
present Word available to our minds, shaping our thoughts, words,
and behaviors (Ps. 119:98).

Consistent:
A derivative attribute revealeah/in Scripturefaithful theLorRD&Word
will perform its purposes (Isa. 55:1Q).

A derivative attribute accomplishda Scripturereliabilitycausing us to
become reliable in faith, example, intercession, proclamation, and
administration, and our Amen! to his promises (2 Cor. 1:20).

Eternal:
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scriptureenduringorever (Ps.
119:160).

A derivative attribute effectetly Scripture remains unfailing, abiding,
standing against all forces and powers throughout time until all is
accomplished (Matt. 5:18Pg#t. 1:23; 1 John 2:14).
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Exalted:

A derivative attribute revealedhn/in Scripturecomplexsome things are
hi dden ( Deut . AlRHngs2rOScripturd\eEenot Aliker 0
plain in themselves, nor alike clear untodall.

A derivative attribute accomplishdoly Scripture-complezausing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate how it
humbles us to praise (Rom. 11383.

Powerful:

A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripturepowerfulo accomplish
(Isa 55:14.1; Rom. 1:16) his unfailing Word of election (Ror8;9:6
John 10:229). WCF 1:5the efficacy of the doctrine [contained in
Scripture] 6

A derivative attribute effectely Scripture-powerfutausing us to believe,
exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate by its powerful,
necessary qualities (WCF 1:1; Matt-401 Rom. 1:16).

Knowing:

WCF17 oO0Yet those things which are
and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned but the
unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attra sufficient
understanding of theii cleal.

A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripturewise reveals wisdom in
Christ (Col. 2:3)

A derivative attribute accomplishedy Scripturewise causing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate the wisdom
it gives (1 Cor. 214). We are made wise for salvation (2 Tim. 3:15;
Ps. 19:11).

Independent:

A derivative attribute revealeah/in Scripturedependeott the decree of
the Father by the incarnate Word through the Spirit to create the
Word (2 Tim. 3:16L7; 2 Pet. 1:21; John 1:14).
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A derivative attribute accomplishday Scripture dependeant the decree
of the Father by the incarnate Word through the Spirit to
understand and apply the Word (John 6:63; 1 Cor. 2:12).

Determinate:

WCF 1:6and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship

of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions and
societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian

prudence, according to the general rules of the Wordchvlaire always

to be observed.

A derivative attribute revealesh/in Scripture-determinatthe Word of
the LORDreveals his determined counsels (Eph6):3VCF 1:fto
declare His will unto His Churchb.

A derivative attribute accomplishday Scripturedecidabilitgausing us
to make decisions to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and
administrate as those who submit to his determined will.

The Word M ediately Represents theSupra- RighteousnesdAttributes

' C Superior.
necessary
WCF 1:100The supreme judge by whichl controversies of religion
are to be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient
writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined; and
in whose sentence we are to rest; can be no other but the Holy Spirit
speaking inhe Scriptured

WCF 1:5¢he scope of the whole (which is, to give all glory to Gd).
WCF 1:Xwhich maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary.

authoritative
WCF 1:40The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be
believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man,
or Church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author
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thereof: and therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of
Godo

WCF 1:50/et notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of
the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward
work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our
heartso

WCF 1:6:0Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of
the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of such
things as are revealed in the Wa¥ddis Word is our supreme
authority over life, causing us to believe, exemplify, intercede,
proclaim, and administrate his supremd¢ieb. 1:2; 2:14).

2" C Holy:
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scriptureholy the law is holy
(Rom. 7:12).

A derivative attribute accomplishebly Scripture-holy causing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate the
sanctifying Word (John 17:17).

A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripturecovenantahe Word is
the covenant, and reveals it (Ps. 105:8)LtheD remembering his
covenant, his Word, in the context of Psalm 105 (in its entirety).
WCF 1:5 0The full di scovery i@t ma Kk
salvationo

A derivative attribute accomplishdaly Scripture-covenantatausing us
to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate the
covenant it reveals (Heb. 9:15; Rom. 10715

34 C Blessed
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scriptureblessingfilled with
praise (Isa. 42; Ps. 103, Rom. -BBR3

A derivative attribute accomplishdaly Scripture-blessingausing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its praise
(Ps. 103).
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4% C Dynamic;
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripturetheosynchranabiding

forever, preserved in history (Isa. 40:8; 1 Pet. 1:25), revealing
determined times (Gal. 4:4).

A derivative attribute accomplishday Scripture-theosynchrargausing
us to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its
theosynchronic purposes, such as discerning the historical
thoughts and intents of hearts (Heb. 4:12) or giving encouragement
to hope (Rom. 15:4). WCF 1#at the Word of God dwelling
plentifully in all, they may acceptably worship Him; and, through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have bope.

5 C Harmonious
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scriptureharmoniousaving a
unified message, without contradictions. Script@réventy-seven
NT books have authority over thidgine OT books (Heb. 8113).
Law has authority over wisdom. WCF Xthe consent of all the
partsOWCF 1:90The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is
the Scripture itself . . 6.

A derivative attribute accomplishdx Scriptureharmoniousausing us
to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate it as his
whole inerrant Word. WCF 1:%/Ve may be moved and induced by
the testimony of the Church to a high and reverent esteem of the
Holy ScriptureOWCF 1:9: "When there is a question about the true
and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it
must be searched and known by other places that speak more
clearly6

6" C Living:
A derivative attribute revealezh/in Scripturelivinghas a living quality
of doing what God does to men: revealing, establishing, comforting,
discerning, exposing (Heb. 4:13). WCF 1:1 0 And f or
sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the
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corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world [he
put the Word in written form] 6

A derivative attribute accomplisheloly Scriptureliving causing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its living
qualities.

7" C Beautiful
A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripture-delightful beautiful.
WCF 1:5¢he majesty of the stydgPss. 1:3; 19, 119:16, 47; Ps. 40:8
in Heb. 10:5).

A derivative attribute accomplishdaly Scripture-delightfulcausing us
to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, addninistrate delight
in his Word or law (Rom. 7:22).

8™ C Sufficient:
A derivative attribute revealeoh/in Scripture-sufficienforming a self
sufficient corpus of revelation for faith and good works (Rev. 22:18
19; Matt. 4:4).

WCF 1:60The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for
His own glory, ma& salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set
down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be
added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of énen.

A derivative attribute accomplishdwy Scripture sufficientausing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate scriptural
sufficiency (2 Tim 3:157). WCF 1:dThose former ways of G&d
revealing His will unto His people being now ceaéed.

9" Truthful :

A derivative attribute revealedn/in Scripture truthful clarity,
including the need to do linguistic adaptation (2 Pet. -21)6
ORightly handling the word of tr
theLorDar e trueod (Ps. 19:9) .
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WCF 1:Xfor the better preserving amfopagating of the truth . .to
commit the same wholly unto writing. WCF 1:8 6The Old
Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people
of God of old), and the New Testament in Greek (which at the time
of the writing of it was most generally known to the nations), being
immediately inspired by God, and by His singulzare and
providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as, in
all controversies of religion, the Church is finally to appeal unto
themo

A derivative attribute accomplishday Scripturetruthful causing us to
believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its
truthfulness.

WCF 1:50/et notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of
the infallible truth and divine authorityhereof, is from the inward
work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in
our heartsHWCF 1:8ut, because these original tongues are not
known to all the people of God, who have right unto, and interest
in the Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God, to read
and search them, therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar
language oévery nation unto which they come .6

10" C Contented:

A derivative attribute  revealed on/in  Scripturesatisfying
content/thankful: for the luxuriant, sotsatisfying qualities and
genres of the Word (Ps. 19.7).

A derivative attribute accomplishdoly Scripturesatisfyingcausing us
to believe, exemplify, intercede, proclaim, and administrate its
luxuriant, soutsatisfying qualities.

The Word M ediately Represents theQpra-Famifial Attributes

Since thesuprdamilialattributes are expressed differently depending on
whether one is reconciled to or in enmity against God, the Scriptures
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t hems el ves cavenanmelatibnehttitGaesias the Spirit powerfully

acts by the Word (Isa. 55:11). Thus, by the reading and hearing of the Word
with faith, in-covenant believers experience th®RD& reconciliation
attributes. To believers, hel®ving, gracious, merciful, patient to save, good,
forgiving, rewarding, slow to anger, disciplining and rejoicing with thBsn.
reading and hearing the Word with faith,-tovenant believers observe the
LORDE enmity attributesto his enemiesTo those outside of the covenant, he

is hating, jealous, wrathful, patient to judge, just, condemning, penalizing,
furious, abandoning, and grieving.

T h e WoGatdclizers Usethe Symphonic PedagogicdPerspective

WLC 5 applies thesymphonic pedagqugespective to how it organizes
the topicstaught bythe Word. The Word sufficiently and effectually reveals
what man is to believe concerning God (WLC 2). What duty God requires of
man, summarized as faith and obedience, is necessarily revealed only by the
Word as defined by the sixtgix books of the Oldnd New Testamentssfla
Scriptural/LC 3).

WLC 5: What do the Scriptures principally teach?
Answer: The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.

WLC 2: How does it appear that there is a God?

Answer: The very light of nature in man, and the works of God, declare
plainly that there is a God; butis Word and Spirit only do sufficiently and
effectually reveal him unto men for their salvation

WLC 3: What is the Word of God?
Answer: The holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the
Word of God,the only rule of faith and ohedience

How We s t mi nQtherePergpactivesBalancePreachingEmphases

WLC 153196 evidences the Westminstervi nesd pastor al
practical theology of the visible church in its diligent uses of the means of
grace (the Word, the sacraments, and prayer).dii@es also spent much of
their time in the Assembly (1643%553) examining candidates for the pastoral
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ministry using WLCOds definitions.
bel ow, WLC 159 catechizes Oministe
doctrine . . . faithfully, making known the whole counsel of God; wisely
applying themselves to the necesstand capacities of the hearers . . . aiming
at their . . . edi f i wagstthatahe Westminster
perspectivedalancdifferent preachingemphases

The symphonic pedagogical perspective helps prédseemegsfaeand
effort This perspective links the gracious work of God's effectual call into
union with Christ as a mediator with the believer's gt exercise that grace
by obedience to the moral lawor everything God commands in the moral
law, He provides sufficient abilities in the covenant of grace. However,
preachereommonlyexhort Christians to do everything in the power of grace
rather than the power of se#fffort/selftrust. The problem is that this
exhortation uses a vague metad andar d-b adedgmatcieves
di scern and r emove s egalistic, dateffodt matiees f 6
that sinners had before they were wedtto Christ. This dichotomy falsely
assumes that believers already united to Christ can be disunitedhirario
do some things by sedffforti a messagethat condemns anyconscious
motives not entirely based on justifying grace as legalistic. To correct this
mi st ake usi ngympen petdagqupsshectived vee preach that
the new self is made alive and already united to Christ, no longer regarded
according to the flest2 Cor. 5:14.7) We have no strengtivhich we did not
receive fromChristThose wunited to Christ sho
sel fé6 can appr epChrish vireesith tear and dempling, f vy
for God works in and through us to do his good pleasure (Phil-13012
Preaching that constantly emphasizes a false dichotomy between acting in the
power of grace vs. saffort also neglects the more critical evaluation @ th
commonplace evidence of ddiy Chrisliving in the power of grace. Do you
do what you promised you would do while reflecting the derivative attributes
of God? Or, more simply, do you show Philippiansl@.4raits in everything
you do as a child of Christ united to him through faith? If so, you have evidence
of saving faith and valid grounds of assurat\téaen we performex Christi

21 Cor. 4:7; John 15:5, 16
3WCF 18; James
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duties in faith that God commands these things as our conformity to Christ,
we do not need to constantly sétispect for some latent legalism or suppose
that our independent strength can perform any works.

In a second symphonic pedagogitiaicripture provides ety atiosfor
moral changeyond a simplistic appeal to justificatianThysfathphasisn
justification is typically offered as the primary solution to any sanctification
problem. For example, counseling for problems related teha#iéd is
analyzed as originating from pridesed, workgighteousness. Knowing
God's relational nearness and affirmation with in the passive elements of
justification and adoption is the ouwesed solution to many similar counseling
problems?In such cases, thethe primary sin to repent of is not believing
these promisesHowever, inWe s t m igospelf uaiona@vish the entire work
of Christ is the prominent relational focus of grace. This union includes
forgiveness, justification, sanctification, glorification, and communion with
him by the Spirit. Any sudloctrine that effectuates this union or the exercise
of its graces could be helpful for our motivation. We also could claim that the
graciousdecreef God to create and to save providentially should be our
motivation to changébut this is not a solitary doctrine disconnected from
the other truths that effectually accomplish and evidence our union with
Christ.” For every selhater, selrighteousness is not the root problem that
must be eradicated by faith in the credited righteousness of Christh&elfs
have many forms of disconformity to Christ. The eradication of self
condemnation comes from many formsanctified obedience and repentance
from sinful thoughts, words, and deeds. A uniteith -Christ selthater could
obey the B C to care for the body and not engage indetftructive behaviors
without directly sourcing this motivation in justification.Lex Christi
obedience has immediate blessed comforts that synergize more motives to
obey (Ps. £3). Some sefondemnation is the proper guilt of thex Christi
renewed conscience after othe dog re
deliverancerbm that form of selhatred should come by specific repentance

4 Selfhatred is just one of many forfieproblems in this sanctification model.

5Todd Stryd, o0Self Hat r &adurna of BiblitahCoun8iag2D17)g Vo i
8020.

SWCF 3:67

7WLC 6569; WCF 18
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for those sin§ We may have many valid motives for doing our moral duty, and
they need not Dbe presented as foun
credited righteousness or t Bwnnwreopi
we learn from theymphonittributeperspectivahat self-hatred is wrong for
those united to Christ because we should experiencedhienameconciliation
affectionrsowar d self in the | ikeness of
affectiontoward us are based on various forms of conformitjexoChristi
declared ams, writtenin us, andobeyed hys, together with his certain
foreknowledge that all these forms will come to perfection.

A thirdbalaniog emphasmefrom the symphonic morality per§mutve.
preachers assume the worst sinful
condi ti on !fandappl i indiscri@ifajely to the entire listening
congregation. OWe all have this prc
of this text. We do not obey,; we |
preachers disparag8ermondike this offer no nuance encouraging the grace
already present among the mature listen&hss type ofnegative assessment
of the entire c¢ongr sgnasuse of pulps authgity r i t
and false witness against mature believefalse witness(9™" C sin)
discourages those who are faithful, using pregenserather than pastense
verbsto describee he hearerds fallen conditi
that preserves and promotes o0the ¢
charitable esteem of our neighbors . . . rejoicing in their good name . . . freely
acknowledging of their gifts and grace$ T hoeb has already

8WCF 15:16; 18:4; 2 Cor. 7:1@; 2 Pet. 2:22

9Zeph. 3:920; Rom. 8:23;Phil. 1:6; Eph. 1:4, 14

10This popular and influential Reformed preaching method comes from misusing the concept
devel oped by a very i nfl uent ChastCenterecaRteachingi n
Redeeming the Expository @akencademic 2018), chapter 2, where he posits that every text,
"all Scripture" has a "fallen condition focus" (FCF) or reveals a human "burden™: the mutual
human condition that contemporary persons share with those to or about whom the text was
written that requires the grace of the [text] for God's people to glorify and enjoy him. This fallen
condition includes both sins revealed by the text and sorrows and struggles experienced in this
fallen world. The text will also lead to some forms of Goespehted burden relief The
problem is how preachers use the FCF without nuance to the needs of the mature hearers, as i
every sermon were preached to the seeker coming out of sin's dark prison into the first light of
the Spirit's effectual call to justifying grace.
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accomplished a considerable measure of sanctifying daiih, andby the
mature saintsd diligent exercise of
Failureto encourage those who have lived in considerable measure for Christ

in obedience to his moral lawa 38' C sin WLC 129130 instructs pastors (as
superiors) in their duties and sins to their congregations ifdariors). It
instructs pastors to ocountenance an
prohibits o0discouraging and diisgcount
them unduly . . . provoking them to ange Sermons following this FCF
principle are usually concluded with an emphasis on justifying grace or
substitutionary atonement as if that was the total of what it means to preach
gospel grace. In considerable measure, these &d | ed-c @iChe i sd 6
sermons also fail to develop the detaildesf @ristisanctifying obedience,

using thesymphonic moraitglsymphonic commandpesapectives.

A fourtthelghatthe symphonic morality and symphonic commandments perspe
provide isgapply ethical balforeay dutdirected application of thereathing
that neglects these perspectives results in an imbalanced explanation of man's
moral duty based on one isolated text. Any duty applications of a text should
be compared to these perspectives to notice other connections that can
nuance the meaningf the text and prevent simplistic directions to the
listeners that can be easily misumst®od. Preachers should consider the
interrelatedness of the entitex Christif the text exhorts faithin or lovefor
God (2 C), the true tests for any living faith must be displayed by works
obedient to every other commandméhEor example, if preaching from
Numbers 35:84 about cities of refuge, we cannot just tell people to be a
refuge for others. We must notice some symphdekcChristmplications.
First, using thesymphonic moradgyspective, we can deductively organize any
prescriptive commands in the text under thex Christutline (seebold
below). Second, we can consider the inductive implications of all Ten
Commandments using theymphonic commandmpersigective (seetalics
below). Though perhaps not mentioned directly in the text, we can
extrapolate the text using the interdependent morality of every command that
is assumed among God's holy people.

1Jas. 2:194; 2 Pet. 1:B1; 1 John &1
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T'C pre_orD the people of Israel must prepare six cities of refuge
(Num. 35:915).Implication: Israel obeys the Lord, mediated throtigh. Moses (5

2YC precovenantatonement for polluting bloodshed in the land is
shedding that polluter's blood (Num 35:33)Implication: holy purity is required.

39 C preblessinghe LORD (and the reputation of his name) dwells
among the people in the landNum. 35:34)Implication: Israel represents his
name.

4"C preheosynchrothe manslayer must remain in the city until the
high priest's death(Num. 35:25, 28)This rule is for all generations in this
land (Num. 35:29).Implicationthe LORD s sovereign pr o\
guarantine and his eternal rule over the land and its people.

5th C pranity the congregation provides a court of judgment to either
protect the unintentional manslayer or to discover that this was a
premeditated homicide and administer capital punishment(Num. 35:12,
24-25).Implicatiomhis requirssuctures of authority and submission in family, soc
church, prophets, priests, and kings (Deut. 19). This city is a communat refuge,
wise authority learndddulers in theigecities to implement it

6th C prlife The unintentional manslaughterer is quarantined as a
protection from t h(Num a2 nigmicatioro God b |
protects innocent lives and enforces capital punishment on murderers by his

8"Cprostewardshifhese walled cities allocate physical resources with
buildings within which the unintentional manslayer can live safely(Num.
35:1115). The land resource theLORD givesmust not be polluted with
innocent blood (Num. 35:3334). Implication: multiple physical resources provic
by God through his people provide for unintentional manslayers.

9th C prouthfulnessDiscernment is required to know who
purposefully harmed others, as differentiated from those who carelessly
or unintentionally harmed others (Num. 35:1&3).Implication: true testimony
and congregational judgment preserve the integrity of all the other commandn

14" C precontentmenito ransom payment will substitute for this
manslayed s quar anti ne; he must remai n
high priest (Num. 35:32)Implication: prohibits coveting money, bribery and injt
between the rich who could afford a ransom payment and the poor who could
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Noticing the interdependence of the various commandments in the OT
cities of refuge enables us to update the applications of the text for today
within a similar commandment outline. We notice parallels in holy God
fearing obedience by Christianstohonas@ 6 s r eput ati on amo
specially designated courts to address specific social ills, jails, prisons, length
of prison sentences, probation, withess protection, prevention of bribery,
halfway houses, drug rehabilitation centers, homes for unwethens, and
shelters for illegal immigrants or trafficked or abused wome

We expect the Word, effectually applied by the Spirit, to be the most
explicit representative of the six perspectives. It is the foundation for
We s t misystentaticprattgal theology. Every important word, phrase, or
sentence of the Standards is supplied with a relevant proof text, illustrating
that its structural perspectives have biblical foundations. The Word
representsthedRD6 s bl essing to his elect peo
church. The Word came through human representatives, prophets and
apostles moved by the Spirit. Through the Spidcomplished union with
Christ, the Word becomes effectual so that we can kilbgv LORD and his
works and experience inward and outward conformitylés Christi

For further study:

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chr i sti ands Reasonabl e S

Seechapters 2The Word of God93 Te mpt ati on about wt
Word is True

For Reflection

i. How does the Word perform functions similar to representapegsons,
such as how fathers should treat thelrildren?

ii. How does thesymphonic attribupesspective expand the typical five
attributes used in systematic theology textbooks to define Scripture?

iii. Explain several of the phrases of WCF 1 that correspond to some of the
symphonic attributes.

iv. HowhaveWe st mi mperspextiveadelped yourview of the Word?

v. Compared to how Westminsterads, per s
what types of imbalanchave youheard (as listener) or preached (as
preachery



CHAPTER 0

RepresentativeAngels & Creation
Reveal Symphonic Attributes

AngelsReveal Symphonic Attributes

Though using a different vocabulary than | develop in this book, the
Westminster Standardslearly showmediate representatiangels and men
as personanalogically revealing theORDS attributesThe holy angels also
exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administer the other four perspectives.
However, because they are immortal spiritual beings in heavenly realms, their
obedience to the'66 8" C is notapplicablesince they exist in a nematerial
world without physical life, marriage (Matt. 22:30), or property. Holy angels
obey these commands in relation to mankind, the creatures, and the creation
under the will of God, to either bless or curse, administe@rgg dwdll$n the
earthly realm related tma n k i phydidalssustenance, species propagation,
and resource management. For example, the angels mysteriously bless a
mediate representatives dbod joining togetharby darrangingdmarriages.
This motif is wovermost memorablyhroughout Scripture as God uses his
angelic ambassadors to reveal his glory and proclaim his message of peace al
salvation?

WLC 19: What is Godds providence
Answer: God, by his providence, permitted some of the angels, willfully
and irrecoverably, to fall into sin and damnatibmiting and ordering that,
and all their sins, to his owragldegtablished the rest in holiness and happir
employing them all, at his pleasure, in the administrations of his power,
justice

The angels are differentiated based their conformity to lex Christi
righteousness. Some angels fell into sin, disobégx@GhrisiThe fallen angels

1Matt. 19:6; Gen. 24:7, 27, 40
2Heb. 2:2; Luke 2:14; 1 Tim. 3:16
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rebelled against the positions of authoribey were giveno serve the saints

in their assigned heavenly realfhey are now cast down to earth, filled with
wrath and working to destroy Go& kingdom citizens and pervert his
righteousnes$.God orders even their evil to accomplish his purposes and
bring glory to his name. They are unable to thwart &sdving purpos€ss
fallen, nonredeemable creatures, they always experiencedre® covenant
relational enmity attribueath, patience, and, ultimately, justit€he saints

will mediately represent thedrD& judgment to fallen angels.

In submission to the authority of Christ, the holy, elect angels bless the
saints by administerin@hrist® authority, power, and mercy in the coming of
the kingdom of God.They are established in the enjoyment of God through
lex Christighteousness: they exemplify worshigt (T),° protect the holy
places from defilement {2C)°and properly proclaim his name, foretell what
will happen, and testify to his works 3C).1'They are sent out to serve and
guard individual saints and the assembly of saints in geographic régions,
delivering them from evil and enemies or guarding them through temptation,
mitigating suffering, and encouraging and leading the saints into
righteousnes$3They bear reliable witness to God about our ligeggsenting
themselves before the Lord, 6 so- we
present observation,coram angell$ They protect the righteous by
administering justice against the wickétThese angels gather the saints in
the Second Coming of Christ and cast the rest into heltire.

3Jude 1:6; Rev. 18:71 Cor. 11:10

42 Pet. 2:4; Rev. 1219

5Rom. 8:38

6 Matt. 25:41; Jude 1:6

71 Cor. 6:3

8Eph. 1:21; 1 Pet. 3:22

9Heb. 1:6

10Rev. 21:12, 27; Gen. 3:24

11Job 33:23; Matt. 1:20; Luke-2BActs 7:53; Gal. 3:19; Luke 2:14; Heb. 2:2; Rev. 22:16
12Matt. 18:10; Rev. 1:20; 3:5

13Gen.16:711; 19:15; 21:17;-A8;124:7, 40; 48:16; Exod. 3:2ff; 14:19; 23:20; 33:2; Num. 20:16;
22:2235; Judges 1324; Ps. 34:7; Isa. 63:9; Dan. 3:28; 6:22; Hos. 12:4; Luk&8;: 13143Q;
22:43; Acts 5:19; 8:26; 10:22: 11R:27:236; Heb. 1:14

14Job 1:4.2; Zech. 6:5; Matt. 18:10; Luke-92t8Mim. 5:21; 1 Cor. 11:10; Rev. 3:5; 8:2

152 Sam. 24:1867; 2 Kings 19:3%. 35:; 78:49; Acts 12:23; Rev. 444

16Matt. 13:4042; 24:31
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These biblically noted tasks represent the angels' service of exemplifying
love for God (without a mediator) and performing théex Christrirtues
toward mankind and creation. The elect angels, as created-ppmbnsre
perfect blessing representatives of the symphonic attributes in the duties
given to them by the®RD. They administer superior powers in bringing in
the kingdom. However, because they lack bodies, they dophysically
participate in daily companionship with mankind in lif@aintenance tasks
of food, drink, shelter and clothing, marriage, family, and property
stewardship. Additionally, as nefallen creatures, they do not experieacy
of theLORD® restorativecovenasmelational reconciliation attrifotesy of his
enmity attributagainst themselves, though they do mediately administer his
power and justice in judging the unrighteous.

Creation RevealsSymphonic Attributes

Since creation and its creatures are not senfpemsonse assume here a
more diminished sense of mediate representation. However, creation and its
creatures still powerfully reveal theymphonic attributess peci f i ¢ a|
oeternal power and divine natureod (

WLC 2: How does it appear that there is a God?

Answer: The very light of nature in maand the works of God, declare plain
that there is a Gbdt his Word and Spirit only do sufficiently and
effectually revediim unto men for their salvation.

WCF 4:1 It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy GHostthe
manifestation of the glory of His eternal power, wisdom, andhgoodne:
beginning, to create, or make of nothing, the world, and all thimggin
whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very good.

17Heb. 2:16elect angels do not experience therDO gestorative covenarntreconciliation
attributes (gracious, merciful, patient to save, forgiving, slow to anger, and disciplining).
Among the other ten covenantéconciliation attributes, the elect angels probably only
experience these four: theokb6 s | ov e, j oy, goodness and |
everlasting communion in perfection, not in the form of restorative reconciliation.
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The concept of creation and its creatures revealing mediate blessing, favor,
and kindness contrasted with mediate cursing, punishment, or judgment, can
be observed in WCF 5:2 and corresponds with ample biblical testimony.

Of Providence 5:8lthough, in relation to the forknowledge and decree

of God, the first Cause, all things come to pass immutably, and infallibly:
yet, by the same providence, He ordereth them to fallamgrding to the
nature of second caides necessarily, freely,aamtingently

aContingentlyd means he accomplishes his wifirough the actionsor
patterns of secondary causes. This WCF prdof text from Genesis 8:2
demonstrates Gasl direct, ordered control over the created world, with the
creation as a secowmontingentcause of both blessing and curs¥ghile the
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night, shall not ceasge.

Creation Mediately Representsthe brRD6 s Bl essi ngs

The rule of the @RD-King causes the flourishing establishment of the
world. dSay among the nationgifhe LORD reigns! Yes, the world is
established; it shall never be mogé@s. 96:10). By this blessitithe LORD
limits the curse factors that cause pain, sorrow, suffering, and groaning of
creation and its creature®. Instead, the created universe (reantient
environments of habitation: heavens, earth, seas, fields) conforms to its
blessed purposes for the good of its inhabitants, including everything that the
LORD created to fill those environments: all forms of vegetation and all
creatures in water, air, and land (Gen. 1:1280

Since God made a covenant witlan and withthe earth and all its living
creatures?® God is still reflecting hidex Christattributes, his supremely
dynamic (4" C), living (6" C), andsufficient (8" C) blessings on the lands of
the entire world, fixing the seasons and the stars, sending rain andrsdin
filling mend hearts with joy from abundant harvestsGod fixed the

18Deut. 28:114

19Gen. 3:149; Deut. 28:468; Rom. 8:192

20Gen. 9:917

21Gen. 1:14; Ps. 104:19; Jer-33;33:25; Matt. 5:445; Acts 14:17
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boundaries of earth and water, scattered the peoples across the earth,
confused their languages, and appointed the rise and fall of their families, clans
nations, and land boundariésFrom Gods national apportioning, we, being
born in his appointed time and place, ask for our daily hréad pray for
ourselves and others, that both they and we, waiting upon the providence of
God from day to day in the use of lawful means, may, of his free gift, and as t
his fatherly wisdom shall seem best, ergaompetent porviotnem; and have

the same continued and blessed unto us in our holy and comfortable use of
them, and contentment in them; and be kept from all things that are contrary
to our temporal support and comféWLC 193). We ask the Lord to provide

any land, housing, food, and d¢lotg resources that enable our life to continue,
directly or mediately, through representativés.

Christians should not become spiritualizing ascetics. We affirm the new
covenant enjoyment of any physical blessings within tihetr Christises,
whether sex within marriage, children, families with seeionomic stability,
land, houses, food, or clothifgThough, indeed, some are Christian refugees
fleeing their country of origin due to war, so@oonomic chaos, and religious
persecution, they are still praying for and seeking ways to obtain a competent
portion of the Lord earthly blessings.

This petition for daily bread comes after the primary petitions. First, we
address the heavenly Father, knowing him and his works. We pray that we
will learn to honor His name as living sacrifices united to Christ by the
Spirit.2>We pray for his kingdom to come and his will to be done, which is
the application of the entireex Christh the world in response to His name
and works 6ymphonic pedagopérapective). Thus, we first pray for the
coming of his kingdom and his righteousness, then ask for a competent
portion of material blessings to use in exemplifying, proclaiming, interceding,
and administrating the King, his kingdom, and righteousrié&od promises
to provide any inwarespiritual or outwardcreaturely thing from amongll

22Gen. 11:8; Deut. 32:8; Ps. 46t%; 74:17; 169;5Prov. 15:25; Isa. 10% Dan. 2:21;
Acts 17:286

23Eccles. 5:180

241 Tim. 4.3

253s1-3d C; Eph. 2:18; Rom. 12:1

26 Matt. 6:33
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thingsothat he deems needed for our adopted bodified souls to conform to the
Son?’

However, this O0Oenjoyment of a compe
goods is not simply a means to the end of giving us resources to enable us to
do kingdom work. These goods also serve as mediate representatives of the
Triune LORDS symphonic persangealing hisymphonic attributesTo o0t ast e
see thatthdorRDIi s goodd6 (Ps. 34:8) requires
requires that our bodified souls have glory senses and the ability to perceive
the symphonic attributes in the creation. Thus, we must explore how the
creation reveals the derivative symphonicibtites.

The supraactuating attribute$ the supremelLoORD are reflected in the
derivativeformative abilitiekthe creation:

Decidability: creatures have some capacities for planning, purpose, and
choosing in this world.

Reliability: daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly consistency in the creation
and cycles of migration and propagation of species.

Availability: senses of the creatures constantly interpreting the present
nearness of the world.

Complexity: a world filled with mysteries too hard to understand; ordering
the worldds systems shows wise pla

Ability: many powerful systems in the world (wind, water, fire, radiation,
volcanoes, earthquakes), powerful animals: elephants, tigers, crocodiles,
(dinosaurs).

Dependency: there are authoritative laws that creation and creatures must
submit to (gravity, time, space, gender binary). All creatures depend on
the LorDand the established harmonies of creation order for existence.

Endurability: the world is created but has an eternal existence, being
renewed unto eternity (Rom. 8:P3; note that the creation, together
with elect man, waits for its redemption, not its annihilation, being set
free from its bondage to corruption).

Perfectibility: having existed in the original creation, it will be restored in
the new heavens and earth. Many harmonious and coordinated systems
and capabilities (sun, moon, seasons).

27Rom. 8:32, in the context of 8:36
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Teachability: creatures learn in sentient patterns. Creation reveals itself by
the interactions of creatures in their environments.

Luxuriance: overabundance; multiplication of creatures and varieties,
species, flora and fauna, genetic variation, and adaptation.

The LORDG s s ulexrGhnmtittributes are derivatively revealed in
c r e a fex @hnsb \artues.

I C: pro-LORD YHWH: t he creatures know their maker is therd and
praise him (Ps. 148:7); representative living creatures also surround
the throne of God, acknowledging his holy character and name as the
only trueLorRDalmighty forever (Rev. 4:8).

2nd C: pro-covenantal:the LORD covenants with the creatures and the
earth (Gen. 9:17). Theworld works in ordered patterns of
submission to laws and principles.

39 C: pro-blessing:Psalm 148 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all
you shining stars! 4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters
above theheavens! 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he
commanded, and they were created. 6 And he established them
forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 7 Prai:
the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all de@ps, 8 f
and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 9 Mountains
and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 10 Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds! . . . 13 Let them praise the name of the
LORD, for his name alone is exaltéis majesty is above earth and
heaven.

4 C: pro-theosynchrony: the seasons and years are ordered bydRe
and the creatures obey these seasons.widrlel is structured with
the timings of days, months, years, sun, moon, and planets. Plants and
animals exist and have their being within the seasons.

5 C: pro-harmony: the mutual harmonies within the creation spheres:
land, water, wind, sun, rain, pairs of animals cooperating and caring
for their newborns, suatomic particles in their ordered relations

6" C: pro-life: embedded lifesustenance (air, water, shelter) and food
within the creation systems for all creatures by mutual dependences
on ecosystems (though also with enmities such as diseases, disasters
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death (Rom. 8:183). i f e everywhere is sust:
help.

7 C: promarriaggethe uni verseds systems and
beauty, attractive to the sens@she wor | dds r epr oduc
are based primarily on gender binary (medmale/sperregg).Some
animals are mated for life, and there is a gender binary-{erakde)
in most creatures.

8" C: pro-stewardship: animals build their habitations in their
environments and gather and store food. There is glmatdance in
the world.

9" C:pro-truthful: the creation reveals sympho
that all creatures can hear and discern (Ps:66Rbm. 1:20)

10" C: pro-contentment: the LORD satisfies the desire efery living thing
especially foodelated (Ps. 145:1%).Creatures are satisfied and fed.

The LORDS s S u govepambdational attributese revealed in the
covenamelational affectiafishe creation.

Though different creatures have more or less sentience in their
applications, the more sentient creatures and pets can show various kinds of
tamed affections (reconciliation of creatures to man). Some examples are
attachment types of love, helping, goodnesHcontrol, patience, joy, dislike,
unhappiness, fear, anger, and threatening. At the same time, some creatures
are considered wild, with untamable affections that are always in enmity to
man and other creatures due to fear andgeltection (Gen. ).

As we see in Psalm 9618l the variou&oice®of all creation combine to
the praise and enjoyment of therd ashe restores the creational order and
removes the curses placed upon it because of &dand®

oLet the heavens be glad, and | et
that fills it;let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees

of the forest sing for jdyefore the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to
judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples

in his faithfulness.

28Gen. 3:189; Rom. 8:123
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The entire creation and its creatures alejoiced as much as their
sentience permits and use the auditavgice®that God gave them to speak
his praises: the winds of the heavens blow; the @plates shift; its stones
and soils erode and move; waters drip, flow, fall, and foam; &mndibugs
chirp; dolphins squeak; dogs bark; frogs croak (cf. Isa. 44:23). Thdgrade
and whirlébefore his face, as their motions permit (Ps. 98:9).

Created musical instruments seem to fulfill a similar purpose, echoing the
oOvoiced sounds and mel odi e8. Starfgedt h €
instruments mimic the sounds of animals and the echoes of waters in different
hollows. Wind instruments ke the trumpet and horn mimic the sounds of
other animals and the winds blowing.

Thus, Il saac Wattsdé 1719 hymn 0Joy
in Psalm 98, reminds us of these alreadtyyet creationrejoicing realities:

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found.

As BavincRhas pointed out,

oOheaven and earth and all creatu
fruitful and lean years, food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and
poverty, al | things, in factd [c
believers of God . . . . Scriptumntains germinally . . . the beginning and

analogy . . . of the etiological [cosmological] proof [the existence of a cause
from the demonstrable existence of an effect] in Romans 1:20, of the
teleological proof [the harmony and purpose of the world infaes
existence of an intelligent cause] in Psalm 8 and Acts 14:17, of the mora
proof [the existence of moral phenomena in the life of humaiikind

29 In The Psalms: A Historical and Spiritual Commentary with an Introduction and New T
(Continuum 2005) 341, John Eaton sugg#sis translation instead of "tremble,” which seems

to fit better with the context of celebration.

30Herman BavinckiReformed Dogmatics: Volume 2: God an@&keatdaademic, 2004576,

8189.
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conscience, moral responsibility, repentance, reward and punishment,
virtue and happiness, the fear of death and punishment, progress and the
triumph of the good in human history, and so fértimfers from them the
existence of a moral being who created amaintains that order] in
Romans 2:14, and of the ontological proof [all cultures believe in various
religions and have thoughts about a supreme being, inferring the
existence of God] in Acts 17:24 and Romans 1:19, 32.

As we enjoy and partake of the entire creation, by faith receiving its

medi ate representation of Godds gl or

perspectives, uniting our souls in Christ by the Spirit to the ultimate
enjoyment of God himself, wtlis our chief and highest end (WLC 1).

For further study:

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chri sti ands Reasonabl e

Seehapters IThe Knowledge of God from NatureT®e Creation of the
World, 9: Angels and Devil€5: Assaults of Satan

Douglas& Jonathan ModCreation Care: A Biblical Theology of the Natural
World

PeterJ.Leithart, Traces of the Trinity: Signs of God in Creation and Human
Experience

Mark Futato,Creation: A Witness to the Wonder of God

T.M. Moore,Consider the Lilik$lea for Creational Theology

Steve DeWittEyes Wide Qgemoying God in Everything

JohnFaméNNat ureds Case for God: A Bri

For Reflection

i. Compare and contrast the representation of fallen angels with holy angels.

ii. What do you find encouraging and comforting about holy angels? Answer
using themes and proof texts shown in footnotes 8 through 16.

iii. What are some of the symphonic attributes of creation that help you
become transformed int@ o dlikesess?

iv. How does WLC prioritize our need for daily bread?

v. How should your enjoyment of creation synergize with your ultimate
enjoyment of God

S

ef



CHAPTERLL

Representative AdamReveals Symphonic Attributes

Chapter 4 developed an introduction to thW&estminster Standard$
symphonic motifs integrating systematic and practical theology, namely, that
the glory of God is reflectetd, on in, andbyhis creatures (WCF 2:2). To
explain the details of WCF 23, a new vocabulary was used in Chapters 5
and 6 to develop this motif for its integrating perspectives: by the work of the
oneLORDGod, asymphonic persBather, Son, and Holy Spirit, tegmphonic
attributesf Gods glory are revealed to his creatures, and derivatively, revealed
oninandbyhis creatures.

Mankind, beginning with Adam and Eve, was appointed as&3uoddiate
representatives to reflect the image of his glory, with specific duties to care for
Eden and the creatures andnltiply and fill the earth. These representative
duties continue through the offspring of our first pargmsrriage.

The LORD Gives/ex Christi to Adam by both Words and Example

Westminster Confession of4Raitind 19:2 alert readers tdex Christi
themes in the creaticfall narrative. Their main proof text (Rom. 2:15)
indicates that God writes the moral law on the hearts of all hiv¢hC 20
summarizes the details of the moral law in Eden as the duties revealed to
Adam and Eve (Gen:2las proof texts). This section will explore more
specific exegetical evidence that tle Christhotif provides an integrating
perspective on creation. Since Westminster does not uskexh€hristnotif
to describe the first sin of mamsing it herewill help us expand our
understanding of the first sin and evaluate several Reformed resources which
explain the creatioffall narrative.

The LorD defined his selidentity to Adam by the words he spoke and
the works he accomplished in the beginninble showed his intelligence in

1Cited frequently, as in WCF 1:1; 4:2; 19:1; 6:6; WLC 17, 89, 92, 96; WSC 40
2C. J. CollinsGenesis41 A Linguistic, Literary and Theological Corfithdlipatyrg: P&R,
2006) 66.
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designing the world for man to live in, using language, making raesthetic
value judgmentsdt is good), working and resting, and relating to man with
love and commitment. Theéghteous dutiesassigned to Adam reflect Géd
actions and words. TheoRD gives no other selfitroduction. He is the
righteous Lord; man reflects his righteous image

According to Murraystwo commandments, given verbally to Adam and
Eve, are explicit in Genesi®21They are labor and rest'(€ Gen. 1:28:3)
and marriage and procreation(T Gen. 2:184; Gen. 1:28be fruitful and
multiplyd. The Westminster Standards cite texts for the Sabbath (WLC 116,
121; WCF 21:7) and marriage (WCF 24:1; procreation is one of the purposes
for marriage in WCF 24:2)When we follow these initial observations of the
Westminster Standards and Murray about twex Christvirtues in the
creation narrative, as interpreters of Genesisie are encouraged to look for
further evidence of the other eigleix Christiirtues, since thé s a ngivenl a w
to Adam in Eden was delivered in Ten Commandments to Moses on $inai
(WCF 19:22). Searching the Genesi® Bcripture index for the Westminster
Standards uncovers several other explicit links to the moral Related to
the 3- 4 C, the duty of communion with God in the garden (WCF 4:2; WLC
20); and related to th&" C, the duty to have a lawful calling, WLC 141 cites
Genesis 2:15 commanding Adam to work and keep the ga#dem. WLC 20
on G ordvidence to man before the fall shows how the Westminster
divines explicated various commandments from the Genesis nartéatiadl
the Westminster Standards, this comes closest to identifiiony the moral
law was given in the garden without citing each duty as specifically related to
the moral law or listing them in order of the decalogue (see footnotes pairing
phrases with direct or implied commandments

3John Murray Principles of Conduct: Aspects of Bibli¢@r&thid®apids: Eerdmans 1957} 25
44,

4 This thesisarranges the Genesis 1:28 procreation command to be fruitful and multiply under
the 6n C, to be prdife, while recognizing that the institution of marriagen(Z) is the moral
prerequisite for having children.

5Scripture Index to the Westminster Sf@nthardsx Presbyterian Church 2007) 284.

6 Note the implication of lex Christi virtues in the wordappointing . . . , giving liberty . . .,
putting ... under his dominion, ordaining . . ., affording . . ., instituting . . ., and entering into a
covenant of life, pledg[ing], and forbiddidgor each of these commands, Adam and Eve were
to speak the truth to each other about their communion with God and enjoyment of the
Sabbath rest, their relationship to each other, their geiitleary identities, duties and jobs,
implying the & C.
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The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created,
was the placing him in paradiseppointing him to dress it, giving him
liberty to eat of the fruit of the earthputting the creatures under his
dominion® and ordaining marriage for his helg§; affording him
communion with himself!instituting the sabbath!? entering into a
covenant of lifé2with him, upon condition of personal, perfect, and
perpetual obedience, of which the tree of life was a pledge; and forbidding
to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain of death.

Interpreters can also find evidence that therD exemplified these
commandmentsshowingdam the duties oiex Chriseindnot simply@ i v i n g
Adam thelex Christiuties in a spoken waywanDrunen highlights Adad
holistic royal commissioto dominion, representing Gdl dominion in
speaking and naming, rendering right judgments, and showing bounteous
generosity that seeks the good of all creation. Thggbutes/iere ontological
(body and rational soul) and functional (to exercise moral and rational
excellence (Eph. 4:24), with an eschatologidatinyof six time periods of
work judged as very good, leading to a seventh period of enthroneestnt

710" Cimplied by giving him a wonderfully designed garden to satisfy his heart with complete
contentment and thankfulness.

86th C to provide food for life sustenance but impliéshtand 8 C to do six weekly days of
stewardly laborWhile not categorized as such by the Westminster divines or included in the
list of WLC 20,doe fruitful and multiplyd(Gen 1:28) should be identified ase®virtue (pro

life) while recognizing that the institution of marriage{®C) is the moral prerequisite for
having children.

94th b, six days of weekly labor, tending the creatures for the glory of God ftmmishing,

and the creatio® blessing, but implies6and & C in training and managing domesticated
animalsfor tending and keeping the earth as well as enjoyment of their creaturely specialties.
1070 C implies Evé help for Adam in the commandmeitsties.

1135t § 4t C related to communing love for God.

124t 3 C related to weekly seventtay Sabbath rest.

13The Lord required obedience to each command@ehuties and one prohibition that, upon
violation, represented disobedience to all the commandmeépntseach of these commands,
Adam and Eve were to speak the truth to each other about their communion with God and
enjoyment of the Sabbath rest, their relationship to each other, their gbnthy identities,
duties, and jobs, implying thé"aC.
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4 VanDrunen quotes WLC 17, saying the law was written in their hearts.
Earlier, he avers to the Decalogue when citing Witsius on the definition of
mar® moral obligation, indicating that God gave special revelation commands
(Gen 1:28; 2:4%7) that resonated with m@& morally upright natureéhe

voice of God in the ear echoed and clarified the voice of God in the heart and
mind.6* VanDrunen defineratural la@s the norautonomous voice of God
created in the heart and mind that directed man toward communion with God
himself, an inner moral obligation to a natural moral order which was to be
understood and honored through the judicial task of discermgapd and
evil6*%The moral substance of the natural law in fmé Adam, reflecting
God® moral nature and actions in creation and Eden, is defined by the positive
duties of the moral law and summarizeda®ative and loving fruitfulnesso6

939 C: In proper subordination to the God who names himself and
prescribes how his name should be used to worship, man must love and
be generous toward God.

4t C: As God created in six days and rested on the seventh, man must
imitate his work and rest patterns.

5 C: As God exercised benevolent authority over creation, man must
imitate him by exercising benevolent authority over creation.

6" C: As God created and sustains life in this world, man and woman
must imitate him by becoming fruitful procreators, sharing and extending
the qift of life to new generations.

7" C: As God entered into covenant relationship with people in bonds
of fidelity, man is obligated to live in harmonious social relations,
exemplified most profoundly in the mutually beneficial and intimate
union of marriage.

8"C: O0As God expressed his owner st
naming, and commanding it, S0 man claims ownership of the creatures
and the | and of Eden as a place in

9"C: ©O6As God spoke true and produc
being and assigning them names, so man is obligated to promote truth and
enrich the rest of creation by thei

14David VanDrunenDivine Covenants and Moral Order: A Biblical Theology of (Sagunmdl Law,
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014)-39.

151bid., 79, 8890.

16]bid., 87688.
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100 C: 6As God freely showered h
obligated to share a#®d not to cov

Finally, VanDrunen reminds us that these commandments also had a
strict retributive justice application to guard Eden from false intruders like
the serpent who would seek to overturn all these commandm@aes
2:17)8

The WCF makes it evident that the law given in Eden is the same law that
was restated at Sinai.

WCF 19:1God gave to Adam ,aalsa covenant of works, by which He
bound him and all his posterity to personal, entire, exact, and
perpetual obedience; promised life upon the fulfilling, and threatened
death upon the breach of it: and endued him with power and ability
to keep it.

WCF 19:2This layafter his fallcontinued to be a perfect rule of righteousit
and, as such, was delivered by God upon Mount Sinai, in teamdmman
written in two tables: the four first commandments containing our
duty towards God; and the other six our duty to man.

Below, organized using the commandments as the interpretive rubric,
readers can understand how therDstated and demonstrated all the duties
of the Ten Commandments as his revelation of the whole moral law given to
Adam in Genesisd. We further note thathe law given to Moses highlighted
eight prohibitions and two duties, while the law exemplified and spoken to
Adam highlighted ten virtues and one prohibition. All the prohibitions of the
moral law were summarized in one command: not to eat from thetitbe
knowledge of good and evil (see below)

B, 2nd, 39 C: Thesupremacy of his Lordship and his holy and hléssétenature
beginning God . 6spoke, and it happened. Starting in Genesis 2:4, he is

1bid., 9893.
18|bid., 93994.
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identified asthe LORD God (same name in Exod. 20:2 preface to the
Decalogue), who providentially maintains all the created order, requiring
Adam and Eve to love, obey, and fear him above all€Se(t-Lord);

to give proper worship and remind each other of their covenant allegiance
to the LORD in submission to his commands™Z pro-covenantal); and

to bless, thank, and honor his name with integrity® (&o-blessing).
Interpreters can assume that the actions of Adam and Eve after their sin
were unlike or the opposite of their actions toward God before sin: instead
of sewing fig leaves for loin coverings and hiding in shame when they
heard the sound of thieorD walking in the Garden (Gen 310), they
would have approached thkorRD in love, worship, and blessing,
unashamed of their nakedness. TherD also prohibits requiring
epistemic submission to his authoritative Word. ftebids Adam and

Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:17). The
Lord® separating actions (light from dark, sea from land, seventh day from
first through sixth days) are an example of his naming and setting things
apart as holy so that his people would do likewise, be themselves set apart
as holy to the.orRDand separated from evil and eglders so as not to be
tempted by their way$?Everything thd.OrRDdoes andommands shows

his supreme authority as sovereigard, to whom is due all worship,
honor, and thanks to his holy name (Rom. 1:21). Adam and Eve must
exemplify and truthfully instruct each other and their offspring about
these duties and prohibitions. These safh@4C laws are written on the
hearts of all men (Rom. 2:18) and confirmed by their observation of
Godd works in creation and providence. All men haeiarly perceived

his eternal power and divine nature in the things that have been
maded fhat the one sovereighORD has decreed, commanded into
existence, and providentially maintains all these creation realities so that
men are bound to love, worship, and bless him, and are without excuse for
failing to do so (Rom. 1:20; WCF 1:1).

4t C: The supremacy of his dynami@inatuweD created patterns of time by
heavenly lights, a light for the day and a light for the nightor s i gns

seasons and (Gerot:14xhalyrD createdin six@lays and
rested on the seventh and blessed the seventh day (GeR:3):3n the

19Gen. 2:3; 3:15; 12:1; Exod. 20:11; Le¥i51 P@2426; Num. 8:14; Ps-2:See Brud#altke
& Cathi Fredricks,Genesis: A Comme(Gand Rapids: Zonderva001) 69.
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sixth day theLoRD created Adam, designing Adantirst full new day of
existence to begin on the LagdSabbath, and ever after that to imitate the
Lord® pattern of six days of labor, one day of rest each wé&ek (#o-
theosynchrony)dSabbath] summons humanity to imitate the pattern of
labor and rest of the King and so to confess &dmtdship and their
consecration to him . . . as a sign @faenant with God (Exod. 31:13,4.7),
opdomising divine rest?®This same % C law is written on the hearts of

all men (Rom. 2:145) and confirmed by their persistent cultural pattern

of a sixday workweek followed by one day of rest and their counting of
seasons, days, and years. These -tirdered patterns in cultures
throughou the world reveal Go@ cclearly perceivedleternal power to
create the entire universe in six days and enjoy its excellence on the
seventh and reveal hisupremely dynamicnature to order time
(beginning and end, days, seasons, years, historical memory, present
awareness and future hope). Thus, men are without excuse for failure to
honor him, give him thanks, and submit to the ordered patterns he
establishes and explains (Ro 1:21; Rev. 1:8, 17, 19; WCF 1:1).

6", 8" C: The supremacy of his dynamic, living, stewafdig lnakme:
commands, saying, oLet there be
into existence: the earth bears vegetation, giving the -bedring
vegetation for mands food, creat:i
life-sustenance, and stewardship. Inldh, theLORD himself plants a
garden of trees that are pleasant to the sight and good for food, and places
Adam and Eve in it (Gen. 2. TheLORD blesses the creatures and
commands them to be fruitful, multiply, and fill their domains (Gen-1:20
25) . Al l the Lordds actions are |
they are to reflect (@ C protheosynchrony, ® C pro-life, 8" C pro-
stewardship): Therdt he L ORD God took the n
garden of Edeto work it and keépit( Gen. 2:15), or t
guard/ watch over. 0And God said,
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth,emedy tree with seed
initsfrutt You shall ®Ga@¢6ebnhein: 286y . f 0ANDC
And God said to them, 06Be fruitfu
1:28). TheLorD shows his eternal power and dynamic, living, and

201hid., 67 and note 55.
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stewardly nature by creating man in this environment and sustaining
these resour peaceived e. i inthe thingd traiahavie heen
maded ( Rom. 1:20) . He embeds in th
divine dynamic, living, stewardly nature, writing thes®, 4", and 8 C

laws on the hearts of all men (Rom. 218). He confirms them by
abundant evidence that man works as steward of the world to provide
life-giving shelter, clothing, food, and tools for cultumaking with six

days of weekly labor.

5, gh C: The supremacy of his harmonious, truthfilenabwe created an
entirely harmonious world with harmonious creatures suitable to those
environments and blessed the creatured®fruitful and multiphyo(Gen.

1:22). ThéorDcreated the sun and moondaignsito ondark out Isragh

sacred seasomdsi@@ulingéday and night (Gen. 1:14;18), and blessed the

fish to have a type of dominion over the seas and the birds to have a type
of dominion over the air through their multiplication in their dominions

in ways that do not compete with m@&dominion over the lanék
Primarily, theLORD himself creates, names (day, night, lights in the sky,
heaven, earth, seas, man, plants, fish, birds, creatures, creeping things,
beasts, and livestock), and rules over adifstaining world of irreducible
astronomical, atmospheric, environmental, vagenhal, livingcreature,

and biologicalatomic complexities. TheLORD created Adam as a
typological head of the human race (Hos. 6:7; Rom. 5:14, 18), with
authority over his wife, Eve. They were both given authority over the
created worldd . Subduhe earth], and haveominiofrule/govern] over

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth@\nd [the Lord] brought [the creatures]

to the man to see what he would call thésince naming and language

are used to accomplish dominida,identifying a creatur& world-
harmonious design, as well as a trstheaking duty (Gen. 1:28; 2:19¢C5
pro-harmonious; 9 C pro-truthful). The LORDcreated Eve (fully equal as
dignified humanity) from the rib of Adam to be his helpef* G, a
subordinate role). He presented her to Adam, whose joyful response
indicated his complete acceptance of her suitability to his need and his
acceptance of his authority to sacrifice for, bless, nourish, cherish, and

211bid., 62, 57 note 9, 634.
22|bid., 56, 91



CHAPTER1L: REPRESENTATIVEADAM REVEALSSYMPHONICATTRIBUTES 165

love her (Eph. 5:289). Adam also was to prohibit himself (sdlcipline

and exemplary head) and represent the @mlthority by prohibiting

Eve, as her head, from eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil (Gen. 2:17). His authority was to be used to protect her from the
tempter (contra Gen. 38), that no disharmony from sin would enter into
their relationship (contra Gen. 3:1&As priests and guardians of the
garden, Adam and Eve should haveren out the serpent; instead, it
drives them out?&This same B C law is written on the hearts of all men
(Rom. 2:1415) and confirmed by the good L&ravitness to subdue the
earth under his providential rule to give them rain and fruitful seasons
that satisfy their hearts with food and gladness (Acts 14:17)L0Re
embeds hisklearly perceivedieternal power and divine harmonious
nature within creation and designates ruling authorities over various
spheres, so that men are without excuse for failure to submit to these
authorities as his representatives. The dutieg\@dm and Eve to each
otherincluded 9 C truthful witness of their identity as creatures made

in Gods image and their respective roles; God naming Adam as head and
Eve as helper in Ada@nlabor and obedience to the Lord; and Adam
teaching Eve his aggied creature names signifying their identity, unique
characteristics, and functionEhis same®C law is written on the hearts

of all men (Rom. 2:145) notearly @erceivmg hiseternal power and
divine truthfulnes® ( R o mas thdy:.céhtndle using the names the
LoRrbp truthfully assigned tohimself as bRD, to thecreation order and
functions, its history and meaning, and identities and duties as his
representatives.

7" C:The supremacy of his beautifumgiiéeness of his supreme spiritual
beauty and the alburpassing attractiveness of his essence and attributes,
theLorRbc r eat ed a beawuti ful world, ov
(Gen 1:31; 2:9), filled with precious and attractive minerals (Gerl2:11
The LORD established gender binary attractions among the creatures,
male and female, which was implied in his telling them to be fruitful and
multiply and fill their domains (as some species compete for
attractiveness to a mate) (Gen. tZ8). Inthe likeness¢fh e Lor dd s
trinitarian attraction, he created Adam and Eve as mutually attractive

23|bid, 87.
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male and female in his image (Gen 1:27)LOReformed Adam from the

dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, then
formed Eve from the rib of Adam as his helper (Gen. 222)2Zhen the

man sai d, oThis at | ast is bone of
be called Woman [gender binary], because she was taken out of Man

[ gender (Géni 2128)r Yhlus) theoRrD created gender binary,

singular sexual orientation to one
together by various attractions (Matt. 19:6f T promarriage). As
created in Godos image, their mut ue

intended to stimulate their attraction to God himself as the supremely
spiritually beautiful One in the akurpassing attractiveness of his essence

and attribues. In colloquial terms, the parable should be interpreted as
follows: oIlf the i mtagiethelimagddakerio ef or ¢
allsurpassing in |loveliness! o6 Hetero
one woman to Obe fruitful and mul ti
same 7 C law is written on the hearts of all men (Rom. 215} and
confirmed by the enduring institution of om@an-onewoman marriage

wor |l dwi de. This shows the Lordoés e
and female attraction to the beauty of the other, andigleunion as the

highest physiological expression of delight inthe ofher beaut i f ul
character and physical body (Prov. 5205 Songs). Men are, therefore,
without excuse for their distortion and physical mutilation of gender

binary and diminishment of heterosexual, enanonewoman marriage

(Rom. 1:20, 287).

10" C: The supremacy of his contentefihedtorD had satisfaction, joy, and
contentment in the woloRDdawreeerythimgd cr ¢
t hat he had made, and behol d, it w
seventh day and bless asahnctify it (Gen. 1:31:3). He created a world
and a garden for Adam and Eve with fruit that was pleasant to the sight
and good for food (Gen. 2:9) so that they also would reflect God and be
content in this very good new world (& pro-contentment). Thus, the
LorD showed his eternal power to create a satisfying world for man to
live in and reflected his divine benediction of satisfaction upon it. This
same 10 C law is written on the hearts of all men (Rom. 2154 and
confirmed by mands satisfaction wi
(Acts 14:17), l eaving men without ¢
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or give thanks to himé and failur
works (Rom. 1:21; Acts 14:17).

These, then, are the actions that the righteous €y took in his
created world that Adam was to imitate, a complete set digteChristiirtues
in the new world. They were: a kingship that loves, worships, and blesses the
only Lord; submits to his patterns of time; maintains harmony in relationship
to Eve; cultivates, guards and stewards; subdues and governs; names creatio
according to is purposes; and enjoys the creation, sharing in the&ord
contentment. Adam and Eve needed nothing else fopletensatisfaction,
sharing in the Lor@ assessment that this new world wagry goodidMoral
law is the gift of the Creat@r love&*

From the perspective of the symphonic attributes of God (Chapter 5) as
revealed in Genesis21Eden, the Lo supraactuatingnd supraighteousness
reflections in Adar@formative abiliteesdprelex Christirtues are in harmony
with the creation purposes of Gdsince Adam was fulfilling thiex Christis
the representative pinnacle of creatjtoth the creation and man, himself,
experienced thd.ords covenarglationadttribute of love without enmity or
the need to reconcile.

The Entire Lex Christi Disobeyedby Eating from the Tree

Westminster Larger Catedbfamas the first sin as that of breaking the
commandment not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(WLC 21). However, in defining the misery that the fall brought upon all
mankind, WLC 27 notes that man lost communion with God (which is
related to the first four commandments), substituting service to a new master,
Satan, in the place of God. WCF 28 follows by noting that man justly became
liable to all the punishments of sin in this world, sufferingeipunisnment
(blindness, hardness, delusions, horrors of conscience, and wicked affections)
as well aoutwargunishmenfi a curse upon creation and evils that happen
to our bodies (8 C), reputations (9 C), property (8 C), relationships (%

C), and work (&' C)ii all of which lead to death. The definition of outward

241bid. Collins, 2006, 276.
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misery is linked to the moral law, while the inner misery is linked to
di stortions in manods Ffreationa affecioas. a b i | i

WLC does not define the first sin by its moral law standards. It seems like
a reasonable adaptation of the Westminster Standards to udexi@hristis
a hermeneutical lens to -examine that narrative and ask the following
guestion: How does this test given to Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil represent a full test of covémagthristi
righteousness, not simply an arbitrary test? There is both deductive and
inductive evidence that this one test is a test of obeck to the two great
commands and all the details of all the moral law. Onhyopme shall nobwas
needed: Stay away from unrighteousness. Only later was the Mosaic law
needed to clearly state all tgou shall notéfor all mankind.

Since all the prohibitions of the moral law were summarized in one
command not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, when
Adam and Eve ate from the tree, they disobeyed all Ten Commandments. As
such, they sought knowledgmower rather tha obeying and patiently
waiting to receive Gadl gift of permission to eat from the Tree of Bife.
Similar structures correspond, in that all the duties of the moral law are
summarized in the two great commandments to love God and love neighbor.
In contrast, in Eden, all the prohibitions of the moral law were summarized in
the command not to eat fromhé tree. By eating, Adam broke all the
commandments in Edefihedisbelievadd despised theorD (15 C); pursued
false religion by listening to Satan, allowing him to r€2¥4id)irg&esioned the
integrity of the naménord of theRrD(3 C); used his six days of labor or one
day of rest in disobedience, since this tree was not part of hgagixending
labor or to be enjoyed in his sevetthy rest and was not part of his life
sustaining cultivation or stewardship 4 6", 8" C); accepted disharmony as
Eve left the authoritative protection of Adam and dishonored her head, even
asAdam failed to protect her from thg5&nihteedvas with hebat the time
Gen 3:6);brought death on all the humggracg neglected the isual

251pid., Waltke and Fredricks, 86.

26 Mark Jones, 2016Adam Broke 10 Commandments in the Gaéfienline]
http://www.reformation21.org/blog/2015/03/adamoke-all-ten-commandment.php
[Accessed January 3, 20283lics below are derived from Joi@article.The otherlex Christi
connections are my own.
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attraction to the spous® beauty and sexual pleasure already granted in
marriage, elevating the temporary lust for the forbidden fruit above these
greater pleasures{TC); allowed himself and Eve to steal from a fo(8ft@gn tree
let the serpent redefine their l@iepurpose¥ and neglected faithful witness

to each other about their identity, jobs, and stewardship (9; andcoveted
what God had forbidden, being discc
fruits(Gen 2:9)and moral law wis@bdh C). dVhen the woman saw that the

tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit addGea. 3:%

It is unclear why theLORD would describe eating from the tree as
imparting knowledge of good since they already had maraknowledge of
righteous duties imparted by the L
tree imparted knowledge of and choices to do and experience eyitliti not
previously have. Perhaps by contra
his goodness would be more fully known, through the history of redemption
to its consummation.

Westminster Confession of4Raitnd 19:2 alert readers tdex Christi
themes in the creatiofall narrative. With close attention to the details, the
student of the Standards can notice it uses WCL 20 and citations from the
Genesis -2 text to demonstrate the evidence. We have explored hdéex a
Christimotif can provide a symphonic integrating perspective on those two
systematic theology themes. In summary, Adam and Eve doubted the
supremacy of th&orD and his Word, giving birth to a coveting curiosity
about a godlike power of knowing unrighteousness which produced the fruit
of doing and knowing unrighteousness that brought death (Jas1%)1Zhat
original sin led to generations of mankind conceivimgre corrupt forms of
unrighteousness.

27 Satan tempted them bdspeaking . . . to the prejudice of trutbiting Genesis 3:5 in WLC
145, defining the sins forbidden in the ©.
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Adam® Person Representing Derivative Attributes as a Pattern

Though not using the same vocabulary, tMestminster Standards
clearly showAdam as a mediate represewtaoi reveals thiex Christi attributes
andsymphonic perganspectives. This motif is woven throughout Scripture
as God uses ambassadors to proclaim his message of peaBegl@yds
revealedoythe first Adam, OT prophets, priests, and kings, and the second
Adam as Messiah. Finally, that peace is exemplified, proclaimed, interceded,
and administratedyembodied souls to restolex Christighteousness?

Reformed Christians believe that Gbdylory is revealed through the
means of grace, defined in WLC 154 as the Word, the sacraments, and prayer.
Unfortunately, we tend to appropriate anward,6spiritualized meaning of
how God reveals his glory and changes us by these means of grace. We may
narrowly assumeAs | read and hear the Word, as | take Ltla&DS Supper,
as | pray, théorDchanges méOur preaching during corporate worship may
perpetuate these privatized, spiritualized meanings. Indeed, there is an inner,
personal, spiritual application. However, if we limit our understanding of the
means of grace to a daily thintginute devotional Bile reading and prayer
time and add to thabne hour of corporate worshituring which we receive
the LORD& Supper, we have only grasped abtmir percent ofthe time
expended in a sevatay cycle. Our personal experience of God must also
come through the other ninetyix percent of our week.

As an application of theymphonic perpemspective proposed in Chapter
6, we have been exploring t&¢andardanore carefully for patterns of how
divine, spiritual glory is revealed. Bection Two, we are developing the
significance ofoutward,6physicatsensory, mediate representatives. We see
Gods glory revealed to m&@nsoul in the ordinary experiences of bodilyflife
through representative persons. We develop new potential for seeing how
glory-transformation works when we realize these implicatorWe will

28Heb. 1:R; 2:44; Luke 2:17; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:20; Rom13011Ret. 2:9
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begin to appreciate the subtle words of the hymn writ8olid joys and
lasting treasures, none but Zi@nchildren knowg®

The concept of mediate blessing, favor, and kindness contrasted with
mediate cursing, punishment, or judgment can be observed in WCF 5:2 and
corresponds with ample biblical testimony.

Of Providence WCF 5:2Ithough, in relation to the for&nowledge and
decree of God, the first Cause, all things come to pass immutably, and
infallibly: yet, by the same providence, He ordereth them to fall out,
according to the nature of seconeitbansexessarily, freely,ammtingently

aContingentlydmeans thd.ORD accomplishes his will depending on the
actions of secondary causes, such as noted in the WCF 5:2 proof texts. Adan
in Eden would be consideredi@ontingentcause for the fall. The first proof
text for WCF 5:2 concerns the sinnexsontingentlyd involved in the
crucifixion of Christ:0This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless
merd(Acts 2:23).

Of ProvidencaVCF 5:3God in His ordinary providence maketh use of
means, yet is free to work without, above, and against them at His
pleasure.

One of the WCF 5:3 proof texts fa&od making use of meaiisites Paul
(as a mediate representatjv@" C related duty) protecting the lives of the
soldiers, sailors, and prisoners on the ship that ran aground on Malta (Acts
27:24, 31, 44b).

The following chapters will continue to develop the practical
implications of mediate representation by @fointedleaders (elders, judges,
prophets, priests and kingsghrist, and the saints to each other. This method
of interpretation keeps us grounded in daily, lived experience. We begin to
see reflections of G@dglory in everything and everyone, both for blessings

29 John Newtord dGlorious Things of Thee are Spokéymn, 1779, based on Psaim8and
Isaiah 33:2@1 about the mediate representation of @agory through the unshakable city of
God, Zion.
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and curses. We enjoy all the blesdexl Christieflections and use them as
derivative pleasures that draw us into the enjoyment of God himself (Philem.
1:20). We grieve any contlex Chrisgéxperiences and use them to hope for
the eternal glory that outlasts these light and momentary afflictions (2 Cor.
4:1618).

For further study:

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chr i sti ands Reasonabl e

Seechapters IThe Knowledge of God from Nature;T8e Creation of the
World; 10 Concerning Man, Particularly the Soul; THie Providence of God;
12 The Covenant of Works; 18he Breach of the Covenant of Works; 14
Original and Actual Sin

For Reflection

i. Chapters 5, 6, and this chapter begin to show the consistency of the
symphonic lex Chmsthin three significant doctrines of systematic
theology.The symphoniclex Christivirtues refrain is repeated in the
creation and fall. What are some benefits of noticing this sympHeric
Christperspective?

ii. Explain three of the commandment virtuBsdexemplified in Genesis 1
2 to teach Adam hiex Christuties in Eden

iii. Explain how Adam, in eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, broke three of the commandments.

iv. Explain this statement: The test of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil is not an arbitrary test in addition to the moral law but a test
representing the entirkex Christiovenant of works.

v. In your Bible reading (or the sermons you listen to or preach), have you
overspiritualized the means of grace and overlooked mediate
representatives as the way God reveals his glory?

vi. Explain how Pau$ derivative joy in Philemon can be connected to joy in
God himself (Philem. 1:20)
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RepresentativeOT Mediators
Reveal Symphonic Attributes

Representative Kingship and the Cultural Mandate

Thetriune LORDis king and rules the universe (symphonic persons reveal
symphonic attributes). ThedrDspeaks his blessings on Adam, enabling him
to rule as his representative. In previous chapters, we mbticev God
blessed Adam and Eve and gave thenaultaral mandateGenesis 1:28. Then
in Chapter 11, we noted that the cultural mandate is a summary téxthe
Christiduty of Adam related to the™410 C. The patriarchs use this same
language to bless their representatierChristi-reflecting children with the
power to rule, leading to the office of the Davidic kingshiphis office
culminates in the Messiah, the Anointed One, who is the King of Kings and
LorD of Lords. Elect believers united to Christ reflect ruling glory in
analogical ways, as tHex Christi virtuégect the proper use dbrmative
abilitieand covenamelationahffectionghe OT saints were similarly saved to
reflect the Lor@ glory agtheir virtuedirected their abilitiesand affections
(WCF 7:6; 8:5).

Adam, the first human representative face of God (representative because
he was made in G@&limage), was blessed by God so that he could bless the
rest of humanity and the created world by filling the earth with children and
ruling over its creaturesAfter the fall of Adam, in the development of @God
covenants with the patriarchs, we see thability of man to fulfill the mandate give

1Thus, we can agree with John Frame that "the Great Commission . . . can be understood as
republication of the cultural mandate for the seesichatological age. Unlike the original
cultural mandate, it presupposes the existence of sin and the accomefisiofredemption.

It recognizes that if the world is to be filled with worshipers of God, subduing the earth as
vassal kings, they must first be converted to Christ through the preaching of the gospel. But
when the evangelization of the world is completee result will be that envisaged in the
cultural mandate.The Doctrine of the ChristigRhilfppsburg: P&R, 2008), 310.

2Gen. 1:228
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at creatiorFrrom Adam until Noah, man began multiplying in the land, yet he
failed to subdue the earth for G&dpurposes. Instead, hikoughts and
intentions were continually eviiThus, God determined to blot out all life by

a flood and start over with Noah, his wife, his sons, their wives, and a
representative set of animalsll to be delivered from the flood in the ark he
instructed Noah to build.

After the flood, the cultural mandate is repeatéthd God blessed Noah
and his sons and said to the@®e fruitful and multiply and fill thie(&seth9:1,
7). HoweverGod 6 s puni s mnrhe world, witanl cadl thecurse
factorsfurther limited mar@ ability to fulfill the cultural mandate For
exampleGod gave Noah and his family permission to eat the living creatures
which was not part of Godds creation
fruits and plants> God also put fear and dread of man into all living creatures,
introducing enmity between man and the creatures over which he was
commanded to have dominiéfrurthermore, God made a covenant with man
and all creatures that he would never again destroy the earth by a flood and
marked this covenant with the sign of the rainbow in the clolds.

Not only does Go@ own face turn to bless and curse, but the patriarchs
also represent higovenaielational affectioins blessing or cursing their
children in God@ name. For example, Noah curses his grandson Canaan and
makes him a servant to his brothers for his father Bawoyeurism and
announcement to his brothers about his fataelrunken nakedness. As Noah
said,db]lessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant.
May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shan let
Canaan be his serva{Gen 9:2627).

Abraham had no land, and his wife was barren, so they were seemingly
unable to fulfill the mandate. God nonetheless promised to bless them in the

3Gen. 6:1,5

4Gen. 6:13:24

5Gen. 1:280; 9:23

6Gen. 9:2; WLC 28 "God's curse upon the creatures for our sakes," namely, that the creatures
suffer from God's curse on the land's fruitfulness (Gen.;3ahd)symbolically, by the enmity
between the serpent and the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15)

“Gen. 9:917
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Abrahamic CovenaritHe continued to bless Abraham through the priest
Melchizedek? Abraham and Sarah gave birth to a son in their old age and were
promised that Abraha® offspring would fill the earth to become a great
nation, even a multitude of natioff&nd they would be given land to rule over
and subduélFurther, those who would bless Abraham would be blessed;
those who would dishonor him would be cursed. Through him, all families of
the earth would be blessééEven more, the creation mandate to rule over all
creatures is superseded by a promise that kings would descend from Abraham
to rule over mankind, that his descendants would possess the gate of their
enemies?and that God will be their Go#.To seal this promised covenant
and to guarantee the continued shining of @daessed face, God required all
males to receive the sign of circumcision. God also commanded his children to
fear him and keep the way of therbpin righteousness and justifieor be cut

off from the people under the wrath of Gddursed facéWe also see that
Abraham fulfilled the proleptic anointed role of king as he conquered the
kings that captured Lot and his families and possessitihs,role of priest as

he offered sacrificésand the role of prophet as he interceded for those in
sin®

These promises continue to the other patriarchs. First, before she leaves
her family to marry Isaac, Rebekah is blessed by her family to become
numerous so that her children can possess the gate of their eri@iien
Rebekah conceives, she receives the promise that two divided nations would
come from hdt one son would be stronger than the other, and the older

8Gen. 12:2; 17:4B50 by the blessing of 2a|tB5

9Gen. 14:189

10Gen.17:46, 20; 22:17

11Gen. 12:3, 7; 15:21; 17:4, 8; 24:7

12Gen. 12:3; 22:18

BoPossess t he gat evictoidy overlheirienemies) usinyg censobovena cityn s
gate to represent the conquest of their enemies and representing their enemies' lost ability to
control whom they submit to or choose for trading relationships.

14Gen. 174, 16; 22:17

15Gen. 17:104; 18:19; 22:12187

16Gen. 14

17Gen. 15490

18Sodom & Gomorrah (Gen. 18:28); Abimelech and his household (Gen. 20:7)

19Gen. 24:60
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would serve the youngétisaac is also blessed with the same promise: that
he will be fruitfuP*and prosperou®in the land, such that other nations will
notice him?3Then Rebekah and Jacob conspire to deceive Isaac and receive
the LORD& covenant blessing, apparently because Isaac would not believe the
promise given to Rebekah before the sons were HdrRepresenting the
blessed face of theoRbD, Isaac is tricked into blessing Jacob so Jacob would
receive the earth's prosperity and rule over the nations and his brother. All
who bless Jacob will be blessed, and all who curse him will be ciirsed.

Later, Isaadntentionallplesses Jacob with the same blessings (to make
him fruitful and multiply and to take possession of the latfdhen he sends
him to take a wife from among the daughters of Reb&Katother, Laba#.
God then appears to Jacob in a dream and reiterates the same Abrahamic
blessings to be with him and protect hi#thlacob promises to serve therD
as his God and tithe his wealth to Ghthouse? After twenty years of serving
in Labar® house for two wives and many flocks, he returns to Canaan,
wrestles with the angel whblessésm and changes his name to Israel because
hedstrove with God and men and prevail@#Before his death, Jacob imparts
blessings and curses to his children, especially to the children of his beloved
Joseph, even choosing the younger Ephraim over the older MamAsgEhe
blessed Joseph and sdithe God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac
walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, the
angel who has redeemed me from all bléks the h@yxl in them let my name be
carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grc
multitude in the midst of thé.earfiManassel®] younger brother [Ephraim]
shall be greater than he, and hoés off
(Gen. 48:18.6, 19)This blessing was to become a standard blessing phrase in

20Gen. 25:23
21Gen. 26:3, 22, 24
22Gen. 26:124
23Gen. 26:146, 29
24Gen. 25:23; 272b
25Gen. 27:229
26Gen. 28:31
27Gen. 28:2
28Gen. 29:135
29Gen. 28:2@22
30Gen. 32:280
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Israel: By you Israel will pronounce blessings, sayi@@pd make you as
Ephraim and as Manasséhbhen Jacob represents God as he speaks his
blessings and curses to the other eleven sons, being cursed in relation to theil
sinfulness or blessed in relation to their righteousness in various métiers.
particular,Judah is blessed to rule over his brothers and his enemies and enjo\
wealth of the lalikely due to his selacrifice in protecting Jac@bfavored
children, Joseph and BenjaniiiThere is peacemaking and enmity in the
patriarchal roles that mostly foreshadow the kingship office.

The next major covenant is the Mosaic Covenant, and this period also
reveals how Moses fulfiled the prophetic rolE.h r o u g h Mo s es
anointed prophetrepresentative, he promises to bless his people and consider
them a treasured possession, a holy nation, and a kingdom of friegisy
would only obey his voice and keep his covefd@ifiere, God enlarges on the
cultural mandate and the promise to make Abraham a great nation and bring
rulers or kings from him. Moses reveals @&odbice and will in the Ten
Commandments and various other ceremonial and civil laws, with
circumstantial examples of lalreaking®* Deuteronomy 281 reiterates the
blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. However, the ministry o
Moses also represents the cursed face of God in judgment upon those who
rebel against the authority and word of G®diesignated prophethe ten
plagues upon the Egyptians, the Red Sea drowning of the Egyptian army, and
the judgment of Korah, Dathan, and Abirgtin the prophetic role, Moses
reflectscovenamelational affections

The Davidic Covenant then followsfter David expresses to the prophet
Nathan his desire to build a cedar house for God, Nathan represen®& God
bl essed face to David by a prophec
promises to build Davil house by a lineage of kingship, establish [@Evid
kingdom through his descendants forever, have a faberelationship with
David® descendants (so that disobedience would bring discipline but not
excommunication), give him authority to rule over Israel aratgmtion from

31Gen. 49

32Gen. 49:812; 37:263:8; 44:184
33Exo0d. 20:24; 23:288; 195
34Exod. 20:417; 223

35Exod. 414; Num. 16:285
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his enemies, make Da@ichame great, give Israel peace in the land, and allow
Davids son to build a house of worship to assemble the pébplaus, the
creation mandate and the patriarchal blessings find their penultimate OT
fulfillment in the Davidic covenant, pointing forward to Chi@stultimate
fulfillment.

The blessing of God on man to perform the cultural mandate reflected in
the patriarchal blessings comes to a significant fulfilment under King
Solomon in 1 Kings 4:28ludah and Israel weils many as the sand by the sea
They ate and drank and were happy. 6

Three Anointed Offices®” Represent CovenantRelational Affections

The kings rolewas to have contentment (not greed) and to be an example
to lead the people like a peacemaking shepherd, ruling with wisdom and
justice according to the law of Moses (the Pentateid€fihe OT king in the
theocracy of Israel had the executive and judicial authority of the sword,
representing Go@ name and law, to bless and reward those who obeyed the
lex Christbut to show enmity by judging those who rebelled. He also used the
sword to protect Israel from domestic and foreign enemies milité&tiky.
addition, the king had executive authority to administratex Christi
flourishing by ordering all matters of worship and dictating local economic
and infrastructure improvements.

The OTprophets were called, anointed with the Spirit, and entrusted to
proclaim the will of the_LORD. Revealing his will and disciplining his people
for failing to submit to his will reflects Gd&l covenanteconciliation
affections. Giving the people igeaving them in ignorance and failing to
discipline thenfi would be a way to reflect G& enmity and wratht!
Whatever theLORD commandegdthe prophet (as a mediator of revelation

362 Sam. 7216

370T judges and elders are also anointed leaders, but these roles are subsumed under the other
three.

38Deut. 17:320; 2 Sam. 7&, 1 Kings 3:9, 28

391 Kings 2

401 Kings 310

41Deut. 8:13; Heb. 12:64; Rom. 1132
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between God and his people) must sdyAs Moses saw the heavenly
tabernacle in reality on Mount Sinai andee=ated it in the earthly tabernacle
image, elect believers also built and reformed earthly shadows based on
biblically revealed heavenly realitislust as Moses led Israel from Egyptian
slavery to freedom in the Promised Land, elect believers are on an earthly
pilgrimage to the heaveritygityy enduring suffering and shame to reach the
glory of the New Jerusalem. We encourage each other daily to enter that
promised rest* Jeremiah prophesied judgment on Judafihe prophet
Elijah represented Gd&lcursed face of judgment by ordering the execution of
all the false prophets of Baal, at the same time turning the hearts of Israel back
to God through the fire that fell from heaven on his offefing.

The priestly roleusuallyincludedrepresenting the covenaméconciling
affections of the @RD through theservice in the temple. The priest made
sacrifices to foreshadow Chr&tcoming atonement for sin (WCF 7:5; 8:6),
performing ritual cleansings of themselves atiers, determining witness
truthfulness, encouraging soldiers before battle, and valuing substitute
offerings or land rental pricé$All of Israel was to become a kingdom of
priests.*® However, Phinehas, the priest, represented &aehmity by
spearing through a disobedient Israelite man and a prostitute Moabite woman
in their family tent, perhaps when engaged in sexual immorality, thereby
averting a more severe plague on all the people for idol worship and
immorality. This judgmentakilling served as a kind of atonement for the

42Deut. 18:132; Ezek. 3:11, 122, 24; Num. 11:29; Deut. 34:9

43Heb. 8:5A "shadow" is a biblical theme with an earthly temporary reflection of an eternal
reality. Examples oéternal realities and reformable earthly shadows ase follows:the
bridegroomChrist with his bride.church as a pattern that reforms earthly marrialgph. 5:23

33; the incarnate Son imitates the heavenly Father and reveals him to his friends that they
might also imitate the Fathed¢hn 5:1-20; 15:1F the OT lifesubstitute, blood sacrifices were

a shadow of the r eal ibady, blaod sadtifice for sirts,@rsd thatetbrsat i t
reality of Christds perf ectlextorisGatrificksbpraisey b e d
obeying |l eader s, praying for one (deb.d@:der ,
13:188; see similar pattern for OT ceremonial shadows fulfilled in Christ to bring ukinto
Christbbediencén Col. 2:164:6).

44 Heb. 3:124; 4:2; 10:225

45 Jer. 26:12, 15

46 Deut. 13:5; 18:20Kings 18:340

47Lev. 4:35; 1B4; 27; Num. 5:BB; Deut. 20:2

48Exod. 19:6
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people. God praised Phineligsalousy for Go@l holiness and made a
covenant of peace and perpetual priesthood with him and his desceridlants.

Psalm 37 and Mediate Representation

Psalm 37 provides a case study in mediate representation. God's
symphoniclex Christittributes help us consider derivatilex Christikeness
in renewed man as we read texts like Psalm 37. While the text describes how
passive trust in théeorRDaccomplishes numerous blessings for us, derivative
lex Christlikeness alerts us to explormediate representasisnanother
application of these texts. Note that both things happen simultaneously: (1)
the LoRDcontinues to do these very physidaietttipga his providence over
mandés | ived environment using suffer
or supplying curseeversing blessings, and (2) therD does these things
mediately through created represdiimtiVesd, the ordered creation, angels,
men, Christ, and creatures. He makes man iteli€hrisimage to represent
hislex Christiays of engaging the world.

Evangelical and Reformed churches have properly denied heath
false teaching. Howevethesedenials have damaged our ability to discern
how Scripturds teaching about blessings and curses applies to our relational
material existence, thus shecircuiting our consideration of how promises
of long life in a land might have a physical application today. When we
interpret Psalm 37, we must consider howgtemises of physicautward
experiences of blessing might apply to our Christian lives todayl@Go
immediate and mediatex Chrisblessings call for perseverancdar Christi
duties>°

Take note of the righteous (vs. 12) and the meek man of peace (vss. 11, 37)
with these proofs: the law of God is in his heart (vs. 31), and he commits
himself to ddex Chrisgjood in every situation (vss. 3, 5, 27, 34) while turning

away from evil (vs. lexChiispreseMatoreaf ire Go d
(0there is a future [long life with
49Num. 25:113

50 18t C pro-Lord, delight in God, enjoyment of God¢ € pro-covenant 3 C, pro blessing;
C pro theosynchrony '65C pro-harmony, & C pro-life, 7' C pro-beauty, & C pro-stewardship,
9t C pro-truthfulness, 10 C pro-contentment
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22, 37). The righteous are given justice, helped, saved, and protected in time:
of trouble (vss. 28, 340).

However, also notice that theoRD accomplishes these blessings by
representative righteous persons, most notably King David, the author of this
psalm. The righteous generously lend (vs. 21) and speak justice in court (vs.
30, 33); the children of the righteous becontexaChristilessing to others,
derivatively reflecting Godlex Christtributes (vs. 26). From this deductive
evidence of the righteous as mediate representatives, we can infer that every
promised blessing from tHeoRD comes through his mediate representatives
who bless other righteous ones in Israel. The righteous, meek men of peace ar
given justice, helped, saved, and protected in times of trouble by other
righteous, meek men of peace so they all have a future Vuitty dife in the
land inheritance.

Since the meek will inherit the earth (Ps. 37:11; Matt>%a)allels to the
long life in the land promises should be expanded to any place we live on the
earth as we rule over the whole earth and multiply and fill it (Gen. 1:28). The
land promises of Psalm 37 can apply to every assembly of two or more wher
they are reversing the curses fex Christailure, promoting the blessings of
lex Christbedience, and enforcing the curses by@mptively giving some
up to their lusts and cutting them off frorfellowship. Wherever the
assembled people of God appdx Christilessings to theitbodies, names,
estates, relationships, and employmeénts sociepolitical contexts that
allow the visible church tdead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every wag(1 Tim. 2:2), there will typically be an accompanying reversal of
destruction and chaos caused by dek Christpatterns, together with
blessings of a future and lengthened life in the local geographic space in which
they live.

51This means that this created earth will be renewed by curse removal and cleansing fire, not
destruction of this world and starting over with a new earth.

52See the end of chapter 6 contrasting inward and outward punishments of sin in WLC 28 with
a new Q&A definindex Chrishilessings.
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Using thesymphonic pedagggcspective, we can organize Psalm 37

Wo r K

1. (total lex Chrisblessing) The Lord
gives them the desires of thix
Christrenewed hearts 4 and gives
them delight, trust, patience to
wait 3, 7, 9, 23, 34 and contentme
in his provisions 16

2. (total lex Christeputation) The
Lord causes their good deeds to b
evident before men (like the
noonday sun) 6

The LORDS s

3. (total lex Chrisfirotection) When
they fall [due to chaos or
persecution] 24, The Lord upholds
them 17, establishing their steps 2
31

4. (4, gh, 8h C blessings) The Lord
provides stable food even when
others have famine 19, and he will
not forsake them to poverty 25, 28

5. (5% C blessings) Because the Lord
loves justice 28, he delivers them
from the authority and power of
the wicked 40, and shows them
the downfall of the wicked 34; his
saints will be protected 28

6. (5" C obedience brings 8" C
blessings) The Lord exalts them
with long life to enjoy peace in
their land inheritance 9, 11, 18, 22
27, 28, 29, 34, 37; see Deut. 5:16

7. (9t C blessings) The Lord protects
their reputation; they will not be
humiliated 19 or put to shame in a
court trial 33

Mands Dutii

1. (total lex Chrishlessing) The

righteous give each other the desirg
of theirlex Christenewed hearts,
such as lending generously 26,
truthful witness in court 33,
deliverance from the wicked 40

. (total lex Christeputation) The

righteoustestify to their evident
good deeds among each other (like]
the noonday sun)
bl ameless and be
37 befriend the faithful 3

. (total lex Chrisfirotection) When

they fall [due to chaos or
persecution] 24, they uphold each
other 17, establishing their steps 23
31, such as teaching each other
wisdom and justice 30

4.(4th, 8h, 8" C blessings) Through

each other6s gen
they do not suffer from poverty or
starvation 16, 21, 26

. (5% C blessings) Because David the

king loves justice too, he delivers
them from the authority and power
of the wicked 1, and cuts them off 9
he protects the saints 28

. (5™ C obedience brings"6 8" C

blessings) Rulers exalt their
citizens, parents exalt their
children, preserving long life to
enjoy peace in their land inheritanc
9,11, 18, 22, 27,288,34,37; see
Deut. 5:1®ecause they honor
representatives
suprapedagogical instruction, their
knowl edge of God
aslex Christi3

. (9t C blessings) The righteous

protect each oth
they will not be shamed by poverty
19 or slandered in court trial 33
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The LORDO retribution onthe wicked in the left columis administered

by the mediateetribution of King Davidalsoangelsrulers andcreature$.

ThelorRDO s Wor k Mandés Duti {
1. (BtC retribution) The Lord laughs (5t C retribution) The righteous
at their pride, seftonfidence, and king shall not fear their pride, self
temporary success, knowing their confidence, or temporary success,
judgment is coming 13 nor be envious, angry, or worried,
knowing their judgment is coming
1, 78, 16; see 1 Sam. 23:17; Isa. 3]
38
2. (5, gh 7h 8t ot C retribution) (5th, gh 7th gth gth C retribution) The

The Lord cuts off the lasareakers
from the land 22, 28 and causes
them to pass away like temporary
grass or like smoke 2, 10, 20385
The Lord cuts off their inheritance

king cuts off the lawbreakers from
the land 22, 28 and causes them t(
pass away like temporary grass or
like smoke 2, 10, 20,-36; The king
cuts off their inheritance and their

future name 9, 38

(6th 8t 9th C retribution) Against
those who plot wickedness on the
righteous, against those who steal
21, against those who use threats
violence and actual violence, the
king will mete out the violence they
plotted 15; the king will suddenly
shatter their strengt to do evil
(arms broken) 12, %5, 17, 32, The
king will disgrace their false
accusations 33

their future name 9, 38

3. (6t 8h 9th C retribution) Against 3.
those who plot wickedness on the
righteous, against those who steal
21, against those who use threats
violence and actual violence, the
Lord will mete out the violence
they plotted 15; the Lord will
suddenly shatter their strengtto
do evil (arms broken) 12,-15, 17,
32, The Lord will bring shame on
their false accusations 33

The question may arise: is there a general NT equivalent to cutting off
evildoers from the land today? What prevents any individual Christian from
pursuing holy war (Heb. 11:32) or waging a crusade to take back portions
of the earth and bring it and thpeople dwelling therein under the Lordship
of Christ? These cautions may help. The greatest war is against our own flesh
to live in holiness (Heb. 12:14). Christ told Pilate his kingdom was not of this
world, which is why he told his eleven disciplegyessally Peter, to back off
from fighting to protect Christ (John 1818, 36). However, there are some
general equity principles which apply to the governing authorities of any
nation, their police, courts, and military, for punishing the wicked and
rewarding the good (Rom. 1243. Though not patterned after the OT
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theocratic law, the laws of every country include more or less general equity
knowledge of biblical morality, albeit combined with more or less suppression

of that moral knowledge (Rom. 2:15;-B2B Thus, the punishment of those

t hat a natiinenas |lbawo ndaelfoer s, 6 or the
0good, 6 may not necessarily be accor

Further parall el s can be found [
excommunication from church membership. In parental discipline, under a
nation's laws and social welfare and child protection services, some occasions
require the removal of children from therhe to prevent them from harming
others in their families or to prevent children from being harmed by abusers.
Marriage laws similarly work to prevent abuse and offer various kinds of
restraining orders or prison sentences as a form of cutting off adaéng
husband from harming his wife or, rarely, a wife from harming her husband.

In the next chapter, we shall see that Christ receives the cultural mandate
as second Adam and head of an eatr#lwarding people who must rule
together over a renewed earth and heavens. He now fulfills that mandate by
his lex Christi virtuelirecting his formative abilitiesxd covenaimelational
affectionn this fallen world.

For further study:
WilhelmusaBrakelA Chri sti ands Reasonable S
Appendix: seechapters :IThe Church of the OT;:Zhe Church from
Abraham to the Law;:Eeremonial Laws;:A'he Nature of the Suretyship of
Christ in OT; 5The State of OT Believers

For Reflection

How is the cultural mandate part of thex Christiuties?

How does this mandate develop obéslical history?

Why do you think Genesis 1:28 || ink
and then gives the details of the cultural mandate?

How do OT mediate representativggoclaim,pray for, ancadministrate
blessingsand cursethroughtheir lexChristduties?

Explain some of the phrases of Psa
those parallels withthene di at e representation of
blessing and cursing



CHAPTER 3

Christ Perfectly Represents
Symphonic Attributes

The LORD® Glory Revealedio Christ

In this chapter, the doctrine of the divinity of thekb, the secongerson
of the Trinity, will not be developed. We can touch on the topic here by
affirming that the supremaegttributes of the IorRD God the Father are the
supremacyattributes of the IORD God the Son, the second person of the
Trinity, and they are the supremaegtributes of the IORD God the Holy
Spiriti shared equally asutotheo§od-of-himself, the seléxistent Triune
God!?

The Spirit working through the Word made flesh reveals these supremacy
attributestoChr i st s human nature. As the
prototypically experiences the same pattern of triune glageiving
transformations that elect believers will experience, with the exception of the
transformation from sinfulness to righteoussemstead, Christ was declared
a cursed sinner in his sufferings and death and declared a blessed, righteou
one in his resurrection.

Westminsterds Teaching on Christl

For all Christians, and counselors in particular, to make a more detailed
application for teaching and discipline, they need an expanded set of
descriptions of what the righteousness of Christ means and how and where it
is reflected. With a more explicitefinition of the multifaceted details of
righteousness, we will better understand the comprehensive connections

1Calvin used this Greek termutothed® affirm and protect the biblical teaching about the
divinity of Christ as selexistent God, Goebf-himself,ex se ipsut that the Son derives his
hypostatic identity second person of the Trinity from the generated relations he has with the
Father from before the ages, see Robert Reynfohiw Systematic Theology of the Christian Fait
2ed(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1988Kindle ebook.
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between all that Christ is, what he accomplished, and our justification. This
chapter will develop an extensive set of categories to explain the
righteousness of Christ.

While Christians commonly affirm the New Testament truth that they
should be o0like Christ,dé6 or when it
|l ettered with WWID? (an acronym for
categories of likeness may be limited. Refori@edstians who affirm the
Westminster Standards (WCF, WLC, and WSC) may need help grasping the
scattered ways in which Christ's likeness is developed in those Standards.
While the typical operating definition of the Christian life would be
something like he fruits of the Holy Spirit outlined in Galatians 5:23 (see
WCF 16:5 proof text), the WCF lacks a concise section addressing examples
of positive expressions of life as a Christian. The theological focus of the
Westminster Standards is on the law ansl fulfillment by Christ (WCF 8:4;

Matt. 5:1719), and how his righteousness is then declanaghd formednthe
regenerated Christian. However, how do we define a healthy;Heaaiting
Christian life? We need to recover th&/estminster Larger Catéchkism
development of the multifaceted positiebaracter attributes of the Christian

life, such as the fruits of the Spirit in relation to its exposition of the moral law
(WLC 99-150). Good works meansgex Christiobedi ence t o

commandments (WCF 16:2), which is linked with IcMen t he sect i ¢
Assurance of Grace and Salvationd (\

definition of the Christian [|ife: 0i
thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of

obediene , the proper fruits of this as:

character of those rightfully assured of election. The chapters on the
oCommunion of the Saintso6 (WCF 26)
(WLC 54) speak of the gifts God gives to his sttufor mutual edification.
Moreover, the chapter on the Sacraments (WCF 27:4) speaks of the need for
ordained ministers to administer the sacraments. However, the Westminster
Standards contain no clear summary of the character qualities itemized for
eldes and deacons as the maturity model for the Christian 3lifde
Standardsseendisconnected from our typical Christian life models of

2WCF proof text for 19:2 (note the two greatest commands to love God and neighbor); see also
20:1; 21:3
31 Tim. 3:A43; Tit. 1:9

t
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maturity. Nevertheless, a more careful study of the WLC on the offices of
Christ and the mor al law wil |l hel p
nature and his reflection in the mo#iaw-keeping Christian life.

Christ as Perfect Representative Compared to Others

Hebrews notes that the | aw is wri
d o Go d*de waw maddé like us in all ways except without im.his
human nature, Christ was without sin as our perfect second Adam, as our
second representative of the elect from the human®r@beist received the
Spirit without limit, fulfilling the messianic perfection of these three offites.
He rules over his church, his enemies, and the créeation.

Hebrews exhorts us to direct our faith to Christ as the proper mediator of
salvation. Notice the comparisons |
as eternal high priegtrophetking serving in the heavenly Jerusalem temple
under the new covenant.

Christ is Better thanthe Angels vi ng become as much
the name he has inherited i 8FmDrsit
the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgressic
or disobedience received a just retributibayw shall we escape if we neglect
such a great salvation? It was declared at first bytimD, and it was attested
to us by those who heard . . . But we see him who for a little while was made
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because
of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
eeryoneo6-3(9Heb. 2: 2

Christ is a Better Prophet/Apostle théovbtabeshouse, not just a servant
testifying Nonw tMoes ehso unsaes) : f adi t hf ul
servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken ldtet,Christ is

4Heb. 8:10; 10:9, 16

5Heb. 2:1-48; 4:15

6Rom. 5:121

7Priest (Heb. 7:25); king (Heb. 28quoting Psalm 8:8); prophet (Deut. 18:41B; John 6:14;
Matt. 11:9)

8 Matt. 28:180; 1 Cor. 15:228; Rev.-B; Acts 4:2431; 12:204; John 19:11; Phil-219
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faithful over Godoés house as a son.
our confidence and our b-@).eChristiimma i n
perfected Moses, leading the elect pilgrims on the true exodus. He is a better
shepherd than David, guarding and preserving the chosen sheep until they
reach the heavenly rest.

Christ is a Better Priest/Mediator than Aaron/Méithinatiekhares our
humanity, intercedes, gives helptous)( f or t he | aw made r
but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw
near to GodAnd it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became
priests were made such without an odtht this one was made a priest with
an oath by t he o rnerDkahksworsandvdll ndt change m:
hi s mind, 0You Thismakesalespsrthie guarantorf obar bettere r
covenant 622)°Heb. 7:19

Christ is Better King than Melchifedgled, King of righteousness, King
of peace, Heb. 73}, though the text develops the priestly applications, rather
than kingly ones, in Chapter Seven.

Christ Perfectly Represents Abilities, Virtues, and Affectionsby his
Anointed Offices!!

The anointed offices of Christ as prophet, priest, and king, demonstrate
theLorRDBd er i vati ve attributelorRDOE€Ehbil e8¢
face bypeacemakengd his cursed face leypmity

9 Psalms of Ascent 1:A34; Luke 9:31; Heb-B8;11:186; 12:3; 13:14, 221; Phil. 2:41; John 10;

1 Pet. 2:25

10See also HeR:1418; 3:1; 4:6410; 6:28:4; 12:24

Though it is difficult to trace every specific intellectual debt or dependence that contributed
to my development of John's Gospel themes, | have relied significantly on D.A. CTheson,
Gospel According to Bolan,New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990),
and Meredith Klinemages of the Spafirint (Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 1999). In Kline, see
chapters 2 and 3 on priestly and prophetic models of the image of God for many of the "seed"
ideas below. For further study, see an excellent resource on the work of the Spirit in the human
person and ministry dEhrist. See the reprint of Gerald F. Hawthorfibe Presence and the Power:
The Significance of the Holy Spirit in the Life and Mih{Engeh€hvispf & Stock, 2003).
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Johnos Gospel pntexdextiiad arnections Mo thesa s
anointed rolesof Christ The thesis of Johnds Go
miracles done by the human Jesus to prove that he is the Christ, the anointed
Messialfi meaning humaanointed prophet, priest, and kifdgi and to
prove he is the Son of God, likely meaning both his human kingship and his
divinity. 3

God anointed Christ with the Spirit without limit*to be lamb, priest,
prophet, and king®In the book of John, Christ kéng'®with related offices of
shepherd’and SaviotJohn writes about Christ as@ophewith authority
(demonstrated by signs of blessing and cur$§)nig speak for and represent
al |l the wild of God for Hilehn elatesp | ¢
symbols associated with OT prophets with Christ: the serpent in the
wilderness?the Passover and the Lamb of Gdread from heavefithe

12John 20:31

13Jesus is the unique S@ohn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18). As the Son of God, he is God himself (John 1:3
49; 3:3836; 5:127; 6:40; Isa 9:6 refers to a son who is also mighty God). As human king, he has
authority to judge (John 5:27, 30; 8:16, 26; 12:483s)@T kings were also given this authority

(Ps. 2:8). As human kirgon, Christ is submissive to the Father as obedient Son (John 5:19, 30;
14:1011, 20, 31; 15:10; in prdglen 11:41; 12:28; 17:1, 5, 115pSé&0d 6 s covenant
to David and his chosen kirgpns (2 Sam. 7:14).

14Acts 10:38; John 3:34

15John 1:234

16John1:49; 6:15; 12:13; 18:37; 19:19, 21.

17Jesus is th&ood Sheph@ahn 10:11$hepherd relates to the Davidic kingship and judging
between sheep (2 Sam. 5:2; Ezek. 34:15, 23). Shepherd is also connected with judges, the pr
kingship leaders of Israel (2 Sam. 7:7). Jesus Rateof the shid€p?).

18Jesus is th8avior of the Wddlohn 4:42). Note that the OT savior was a deliverer from enemy
oppression, like the judges and faithful kings (Isa. 19:20; ¥.11

19Deut. 18:182; Exod. 3:18:17; 7:16; Num. 1638 1 Kings 11:38; Jer. 26:12, 15; Isa-H1:1
Zech. 2:811; John 6:19; 7:31; 10:38; 11:42; 14:11; 17:8; 20:21. Jesus executes a sign of judgr
himself (John 2:189; 12:239). Jesus signs areoe of blessing, reversing the curse of the-post
Eden fall (Gen. 3:119); they are also curses against disobedience to law (D&29; John 2:7

11; 5:11; 6:11:0:61:25, 434)

20 John 5:24; 38;:1429;7:40;11:42; 13:20; 17:3, 8, 21, 23, 25. Also, see the wording of the WLC
43 on Christ's office as prophet.

21John3:1415; Num. 21:8

22 John1:36; 6:586; 19:14; Exod. 12

23John6:51; Exod. 16:4
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Holy One of God: the light of the worl?®> andthe resurrection and the lifé.
Some of Christds prophetic teaching
when herebukes the Pharisees as children of their father, the Bdavike

Book of John paints Christ apeaesf as John relates OT symbols associated
with the priesthood with Christ as the Lamb of G&the new tabernacl&,

the new templelthe Holy One of God? and the new viné®As a priest
representi ng ,,Ghhristbckansesithestengle dnd cltenately
destroys the temple of his own body iprapitiating sacrifice?*

Another unique proof of Christ as Messiah is the way in which John
shows the mutual relationship Christ has with the Father and the Spirit,
similar to the relationship that Old Testament kings, prophets, and priests
had with the LoRD: glorifying, 3 listening,%¢ indwelling, 37 testifying, 38

24 John6:69; Isaiah uses tioly One of Isfaediuently; holiness was a patrticular trait noted of

Moses the prophet (Acts 3:21).

25J0hn8:12; like the pillar of fire and cloud that led Israel invifiderness

26 John11:25; See OT where Elijah raises the dead (1 King®4);7@4dd saves his king from
death by prophetic guidance (1 Sam. 22:5) ar
questions (1 Sam. 22:23:12; Ps. 72:13); Moses intercedes to save thefpmopte Egyptians

(Num. 1416).

27John 8:226, 37, 44, 59

28 John11:552

29See note 154

30 John1:14; Exod. 360

31John2:19; see 2 Chron. 7

32John6:69; Isaiah uses titoly One of Isfaeuently; Holiness was @articular duty of the

priests, with immediate consequences for neglect (Lev. 16:32; 21:7; Heb. 7:26)

33John15:1; Isa. 571 there are striking parallels with the almond vine budding on Aaron's
priestly rod in Num. 17.

34John2:1321

35Johnl7:%5; 16:14. See 2 Sam. 7:9; Ps. 86:12 in relation to King David.

36John 11:41; 12:28, 34, 47; 3:32; 5:24, 28, 30, 37; 16:13; 14:24; Kings must listen to God's Worc
through the prophets (Deut. 18:15); 1 Sam. 15:1, 22; 1 Kings 11:38; God listens to the prayers of
the anointed king (1 Kings 8:2D).

37in yodohn 14:10, 20; 10:38; 4Z32hcludesnutual ewvorkingohn 4:34; 5:420; 9:3; 16:85

%John 5:37; 8:16, 18, 26,; 12:26, 28; 15:26; I
judgments he will pour out on Israel when they disobey (Deut.-28)1%amuel requires the

people to take oaths of testimony about truthfulness beforé Gdsam. 126).
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inhabiting (with you), 3° honoring,4° loving, 4* knowing, 4? delighting,
praising?®and possessintj.

Christ Perfectly Represents L e x C h /Spirgusl /Rélational-
Material Blessings

Anot her way to describe Christods
in, and fulfills the duties of the moral law (WCF 8), and he hates and resists
sins against the moral law. That law is best described by WLC591 called
the law of Christ, otex ChristP Christ Jesus, in his perfected humanity, obeys
the | awbds heart requirements ORDVWBI C
derivative attributes. These derivative attributes are a larger category of
character traits that include the fruits of the Holy Spifit, love for
righteousness and hatred for wickedneSsthe attributes of the love
chapter?®the character of those who make their calling and election“8ure,
and the qualifications of elders and deac®@hrist fulfilled that law>'even
as the Beatitudes al so * epresent ClI

39John 15:9; 16:27. See God with David (2 Sam. 7:9).

40 John 5:23; 8:49; 12:26; 7:18; 4:44; 12:2. The Lord will honor his obedient people who honor hii
(Deut. 26:19; 1 Sam. 2:30). God honors Solomon for his prayer for wisdom (1 Kings 3:13). Kir
David observes that God gives honor to men, and by implicatiooy ih@ him by making him

king (1 Chron. 29:12).

41John 13:35; 5:20; 10:17; 17:24. See David and Solomon about mutual love (2 Sam. 7:15; 12
Kings 3:3).

42 John 10:15; 8:55; 17:3, 25. Moses was known by God (Exod. 33:17; Deut. 34:10; Num. 12:8)
43John 6:27; 5:41; 11:41. God is pleaseiMuestis (Exod. 33:17). God delights in his people and
will prosper those who delight in him and his Word (Deut. 30® Ps. 13t 37:4; Isa. 58:14).

King David praises the Lord (Ps. 7:17). God will bring praise to those who obey him.

44 John 16:145. God gives the king an inheritance of the nations (Ps. 28116:1

45 Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21

46 Gal. 5:2223

47Heb. 1:9

481 Cor. 13:8

492 Pet. 1:31

501 Tim. 3:12; Tit. 1:8

51Matt. 5:1718, 22, 280, 3948; 6:3, 6, 15, 18;24) 2425, 3334; 7:1

52Matt. 5:39
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In broad summary terms, we could say that Christ seeks and saves the lost
in compassionate, merciful friendship with neighid8is the specifics of each
of the 4"-10" C to represent the*139 C and call them back to reconciliation
with the true God. While seeking and saving the lost was part of his ministry,
his calling was primarily focused exemplifyiagseeking and saving ministry
to the eleven for their apostolic ministries to become his authoritative
representatives (John 14; Matt. 28:180). So it should be with the visible
church today to entrust our representative ministry to other faithful
representatives (2 Tim. 2:2).

B-39 C: In the power of the Spirit, Christ obeys the greatest
Commandment by glorifyingf,loving® delighting in, rejoicing in, praising,
and honoring the Fathefi and the Father reciprocates. Christ hallows the
Father in prayeP® He never uses created things as worship representations or
substitutes for the true God. He delivers from demonic oppression. Christ
brings 24 C typological worship to perfection imew covenant wo(klep. 8:5
13; 9:224; 10:14).

4th C:59 Christ observes the Sabbath rest by worshiping in tloRbd s
presence with his peopf8He obeys thd™ Commandment cycle of one day
rest and six days of work in the created world (his teaching and ministry are
his work after his baptism with the Spirit), and thedkD provides material
resources through that work by his miracles and the generous gifts of éthers.
Christ brings4™" C sabbatto perfection(Heb. 4:811).

53Luke 15:B2; 19:10

54John 17:1, 5; 16:14

55John 3:35; 5:20; 14:31

56 Matt. 12:18; 17:5; Luke 3:22; 10:21; John 6:27; Ps. 22:8; Isa. 61:P&; Wt.®: 234 on 1st
commandment; HC 94

57John 8:49; 5:23

58 John 11:442; 17:26, Luke 10:21

59John 14:10; 16:32; 3L3ke 3:22; John 5:17; 10:38

60Mark 1:21

61 uke 8:3
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5 C: As a submissive Son, Christ also became incarnate in the virgin Mary
by the power of the Almight§2 Christ listens to the FathéiChrist prays to
the Father as evidence of submission to his will, and the Father hears and
answers those prayet$With much patience and commegrace love, Christ
serves and endures vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, even submitting
without fear to their injustice against hiff.Christ commits his Spirit into the
Fat her &<hrit accamplishes salvation for those adopted children
chosen by the Father, reconciling them to God in peace and grace and giving
them his Spiritt” He continues to show his kind help, grace, and patience,
mediating priestly gentleness and mercy to bring them into his eternal
kingdom 88 He rebukes failed leadership and properly exegetes Scripture.
Christ perfects thé&™" C assembly of the rightg@iging them hearts to submit
to their mediate representatives in the presence of innumerable angels and the
souls of faithtestifying saints (Heb. 6:12; 12:123213:7, 17).

Because he received the Spirit without limit to be Messiah, he was
anointed prophefpriest-king with surpassing gift§? Christ leads a greater
Exodus than Moses, |l eading his peo
death’®In this way, he uses all his gifts, skills, and powers to bless, keep, and
shine his face upon his elect ienew their spirits daily, but he never uses
power for his selfish benefit Christ uses his knowledge of Scripture to
answerSatan during his temptation in the desétChrist is the wisdom of
God in whom all treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden. He teaches
his disciples the truth as a proph:

62 _uke 1:36B5

63John 11:442; 16:13

64 Matt. 6:9-10; 26:392; John 11:4W; Heb. 7:25; 1 Pet. 3:12

65Rom. 9:22; John 6:26; 13:2, 19181, 227; Matt. 23:388; 5:4348; John 18:¥1; 19:410;
Heb. 2:138; 12:4; Ps. 23:4; 1 Pet. 3:6

661 Pet. 2:23; 4:19; Luke 23:46

67 uke 19:10; John 160257 17:4, 12; 18:9; 19:30; Rom. 5:1; 9:283;13oh% 15:26; Acts 1:8; 1
Thess. 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:189

682 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:16; 7:25; 13:20; 1 Tim. 1:18

69 John 3:34; 10:38; Acts 10:38

0L uke 9:31

71John 18:8; Heb. 2:145; Rev. 3:21; 25Cor. 4:16; Eph. 123, John 10:11;2%. Eph. 4:16;
Col. 1:13; 2:15; Num. 6254 Matt. 4:110; Luke 23:37

72Matt. 4:210
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rightly applies the Scriptures in all contexts yet publicly hides their meaning
until after the Spirit is sent®To his disciples and the crowds, Christ blesses
them with all the things they need ftwodyand soulHe turns the hearts of
fathers to their children and children to their fathéfs.

4t gh, 8", 1@ C: Christ is in theosynchrony with thedRDd s bi bl i c
revealed views and uses of time and particular actions required at certain
times. In the fullness of time, Christ came to be incarnate, and so was born
into time, born of a woman, and born under the law to redeem those who were
under the law’® Christ understands that his place in history is to fulfill
previouslygiven Scripture, and he knows what he must do to glorify the
Father in light of his promised resurrection to glétZhrist fulfills the 4"
Commandment’God' s perspective shapes Chr
history and of world history® Christ waited patiently until the appointed
time for his last entry into Jerusalem and his crucifixitemd he now waits
patiently for his Second Comiri§Christ shepherds and disciplines his elect
according to their situations in tim&He uses his time wiseRf.Chr i st 0 s
human body entered into eternal lifé Christ fulfills the sixday work
commandoy responsible work, ruling over, tending, and keeping the created
world.84 Specifically, he displays his power over the wind and wutes,
beasts of the field (donke{jand the fish in the Sea of Galiféen name a few
exampl es. He was raised from the de:
hand® Since thenhe has continued to be fruitful by bearing spiritual children

731 Cor. 1:30; Col. 2:3; Matt. 12:42; Luke 20:21; Maifl713t41
74Mal. 4:6; Luke 1:17; Matt. 20:28; Isa. 9:6

5Gal. 4:45

76 uke 4:181; John 1331 17:5; Heb. 12:2; Rev 1:5, 887
""Mark 2:233:6

78John 8:24, 28, 58; Luke 132;1Matt. 20116

79John 7:68; Matt. 20:189

80 Matt. 24:36; Rev. 6:11

81Acts 17:26; Gen. 48:15; Ps. 23; Jer. 31:10; Ezek. 34:15; Mic. 5:4 4di3:2Q17
82pg, 9017

83John 12:50; 1 Cor. 1549 Rev. 1:5, 818

84Ps, 8:83; Heb. 2:8

85 uke 8:24

86Matt. 21:27

87Matt. 17:27; John 2475

88 Acts 2:33
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through the Spirit and giving regenerating spiritual birth to adopted children
of promise® Christ continues his providential rule as the second Adam,
through the blessed service of the anéf&dsibduing the earth, nourishing and
providing for all living things, and holding all things in the universe togéther
(including his own resurrected physical bod3AChrist perfects theg" C
provision of the true tabernacle, temple, city, mountain, nati@telantkindgdom
11:16; 12:224, 28).Christ will finally raise the bodies of his elect to the glory
of the children of God, and he will set the entire creation free from bondage to
decayi when death, mourning, crying, and pain will pass a¥ay.

Christ experienced the@rDG S provi si on for hi s
family and outside sourTaaughhesaveed a
everything, Christ was content with essentials like food and clotRite
enjoyed many physical gifts of God and stewarded the offerings received
during his ministry and the places he borrowé#le showed mercy, kindness,
generosity, and impartiality by providing for the physical bodies of men
(reversing pain and other effects of the curse of death on thélaodythe
curseonthegroutda gai nst the produce of man
diseases, disabilities, and disfiguratiGhby hospitably feeding the hungtf,
and by casting out demons (also enmity to Satéifthe LORD and his elect

896M-7h C; Acts 2:389; Rom. 9:8; Gal. 4:28; Heb. 2:13

P Heb. 1:14

91Gen. 1:2@8; Ps. 8:6; Heb. 285 Acts 14:17; 17:25; Matt. ®25Eph. 1:23; 1 Cor. 15852
Cor. 9:811; Col. 1:17

92| uke 24:3%43

9 Rev. 21:1, 4; Acts 3Ram. 8:21; Isa. 19:6

94 Acts 17:25; Matt. 2:11

95 Ps, 50:103; Matt 8:20; 1 Tim 6:8

9% | uke 5:30; 7:34, John 18;Matt. 26:1-20. Christ submitted to the ceremonial law to fulfill
all righteousness, so he did not eat ceremonially unclean foods. However, later believers would
be free from these laws to enjoy all foods. He also did noy.nS&e 1 Tim. 453 Col. 2:123.
97Gen. 2:17; 3:16

%Gen. 3:149

99 Matt. 4:23; 9:35; John 9; Acts 10:38

100John 6:514

103Mark 1:39
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from every nation ¥ Heis paparingsptades fori n h e
reward%and judgment®

9t C: Christ upholds all things by his powerful WotéfChrist is honest,
truthful, faithful, selfcontrolled, promisekeeping, and seffisciplined in
relation to his elect, whom the Father has decreed to '$&ie. is faithful
until death.1°” He gives us unchangeable righteousness at the final
resurrectiont©®

Christ Perfectly Represents L e x C h /Spirgusl /Rélational-
Material Curses

Conversely, Christ hates sin perfe
hat ed wi €MKedsigneees and @ngered by $iiChrist exposes error
and rejects it*'Christ shows his enmity towards the greed of the scribes and
Pharisees and the tradition of the elders which allows them to pledge to God
to avoid giving to and honoring parents in né&ghrist gives some of the
spiritually and morally blind up to sin and reprobatidfiie gives them up to
chronochaos, chaotic views, and uses of time. They reject his ordered
patterns for time, invent their interpretation of the past, and waste time in
laziness. Some will live a short life due to their rebellion against authority. He
leaves the rich young ruler in his siHéChrist knows that Judas will betray
him1%At the right time, Heseparatésr om Sat ands si nf ul t e

102Num. 18:20; Deut. 10:9; Ps. 2:8; Col. 3:24

103Matt. 20:23; 22:4; 25:34; John 13t:Rom. 9:223; 1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Cor. 5:1, 5; Heb. 11:16; Rev.
21:2

104Matt. 25:41

105Heh. 1:3

106pg, 2:612; 2 Cor. 1:20; John 129735; Heb. 2:17; 3:2; Mark 3:5; 9:29; 2 Thess. 3:3; Rev. 1:5;
3:14; 19:11; e.g., He fulfills all the "l am ____ " statements in John's Gospel (e.g., "l am the ... truth,
John 14:6).

1072 Tim. 2:313; Heb. 122

108John 6:3910; 1 John 32

109Heb. 1:9

110Mark 3:5

11Matt. 23:139; 15:20; Matt. 5:296:34

112\vark 7:913; Matt. 23:25

113Vjatt. 15:14

11Mark 10:1:23

115John 6:64, 71; 13:2, 319181, 27
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the unbelieving crowds, wicked | ea:
up to their sins a%GChristliees ronedtsist dneselfe p t
to them'He will pass these people by and leave them in their sins until final
judgment, giving them up to distorted logic, will, reason, emotions, language,
philosophies, ideas, writings, traditions, and cultut&gallen angels are still
under Christds aut Hhrist tagts catrdemons iard |
leads the final battle when Satan is defeat&€@ihe risen Christ also hinders
his enemiesd plans to per s*ogalsae or
sent with the power to perform the
worl d by Christads Cc 0 mma ndisastdrs, and e
plagues)?2Christ is faithful to judge all who disobey, both those who deny
him and liars who break their vow$When he returns, he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and the hills shall mid&all will face eternal
death?5Hell will display all the powers of thedrD turned to curse his
enemies.

Christ Perfectly Represents the CovenanRelational Affections

Below are a few selected examples of Christ's human emotions, which
were developed in Chapter 5 a&svenamelational affectiortde reflects
covenameconciliation affectishenever Scripture describes his love, joy, and
praise. He reflectsovena@nmity affectiomsenever Scripture describes his
sinless hate, grief, sorrow, and anger. These emotions can be explained a
derived fromthe bRDO s s u pattributes.c y

118Vatt. 4:110; Matt. 15:14; 16:23; Luke 13:34; Johf®@:60:26; 13:18, 27
1170hn 2:24

11Rom. 1:282; 9:22

11%R0om. 16:20, JokP1

120Rev. 120

121Acts 4:2437; 5:340; 28:3681; Ps. 18 Luke 19:44; 21:6; Acts 12:23
122Rev. 8:9:21; 16112

123Rev. 20:125; 21:8; Exod. 20:7; Eccle;3\hh. 1:15; Ps. 15:4; Mal- 2710
124|sa. 11:4; Nah. 1.5

1252 Thess. 3:68; Deut. 4:26; 8:17; 30:18; Rom41Btatt. 25:41; Jude 1.7
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Christ experienced all the emotions of humari#§hut he was without
sin*?’Christ expressed love, joy, praise, and delight WleenChristi virtues
were reflected by Godds wotinaasrof der i
ri ghteousness. For example, we notic
revealing symphonic attributes in bo
hour he rejoiced in the Holy&mpird s ai d, 061 oRrRbaf helvery o u,
and earth, thayou have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and r
them to little childreny es, Fat her, for such was vy
Christ rejoiced over one lost sheep who repented, meaning, that was found
and brought back?®

When reflections of thdex Christi virtuegere diminished, obscured,
scorned, or resisted, Christ expressed compassion for the sick, hungry,
marginalized, and misled. His compassion often moved him to heal the sick
and disabled, feed the poor, cast out demons, raise the dead, and teach the lost
sheept*®When men displayed unrighteousness in disobedience to the moral
law, he showed hatred of sin and wickedn&4de expressed anger and grief
at the persecution of himself and his peéffend sorrow and weeping about
his cross, the hardness of hearts, and the coming judgment and physical
death’**He al so di splayed zeal against 1
houset3*

The Westminster perspectives developed in Section One help us
understand theseovenamelational virtues/ealed by Christ.

1%65ee B. B. War field, 0The TenBarsomoand WorkLof €hest o f
(Philadelphia: P&R, 1950), 9845 and Octavius WinslowlThe Sympathy of Chrégirint
(Harrisonburg: Sprinkle, 1998).

127THeb. 2:1-18; 4:186

128John 15:101

129 yke 15:57

130Mark 8:19, 6:34; 1:4082

13Rev. 2:6; Heb. 1:9

12Mark 3:16,i mpl i ed in Christdés confAcsAibati on with
133Matt. 26:3738; Luke 19:444; John 11:35 The Phariseeslamnationwasfor rejecting the

Lord (hisdivinity) Christ (hismediatoship, anointed as prophet, priest,kingghd t he apos't
interpretation of the®'C ( 0 J e s WRom.i18:9)24 @ (nelw covenant worship through

Christ, John 14:6)1nd 8' C (G o dbamismalnameasFather, Son and SpiriMatt. 28:19.

134John 2:147
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Symphonic attributes perspective on lex Christi-DRL

Supremely Glorious Triune Lord reveals his glory fo, on, in and by his creatures

Figure 7 (repeatedBymphoridtributesPerspective
The LORD® Curseson Christ

The di vi rcevendi@nmity atttibyt@sse poured oubnChr i st €
humanity during his propitiation at the cross on behalf of the elect because he
was declared a substitute fax Chrissinners.

The LoRrD declared the cursen Christ to make propitiation and
forgiveness of sins for his elect
by becoming a curse for us . o]
is love, not that we have loved God but that he lovemhdssent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sinemityl .
aspects related to thiex Christhat Christ experienced for the sake of elect
believers when he was on the cross. Nevertheless, careful attentifeNew
Testament will show that while divine justice was satisfied when Christ was
offered up as a substitute, divine love delivered him up for elect befi&vers.
The symphonic Triune persons poured out their coveramhity attributes
on Christ as a sHbearing representative. The spirituadlationatmaterial
punishments ofex Chrisfell upon him as representative.

135Rom. 3:2526; 5:8; 8:32
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r-39C:Because Christ was declared a s
hatred of sin and the consequences of the curse fell oA*hiime Father
turned his cursed face to Christ. On the cross, Christ experienced the absence
oftheLorRDO S reconciliation attributes anc
me?6 (Matt. 27:46).

4 C: At the appointed time, Christ was cut off fraime land of the living,
bearing the curse for the chrombaos of his people and making a final
sacrifice with application to eternit}3’

5 C:In his Passion, he was unfriended by the Father, treated as ignorant,
unknown, uncircumcised, an alien and a stranger to the covenants of
promise.t3® Christ submitted to earthly authority that declared him a
blasphemer and to heavenly authority that declared him a sinner in our
place!®® Christ submitted himself as the powerless lamb to earthly powérs.

6" C: Christ's earthly life experienced physical deprivation, and he
suffered horrible tortures inhis Pa

7" C: Christ had no beauty that we should desire Afth.

9" C: Christ's reputation was despised angjected, bearing the charges
of hypocrite, liar, and blasphemiét.

Jesus Christ, in his human nature, bore ttwvenamelational enmity
attributes of the Trinity for elect sinners at the cross, with some similarities
to the punishments of sin in this life described in WLC 28.

136|sa. 53:6; 1 Pet. 3:18; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13

137sa. 53:8; Rom. 5:6; Gal. 4:4; 1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 10:12

138\att. 27:46; Eph. 2:12; Matt. 7:23; 1 John 3:1

139Matt. 26:65; Mark 14:64; John 10:33; 14 1Ba. 538 2 Cor. 5:21
140|sa. 53:8; 1 Pet. 2:28; 4:19; John 18:8; 19:11

141Matt. 8:20; John 19:28

142]sa. 53:2

143|sa. 53:3, 9; Matt. 27:40,-43; John 18:20; 19:7
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The LORD® Blessingsn Christ

The structure of this book highlights the WCF 2:2 teaching on how God
reveals his gloryo, upon,,iandbyhis creatures, especially men and angels.
Through the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, we can see
Godds glory perfectly represented
supremacy attributes of the Trinity are imparted in theirmplete derivative
sense to the humanity of Jesus Christ, as he received the Holy Spirit without
measuré**The resurrection is the climax of how that glory was declasah
or onChrist, proving he possessed the perfection of the derivative attributes
and fulfilled the law because it was written on his heart. Christ Jesus was
justified, adopted, and sanctified through his resurrection from the dead.
0Justificat i oficationa dnd mlorification as sapplied ttd
believers are derived from the significance of the resurrection for Christ. . .
Justification, adoption, sanctification, and glorification as applied to Christ
are not separate distinct acts. Rather, each dessrdifferent . . . aspects of
the one ad f being r ai s*0dGrferaadm itnhdee edle a dw.e
mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flasltified by the Spagien
by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up

in gloryd (1 Tim. 3:16) . Christ we
declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by
his resurrection fromm he dead, Jesus Chri st our
sanctified by his resurrection. oW
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the
death he died, he died®oi n, once for all, but t|
(Rom.6910) . Chri st was glorified by h
the i mage of the man of dust, we sh

(1 Cor. 15:49).

The di vi ncevendmeconciiiatiog attsibutesre poured outon
Christds humanity by raising Chris
This resurrection is Christds just

144J0hn 3:34
145S5ee Richard B. Gaffin, Resurrecti on and Redem@€edon:
(Phillipsburg: P&R, 1987), 1-127.
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The resurrection proved that he ultimately displayed the derivaiviéties,
virtues and affectionm his humanity}*¢He is the perfected humanity, the
Second Adam, now fulfilling the c¢commi
his seated authority at the Fatheraos

Chri st odos -aslisswrsrtecftiicoan i on i s Il i nke
justification by faith in the resurrection?*” Chr i st s -askis ur r e
sanctification is I i nkedhbyfaith ingHee c t l

resurrection*® 6 L o o k  Chuist, due eidest dnediatofHeb. 12:2).

In the next chapter, weonsider how the apostleepresent Christ's
prophetic, priestly, and kingly office§he apostles establish the perpetual
office ofelderswho, learninga presbyterian systefnom theScriptures and
guarding againsthe weaknesses identified in church histpaye called to
maintain healthyrepresentativelenominatiors.

For Further Study

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chri sti ands Reasonabl e S
See hapters 16The Covenant of Grace; The Necessity of Satisfaction by
the Surety; 1®ivinity, Incarnation & Union of Two Natures in the Person of
Our Lord Jesus Christ; 1Brophetic Office; 2MHigh Priestly Office; 2Kingly
Office; 22T he St ate of Christds Humiliati c
for the Sins of the Elect;ZBh e St ate of Christés Exa

For Reflection

Share examples of Chr ilexClirisblegsiegs f e c t
and curses. In what ways are these blessings and curses a combination of
spirituakelationamaterial ?

Share some themes from how Johnos
three offices of Christ as perfect representatives ofdmolLContrast this

with OT anointedrepresentative¢chapter 12)

Compare the meaning of the cutsearing of Christ with the
punishments of sin in this life as described in WLC 28. What are the
similarities and differencés

1461 Tim. 3:16; Rom.-4;310:910; 8:113
147Rom. 4:2425; 10:9.0
148Rom. 6 & 8; Col. 3117



CHAPTER 2

The Visible Church
Represents Symphonic Attributes

Representative Persons with Gifts Reveal Symphonic Attributes

Christ reflects theFathei® glorytous by his actions in his three main
offices or roles as prophet, priest, and KiBy. his credited righteousness,
these offices are declared formedn, and reflectedyelect believers.

Believers look to Christ as thgerfect image of the Father through the
representative witnesses of the apostles like Paul, John, and® Bgténeir
written Word, theseapostolic witnesses brinthe true churchmembergo
perfection, foapart from [these apostolic withessasdthe OT saint$they
should not be made perfégHeb. 11:40; 2:3).

The apostles provided the new covenant foundation for the church with
unique prophetiauthority and extraordinary spiritual gifts accompanied by
miraculous signs that reversékChristicurses’ As eyewitnesses of the risen
Christ, the apostles were equipped to proclaim the grace of the new coyenant

1In summary, John's Gospel and Hebrews both define the three roles of theaSpinted
Messiah as fulfilling and superseding those OT spinibinted prophets, priests, and kings
because Christ received the Spirit without limit (John 3:34; see Cha§)teFlie Westminster
Confession 8:& ("Of Christ the Mediator") uses a larger category called Choffiseasa
mediatoand links this meteoffice vocabulary to the three specifificesf Christ as prophet,
priest, and king. OT judges and elders were also given a particular-8piiited office
However, the three offices developed in this chapter are the simple summaries most commonly
used in the NT and usually used in systematic theology.

2Col. 1:1%eb. 12:1;:23;2:14, 1213; 10:235; 13:7; 17; Eph. 2:20

3 Miracles show the coming reversal of the curses of sin in the world (WLC 28) and the
restoration ofex Chrishlessings (see Chapter 15 for a new catechism). Miracles should not be
defined scientifically as supernatural compared to the ordinary natural phenomenon of the
world but as various commandmerdlated foretastes of the comitex Chriskilessings. When

seen this way, many forms of representatives brindgmxgChristiJoy to the World" are
considered part of the coming kingdom and, in that sense, miraculous.
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write the New Testament Scripturegind appoint eldersThey were given
specialkinglyauthority to decide disputes in the early churchs well as
specialpriestlygifts to appoint thenew covenantdeacon$ Thus, the New
Testament apostlésninistries and their New Testament writings embody
aspects of all three offices.

In the same way, the various leadership rolgsasfors, teachers, elders,
and deacorixould be broadly grouped under the same three offiCésist
blesses his people by providing governments, prophets, apostles, pastors,
teachers, evangelists, elders, and deacons to rule over them. Church
government is perhaps most effectively administered using a clearly defined
constitution (similar to the Presbyt@n form of church governmerftfhese
officersr epr esent the ki ngdo marqueaatlyosty ( Ma t
to administer thecovenamelationalaffectionto their members Those in
authority must lead the church by proclaiming the written Word to properly
reflectthoseaffectiortsy peacemaking and enmit§.

Ordained | eadersd actions in the o
represented by the verbs proclaim, intercede, and administrate, respectively.
Leaders fulfill these roles as attribute replicators who are united to Christ, the
anointed MessiahtReflected by themeans that by the direction of the Word
and in the power of the Spirit, they reflect the qualities and actions of Christ

4 Acts 15; Matt. 16:18; 28:28; Eph. 2:20; Tit. 2% Exod. 18:126; Num. 1139

5Acts 6, 8, a1, 15, 20

6 Acts 6:17; 1 Tim. 3:83

7Some Reformed church constitutions define deacons as -emamed, mercgervice role

open to men or women, and thus not considered ruling the spiritual matters of the church. The
PCA views deacons as having a measure of teaching and counseling yaa®@richurch
matters and thus ordains only men to the office of deacon using training similar to ruling elders,
followed by examination on th@/estminster Standandistaking formal vows of office. Their
women are appointed, neordained, diaconal assistants who do not join the same qualifying
procedures for appointment. In either situation, the general practice is that women patrticipate
in deacon's meetings and halexisionmaking input. The advantage of the PCA method is that
morechurch leaders are trained, examined, and take vows of agreement to uphold the
Westminster Standatds, numerous functions of deacons involve biblical counseling related to
health and medicine, family decisiomaking, and financial stewardship, such that
understanding Reformed faith and life is required.

8Rom. 12:8; 1 Cor. 12; Eph. 46

91 Tim 3:12; Tit. 1:9; Acts 20:2435.

101 Cor. 14:338; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim-B37t@eut. 1341 2 Thess. 2:91
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by these three offices. They also deealeproduce thenaturity qualifications

of these offices andimpart correspondinggifts (sometimes by prayer and
formal laying on handsiito the lives of others over whom they have influence,
according to their roles and authority. They will consequently repretbhent
Lord®& covenameconciliation affectibgsloving, rejoicing with, mercifully
forgiving, and disciplining those who are visible participants in the new
covenantt'Elders represent the Lo&covenam@nmity affecticas the local
church® court of authority when, after determining clear evidence of
unrepentant sin and the offend&refusal to submit to gentle admonitions,
they condemn those who claim to be Christians and separate from them,
someti mes with separationds ¥Ymost e

1IWLC 99 defines rules to be observed for the right understanding of the Ten Commandments.
People irplacesf authority have a representative duty to influence the hearts and behavior of
those under their authority. Counselors encourage counselees to obey the Ten Commandments
and resist their defiance. According to WLC,Jift what is forbidden or commanded to
ourselves, we are bourakcording to our pJdoemndeavor that it may be avoided or performed

by othersaccording to the duty of their Pheatés what is commanded to others, we are bound,
according to our places and, ¢altiegselpful to thenand to take heed of partaking with others

i n what i s forbi-f8)dHebnl13.7 1% Acts2088/L C 99 : 7
12Excommunicatiera technical term related to church discipline, used when a church member
fails to repent of blatant disobedience to the Ten Commandments, and after following Matthew
18:18.8 (usually ovesix months to a year), is finally determined by the elders of the church to
be counted as a nedhristian. His/her name is removed from the membership list.
Excommuni cation i s o0 n ecoveaagnmiteaffectidnysudgnzeetand t h
separation from sin and from unrepentant sinners who claim to be Christians (1 Cor. 5; Rev.
2:4). Itis a spiritual authority with relationaimaterial implications 2 Thess. 3:68; 1 Tim. 5:11

13) Allegations of abuse by a church leader should be reported to and investigated by abuse
aware presbyters to prevent abusive pastors from manipulating abused members into silence
by their fake repentance and the misuse of Matt. 18:15 (as if the privdtgioasimrbade

further investigation), or the misuse of Matt. 18:17 against those who report abuse to
excommunicate the abused person as a troublemaker. Abusive leaders usually have multiple
victims who have been similarly silenced. Thus, skilled presbyteed to conduct a historical
investigation into the pastor's entire ministry to assess the extent of the abuse. See
https://www.pcaac.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/06/23041C-on-DomesticAbuse

Updated.pdf
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Weakness and Health in Visible Representative Assemblies

Studying the broad scope of the international expansidh@Reformed
churches from the 1500s to the modern age,'Hentes numerous forms of
weakness and health as revealed by his assessment of representative
assemblies.

The weaknesses of historic assemblies included some of the following
topics:

1. Persecutiochurch persecution by the national or local government.

2. Denominational hegemoonurred whenever one denomination forced

its doctrines and practices on other smaller, less influential
denominations, creating obstacles to biblical faithfulness.

3. Patronage The payment of ministersd s
collected taxes usually created a conflict of interest between the
freedom of the church to choose its mature ministers and the
ministersd willingnes$ to critiaqu

4. EstablishmentarianiSupport from the state created opportunities for
growth in institutional properties such as church buildings, colleges,
and seminaries. This state support created secular encroachment
from government interests, and the legal requirements accompanying
state funding usually diluted the purity of the Reformed witness.

5. Micromanagement of overseas missional musgmahiesn developed
when healthy denominations in the sending country tried to control
too many decisions in the development of an overseas denomination
attempting to plant churches, seminaries, or administrate their local
ordination of ministers. Sl naval channels of communication
exacerbated the issue.

6. Purification by independent sepaR#formed ministers with a
congregationalist polity idealized a form of isolated purity in starting
independent churches in reaction to perceived liberalizing corruption
associated with a mainline denor
churches seldom had aonstitution or any publicly affirmed

13D. G. HartCalvinism: A Histfrale University Press 2013hese are my extrapolations from
various periods and geographic regions highlighted in Hart's historical survey.

14This is a recurring danger with any statentrolled church, like the Thre8elf Patriotic
Movement (TSPMYrotestant church in China.
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Reformed doctrinal statement. These independent Reformed
churches ruled by the authority of all their members voting in
meetings, or independent Reformed chupthnting pastors making

all decisions for the church, usually could not sustain second
generaton Reformed doctrinal commitments since few were
theologically competent enough to examine or require the Reformed
doctrinal subscription of their next elected ministers. Independent
churches were usually feeble in developing missions and sharing
disciplinary wisdom with other churches. They generally lacked the
necessary skill or authority to discipline errant ministers or members.
Conflicts resulted in the scattering of the local church members.
Unholy jealousies, pride in selile, and rivalries splinted groups
and stunted the potential for forming denominational unity and
cooperation among individual Reformed churches.

Instances of health of historic assemblies have included the following

topics:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Freedom of religivattional laws that endorse and protect freedom of
religion.

Economic prospe@gneral socieconomic stability or prosperity lifts

all Christians to more significant financial potential for supporting
church growth and founding schools, seminaries, and institutions of
national and international influence.

Voluntaryism The churchds support throec
confessional integrity among her ministers, keeping them only
accountabl e to their l ocal , r
understanding of orthodoxy.

Threeself principiégom the beginning of the missionary efforts in any
new region or country, the local churches and Christians in those
churches use seffropagating, selfjoverning, and seHupporting
principles.

International collaboratigimistians in any country have access to the
best theology and practices of the international Reformed churches,
and some representatives can freely establish relations to mutually
learn from each other.
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6. Freedom of religious affili@haoistians are free to leave any church and
to voluntarily associate with likeninded Christians who hold similar
biblical principles, sometimes forsaking their membership in historic
buildings and publicly recognized institutions of status when those
institutions drift away from Reformed doctrines.

7. Local language priadigsionary church planting in a local language
is joined with some form of translation of doctrinal standards,
hymnals, and leadership training materials which are used in local
ministerial or seminary training and ordination of new ministers.

8. Freedom of competitive, architectural Qretstizces can establish
property-based institutions with public status.

9. Freedom of media a@tessians can publicly publish all sorts of
Christian viewpoints in all forms of media, especially influential forms
of devotional biography or autobiography.

10. Freedom of educa@dmistians are free to educate all ages with
publicly recognized degree status granted to graduates.

11. Freedom of cooperatiOhristians are free to form national
denominations with presbyteries, churches, and seminaries and to
ordain their ministers and teaching faculty with required
subscription to the Reformed doctrinal standards.

12. Constitutional formulation and adHerestogeries have constitutions
and books of church order prescribing the election of their officers
and the practice of church discipline. Presbyteries enforce discipline
of those ministers, church elders, or seminary faculty who err.

13. Courage to reform her@siesm of errant Reformed denominations
can come from within or via external parachurch organizations and
| eaders influencing a <critical m
ministers (such as itinerant revival preachers, a jdiemominational
Reformed sminary, or mission board) or by starting another
denomination.

Symphonic Pedagogical Perspective on Church Health

I n addition to the summary descript
research above, we should use the broageiphonic pedagggcspective to
define the marks of the true church. Otherwise, we may be guilty ef self
deceptive hearing and nominal professions of faith without speaking and
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acting in obedience to the kingdom law of libettpr of sinful partiality
towards our Reformed denominations based on faulty or incomplete
standards:®Reformed churches may presume they deserve seats of honor (Jas
2:3) based on conformity to the three marks of pure churches noted in WCF
25:4. These marks require visible churctoeteach and embrace the doctrine

of the gospel, administer the sacraments, and practice pure public worship.
However, some may misread the Westminster Standards, isolating one part
from the others, supposing that these narrowly interpreted three signs are the
primary marks of a healthy church. This simplistic view failsrézeive and
adopt the Westminster Standards as containing the system of doctrine taught
in the Scripture® Since we preach Christentered sermons from a
grammaticalredemptivehistorical perspective, fence the table and speak of
the real presence of Christ, and sing the Psalter in worship, some may suppost
this qualifies wus for the honored
Westminster divines would likely take issue with anyoneaelevates these
three marks into singular doctrinal prominence. The WLC conceptualizes the
marks of true churches usintpe symphonic pedagop&abective as its
defining characteristic. Rightly knowing God and what he has done (WLC 1
90) while knowing the wholdex Christiluty of man (WLC 91196), she
preaches th&/ord and administers theacramentgure worshipand prayer
asapplications of the 2 and 3 Commandment$’However, Westminster
proclaimsall Ten Commandments as the duty of man, not just two of them.
The mark of churches thateach the doctrine of the gospel is that they expect
that the sufficient grace of the Mediator will send his Spirit, effectually
uniting us to Christ (WLC 190) for the performance of all maméx Christi
duties (WLC 91148). These themes pervatiathful preaching,proper
administration of thesacramentspure worshipandgentlechurch discipline
(WCF 30).

James would concur that the authentic marks of the visible church are an
assemblyds perseverance in teachi ng
true church to speak and act according to the law of liberty (Jas. 2:12), which
i s (odre, then fpeaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good

15Jas. 1:247; 2:1220
18Jas. 2:1, 9; 3:17
1"WLC 108, 112; 1496
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fruits, i mparti al Jamesdontsastna leoi-libeity ( J a s
l'ifestyle with o0deadd -deeeivedhonly(héaairs . 2:
but not doing, lacking visible works of love for God and man (Jas24)22

The saints practice the inwardutward law-of-liberty works toward God

and man. Moreover, they repent for all disconformity to this law of liberty and
receive God's forgiving mercy (Jas.-406 5:1346). They restore wandering
sinners, churches, and denominations to this trelegion as itemized below

(Jas. 5:190).

Bt C active faith (Jas. 2:1, 5; 228 in the true character of God and his
works: jealous (Jas. 45); lawgiver, judge, savior (Jas. 4:12); generous
giver of implanted wisdom to the humble petitioner (Jas. 4:618,17
21; 3:17; 1:5); sovereign ruler our plans (Jas. 4:15); compassionate
and merciful rewarder of our perseverance (Jas. 5:11; 1:12). The saints
persevere in the law of liberty in every circumstance of God's
providence (Jas. 143 12; 5:11).

2nd C worship through our gloriousoRD Jesus Christ (Jas. 2:1).

39 C quick to receive, hear, and study the law of liberty (Jas. 1:20, 25);
praise of Godo&és name (Jas. -oR: 19;
liberty fulfilments (Jas. 4:2; 5:P0); no doubleminded prayers for
sinful things motivated by bitter jealougnd selfish ambition (Jas.

1:78; 3:1416; 4:3); no foolish oaths, but representingthedd s n a me
with integrity by oufC ofyaistoh fanld L
Day practice (o0your assembly, 6 Ja

5 C wise and meek use of church authority to build each other up and
bring back those who wander from the truth (Jas. 1:1; 3:1, 14))5:14

6" C show mercy to the poor, orphans, and widows (Jas. 1:2716);14
pray for healing of the sick (Jas. 518}, practice the meekness of
wisdom (Jas. 3:418), and no fighting or quarreling (Jas:-3).1

7" C honor and care for widows in their affliction (Jas. 1:27); not
adulterers stained by worldliness but drawing near in submissive
intimacy with Christ our jealous husband (Jas.-8;41:27).
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8" C honoring laborer contracts; not fraudulently suing the socially
powerless (Jas. 58; 2:67).

9"C speak truth (Jas. 5:12); honol
orich faithdé and joyf uf 1.2 6,r1lB)eve
control their tongues, not grumbling or speaking evil against each
other (Jas. 1:26; 3tB; 4:11; 5:9); aspeak truthful contracts with
laborers (Jas. 5:4).

10" C contentedly submissive to the Lord's will for our prosperity or
poverty (Jas. 4:15), not coveting, envious, or filled with selfish
ambition (Jas. 1:14; 4:2; 3:14, 16).

West mi nst er 0 sGovernsmentoohtheYisibie Chufcle

While there was substantial agreement within the Westminster
Assembly on the doctrines of the Reformed faith andeth€hrislife required
as man's duty to God, there were significant differences in what these
representatives held as the form of church government taught by Scripture.
Some affirmed the hierarchical, Episcopal form using bishops as in the Church
of England; someeld to a congregationathdependent form; others held that
the civil rulers should exercise some form of control over the bhdrce
Presbyterian system was codified in ieectory for Church Governnoergh
not adopted formally by the representatives from England or Scotland at that
timel®

In the Directory for Church GoverriheeAssemblymen noted th&thrist
gaveall the officersnecessary to edifhis churchand perfect his saints. This
preservation and protection of the church isfaGpreharmonguty applied
to its Christ-gifted teaching and ruling elders (Eph.-44@; 1 Tim. 5:17).

WLC 124: By father and mother, in the fifth commandment, are meant,
not only natural parents, but all superiors in age and gifts; and especially

Bwayne R. SpaaBrief History of the Westminster Ad898k{ccessed February 5, 2024),
https://www.christianstudylibrary.org/article/briethistory-westminsterassembly
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such as, by Godds ordinance, are o0
family, church, or commonwealth

Below, WLC 45 furtherenriches the meaning of thi§ & ordinance of
God as giving the church governing o
Every aspect of Christds kingship h
church elders.

WLC 45: Christ executes the office of a king, in calling out of the
world a people to himself, and giving them officers, laws, and censures, by
which he visibly governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect,
rewarding their obedience, and correwithem for their sins, preserving
and supporting them under all their temptations and sufferings,
restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and powerfully ordering all
things for his own glory, and their good; and also in taking vengeance on
the restwho know not God, and obey not ti@spel.

Furthermore, expanding on their kingship office, WLC 63 identifies the
special care, government, protection, and preservation of God over the visible
church which must be administered by her gosiastifying elders.

WLC 63: The visible church has t
special care and government; of being protected and preserved in all ages,
not withstanding the opposition of all enemies; and of enjoying the
communion of saints, the ordinary means ofa#dw, and offers of grace
by Christ to all the members of it in the ministry of gjespel, testifying,
that whosoever believes in him shall be saved, and excluding none that
will come unto him.

WLC 63 is a striking statement in light of the gross pastoral neglect of the
visible church caused by the Roman Catholic Church for many centuries prior
and conflicts with the Church of England and the power of her bishops which
were attempting to requir¢he use of th&ook of Common Prayeérituals.
These Standards spoke against both. As a witness to their confidence in God's
protection and preservation during the precarious civil war and religious
turmoil in the United Kingdom, the Westminster Assemlgathered faithful
and learned ministers capable of composingMestminst®tandards and two
church-reforming applicationsA Directory fahe Public Worship of @i
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Directory fo€hurch Government and Ordination of Viwestererk over ten
years (16452), especially in examining and ordaining ministers, would lay a
foundation for the health of the visible church into the next millennium. These
documents defined the content and process for her ministerial examination
and appointmenta s medi at e representative
government . 6 The Assemblyds work gr
and her daughter Presbyterian congregations. From thére work of
Scottish and Irish missionary pastors impacted churches worldwide for the
next 300 years.

As part of theWe st mi n st e rvisignsfa ¢then protectiors and
preservation of the visible church, the Spirit would effectually use the
oordinary means of salvation, 6 esp
her members and preached by her ordained ministers within the framework
oftheWestminster StandardéVLC 1551 6 0) . The Scriptur
and use of the sacraments and prayer (WLG1B&) were to be upheld by
ordained ministers in the visible church. These are the three ordinary means
whereby Chist communicates the benefits of his mediation (WLC-1538).

The Triune symphonic perspritect and preserve the visible church by
ordained earthly ministers diligeni
t hei r ¢ oHenourrentlp servihg mature elders perpetually pass their
duties on to the next generation by God's ordinance of ordination so that the
church never lacks shepherds to rule over Christ's church locally, regionally,
and nationally.

Visible Church Health Depends on Presbyterian Connectivity

Although it may seem irrelevant at first to consider an early American
mi ssionaryds insights, readerslaysho
parallels with independent church polity among most East Asian Chinese
churches. With the expansion of Irish miens by Rev. Francis Makemie,
who emigrated to Maryland in 1683, the Reformed doctrinal standards and the
Presbyterian church government system took root when, under his leadership,
the first presbytery was started in Philadelphia in 1706. Makemie obistaiere
intentional i solationism and the ¢
Maryland and Virginia. These regional settlers preferred to develop their
farms in scattered, undeveloped locations. This preference greatly hindered
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ministers from pastoring members and training parents to instruct their
children. It hindered economic productivity and access to reasonably priced
buy-sell markets, left the settlers unprotected from attacks and robberies, and
limited their access to spiadized tradesmert? In a related critigue of a
Quaker minister, Makemie opposed a simdaiining singularitydof isolated

and unaccountable church leaders who failed to define any of their doctrinal
positions as a denomination corporately and who claimed their teaching came
from the inspiration of the Spirit. Makemie held that ministers must represent
the patternof sound words that had been given by the apostles (2 Tim. 1:13).
In submission to the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland, he practiced
this by holding himself accountable to his ordination vows as represented in
the biblical truhs condensed in th&Vestminster Standard$® Makemie
realized the implications of all th&Vestminster Assembly published
documents in the coloniemsisting that accountability and Presbyterian
connectivity were essential to the health of the visible church. He observed
the American colonial practice of members not being in close corporate
fellowship with the visible church and that this isolation sdabilized the
visible church, causing its members to remain immathikelren (Eph. 4:14).

In modernday China, government persecution of the church is partly to
blame for isolating churches into smaller, less detectable house churches.
Worldwide pandemic conditions from 2021 to 2023 prohibited most in
person forms of communion. Missionary madebf congregational
independence add to the problem. However, perhaps the most significant
problem is that East Asian filial piety combined with the misuse of biblical
texts on authority and submission have morphed into abusive patterns of
authoritarian patoral leadership requiring absolute submissiorhese
factors conspire to isolate China's Christians from local churches and local
churches from regional presbyteries and national assem®hé&sn desires to
frighten, scatter, and weaken the righteous while emboldening, uniting, and
strengthening the wicked. However, we must resist him together, firm in the
faith, so that the brRD may use each of us to mutually restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish the visible church (1 Pet1®)8

BAndrew M. Mc Gi nni s, OA ORuining Singularit.y
I s ol at JowrnaliosMarkets and Mot8ligy(2016) 38351.
20 |bid.
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Unified Representatives in a National Denomination

Noting the sickness and health of historically visible assemblies above, we
observe thathe Reformed faith and life cannot become or remain healthy as
a scattered collection of individuahurchesin disarray Male dders sharing
West minsterds vision for t heovenait s i
reconciliation affectiand formative abilitiés restore the 8 C preharmony
virtue to local, regional, and national assemblies.

Core summaumited with a denominationpcalmale elderslisciple their
members byexemplifying, proclaining, intercedng, and administrahg a
constitution and a confessiamhile affirming virtues and removing vices.

What is a Christian denomindtitsigbe local churches combine resources,
knowledge, wisdom, and judgment at regional and national levels to
exemplify, proclaim (through evangelism, assembled worship, discipleship,
and leadership development), intercede (through prayer meetings and
comorate prayer), and administrate biblical truth (through constitutions,
confessions, ordination, church planting, membership, and church discipline).

The Duties of the Healthy Visible &taextblies exercise the benefits they
have received in the covenant of grace by exemplifying, proclaiming,
interceding, and administrating the variolex ChrislDRL perspectives (A
and B use theymphonic pedagagicature).

A. Who is God, and what has hé&ytopb8niex Christperspective):
teaching and ruling elders, deacons, educators, worship leaders,
creation stewards, and parents exercise the benefits of the covenant
of grace using its methods (Word, sacraments, and prayer) to uphold
the vision of the visible church (a cditistion and a confession of
faith) while shepherding its immature members to do the same.

1. The Westminster Confession of Faith and [Cated@ianision for
the glory of the Triun&ORDrevealedous,onus,inus, andoyus,
originating with his decrees about angels and men, executed in
creation and providence by a covenant of works to the first Adam,
who failed. The second Adam, our mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ,
fulfilled that covenant of works by bearing the cursetfa sins
of the elect, being raised to everlasting glory to apply his
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mediatorial benefits: preserving the witness of the visible church
and redeeming the elect by a covenant of grace that unites them
to himself in a communion of grace, with the promise of
communion in glory.
B. What i s (syvnphdrsc cammangn?ents and symphonic moralit
perspectives).

1. Reassure the virligsemblies of mature exemplars (teaching and
ruling elders, deacons, educators, worship leaders, creation
stewards, and parents) exercise the benefits of the covenant of
grace using its methods (Word, sacraments, and prayer) to affirm
the lex Christrirtues using covenanteconciliation affections of
love, goodness, rejoicing, and rewarding while shepherding its
immature members to do the same.

2. Remove the vioesture exemplars (teaching and ruling elders,
deacons, educators, worship leaders, creation stewards, and
parents) exercise the benefits of the covenant of grace using its
methods (Word, sacraments, and prayer) to removddake€hristi
vices using covenaeconciliation affections of grace, mercy,
patience, forgiveness, sebintrol, and discipline while
shepherding its immature members to do the same.

3. The Book of Church Bptevides an application of thé"&, pro
harmony virtue, to a Preshyterian administrative structure for
individual local churches (qualifications fanaleleadership and
membership, oversight, and discipline) and their relationship to
the regional presbyteries (ordination, church planting, regional
church oversight) and national denomination (national church
oversight and discipline).

Pro-harmony Virtue in Family, Church, and Commonwealth
WLC 124 elaborates on the 5th C to include, beyond natural parents and

children, oal |l superiorsuch age bwnd
ordinance, are over us in place of authority, whethefamily, church, or

21 https://lwww.pcaac.org/bcolbut adaptable to differences in international and national
circumstances until the formation of mature Presbyterian order.
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c o mmo n Whatnight be thée relationship between those three spheres of
authority: family, church, and commofwealth

Kuy p kectdies on Calvimpsoposed a principle of sphere sovereignty
for various areas of human society. However, sphere sovereignty theorists
should consider the mutual influences of the spheres on one aneamatily,
church, and commonveghltines synergistically influence each other. Below,
consider six guiding principles for how this famijurch-commonwealth
spheresynergy might be described and exercised in practice. These are
adapted from the above principles of Preshyterian churchergmen
developed by the Westminster Assemblytlie Directory of Church Government
taught in the 8 C pro-harmony virtues (WLC 12233), and lessonbserved
fromHar t 6 s Reformedehurclohfstory

1.Each sphere should develop constitutions, laws, and guidelines that
members' enumerated duties and rights and provide remédiaxifuhifilsre
7:35 and Exodus 218l give a rudimentary foundation for concluding that
everylex Christiuty to another confers a corresponding right to receive that
duty. No superior may deprive any inferior of a conferred right by unilateral
authority but must have the consent of both parties related to any deprivation
of rights. Scripture is filleadvith similar examples: resouremifficient adult
children and destitute elderly parents (1 Tim. 5:4, 8, 16); teaching elders and
church members (1 Tim. 5:17; Gal. 6:6; 1 Cor. 9:14); landowners and tt
laborers or the gleaning poor (Lev. 19:10; 23:22; Ra#; Jas. 5:4); and kings
and citizens (1 Sam. 10:25; Deut. 2b#&erent specialized skills are needed
at every level of representative rule, but all regexeChristiisdom.Families,
churches, social organizations, schools, and governmentswvssdg written,
lex Christapplied documents that are honored by members and leaders alike.

2. Each sphere is responsible to God for lex Christi health in all o
representatives, with a direct providential appointment from God to represen
health within its own sfimesesovereignty is implied in the various covenant
bonds of affiliation, the symbols of authority, and the blessings they confer:
for the family and their natural or adopted children: the rod, shared honors,
resources, and inheritance (Eph.-#)1 for the church and her visible
members: the keys of the kingdom, offices, membership, and sacraments
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(Matt. 16:180); and for the state and its citizens: the sword, currency, and
citizenship (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13tB Superiors, equals, or inferiors within
each sphere have duties to promd¢x Christhealth (WCF 99:78). A
Christian husband, wife, and children have duties to proneteChriskiealth
mutually. In the case of the church, her members should nominate, and her
elders should examine and ordain those wek Christiiealth to be her
leaderg?In the case of churches, presbyteries, and national assemblies, each
has duties to promotéex Christiealth at the other levels. Various levels of
mediate representatives should reflect therDs lex Christi attributes.
Those leaders should be bound by an oath to exercise authority under a
defined constitutional system that guards the federalist system with the
accountability of the leaders to the members within levels of authority in the
variows sphere$3When thelex Christiirtues are maintained within levels of

a sphere, or within the total sphere, that health should prevent interference or
intervention by other spheres. God will judge every sphere and its
representatives under the entilex Chris{Rev. 21:80nly the sphere of the
visible church isunderthedRD0 s sovereign protectior
exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administrtte entire Word of God, revealing
God and his works, and man's lex ChiikttiesW/eC 63; #-10" C). This
visible church includes all her swssemblies of two or more Christians
gat hered in his name, O0enjoying the
families, businesses, political associations, schools, and denominations.
We st mi nst emrabharmonious commonvealth enjoins government
protection for Christian freedom of the individual conscience in matters of

22Acts 6:16; 13:B1 Tim. 3:1;4:14; Tit. 2%The f emi ni ne pronoun oOherod
describe the church since she i s-33nRev.498Bhor i ca
21:2).

23|n the Reformed churches, ordination vows require adherence to the constitutional system

and voluntary disclosure of any significant change in views that would limit that adherence.
Church members take vows to submit to their leaders. Government officitie USA take

oaths to uphold the defined duties of their office. USA citizens pledge allegiance to the flag, the
indivisible unity of the nation under God, and the constitutional rights conferred on all ("liberty

and justice for all"). Married coupldsave pledged faithfulness to each other using vows.
Parents take vows to raise their children in the faith during the baptism of infants.
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biblical interpretation and Christian practicé& and enforceable laws to
protect and promote a neighbtwve public morality (4-9" C; WCF 23:1).

3. Each sphere defines lex Christi virtues and chooses its leaders accol
standarddMeritocratic federalism (electing those deemed qualified) is a
reasonable application of biblical teaching on church government that applies

to the commonwealth. Each spherebd
nominate and choose those wise leaders who begtesentlex Christi
integrity. First, ensuring their

concurrent testing by other mature leaders (Acts%:3 Tim. 3:1B; 5:22),
these new leaders can be elected confidently to entrust degiséking
authority to them. Similarly, a healthy Christian family originates from the
mut ual onominatingo6 attr ac méerimohtee o f
other, based olex Chrissit andar ds of heal t h, and
of wise Christian parents, |l eading
the marriage. In contrast, a commonwealth of pure democracy as a separate
sphere is not correchr biecadi sreeedsO C
candl e wi c-4) that myst recaeivéex @heistestoration in families

and churches to enable them to vote for those rulers who best reptezent
Christivirtues (Isa. 42:21; Matt. 12:1%1). Neither is communismorrect,

since it denies #ex Christineritocracy as a qualification for leaderdhip
precisely, thdove of neighbor @ 6 9" C)ii as the standard for those in
position to govern their citizens. Further, communism claims absolute
supremacy over all other spheres an
exercises of their Gedivenlex Christauthority to choose their leaders or

24WCF 20:24; 23:3. While the Apostle Paul had a positive experience of Roman citizenship
protections and its court system, he did not expect Roman rulers who called themselves "Lord"
to administrate Christian worship in the name of the Lord Jesus Chrigt¢form all slavery
practices or sexual ethics. He only commands rulers to reward those who bring social good and
punish those who bring social evil while peacefully allowing the Christians freedom to reform
personal beliefs arldx Chriséthics (Rom. 13:8; 1 Tim 2:2). WCF 23:4 especially rebukes the
overreach of lItaly's Roman Catholic popes discrediting-@atholic rulers outside their
jurisdiction. The seed principles of the original WCF 23:3 were amended and harmonized in
light of thevarious Christian denominations affiliated with various regional colonies in the
USA, together with the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, commending government neutrality
not to establish any one religion or Christian denomination. More broadly, tkisded
tolerance of all religions and beliefs that were not injurious to the Constitution or Bill of Rights.
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exercise their intrasphere and crossphere influences, both nationally and
internationally.

4. Exercise of lex Christi authority by superiors in any of the three spheres o
church, or commonwealth begins with the place of originaitiupisdrioof
decisionmaking power on matters affecting smaller groups being designated
to the wisdom of the husband or parents, the local elders, or local
commonwealth (Deut. 1:88). These lowest levels of superiors should have
the best levels ofoglly wisdom to handle lessomplicated problems. They
should consult with other godly superiors more complicated matters and
defer to higher levels of sphere superiors in unresolvable matterdower
levels within a sphere can petition, complain, or send motions to higher
authorities, and the higher levels can influence and intervene in lower levels
of abuse.

5. Every sphere accepts andutwatkeisiteractions from other places of lex Christi
health, both ingphere and csEwereCrosssphere influence should give
deference to the sphere that best reflectsléxeChristiirtues. No sudevels
within a sphere, or no one separate sphere, should have absolute sphere
sovereignty, disputing Kuyperods cl ai
and not t o each odutharitgnot spheke sovereignty]y.. o f ¢
requires a conception limf mavalitand public interastficient to both permit
and limit occasional and exceptional intervention by the states within the
di fferent s ph?leeGhristlisbrdeaaorcérmng the gublié
morality virtues and laws related td"@™" C in any of the three spheres of
family, church, or commonwealth requires intervention of the superiors,
equals, or inferiors within the sphere. Lacking health in its sphere, other
spheres adhering ttex Christvirtues may use their roles and powers to
influence or correct the disorder. Furthermore, individual Christians generally
function in all three spheres simultaneously, as members of a family, a church,
and a country, so crosphere influence is a naturphrt of each person's
interconnected relabnships. Each sphere has representainfliencever
every other sphere and may be able to (eventually) change the weakened
spheres that distoriex Christiirtues, using exemplary behavior and prophetic

%David H. Mcl Il roy OSubsidiarity and Sphere S
Shape and Sc o pleurnalfofthe Ghurelr andiie008, 763.
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proclamation to persuade others to affirm thex Christiruth (petition,
complaint, appeal to the higher level), intercession, and administratitax of
ChristflourishingKuy per 6s assignment of the
to all spheres: o0(1) the recogniti
of the [other] spheres and (3) resolution of conflict between the [other]
s p h e?f Ferexample, Deuteronomy 212l8requires the agreement of both
parents and intervention of the community elders to administer the death
penalty to a rebellious child, not the mere sovereign authority of one parent.
Recentlya group of church leaders authored and signed a statement affirming
the sacredness of th# nd T C for the health of civil society and its children.
They sent thapetitiorio the government, encouraging them to formulate and
uphold such laws’ Similarly, a signed petition from social science and
economics scholars urged politicians to formulate and uphold laws that
protect and maintain onenan-onewoman marriages as the most significant
factor in political, social, economic and psychologicalltheof adults and
their children?®

6.Each sphere permits freedom of association or disg9sdoratical.has
a voluntary association with any sphere of which he/she holds representative
membership, with the freedom to refuse aett Christioercion, withdraw,
| eave, or start another wunit withi:
us to peaced6 means that various f o
peace cannot be maintain&dAll intra-sphere and crossphere influencers
should exercise great patience to work within existing associations to remedy
lex Chrisfailure. Individuals in families should have freedom of voluntary
association with various levels of economic independence and freedom to
withdraw, leave, or start their own family. A spouse may separate or divorce
if there is no remedy for restoribgx Christiealth. Children (or competent
interveners) can petition parents to remedy poor or wrong decisions or misuse
of authority, petition the church or the state for intervention in cases of danger

26 |bid., 754.

27Sot he 0 Manhat t lattps:/Bvevanarghattanddclaratidn.org/

28 The Witherspoon Institute, Marriage and the Public Good: Ten Principles
https://www.bigskyworldview.org/content/docs/links/MarriageandThePublicGoodTenPrinci
ples.pdf

291 Cor. 7:15; RofiR:18; Acts 15:36; 1 Sam. 191D
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or abuse, or leave to the shelter of another place of safety visitie church,
assemblies of believers should have a voluntary association with various levels
of representative freedom to withdraw from or start another association or
denomination (WCF 20 on the liberty of conscience). Patience working
within Presbyterian systems dafiscipline and ordination is requiredlhe
Directory for Church Governmans against immediate schism and false
idealization of purity by isolation from corrupt indivighls, churches, and
denominationsLex Chrishiealth in other denominations should be used for
crossdenominational influence through institutional, educational,
publishing, and parachurch associations. Concerningcdbtmmonwealth,
governments should maintain the general equityof " C3°neighborlove

law by laws and regulations, permitting the wimin of peace in society and
unhinder ed fr ee dtharwefmaylead ahpeacefuhand quidt e s ,
life, godly and dignified in every way (1 Ti m. 2:2). Gov .
commend Christians who exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and adminisérate
Christwvirtues that contribute to the maintenance of social order and human
flourishing. Freedom of association means that citizens should gladly give
governments fair taxes to support their authority to punish evildoers (proven
evidence of outward sins againstet love of neighbort™9™ C, but with
punishments appropri@ to the sins; Rom. 1&)L Citizens should have a
voluntary association with various |
the freedom to change their elected officials, freedom to move and submit to
the local, regional (county or state) governmempisewhere within the
country, or freedom to leave their country to another national government
that is willing to accept them. Citizens commonly leave their home country

for protection from physical, social, or religious harm (refugee status) or for a
meiitorious study or work visa (to take up residency to work or study in other
countries), with options to apply for permanent residency or emigration to
citizenship.

These six principles will have different emphases in different countries
depending on how health in family, church, and commonwealth might
influence spheres of weakne¥ghat if all three spheres are weak, as they are
in China? Where should reformation begin? We should start with our
smallest spheres of influence, individual families and local churches, where

30] list the 41 C here as the social, cultural, or legal provision of a seventh day of rest from labor.
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leaders pursue Westminster's vision fex Christiealth. From these small
beginnings, parents can homeschool children, and families can disciple other
families. Local churches can host biblical counseling seminars and classes or
marriage and parenting while defining their church doctrines and government
When groups of families and groups of local churches pursue and realize
Christihealth, their testimonymight expand to form and maintairegional

and national churchassemblies She may be able tmfluence the
commonwealth. China's house churches have also sought healing for her
family and church weaknesseby accessing overseas models and
representatives of family and church health via translated resources as well as
pastorteachers.

In this chapter, we have considered how the symphonic perspectives can
enrich thedoctrine of the visible churcand her functioning in institutional
assembliesin the following chaptemwe will explore howall visible church
members, as SpirdnointedChristians who are prophets, priests and kings,
should bringlex Chrisjoy to thespiritual, relational and materiavorld.

For Further Study

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chri sti ands Reasonabl e

Seechapters: 24 Concerning the Church; 25 The Duty to Join and Remain
with Her; 26 The Communion of Believers with Christ and with Each Other;
27 The Government of thehurch, and Particularly the Commissioning of
Ministers; 28 The Offices of Minister, Elder, and Deacon; 29 Ecclesiastical
Authority and the Use of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaved138pirit and
the Sacrament s, Right Use of Lor dao:c

Guy Prentiss Waterd;low Jesus Runs the (h&Bh2011)

Sinclair Fergusorome Pastors and Te@duener of Truth 2017)

For Reflection

The apostles, church elders, and deacons represent the offices of prophets
priests, and kings. How do they represent Christ in protecting and
preserving the visible church in all ages?

Name some factors of weakness and health in Reformed church history.
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ii. ~ How would James define a healthy church using the law of liberty?

iv.  What is Westminster's vision for protecting and preserving a healthy
visible church?

v.  What forms of Christian isolation or local church independence have you
seen that produced either weakness or health?

vi.  How does thesymphonic pedagqugeapective provide a framework for
healthy denominations?

vi.  What pro-harmony 3 C virtues are implied for constructive, mutdek
Christinfluence of the family, church, and commonwealth on eachdther



CHAPTER 15

Bringing @oy to the World,
Far as the Curse is Founil

This chapter explores what it means for Christians, anointed with the
Spirit of Christ, to share in his offices@sphets, priests, and kings, receiving
various giftsto bringcurse ever sing joy to the wol
flow, far as the curse i s frefationatl , 6
material implications of the curse on this world and fival antilex Christi
curse ohell. AsthebrRDO ul es t he worl d with trvu
usealt he nations to oOoOprove the gl ori
h i s Thaosyvwe naed to identify the spirituadlationalmaterial blessings
of this righteousness, pointing us forward to our hope for fulfilled -new
heavemnew-earth joy.

The Catechisms on the Offices

The Westminster Standards do nekplict y connect Chr i
our image as prophets, priests, and kings. The closest parallel idea is the WLC
191 on the Lordods Prayer, under th
come. 6 With creativity, we Cc aswer s e e
(inserted in bracketedtalicdbhelow).

WLC 191 Qwhat do we pray for in the second petition?

A. In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom come), acknowledging
ourselves and all mankind to be by nature under the dominion of sin and Satan
we pray, that the kingdom of sin and Satan may be destroyed, the Gospel
propagated throughout the worldly Christians as prophissiews called, the
fulness of the Gentiles brought in; the church furnished with all gospel officers
[to speak as prophets, shepherd as priests, ajdndeoediriangss, purged
from corruption, countenanced and maintad by the civil magistrate: that
the ordinances of Christ may be purely dispendgdninisters in a priestly role
and made effectual to the converting of those that are yet in their sins, and the
confirming, comforting, and building up of those that are already converted:
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that Christ would rule in our hearts here, and hasten the time of his second
coming, and our reigning with him foreveur kingly rgieind that he would

be pleased so to exercise the kingdom of his power in all the world, as may
best conduce to these ends.

Also, the WLC explanation of authority in thé"® implies the roles of
prophet, priest, and king.

Q. 125. Why are superiors stylfatherandmother? A. Superiors are
styledfatheandmothehoth to teach them in aliuties toward their inferiors
[prophétlike natural parents, to express love and tenderness to thapsf
according to their severalelationsand to work inferiors to a greater
willingness and cheerfulness in performing their duties to their superiors, as
to their parents.

Q. 129. What is required of superiors towards their inferiors?. It is
required of superiors, according to that power they receive from God, and that
relation wherein they stand, to love, pray ford bless their inferiorpfiest
to instruct,counsel, and admonish thdprophgt countenancing,
commendingand rewarding such as do welland discountenancing,
reproving, and chastising such as do ill; protectamgl, providing for them all
things necessary for soul and bking; and by grave, wise, dly, and
exemplary carriage, to procure glory to Guahor to themselveand so to
preserve that authority which God hath put upon them.

The Heidelberg Catecliso shows how the three offices of Christ are
echoed in the roles/duties of the Christian, though it does not use explicit role
namesQ. 32But why art thou called a Christiam®swer:Because | am a
member of Christ by faith, and thus am a partaker of his anointing; that so |
may confess his name@rpphgt and present myself a living sacrifice of
thankfulness to himgriegt and also that with a free amgbod conscience, |
may fight against sin and Satan in this life and afterward | reign with him
eternally, over all creatureking.
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Anointed Christians Serving in the Three General Offices

All Christians share in the thregeneralffices of Christ as prophet, priest,
and king because all are anointed with the same Sgitery mature believer
should reflect each office to a certain extent in irreducible complexity.
However, particular gifts of the Spirit and situations in life emphasize one
office over another. For example, administrative and leadership gifts
demonstratahe kingly office, and gifts of hospitality, generosity, and physical
mercy demonstrate more of the priestly office, while teaching and wisdom
gifts relate more to the prophetic office. These gifts are exercised in all our
places and roles, as membera ilocal church, in families, in the workplace,
in communities, and as citizens.

Prophets werawitnessés the peacemaking truth. They corrected error
from a spirit of enmity to SIRE| e c t believers parti
Commission to make disciples (Matt. 282@. They participate in the
prophetic office by teaching other disciples to recognize truth and reject error.
In this general office, believers obey theCAOT Sabbath now applied to the
Lordds Day) t o us do0ORDdne studyahis wdrks. Theyp r s
observe the'5C by using their authority to instruct disciples to obey the Lord,
teaching thegospel and the commandments.

Modernday deacons perform similar roles as OT priests, serving others
with gifts of service, mercy, and generositilect believers also offer
themselves as living sacrifices to God, thus participating in the priestly tffice.
Christ intercedes for them, as does the SpiBelievers intercede for one

1Acts 11:26; 1518; John 14:26; 15:26; Gab 3:1

2Some believers are given evangelistic, teaching, preaching, wisdom, exhorting, or knowledge
related gifts (2 Cor. 1:1; 3:6; Eph-#61Rom. 128 1 Cor. 12:8); OT/NT prophets and apostles
also did miracles, spoke in tongues, and demonstrated sigrt@ifalidate their authority (1

Cor. 12:910).

SRom. 12:8

4Rom. 12:2

5Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:26
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another® They have a role in praying for salvation and divine healing,
supporting related medical services, and supplying physical riéxdstly

functions could include counseling, peacemaking by mediating conflicts, and
diaconal serviceelated ministries in the visible church in a way that evokes
tabernacletemple serviceChrist blesses them to o9 #1€ land experience
seventhday communiewithGod restvorshiping, praising, enjoying God, and
enjoying all the r esucPBel®versfrel@iagbdils | al
into a spiritual house to be a holy, royal priesthood that offgiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Chtist.

Kings administrate as those with executive authority to enforce the laws.
They promote peace in the realm and reward those who obey by giving them
greater authority while maintaining enmity against evil by disciplining or
judging those who rebel. Believestsare similar gifts by administrating and
leading various roles (family, church, business, neighborhood, politics, and
education) in assemblies, creation, and the diaspora.

These offices and their related gift clusters should mutually reinforce
individual and corporatdex Christiealth, contributing to the growth of
Christds peopl®hey alsb mteghate svith Ithe koansedirgg s .
process, as counselors fulfill the dimensions of all three offices. They exercise
aprophetiole to lead counselees to Christ and submission to biblical truth.
They perform griestlyole when they pray for counselees, counsel them, seek
their reconciliation with God, and serve their physical needs. They serve a
kinglyrole as they administer everything for their good, praise and reward
those who do well, discipline those who do evil, and protect them from evil.
These offices will also reflecbvenameconciliatiaffection®arents also serve
their children in these ways. Since tfanily is a lifesustaining institution
that provides physical protection and sustenance for each child, children
should not be removed from the home under normal circumstahoeky in

62 Cor. 9:14; Eph. 6:28; Col. 1:9; 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:10; 2 Thess. 1:11; 3:1; Heb. 13:18; Jas. 5:16;
John 5:147

7Jas. 5:100

8Luke 10:21; John 3:38; Eccles. 58

9 This means good work§ Pet. 2:5, 9).

10Eph. 4:1216

111 Tim. 5:3, 8, 16
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rare cases should parents reflect towenam@nmity affectioosheir children,

such as when there is sufficient danger to the life and health of other family
members to require placement of a child outside the home, in other kinds of
foster care until the age of independence.

Spiritual-Relational-Material Experience of Curse and Blessing

The WLC 152196 means of grace (the Word, sacraments, and prayer)
highlight a spiritual dimension of communion with God through these means.
As a result, Reformed believers tend to hear teaching and preaching that
emphasize the inner spiritual life and theomise of a spiritual place called
heaven. OT typologies of long life in a promised land find fulfillment in
Christds redemptive work of forgiyv
tendency to affirm an eschaplacémedg.y c
Christ-centered preaching has come to mean a sermon conclusion focused or
the passive elements of justifying faith while neglecting the more complex
discussions of sanctifying faith in all our places of assembly, creation, and
diaspora.

Some may need hel p s dex iChrigti spirtual t
blessings were just as present in the OT era as in the NT era. The OT saint:
were saved by looking beyond the OT typologies embodied in the offices of
prophet, priest, and king, and beyond the physical symbols of blood, gold,
bronze, and wood, to their &typical spirituablessinglfillment in Christ in
a temple not built by human hané#&lowever, we are more likely to miss
West mi nst er ds lex Ghpsti relatiesmbsieablessingsaate still
as present in the NT era as in the OT. We must back up and tracevtbeant
enmitgurses before comparing thevenameconciliatidressings.

Representatives Cursing in Spiritual-Relational-Material Ways
As explained at the end of Chapter 6 concerning the symphonic persons,

the WLC explanation ofex Christiurses in this life (WLC 28) contains an
interplay between spirituatelationatmaterial curses undeveloped in our

12WCF 7:5; 8:6; Mark 14:58; Heb. 8:2; 9:11
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applicational constructs. Notice how the Westminster pastors useéxa
Christformat to structure the curses, both the inward curses related to God
and neighbor (164" C, 1@ C, see footnotes below), and the outward curses
related to man and creation{4 9" C).

The punishments of sin in this world are either inward, as blindness of
mind,'3a reprobate senséstrong delusion$$hardness of heatthorror

of consciencé&,and vile affection&or outward, as the curse of God upon
the creatures for our sak&snd all other evils that befall us in damdies,
names, estates, relaimasnploymentsgether with death itself.

The italicized words above clearly reference the curses regarding people
relating to one another in their lived geospatial, agricultural, and socio
cultural-political environments, each word having been derived from a
specific commandment in the second l&tlof the moral law. WLC 28 cites
Deuteronomy 28:163 for these words. Below are some of the relational
material implications joined with specific commandments. TherD
punishes disobedience to thex Christiith the exact corresponding sorrows
of the 4'89™ C of human misery, ruin, and destruction (Deut. 28:20, 37, 63):

U bodieg6™ C), cursing their mortal longevity and making them
barren and beref®

U namef@™ C), cursing their reputations among all the nations of
their exile?!

13Blindness to God and his glory (contfaCl& 4t C Sabbath instruction about God; Eph. 4:18;

2 Cor. 4:5).

14God gives them up to sin against all tee Chris(Rom. 1:28).

15They believe in delusions, lies, and false religions, calling on the names of false gods (contra
2nd g 31 C; 2 Thess. 2:11).

16Jews, knowing the content of the moral law, fail to assess their coveting, theft, and adultery
accurately and do not repent (Rom. 2:5221

17Feel the deep sdifathing and suicidal thoughts that come from knowing the moral law and
one's guilt before a holy God who promises judgment fire againdtdeakers (Isa. 33:14; Gen.

4:13; Matt. 27:4).

18Cites the example of God giving them up to homosexual lusts (coritr@;1Rom. 1:26).
9Relationatmat eri al curse; cites God&6s curse on th
all that happens to the creation and creatures and their relation to man because of this curse.
20Deut.28:18, 222, 2629, 35, 4&7, 5962, 6567

21Deut. 28:37
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0 estate@™" C), cursingtheir material resources and uprooting
them from thdand??

U relations(5" C), cursing their familialprophetpriest-king-
geopolitical relationships® (7" C) and cursing their marital
pleasure

0 employmerf" C, six days labor, one day rest), cursthgir
agricultural synchrony, afflicting their land, sending wild beasts
and serpents against them, taking away their place ofYest.

Direct curses from th&ORD and the elect angels combine with the
application of these curses in permitting Satanic activity and using
representatives among all living creatures and creation to cause chaos and evi
There are irreducibly complexupt®yne
anti-lex Christebellion: the violence, sickness, and hardships caused by the
inhospitable world; the physical world of creatures, germs, and viruses against
us; the fallen angels; our minds and consciences; our bodies within ow space
time-seasom and environments; our assembdated sociepolitical
reputations; our familiaprophetpriest-king-geopolitical relationships; and
our labors to manage assets and property belonging to others and outselves.

Though elect believers still live in this world and experience these curse
factors, they are not experienced as @tidndoned orphans but as adopted
sons who share in Christ's sufferings while confident of the inseparable love
of God in Chris&’” As Christ endured suffering with patient hope, so must we
get mercy and grace from him to help ndwgethese curse factors in hope
with knowl edge of tloheentl ha tshadowsdos thed i s
good things [actually] comé&?

22Deut.28:17, 381, 63; 29:28

23Deut.28:16, 25, 324, 36, 41, 484, 4857, 68. The LORD will make them jealous and provoke
anger by saving other unworthy fools from among the Gentile nations (Deut. 32:21; Rom. 10:19)
24Deut.28:30, 557

25Deut.28:16, 224, 65; 29:223, 27, 380, 42

%|saiah 10& provi des an example of the Lord ju
overthrowing Israel, destroying and stealing their resources, raping, enslaving and killing.
27Rom. 8:1489

28Heb.12:114; 2:918; 4:14:10; 6:102; 10:1,32:39; 18611214, 23; contr ast

in time of testing 2:2; 31@; 4.2, 4, 11
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One way to respond to these curses and punishments is to show that a
text describing what God does against the wicked is also done by his
representatives. F oThe vecked ar@ loteso, buParea | m
like chaff that the wind drives awayWWe have an intertextual warrant to
apply this verse in representative ways. The wicked, are separated out like
cursed chaff by various threshistedgewinnowing representatives (angels,
prophets, priests, kings, Christ), and are driven afddyh ey o6 wi | | no
in the congregation of the righteous
protectively bless the congregation by winnowing out the wicked.

From the specifics of the punishments of iirthis lifeve can trace the
justice ofhell in the second eternal death (Rev. 20:14). Hell will be the place
of lex Christintithesis, the multiplication of the sorrows and punishments of
spirituakelationaimaterialinrighteousness forever on wicked souls rejoined to
physical bodiesScr i pt ur ddlsl &3 st ommerdt s reveal
form of giving men up to their lusts (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). Hell does not
transform the wicked but leaves them to dwell in unrighteousness,
unmitigated by common grace and the presence of the eliéectason earth.
Hell is giving men what they have desired (Rev. 21:8), combined with the
immediate torment of the justice due to that unrighteousness, including its
Onatural 6 consequences: hatred for G
hatred for ma; complete antsynchrony; antharmony; antiife; ant
marriage; antstewardship; antitruthfulness; and anicontentment. In
Proverbs 1: 31, the wicked wil/ oOeat
their own ddex Chrighemedeutid enilLokg 16231, readers
can observe thdtell is a place of intense but completely unsatisfied de%ires,
of thirst and fire and being eaten by worfAgshile God ignores begging pleas
for help or salvation for themselvésr for anyone with whom they have
relational concern3* The story also includes the application of reversed

29Deut. 13:18;Ps. 35:5; Prov. 20:26; Isa. 4161 8att. 3:12

30See next Chapter oreflecting coveremmity affectidhg, imprecatory Psalmandthe 6Rs,
Reform and Remove for more details on how we
31Antithesis ofstand10" C

32 Antithesis of 8 C; Isa. 66:24also noxious sulfur; Rev. 21:8

33 Antithesisof Bt C; Prov. 1:232

34 Antithesis of 3 & 7t C
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justice. The rich man, having igno
mercy in this world, is punished by the rejection of his own pleas for mercy in
hell 35 Another form of torment comes from seeing the satisfied desires of the
godl y f r $Thuspitfisdikely thathéll will be a place of intense, but
unsatisfied, desires related to all the commandments, sphitiational
materi al torments that cause OoOweep
but it also includes the permanent presence of their created objécts o
worship,3” outer darkness® constricted movement by chains without a
dwelling place to rest’and the eternal shame of a wicked reputation whose
deeds will be forgotten among the eternally livifg. will be a place for the
complete removal aflcommon grace benefits that grant men so many earthly
satisfactions, both inwargpiritual and outwardrelationatmaterial (Acts
14:17). The eternal curse gives men what they wapitjtaatkelationamaterial
place where all the sorrows lefk Chriséintithesis abound forever.

Representatives Blessing in SpirituaRelational-Material Ways

Through all these earthly punishments of sin common to all mankind, the
elect have a different experience and interpretation of them. In the sixth
petition of the Lordoés Prayer, we g
us from evibby which we ask that th&orRD would overrule the world, the
flesh, and the devil and so use the means of grace that we would be kept from
these earthly curses. We pray that we would be delivered from eternal evil,
from O0everlasting separati ormndfmosb m
grievous torments in soul and body,
(WLC 29). TheLoRDremoves theovenanmitgxperiences of evil and calls
them Fathedoving-child-disciplines for sharing his holine§sThrough the
priestly ministry of the Son by the Spirit and his mediate representatives, the

35 Antithesisof 15 C

36 Antithesis of 10 C, Luke 16:23

37 Antithesis of 2d and 3¢ C; Rev. 20:10, fallen angels; Rev. 20:14, death itself, (consider that
Mexicans worship death personified in a female attired skeleton, Santa Muerte, in vain hope of
receiving healings and miracles).

38 Antithesis of 4 C time-space, lighidark synchronies; Matt. 25:30

39 Antitheses of # C labor and 8 C stewardship; Matt. 22:13; Ps. 49:14

40 Antithesis of 9 C; Ps. 88:8; Luke 22:37

4Heb. 12:6.4; 11:236; Rom. 8:139
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Father comforts his elect people usingsugreamiliabttributes andcovenant
reconciliaticgffections for those who properly groan, mourn, and fast under
these trials'?

In contrast, lex Christb | essi ngs ar e mo st of t el
providential supply of representatives who reflect derivative fornreewénant
reconciliati@ffections to us inelationaiaterialvays for ouspirituabenefit#

These representatives themselves are caléelssed** because in soul
bodied, lived experience, they exemplify the virtues of the moral law to be pro
Lord, preacovenantal, prdlessing, preheosynchronic, prédharmony, pre

life, promarriage, prestewardship, pretruthful, and preacontentment.

Since the curses are inward, i n t he
affections to man, and outward, in the lived body in relationaterial
experience, the blessings of obedience must also be experienced in inward and
outward forms. WLC lacks acrresponding statement of the blessings of
obedience in this life. Ultimately, these outwamlationamateriablessings
should be our usual pathway to the inwaspirituablessings with God, no
matter how trivial or commonplacBy creating a new cateism question and
answer usinguttwar &dd nwtarwct ure of WLC
the spirituatrelationatmaterial blessings that come througbx Christi
righteousness.

Catechism 2(again)

Q2: What are the blessingslek Christibedience in this life?

A2: In this world still under the creationglrovidential postfall
cur ses, al | bl essings rledChristaledint o t |
us and the entire creation are sourced from the Father and come to us

42Rom. 8:189; 2 Cor. 1:81; Heb. 4:4¥6; Matt. 5:4; 9:15

43Rom. 12:43; 2 Cor. }8L; 7:6; 1 Thess. 2114; 5:14; Eph. 6:4; Phil. £00

44The "blessed" representative language of the beatitudes corresponds to the whole scope of
these ten virtues: the poor in Spirit inherit the kingdom; those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness shall be satisfied with all these virtues; the pure in biealttsee God; those
persecuted for righteousness shall be rewarded (Matt. 83851412; see Ps. 1). This "blessed
language also corresponds to specific virtues: meek, peacemék&g5C; merciful, as in
forgiving offenses and helping the nee#ly @, 8" C (Matt. 5:7, 9).



CHAPTER15: BRINGING 60Y TO THE WORLDFAR AS THECURSE IS FOUND 235

through mediate representatives. The exact representatives are Christ,
the Spirit, and Godds Word; appr
order, angels, man, and creatures. These blessings are inward in the sou
such as mutually synergistic peace ofsmance toward God and his law

in union with Christ, adoption to sonship, spiritual discernment, renewed
holy affections, and hope of glory! &3¢9, 10 C).*> These blessings are
outward, in the multisensory body, experiencing matenalational
blessings in timespace synchronies {4C), physical bodies {6 C),
material resources on a portion of this earthi (8, and relationships (%
authority-submission; 7 C marriage, family) and reputations€). We
respond to these inward and outward glenlessings revealédus,onus,
andin us with legitimate derivative happiness that must be disciplined
with thankful contentment (10 C). These all combine to nurture our
chief and highest purposes to glorify and enjoy G&@ @¢ C; WLC 1

Rom. 11:36Further, these blessings must be refledgdis to others
while awaiting their eternal perfection in the new heavens and new earth
and the removal of the punishments of sin in this world.

The metaphors of Scripture also b
LorDi s gooddé through the abundance o
since the creation reveals reflections of his eternal power and divine ffature.
Thus, if theLORD continues to graciously answer our prayers that he will
provide our daily bread, we should be content and thankful, glorifying God
for his material goodnes$’ These blessings come through other
representativepersona our socialgeospatial environments awgeatiom the
climate and agriculture. They are especially evident in families of believers as
fathers and mothers daily reflecovenameconciliatioblessings to their
children, praying in the pattern of
blessings upon them (WLC 129; Gen. 49:28).

SWLC 83 explanation of 6communion with Chr
the inward bl e sTheimembers of the ievidibleacbuoch e.:. enjoy the sense of
Godds | ove, peace of conscience, joy in th
46 Ps. 34:8; Acts 14:17; 1 Tim54Rom. 1:20

47Matt. 6:11; 1 Tim 6:8
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These thredold spiritualrelationalmaterial blessings are one primary
application of creation revealing Go
should result in honoring him as the source and giving him th&rksoday
we are graciously given life, breath, a @pgpointed life span among the
nations of our habitation, and all things, we must worship him rightly through
faith-union with Christ by the Spirit®°God wi | | daily give
(Rom. 8:32), which are actually a complex interdependence of spiritual
relationatmaterial blessings. He does this to work out all things for our good,
meaning everything required for his providential accomplishmeatl dhat
our union with Christ entails in a creation still suffering under the curse until
all groaning is finally removeé#.

This covenameconciliatidsiessing includes the bodied souls, the mediate
representative prophets, priests, and kings whom God provides as spiritual
gui des on our Spalst igciudesnide snanpatecafincledsc .
the digital) forms of Scripture in multiple languages now available to the
saints, as theorDhas blessed the church with new computerized media and
online access to his Word. As a means of grace, the Word provides us primary
presuppositional knowledge. The Spirit vivifies that knowledge to an
effectual call inteymphonic pedagagsadm: the practice of relational union
and communion with the God whom Scripture reveals and blessed or cursed
relationships with the creatures and the creation that Scripture reveals.

Theenjoymeaf all these combined spirituaklationatmaterial blessings
should be part of what it means to glorify God and enjoy him forever (WLC
1). By enjoying the outward relational material, we are drawn to the inward,
spiritual enjoyment of God forever.

Christds Representatives Bl ess One

Since Christ has blessed and kept us, caused his face to shine upon us,
been gracious to us, and given us peace (Num-2&8Rhe empowers us as

48Rom. 1:2@1; Acts 14:17

49 Acts 17:281; Rom. 6:5; 8:14
50Rom. 8:1489; Rev. 2148 WCF 3.6
511 Cor. 3:223; 4:18.7; 1 Thess. 512
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representatives to exemplify, proclaim, intercede, and administrate those
blessings to others.

We bless one another by likenessspirituaprophetic blessing. We need
to guard and e n c epiituaaffections foe ouraperfedt h e
representatives and for the inerrant Word as it reveals Christ, our perfect
mediator>?We spiritualls upport and encourage ea
tempting power by exemplifying, proclaiming, interceding, and
administrating for a stronger affection centered on seeking and finding better
and more satisfying thindgisthe vision of God in Christ within his eternal
kingdom®3Since much counseling tries to rescue the counselee from various
forms of creatiorworship,* Hebr ews & model i s i ns
counseling: we must receive the best representatives as a cloud of witnesse:
who prophetically direct us to singular worship of the TriuneRD and the
bl essed hope for the perfect renev
unshakeable kingdof®.

52Heb.2:34, 12; 3:1, 7712, 15; 4:6,-13; 5:112; 6:12; 8:1@; 10:125; 12:B, 1213, 25; 13:7, 15,

17, 22Somedlse religions promote faith the imperfect representative or a partial, distorted

form of a representatives themeangf salvation, hindering faith in the perfect representative
LorDp. The early Judaizers added thartial, distorted formof physicalcircumcision to the
Gospel as a necessity for salvation (Acts 15:1; &gl 5:1lwhen i ts perfect f
circumcision being cut off by the Spirit through union with Christ the perfect mediator (Rom.
2:29; 8:113; Col. 2:95)

53Heb.12:2224, 2728; examples of persevering faith to gain unshakable kingdom: Noah 11:7;
Moses 11:226; Abraham 1119, 136, 1-19; innumerable saints 113386 Christ 12:2

54 Creation under the curse is an imperfect representative of the symphonic attributes of the
Triune LorD (Gen. 3:1419; Rom. 8:123). The visible, fallen creation is an imperfect
representative of its creative source in the perfect, invisible Word of God (HebRbhizhns
1:2625c ond e mns u nr engrship efccraated thimygragénerate mamorships the
Lorpalone but also receives its witnesghe LORDO eternal power and divine nature revealed

in the creation and its creatures.

55Heb. 12:2, 2@28; Tit. 2:13; Rom. 8:21. Elect angels and the Scriptures are perfect mediate
representatives that witness to proper worship of God alone as the source of all blessedness
(Rev. 22:8; John 5:390). For a creative approach to this theme, see C.S. Lewis's "The Weight
of Glory" @15, https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.157427/page/n13/mode/2up
[accessed January 5, 2023].
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We also bless each other kglationamateriaservice with sacrificial love,
especially by sharing with those in ne¥d.

In summary, the visible church, with all her assemblies of two or more
believers under that rubric (family, school, seminary, business, neighborhood,
and political groups) as representatives of Christ, labors to reverse the curse
factors related to enmitpf man with God and man with man, and to bring
spirituakelationaimateriablessings. The family's blessing as a faggembly
of the LORDr ever ses every commandment 0s
commandment ds bl es s43Invirtaous wbrhaa naRativev e r b
remains a valid example of the beauty of intertwined moral kingdoming
combined with the Lor ddaspendantex Ghisti u a |
family and community life. We who delight in th@®RD and experience the
satisfaction of the desires of dex Christenewed hearts (Ps. 3743 should
also delight in administrating the wisdom and justice of those laws to bring
human flourishing in our own famili
blessing, keeping, shining, grageacegiving face (Num. 6:226).

Hope for Perfection of Lex Christi Blessings

How much more then, through these metaphors of food and clothing,
should we enjoy the physieapiritual symbols of mercy in Christ, the bread
of life, in the cup of blessing and the robe of righteousness, and honor and give
thanks to him for the effectuahll to salvation and union with Christ by the
sealing of the Spirt’ With this ultimate form of spiritual communion with
the Father through union with Christ by the Spirit, all other relational
material blessings are glimpses of the future blessed kingdom whelexthe
Christspiritual-relationatmaterial related curses are entirely removed. With
the curses removet, e x  Gpiritual setatiodabmaterial blessings will be
thoroughly enjoye&

We should have more clarity in pro
of our New Testament blessings. Thus, Old Testament physiatdrial

56Heb.6:10; 10:24, 3&3; 13:6, 16
57Rom. 8:3B4;Eph. 1:3.4; John 6:35; 1 Cor. 10:16
58See Yates PhD thesis, 5.4
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Canaan does not simply become ethereal New Testament spiritual bl€8sings,
but foreshadows and givesforetastef physical, fleshly, morarder joys of

the new Edeniglerusalem. These blessings point to the relatioraterial
blessings promised in the new heavens and earth. However, the NT
application of Canaands promi somd |
spiritual-relationatmaterial lex Chridtilessings reflected in the earthly
coming of Chr i st 824). Weierpgriggracanan (rrBdugible 1
complexity of spiritualrelationatmaterial joy when others enter and remain

in that kingdom,even as the angels in heaven rejoice (Luke 15:10). Those whc
enter this kingdom with us are our spirituaélational brothers and sisters,
mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, and sons and daughters in share
material life in the lived spaces of owsemblies, the creation, and the
diaspora. God would not have designed a material world, or our physical
bodies, or told us to be fruitful, multiply, and rule over the earth if the answer
to our problems wasnlyto find our joy, blessedness, or happiniessim. In

that case, like the angels, we would only need an ethereal realm of spiritual
existence. Adam needed a helper, since it was impossible to administrate the
lex Chriskingdom alone. We must guard against applications of how we
oglorify and enjoy God foreverdé wit
our happiness in Jesus; not hing e
matters in this physical world prevents uin thinking our earthbound,
material, embodied, relationally enmeshed existeis headed for an escape

by finding union with ethereal happiness in God himself. All good practical
theology is founded on the irreducible complexity of representgiarsons
blessing by derivative attributeswith the central focus on the spiritual
relationatmaterial coming of thiex Chriskingdom&°

Since Jesus is Gadbthed in human flesh, the heavenly mercy seat of his
literal bloodb ought at onement mu s t be phys
hand must be physicahaterial. His cultural mandate as second Adam and
head of an eartbtewarding peoplds to rule over a renewed earth and
heavens together. His preparation of a geospatial New Jerusalem as a garder

59 A possible imbalance of interpreting Ephesians 1:3 dekdEhrist o n t Blessed bedhe

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places . . . . 0
80|sa. 42:21; Matt. 6:33; 12:2%
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city-temple must occur in a spatiene location and be brought down from
heaven onto this flameleansed eartft

El ect believersd perfected spirits
the millennial age, although they are not yet joined to their resurrection
bodies®? They intercede as priests before the throne of 8dtie memory of
their life testimonies while among the living functions as part of the prophetic
cloud of witnesses for the livirfg.

The LorD Wi | | omake all t hi ng4ex Ghestvé ( F
representatives and the corresponding spirituglationatmaterial curses
will be removed®We shall be raisedex Chrisperfected bodied souls, to

61Rev. 21:2; John 14:3; 2 Pet. Rddans 8:122 indicates that similar to the renewal and
setting free of the redeemed body of God's sons in the resurrection, the creation is waiting with
eager expectation, though now groaning under the curses upon it, waiting for the redemption
of God sas when the creation itself will be "set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God." Christ's reconciliation includes 'all things on
earth or in heaven' (Col. 1:20). "The kingdom of the world has bekerkiegdom of our Lord

and of his Messiah and he will reign forever and ever" (Rev. 11:15). The glory of the nations will
be brought into the holy city (Rev. 21:28; Isa 60). If the creation was to be annihilated, totally
done away with, and replacedhwwould it be waiting and suddenly experiencing freedom at

the same time when the sons of God are redeemed from their corruption? How could he become
king over the kingdoms of this world? How would any glory of the nations be left to bring into
the holy d@ty? So we wonder if the 'first heaven and earth passing away, with the removal of the
sea' (Rev. 21:1) may mean that its current condition of being cursed and filled with reprobate
sinners changes, a judgment "destroying the destroyers of the earthil'{R&y. However, some
cataclysmic, exposing burning and melting/dissolving happens: stars fall to the earth and the
earth's atmosphere vanishes like a rolled up scroll, and the mountains melt and run like wax or
water to split the valleys to expose thatbaand man's works done on the earth (Micah4;:3

2 Pet. 3:7, 10; Rev. 6t42 Isa. 26:21 disclosing the blood that was shed and exposing the
concealed dead people). However, in the pattern of the flood, the heavens and the earth will be
reformed and fiined through the fire instead of through the water (2 Pet.63:5 Pet. 1:7) and
create a renewed home of righteousness (2 Pet. 3:13). For further research on this topic or the
continuing existence of the current world, see "I Am Making Everything Né&apter 9,
Douglas and Jonathan MoGreation Care: A Biblical Theology of the Nat(@®ahkdoRdpids:
Zondervan, 2018).

62Rev. 20:46. From the amillenial perspective, this age is defined as starting when Christ
ascended into heaven to send the Spirit until the time he returns.

63Rev. 8:B; 6:911

64Heb. 12:1; 13:7

65WLC 28;Rev. 20:10, 1¥b5; 21:4, 8; 22:3; Rom.-239
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experiencdex Chrispierfected spiritualrelationatmaterial blessings forever:
We shall 0see his face, ®@amé wo[pwlhi p
f or e h*®\&e atwmll eter his workest in the creation rhythms of days,
weeks, seasons, and years. We shall be joined with our adopted bsctesr
family as harmonious ewlers, with enmity between nations healed. We
shall live eternally in the abundant foedhter, life-sustaining new heavens
and new earth with a physical home. We shall be married to Christ. We shall
steward lands and cities with control over the wealth of the nations. We shall
be honored with the truthful testimony of our reputations. We shadl
satisfied with all we neet.We also can read the Q&A catechism blessing
above asournewheaverew earth promi se. We ar
hoped6 (Tit. 2:13).

Evangelizing 0Joy to the World, F

If theselex Christiulfilments define our blessed hope, these themes
should expand our evangel i st igaspeb J oy
Hearing the good news of the Lord
for the forgiveness of our unrighteousness, and resurrection for crediting his
righteousness, combined with a response of inward faith and public
affirmatiom thisistheinit al gi ft of God bS§Sincche

66 Rev. 22:3}; B C; 24 C, 34 C respectively

674t C, Rev. 14:13; 6:11; Christ fulfills the patterns of time as Jerusalem's light (eternal daylight,
Isa. 60:120; Rev. 21:235; 22:5). However, the time patterns and signs of stars, sun, moon,
seasons, day and night, weekly rhythms, Sabbaths, and yearsmalirthe same: months are

still marked by new fruit, the heavenly bodies will remain forever fixed. (Rev. 22:2, 241:23
Gen. 1:148; Ps. 89:3%/; 104:19; Isa.-60; Jer. 31:36). From new moon to new moon, and

from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD" (Isa
66:23).5M C & 71 C, Heb. 2:112;Rev. 21:2; 22:2, 5; Matt. 22:30; 12h&80number of God's
children is completed, and the will be earth filled Matthew 22E3€y. 21:2,-97;14:15; 19:-0;
Genesis 1:285:5; 22:17; 32a2.C & 8t C Rev. 21:3, 6, 24, 26; 22:2; Matt. 19:29; Luke 19:16
19.9% C The saints' reputation of faith and good works are written in the Lamb's Book of Life,
and truthful testimony about them is given to prove their salvation, Rev. 3:5; Z#: {5Rev.

21:6, 2223, 24, 26

68Gal. 3:10; Eph. 2:®; Rom. 1:3, 1617; 4:1@5; 10:9.7; Tit. 2:114; 3.4
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Scripture commands faithas our initial effectual callesponse into union
with Christ, we can adapt the various metaphors beyond theC6 o1 i f e 6
met aphor used in John 3:16, whi ch st

should not perish but have eternal I

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to live eternaly@8 in the presence of
the blessed face of ouroRD-CreatorProviderRedeemeProphetPriest
King (¥ C), worshipping the Triune @RD as the mediate source of all
blessings (Z C) , sharing Chri s td&)s asradogted f a
harmonious siblings (5C), united with him in an intimate marriage{TC),
with honored reputations (9 C) and satisfied embodiesbuls (1 C), in the
perfected heavens and earth containing the Edédaiasalem (BC), in labor
rest synchrony with spaegme (4™ C).

For those who have not yet come into this Chusiting faith, reflect on
your experiences of blessings and curses in your daily life and envision which
type of eternal future you desire. Ask the €@RD-Source of your daily
enjoyment of every mediate representative of blessings to awaken you to see
that alllex Chrisjibys are shadows of the true reality awaiting the saints in the
blessed love of God and neighbor in the new promised inheritance. Ask the
Lord, who has cursed this world under afgx Christhaos factors, to awaken
you to see that every daily experience of those cursed chaos factors are

69 Synonyms for "believe" in John's Gospel include metaphors of initiating relationship or
awakened sensgerception, such as know, receive, look to/sear, Iohrl:12; 2:23; 4:42; 5:25;
6:40, 69; 7:39, 401; 8:2°80; 12:38, 445; 13:20; 14:6, 17, 17:3, 8a#th is oursC duty (WLC

104) but acts in two phases. WLC B@ith is God's gift, applying eternal election in effectual
calling,enlivening the saints into communion with the grace of Christ, our mediator. WEC 72
74 teaches howjustifying faith passively receives Christ's @ardon and imputed
righteousness and adoption into his privileged family by resting on Christ alone as he is offered
for salvation in the Gospel. WLC 7& teaches that sanctifying faighexercising infused grace

to subdue moral law disobedience through repentance and live a new life of moral law
obediencdGal 5:6). WLC 66 uses metaphorical husbdr@hdship language to describe this
spiritual and mystical faittunion with Christ (Eph 5:23; WCF 8:1). Thus the two earthly
phases of faith could be expressed as God's gift of faith to individually say "ldepiatual
wedding ceremony with Christ and be received into his privileged family, followed by faith to
live in holy spiritual marriage to Christ. In the new earth, this spiritual marriage is fulfilled in a
corporate marriage of all the saints to Chrizs husbanéhead in an embodiesboul,
companionshiphelperintimacy with Christ as his bride, and Christ will never be alone in
fulfilling the eternallex Christnandate (Gen. 2:18).
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shadows of the true curse awaiting the helaardened, minealarkened
unbeliever in the hatred of God and neighbor in the promised judgmbeel of
Flee from the wrath of antex Christ ur ses i nto the bl e
lex Chriskingdom comeDesire thd. o r lle8sedace andlessedife.

The Spiritos [eudmMsanhXley Beo Wgs!| do

Christians who desire to become 1
right to conclude through this study that the leading of the Spirit is always
within lex Christooundaries. In my high school years, | was immersed in a
secular culture of hedonism. Upon my senior year, | rejected that culture and
returned to the Christ of my childhood. | was admitted to and decided to
attend a Christian college. Once at Genevadgel] | joined a campus ministry
group whose members and leadership were influencedebgttarismatic gifts
of tongues and spiritual discernment. Through my participation in the group
and my utopian vision of what a Christian college should look like, in my
freshman year | made the naive assumption that whatever came into my heac
was the propetic guidance of the Spirit. When praying for the Spirit's
guidance about how to promote revival at Geneva, what came into my head
was the radical idea that | should be that voice for Christ on campus. So, | went
to the gym and proceeded to shout at abautundred classmates playing
volleyball that they were spiritually dead and needed to join our evangelism
seminar the following day (only one new person came). In the following weeks,
| did similar things at the campus cafeteria with my electric guitap amd
mic. Upon more maturkex Christeflection, | realized these prayeonceived
impressions were destructive and contrary t6 6 duties of equals and
inferiors to promote Opeace®Cdutes i e
of s p e a k ientlapnessvand $etf oongt r ol 6 about the

cl assmates, instead O0bi"d ndgenamid yd e
jeal ousy, fits of anger , ri valstCi es
spiritual oconceit. o6 In the foll owi
the campus chapl ain, a biblical Vi

leading of the Spirit mortifies the sinful nature by the prohibitions of the law,
settingusfee t o serve within 32@).e starteal Wb s
engage patiently and constructively with any classmates willing to join our
campus group for weekly evangelism at a local juvenile detention center.
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May the LORD guide us withinlex Chrisb o undar i es the br i
worl d. o

For Further Study

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chr i sti ands Reasonabl e S
Seechapters 30The External and Internal Call; :3®egeneration; 32
Concerning Faith; Distinguishing Marks of Saving Faith;J8étification; 35
The Adoption of Children; 44Sanctification and Holiness; 68% On The
Lor dods :Fastng, @8Watchfalbess; 7.7Solitude; 78Meditation; 79
Singing; 99Perseverance; I@kath & the Soul; 10Resurrection of the Dead;
102 Last Judgment; 10Bternal Glory
Zach Eswine,The Imperfect Pafd@covering joy in our limitations through a
daily apprenticeship with(@esssway 2015)

For Reflection

How does the WLC show connections to the three offices?

What are some of the various duties of each office?

From what part of WLC do we derive the triple theme of spiritual
relationatmaterial blessings? In what ways does this phrase help you see
more connections to thiex Christiurses and blessingsreal life?

Why do WLC 28lex Chrisfhatterns of curses require us to explore a
pattern of spiritual (inward) and relationainaterial (outward) blessings?

How does the Oblessedd | anguage of
How have you experienced thex Christielated curses in this life?

How have you experienced thex Christielated blessings in this life?

Review the explanation of Psalm 37 in Chapter 12 and reconsider how
representatives united to Christ fulfill many of God's actions to the
righteous and the wicked.

How does the virtue of being pialessing to the.orRD (3" C) connect to

the duty of superiors bl e®GWbQ inf
129 oto pray for and bless themo)?
Explain the continued pattern déex Chrisblessings and curses in the
Doctrine of the Last Things, in the eschaton, a new heaagh andhell.

Practice presenting an evangelistic message connected to véious
Christfulfillment themes



CHAPTER16
Lex Christi-DRL%Rspy Us

Another essential contribution of this book is the proposition of a method
to use the sixex Chrisgierspectives in a holistic biblical counseling pracfice

6Rs Practical Theology Catechism

Q. 4.Elect believer, what do you beliegencerning pastoral practice,
namely, evangelism, apologetics, missions, biblical counseling, teaching,
preaching, Christian education, and marketplace ministry?

A. 4.That all lastday$ practical theology is the Fath&lecreedministry
of the risenLORD Jesus Chrigtto Spirit-indwell and senélhis linguistically
and culturally adapted ambassadbite exemplify/ mercifully proclaimé

1ISee the authords PhD thesis 4. 8. -sidyeepodtRs «c
form, see Appendix p. 276

2Ministry post-ascension of Christ and sending of the Spirit (Acts 2:17; Heb. 1:2).

3Fulfills the purposes decreed by the Father for the good works prepared in advance for his
elect united to Christ (Eph. :81; 2:10).

4What the Lorp Jesus Christ (as fully Gefdilly man) continues to do and teach through us
(Acts 1:1; 2 Cor. 13:3).

5The Spirit teaches us the things of God that natural man cannot understand (1 Cor. 2:12), so
his Spirittaught ambassadors can be sent as his representatives (2 Cor. 5:20).

6l anguage and culture adaptation is a fundamental responsibility of the followers of Christ as
they obey the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations (Matt-2@; ¥&ts 2:11; 1

Cor. 9:1°21), and is part of the meaning of the sign of JonahthieaGospel will go to the
Gentiles in their languages and they will repent (Matt. 1:22B8p

7Qur life model among those we serve must conform teeth€hrisgiatterns (Acts 20:335; 1

Tim. 4:12).

8This is primarily aprophetimle. Though the Athenians' excessive idolatry grieved Paul, he
could still complement their general desire to worship a god, pointing them to thé.¢re

God (Acts 17:22 0) , proclaiming Godds mercy in Ch
Proclaiming includes the written text and all forms of media. Overlapping with a prophetic role,

a priestly role includes showing mercy to sinners (Heb-2814:1%5:7).
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boldly intercede? and skillfully administrateé® the past!'present!?and
promised®dominion of theRighteousLORD by the six perspectivé&n their
realms (heavenly’ and earthly) and places (assembly, creation, and
diaspora)®to their subjects’u s i n gRéds i xe t &@Rs)das blegsed

9These duties are patterned after the roleéstgHeb. 2:1718; 4:145:7; 7:25; 1 Tim. -B)1L

Paul's prayers in Ephesians 223%nd 3:121, as well as his request for the intercession of the
saints (Eph. 6:180), is evidence of the significance of priestly intercession and the freedom of
access thiaall believers now have in Christ (Eph. 2:18).

10This is primarily akinglyrole. Administration of all the following biblical themes and
principles in our various realms and places requires mentoring by mature leaders who already
do these things, as well as coherent theological and biblical knowledge combined with wisdom
to applythat knowledge to people, delegating and reforming cultural influences agairlsthe
Christi Biblical examples would be the administrative gifts of Joseph in Egypt (G&0),37
Moses in Sinai (Exod. 187T), Solomon in Israel (1 Kingd.@), Daniel in Babylon (Danr6},

Ezra in the post captivity rebuilding of Jerusalem (EzralD@l4), Nehmiah's stewardship

over postcaptivity Jerusalem (Neh. 4714; 12:443:31), the apostles' appointment of deacons

to care for the Hellenistic widows in Jerusalem (Acts®:&nd Paul and Barnabas appointing
elders and deacons in every city of their chyptanting ministry and training their disciples

to do the same (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5).

LIA]l the past redemptive history fulfilled in Christ and providentially applied by the Spirit in
our salvation history.

12We apply the righteous kingdom rule of Christ to our present realms, places, and roles as
professionals in the workplace, parents, church members, teachers, pastors, students,
neighbors in the local community, and citizens of the nation.

13As Paul did by rebuking the darkened worldview of the Athenian idolaters as commandment
breakers, revealing the one truerb and commanding their repentance (Acts 17324, we

reflect thepromisedominion of theLorD in the present, when on the last day therpo wi | |
judge the world in righteousness, o6 (Acts 17:
14Seechapters 3 above for the seymphonic perspectives: morality, comratirdutestgersons,

lex Christeandpedagogic@lur task is to dsymphonic pedagogicalatesinplysoul care.

1550me ambassadors, part of the great cloud of witnesses who still speak to us, represent his
righteousness and rule with Christ, are already raised to heavenly realms with Christ who is
still the most excellent ambassador by the Spirit (Eph. 2:7; Cef; Bidb. 11112:4, 224; Rev.

20:36)

16 Assembly means two or more gathered in Christ's name (Christian marriage, family,
businesses, institutions, schools, and the organized church), creation means the physical world
and human bodies where we have stewardship and creflbanishing opportunites, and
diaspora (Romanized Greek for scattered, dispersed, as in 1 Pet. 1:1) meaning Christians living
and working among noiChristians.

171 use the term "subject” here in the broadest sense, meaning a wide variety of people, including
readers/viewers in literature and media, anyone who is willing to observe, listen to
teaching/instruction, or read, including eager students of a teachehaong among those

with equal authority, or one under authority to his leaders.
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engagementResearch (what is revealed) to accurat®gckon, choosing
appropriate ways to build up the subjedRéassureReform, andRemove)
with an evaluation of thResults (the ambassador striving for an engagement
that is received by the subjects with the intended results of training in
righteousness).

Since this book focuses on me d i
redemptive engagement, the above d
cursing and giving men up to their lusts. However, the 6Rs also function when
engaged in cursed engagement, in lpEravith the imprecatory Psalms. We
use our authority as -knmiygtgibutepagainetf | e
the unrepentant wicked according to our roles and places. We represent
Godds curses against the seripmenet a
up to their l usts (Rom. 1: 24, 26,
curse by guarding the gospel against false teachers (G&l) arid by
commanding church discipline against the unrepentant (1 Cor. 5).
Government officials representGds cur se by puni shin
sword (Rom. 13:3). As we are united to Christ, we must employ this same
attitude against our old sinful nature by dying to sin (Rom. 8:13; Eph. 4:22).
While Christ removed the curse that is on us because ofiosy\we must be
joined with him in his death to our sin (Gal. 3:13; RomlB1We must also
recognize that many believers live in places where the enemies of individual
Christians and the visible church are mighty and dangerous (such as those
trapped inabusive or trafficking situations and those citiz&ristians in all
communist and many Islamic countries). These believers find strength and
hope in praying imprecatory Psalms, such as Psalm 11, 58, or 79, voicing the
grief and pr ajysiicatgbefaccomplishe® L or dd s

Notice that the definition of pastoral practice relates the Rs to the full six
perspectives framework. Therefore it is based on the presuppositions of (1)
the symphonic morgligyspective (the 10 C are the master outline under which
all biblical righteousness and unrighteousness can be defined), (2) the
symphonic commandpeapgective (every commandment is inseparable from

18See Trevor Laurenc€ursing with God: The Imprecatory Psalms and the Ethics of Christian
(Waco: Baylor University Press, 2022). Note the Appendix{38%) as a sample liturgy using
these Psalms and NT texts like Rev-519
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others), (3) thesymphonic attribidesl (4)personger specti ve (th
attributesire revealed through the Triupersonia all his works and woven
throughout the topics of systematic theology and pastoral practice), (5) the
symphonliex Chrisperspective (that théex Chrisis a repeated motif woven
throughout the topics of systematic theology and pastoral practice), and (6)

the symphonic pedagqecsppective (that the formal structure of systematic

and practical theology is patterned aftexodus 20:21.7 and divided into two
significantsubs e ct i ons: God revealed in his

The6Rmet hods of t he amhbradesvedfomthe e n

ways thelL ORDS supraactuatingttributest®decree his sovereign dominion by

his suprdex Christattributes®® engaging with hissupreamilialattributes,?
depending on the relationship to thex Christhediator In other words, the

LORDE dominion is sovereignly determined by Bispraactuatingttributes

(decree of election or reprobation, WCF 3) to magnifyshigraighteousness
attributes among all nations (Eph. 1:4; Deut-4:%sa. 42:3, 21; Rev. 21:8),

so that his people might praise lsispreamiliakttributes (whether mercy or

19See Yates' Ph.D. thesis 3.3.1, named supremely determinate, faithful, present, mysterious,
powerful, independent, eternal, perfect, knowing, and boundless. For his decree, see parallels
with all the attributes listed in WCF 3:5 "According to his eternakfeal] and immutable

[faithful] purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will [mysterious, perfect,
determinate], hath chosen in Christ [determinate, powerful], unto everlasting glory, out of his
mere free grace and love, without any figtesof faith, or good works, or perseverance in either

of them of any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving him thereunto
[independent]; and all to the praise of his glorious grace."

20 See Yates' Ph.D. thesis 3.3.2, named in 10 C order as superior, holy, blessed, dynamic,
harmonious, living, beautiful, sufficient, truthful, and contented. For his sovereign dominion by
symphoriiex Christttributes, see WCF 3:8, where the elect are "effectually called unto faith

in Christ by his Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified and kept by his
power, through faith, unto salvation." This means that all aspects of hit@alkaate to the

full 10 Clex Christiorgiveness fosinsgrediting righteousnesaparting righteousness, keeping

in righteousness unto the new kingdom reward.

21See Yates' Ph.D. thesis 3.3.3, named as ten pairs of attributes. The first words in the following
pairs are reconciliatiomelated, and the second words are ennnéjated: lovinghating,
graciousjealous, mercifulvrathful, patient to savepatient to judge, goodust, forgiving
condemning, rewardingenalizing, seftontrolledangry, discipliningabandoning and
rejoicinggrieving.
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wrath) 22 based on their relationship with a mediator who exemplifies,
proclaims, prays, and administratex Christi

The term Research can describe how therRDc or r ect |l y 0
because he isupremely knowing, boundless, and presestipfeactuating
attributes). TheLORD always correctlyReckons because he ssipremely
determinate, faithful, perfect, anihdependent gupraactuatingttributes).

The LORD has the power to produce the intend&ksults of training in
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16) because he is supremely eternal and powerfu
(supraactuatingttributes).Because of hisuprdamilialattributes, the terms
Reassure anBeform could summarize the ways in which tt@RrDis loving,
gracious, merciful, patient to save, good, forgiving, rewardineg;aatfolled,
disciplining, and rejoicingRemove could summarize the ways therD is
hating, jealous, wrathful, patient to judge, just, condemning, penalizing, angry,
abandoning, and grieving. However, all 6Rs establish the kingdiax Ghristi
righteousnessn, inandbythe renewed saints (Matt. 6:33).

As ambassadors in faith union with thex Christnediator, Christians
practice theirformative abilitté® ResearchReckon, and evaluatResults
using thelex Christi virtuésas the standard for whatovenamelational
affectiodschoose, whether tReassureReform, orRemove. Of course, some

2Those predestined unto |ife experience his
gracedé6 (WCF 3:5) and see his sovereign rep!
3:7).

2ZMan 6 s dfmmativeaabilitiestiee LorRDS likenessdecidability, reliability, availability,
complexity, ability, dependency, endurability, perfectibility, teachability, and luxuriance (see
Yates' Ph.D. thes&3.1).

24The duties of théex Christequire all men to be prborb, pro-covenant, preblessing, pre
theosynchronic, prdvarmonious, prdife, promarriage, prestewardship, pretruth or pro-
contentment.

25Reconciliati@mngagement is expressed by being loving, gracious, merciful, patient to save,
good, forgiving, rewarding, selbntrolled, disciplining, and rejoicing, behmitgngagement is
expressed by being hating, jealous, wrathful, patient to judge, just, condemning, penalizing,
angry, abandoningndgrieving. Again, for Christians, these enmity methods should only be
used with Scriptural definition and warrant within théex Chrisstandards. Consider the
following Scriptures for examples of making righteous earthly judgments about men's sins on
earth (Matt 18:118), hating (Rev. 2:4), and abandoning (Matt 10:14; Matt 15:14; Gal. 4:30).
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of the nuances are lost by simplifying ttevenamelationaffectiorts 3Rs, so

the details ofeconciliatiandenmity affectiam€hapter 5 need to be regularly
reviewed and applie@hese engagement verbs show how pastoral practice
reflects thesuprdex Christi attributagiated among God'supraactuatingnd
supreamiliabttributes 26

The 6Rs methods of engagemeator r espond roughly t
seltdescribed purposes to research and reveal our hearts to discover and
discern our purposes, thoughts, and behavior patterns by a standard of
ri ghteousness, to o0see if there be
reprove, correct and train in righteousnéésyen as theorboO wi | |  j udge
worl d in right el Ps h30:23sHTim( 3416;bActs 14:31). 2
The name also uses superscfifitto indicate that each R applies the entire
lex Christior exampleReckoning is done by authorities, equals, #make in
submission (% C) according to what is supremely revealed and modeled by
the LORD (I3 C) in his covenant (2 C) for the glory of his name'{&); in the
patterns of determined times {4C); for the blessing of human life(€),
marriage (7 C), and stewardship of property {8C) and reputations (9 C);
and with thankful cont e #®#€)nSeingoesfvithr Go
each choice of an appropriate R that builds up the hé&averose counselor
may need to teach him/her temove some anliex Christpatterns while
reassuring other ethical 0C areas. These verbs asaggestive, not
exhaustive; more Rs (or other verbs) could help explain the latter three:
reassure (remind, redirectjyeform (restrain, restore), antemove (reject).

Also, one R was chosen to account for the consequences of ministry and doing
regular evaluation of theesults of the work, to train in righteousness (2 Tim.

Thesecovenaielationaffections should never be used to violate any of the commandments to
be preLorD, procovenant, preblessing, preheosynchronic, prénarmonious, prdife, pro
marriage, prestewardship, pretruth or pro-contentment.

26 Readers are reminded that Meek's epistemological etiquette, reorganized uedeClaisti
outline inYates' Ph.D. thesis 1.3.2, is a similarly helpful way to engage people, worldviews, ideas,
and the creation.

27 Adams,How to Help People Ctizmgervan, 2010) used the four verbs of 2 Tim. 3:16 to
develop a biblical counseling method defining how to help people change astefoprocess.

These purposes are shared wibme overlap in the sacraments, prayer, communion of the
saints, and church censures. These R's roughly conform to how BC has already defined its
method of engagement with the psychologies (see Yates PhD thesis 1.3.5) to exposit biblical
truth, reform psybological ideas to conform with Scripture, and expose psychological errors).
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3:16). But due to misunderstanding
the ambassador has potential for error or failure, leading to failure in it being
received with the intended results. Other times an ambassador may be faithful,
but factors in thesubject may hinder him receiving counsel that produces
results. God may have other purposes; the subject may show false positive
responses but return to old patterns due to a lack of community support.

The practical theology definition is accomplished by Christ working
through his Spiritled faith-united ambassadors. Thus, the 6Rs proclaim-God
dependence, not trust in another method. Further, the wording emphasizes
linguistically capable, culturally adégd, skilled, and mature modeling for
and training of the young and immature who are learning to speak, read and
write, and understand the culture, God, and his kingdom laws. The mature
will know better how to research revealed reality and reckon. It is a
community of ambassadors doing practical theology in various realms and
places and their relational places of influefice.

The WCF 2:2 also uses similar pri
his people. What the Triune God does to reveal himself and hisoyaland
inus by the Word becomes the pattern therD uses to reveal himsddfus
to others. WCF 19:6 could be categc
to apply the moral law? By the means of the inward witness of the Spirit
deepening our saving faith (WCF 14:2), receiving Christ, and conforming to
his righteousness, Scripture also comforts eemksures us that we belong to
him (WCF 18:4).

28see Yates PhD thesis 1.3.2

29 . . [research, reckon, reassurék a rule of life informing them of the will of God, and their
duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordindkgform, remove, results]discovering also

the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, and lives; so as, examining themselves thereby, they
may come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred againsfreitkon, reassure,
results] together with a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ, and the perfection of His
obediencefreckon, reform, remove, results]t is likewise of use to the regenerate, to restrain
their corruptions, in that it forbids sin; and the threatenings of it serve to show what even their
sins deserve; and what afflictions, in this life, they may expect for them, although freed from the
curse thereof threatened in the lajreassure, results]The promises of it, in like manner, show
them Godds approbation of obedience, and
performance thereof . . ..
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1. Researchdiscover the revealed realitytbe subjedyourself, a counselee,
a marriage, a family, a business, a culture, an author of articles or books,
or the patterns of a theory or principle). Put yourself in a learning posture
to know what reality existd limited by available revealing resources, the
subjectds willingness to reveal , t
stability of emotions, and the ability to communicate clearly and
truthfully. The researcher mudtnowas accurately as possible before
speaking (Prov. 18:13). We seek to understand reality, meaning, what is
truthful, and the actual situation of things, relationships, or individuals.
This requires discernment in cases of conflict when there is often negativ
portrayal of facts, exaggeratiptying, or deliberate hiding of relevant
parts of the truth. We must ask appropriate questions.

a. What are the existinglex ChristDRL strengths, maturities, and
healthy habits? Does the subject have conceptual awareness and
functional application of théex ChristDRL vision? What methods,
resources, and life contexts have made this growth possible?

b. What are the identified problems or unrighteous patterns of human
behavior, and who are the people involved? WHAT? HOW? WHEN?
WHERE? WHO? Research broad 1|ife |
(Eph. 4:22), and make a detailed examination of problem areas,
seelng clarification.

c. What is the subjectds conceptual
which life makes sense, purposes for living, and habftuadtional
practice? Look at recurring phrases, principles for verifying data,
human responsibility, and level of Gadvareness.

d What defines t he -rghtdoyseesstthbose mo r
principles or practices that get praised when performed and judged
when neglected? How does the subject (conscience, thinking, words,
and behavior) handle achievement and failure in him/herself and
others? Where is the subject engaged in excusing and accusing related
to selectivdex Chrisgirinciples (Rom. 2:15)7?

e. What i s the history of the subj
socially/culturally assumed orig
When did it begin, and why? Are there historical, cultural, familial, or
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relational false excusers, accusers, or abusers, or significant
environment al trauma caulexQhrgti di
orientation?

Does the researcher have any language or -cultural barriers,
biases/prejudices, sdlfterest, financial or relational conflicts of
interest that limit or prevent fair research from understanding
revealed reality?

2. Reckonidi scern t he s ubuprightebudress comgaretl e o
with the lexChrist{1 Kings 3:9; Ps. 19:2; Prov. 14:8; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:10)

a.

Are there any language or cultural barriers, biases/prejudices, or
conflicts of interest preventing the researcher from properly
reckoning?

How likely is it that the collected information is greatly hindered by
the subjectds wunwillingness to
memory, instability of emotions, or inability to communicate clearly
and truthfully? A more significant hindrance ngeally means a
researcher has a lowered ability to reckon fairly and accurately.

WHY? Analyze the subjectds bl in
learned with darkened understanding (Eph. 4:18). Develop an
inductive theory of the subject
worldviews. What wrong patterns have been learned in hisralle
environment? What are the sinful responses to suffering?

Attempt a bigpicture analysis of the subject in life context. What
met aphors define the snarajive?ct 0s

Develop a biblical counseling approach using key biblical phrases that
define the subjectds suffering,
growth areas.

What aspect(s) of the DRL siperspectives vision arléx Christre
needed to change the subject? W
must be more like Christ? What aspects of L@RDS righteousness

need to be better known and applied by the subject with the gospel
of grace? How does Christ work those changes in union with him by
the Spirit? What righteous wisdom needs to be developed?
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g. Are there additional people and resources that need to be accessed to
help? Who can access them? Is the subject willing to access or utilize
these resources if the researcher arranges them?

h. Respectfully proclaim and skillfully administrate the response
priorities below (joined with biblical teachings/texts) to build up in
lexChrishRL f or the oOhearingd subject

3. Reassuregive appropriate salvation assurance with evident counselee
strengths in faith, love, repentance, and hope. Comfort in suffering with
biblical promises. Encourage perseverance in suffering (Roft. B614).
Includes other Rs like remindinghat the subject already knows and
seeking better application to any significant situations (2 Tim. 2:14; Tit.
3:1; 2 Pet. 1:12) and redirecting to help the hearer make wise and good
choices from among the available options, restraining their wrong choices

4. Reform: Reform means to adapt the vocabulary of the hearer to a God
oriented purpose and meaning, transforming partially wrong data using
more accurate concepts, providing filtered integration, and transforming
knowledge about body, soul, or world so that it caoss over into our
functional DRL vision in submission tex Chris{Col. 23; Rom. 2:29; Phil.
3:3; Acts 17:221). Reform is significant for cultural adaptation and DRL
witness to the psychologized community (1 Cor.-22)/ and for better
stewardship of the physical body, such as medical research and
discoveries (1 Cor. 6:29; 9:27), or for provoking us to better study of
Scripture to see things we formerly ignored. Includes other Rs like
restraining by giving prohibitions and warnings ab@atrthly and eternal
consequences, t o prheanoraltaw] isdikewise ofWC F
use to the regenerate, testrairtheir corruptions, in that it forbids sin;
and thethreatenings of it serve to show what even their sins deserve; and
what afflictions, in this life, they may expect for them, although freed from
the curse thereof t hrasteriag te sogdmbdy i n  t
righteousness in areas of weakness concerning knowingdRe, union
with Christ, living constructively in the fallen creation and with other
people (Gal 6:1). In new believers this usually starts with the two Great
Commandments to love God and love neighbor, then builds on the details
of thelex Christising the WLC. Reform includes peaeeking to restore
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relationships in conflict, comfort, and encouragement to restore hope to
the discouraged in trials.

5. Remove:Remove means identifying and eliminating useless teachings or
irrelevant things (1 Tim. 1:4; 6:20), for such practices have no value for
righteousness or daily functioning (Col. 2:28; Tit. 3:9). It also includes
other Rs like rejecting by identifying dragnosing weakness, brokenness,
or disintegration, leading to repentance from all unrighteousness or
acceptance of false teaching, both behavior and witness, in both assembly
and diaspora (Phil. 3:2,-18; 1 Tim. 4116; 6:3; 1 Cor. 5). Suchihgs will
be given up to future judgment and are underlth&b® curse and will
not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 1965:121; 1 Cor. 4:5; Jude ‘.64
Rev. 21:8¥For example, some claim that certain behaviors Christians
cal l sin have acagsghy€hcast ioansgeme
physical and genetic factors have some influence but reject theories that
claim these factors are the primary determircags@Rom. 1:2@32; 1 Cor.

5; 2 Cor. 6:14:1; 2 John 1:10; 2 Thess. 3t8).

6. Results:are responsibly and regularly evaluated, ideally segmvay that
advances the dominion of thex ChrisfDRL through saving faith in the
hearer or reader (WCF 14:2), resulting in training in righteousness and
being better ¢y Qhrigipbastada € TiMR.03d8)s
However, there will be appearances of change as well as hindrances to the
hearer receiving the ambassador 0:s
understood in Christos pa+#d,sdoer of
planting and watering must patiently wait for God to gigeowth (1 Cor.

3:6).

Note that these six new words do not meaiblical counselors are sin
inspectors or that we lack compassion for sufferers, merely condemning those
who feel helpless to change as if change were simple. If that were the case, an
Christians merely wanted to translate the secular DS5Mnanual of
psychological disorders into a Christianized form, our Christian manual

OThi s category w o u lildstrativeusels wfd psychBlagyy | piingardyn id s
illustrating man's sinfulness and that all he does apart from faith in Christ is stillCsin.
belligerenses could also be seen within this category, meaning we adopt the criticisms of non
Christians and criticize poorly done psychology together.
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might be calledDiagnostic Standard of Moral CHald€) because it would
only be focused on man RGemboiishassalson f u l
identified this potential imbalance in biblical counseling. Some counselors
may only point out heart idols and sins while neglecting how to practice
Christian virtues. As most comprehensively developed in Romans or the
virtuous wife (Prov. 31:431) in the context of Proverbs, we do nesearch
toreckon without a manual defining man
ambassadors of rightequssifging to God and his work accomplishing
righteousness in Christ and the blessed ways the Spirit transforms his people
in righteousness (WLC 101). Concerni
our 0 ma rDiagnbstc Starfidard of Moral Flourishing a(ldSBAE0s

WLC 102148).

In the last chapter we wikompareNe s t mi theg Chéastiigios with
the familiar description of the counseling process as soubcarith several
models of Christian maturityand assurance of salvatidoWe will conclude
with some summary recommendationsdgcipling others in this worldview
as individuals and as Christian educators.

For Reflection

i. How do the 6Rs parallel the functions of how the Spirit uses Scripture to
transform us?

i. What verbs does the 6Rs model use to represent Christian reflection of
the themes of prophet, priest, and king?

ii. What are some of the distinguishing qualities of each of the Rs?

iv. Can you perceive the pastoral logic of why Reassure is listed before
Reform and Remove?

v. See Appendix p. 87for a sampld_ex ChrisDRL®?s Counseling Case
Report Form

31There are also appropriate times and situations to representdvisnaimelational enmity
attributes, leaving straying people to go their straying ways, imitating his giving up the non
elect unrighteous to temporaldgments and patiently enduring them until final judgment. In
practice, we should err on the side of gentle humility in determining who now belongs to, who
may come into, or who may be removed from the visible church in the future.

32Michael Gembola, "God Is Making His People Good: Counseling and Virtue Formation,"
Journal of Biblical Couns&lintn.3 (2020),-@9.
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Lex Christi as the Mature Christian Life

West minsterds Christian Life Cate

WLC 62 defi nes taseciety madé uplofall sach asrinc h
all ages and plat#®e world do profess the true religion, and of their children
WLC 124 identifiesfamily, church, and commoragetith three prominent
places where God ordains human authority. WCF 26:1 provides more
conceptual categories in the bdimgfin
united to one another in | ove, the
graces, and are obliged to the performance of such dotibk; and privede
do conduce to their mutual good, both in tievard and outward.nmiémus,
while WLC 63 discusses the visible church as under God's special care and
government to maintain the witness of the biblical gospel in all ages, we
should not narrowly define the visible church to mean only its corporate
testimony in assembled worshie st mi nst er ds v ialice o u s
above evidence pastoral awareness that not all the work of the visible church
takes place in the cor porEibugh thes s e
prominent emphasis of WCF 281 and WLC 15896 is on the orthodox
corporate witness of its ordained elders preaching the Word, administering
the sacraments, prayer, discipline, and presbyterian assemblies, its WLC 100
148lex Chriseemphasispresents the saints gshysically present mediate
representatives of tHeorRD&glory in all ages and places, in families, churches,
and commonwealths to serve one another publicly and privately in both
inward and outward needs by their six days of gainful labBra@d 8" C). In
summary, the visible church includes all her assemblies of two or more
believers under that rubric (family, school, seminary, business, neighborhood,
and political groups) as representatives of Christ, laboring to reverdexhe
Christicurse factors related to enmity of man with God and man with man,
andbringingl e x  Gpirttuakslation@steriablessingsWe are spiritually
united with Christ in heavenly realms and live in earthly realms in assembly,
creation, and diaspora to bring 0]
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Many practical Christiadife books tend to present models explaining
how to live in one setting, perhaps related to marriage, family, church, the
community, or the notChristanwor kpl ace. The |l ocatic
and opl acesd) proposed in the previ
possible application within all our spheres of influence in life as an extension
of the goal stated at the end of chapterfoneo d e v el oUnified 0 Gr &
Theorydé that hol i st i c alllHeyorée wetinpgweat e s
our synthesis of biblical truth with our wholéfe experience, the better we
can nuance our discussion of any Christian life tdplect believers, by the
gift of saving faith through the Holy Spirit and as part of the visible church in
the world, display the derivative attributes of God in two biblically defined
realms (earthly, heavenrlywith three biblically defined places (assembBly,
creation? diaspord).

Irreducible Complexity of Symphonic Pedagogical Care

When grading studen@term papes on counseling applications of
various Psalms, it is not unusual to notice that the students discuss various
tragic marriage and family situations of husbands sinning against their wives

1For an interesting study on these realms, see Jonathan T. Pennidgtoen and Earth in the
Gospel of Matti{@rand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007),-883Matthew's Gospel uses these

realm words and related phrases to serve many purposes. The use of these realms shows the
sovereign dominion of Daniel's visions in the OT (Daif), 2vhere the heavenly kingdom
supersedes all earthly kingdoms. It links with the creation of heaven and earth in Genesis 1.
They reveal Christ's divine authority to rule both dominions (Matt. 22)7 They underline

the importance of disciples obeying the ethics of the heavenly kinggdoom as Matt. &

Sermon on the Mount). Finally, these realm words encourage believers to see themselves as the
true people who belong to God's heavenly kingdom by his sovereign revealing will (Matt. 16:17),
who do his will on earth as it is in heaven @1&:9-10; 7:21; 12:50) and administer his earthly
church as it is administered in heaven (Matt. 2698

2Matt. 6:10; Rev. 5:13 adds a realm, "under the earth," meaning 'in the seas, waters' Exod. 20:4,
but we were not created to dwell in that place.

SEarthly assembly means two or more believe
Matthew 18:20; see also the heavenly assembly in Hebrews232:2Rct angels are also
present in both assemblies, while fallen angels may be present in earthly &ssembl

4 Creation means our physical bodies living among the earthly creatures and in the material
creation includingour physical health. Gen. 2:15; Acts 17:26; 1 Tidt. R8n. 1:20

SDiaspora s t he Romani zed form of the Greek word
means that believers live among the +@imristians in the world and have to engage with
ungodly worldviews, false religions, and cultures (1 Pet. 1:1; Jas. 1:1).
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(adultery, abuse, neglect, addiction) but only devetapard, spiritual, and soul
applications of these Psalms to the traumatized wives they referenced. While
the women were counseled to trust God as shepherd and hope in God as the
resurrecting Savior after our light and momentary suffering is completed,
students seldom develop the Lidl theme of mediate representation to
intervene irmateriaphysical or relatiomays. To that end, this book is written

to help readers make every effort to memorizbiategrate a worldview that

sees daily evidence of the inward (spiritual) and outward (mateedkdtional)
punishments of sin in this world (WLC 28) and the importance of our mediate
representation that brings joy to the world by counseling, intercedamg,
administrating thelex Christilessing of obedience. Traumatized sheep such
as these wives need church shepherds, counselors, police, or social workers t
rescue them from suffering. We must creatively develop wagdnunistrate

lex Christip reassurereform, andemove, expressed in tangible forms. Help

in family abuse cases must be diaconal, physical, mdaiedhrelated, and
related to locations of safetyoordinating variousesources.

Considering these Westminster categories, we must augment the typical
definition of biblical counseling as providisgul car®V/e must take our cues
from Westminster's structural patternste f i ne t he counsel
symphonic pedagogical caek i ng di sci pl es using
helping people know God and his work (WLG9D) and knowledgeably
practice their spiritual, relational, and material duties (WLGXH6) in their
realms (heavenly, earthly) and places (assembly, creatiGaspata).
Counselors ddnward caresoulrelated to God st4" C) and outward care
(relational 8, 7, 9" C; bodily & C; material #, 8" C) to help counselees
develop prophetic, priestly, and kingly wisdom to engage with their lived
environments (assemblies of believers, creation, and diaspora). We can give
much counsel related to these outward categories, depending on our level of
expertise and knowledge. We can also refer to other competent practitioners
in these outward categories (deacons, careeunselors, educators,
government officials, physicians, financial advisors, and lawyers).
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Figure 2: Symphonic Pedagogical Care for Believers
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In the Figure above, the doctrinal themes of the Westminster Standards
are developed using th®/mphonic attribupesspective, namely that God
reveals his gloryo, on in, and by creation, angels, and men through his
providential works to the elect. The practical theology themes of exemplifying,
proclaiming (prophet), interceding (priest), and administrating (king) are
applied to Scripture, Christ, the Spirit, and the visible cluaccording to the
LORD® decrees regarding angels and men, his providence, and his covenant:
to renew thdex Chrisii his electAs individual believers in the visible church,
we engage redemptively in our realms and places using the 6Rs.

These six perspectives are vital to Reformed, ecalisiral missions,
using the Westminster Standards as our core counseling resource for
counselor training and counselee homework, together with biblical theelogy
oriented Bible book studies which are huibn its foundationd with
applications to all of life.

Irreducible Complexity of Reformed Christianity

Irreducible complexity is a term used to refute Darwinist magvolution
claims by asserting that any | iving
all operate simultaneously for that organism to live. Randwtations to any
single part of the organism would produce death because all the systems
would have to change simultaneously for the organism to stay alive. Here we
use the term in parallel ways to i
an irreducide complexity, and that all he reveals to us is essential to his glory.
Living, healthy, biblical maturity has parts that must all operate together. A
defect in any one part disqualifies one from church leadershipealthy
assurance of salvatidn.

Jonathan Edwards, inrA Treatise Concerning the Religious Affection
distinguishes traits of the true affections of the elect. He notes that, if it is a
genuine work of the Spirit, all the defining traits will be displayed with a

61 Tim. 3 or Tit. 1

7WLC 80; WCF 18 Of the Assurance of Grace and Salv&emn? Pet. 113; 1 John or James

8 Jonathan EdwardsA Treatise ConcertfieReligious Affectiorns, 4 ofThe Works of President
Edwards in Eight VollM@sester: Isaiah Thomas, Jr, 1808;Z8.4°DF dook.
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oObeauti f ul symmetry and proportion
Christ upon them. . . . [T]he joy and comfort of the [saints] is attended

with godly sorrow and mourning for sin. There is both love for God and

love for all men without distinction.fer e i s | ove for mer
material needs. They both trust God for their salvation and for their daily
bread. Hatred of sin hates all sins in proportion to their sinfulness. They
follow Christ at all times and places and remain zealous for (keda

living spring of water. They have both private devotion and public praise

for God.

In a similar example, an interesting study by Jon Nielsavhile
admitting no formulas for success, starts by studying parenting styles. He
looks at both those who raised healthy adult Christian children and those
whose children left the faith. His findings also confirm this thesis of
irreducible complexity in feily health by defending five interdependent
principles for successful parenting styles. The first principlébagancing
control and freedom with natural gospeéntered conversations in everyday
life. The second principle modelingvhich shows the same integrity, such as
tone of voice, at home as in church. The third principle igtispelmpowered
by the Spirit: the core of power to change, the transforming force that parents
seek after in their childrenofeuth i ves
principle is welcoming and joyfullgharingarenting responsibilities and
influence with the larger Christian community rather than isolating the
children to the parents as the only correct authority. The fifth principle is
friendshigvith children, enjoying time together, which counterpoints other
times of serious spiritual guidance. These irreducible complexities can easily
apply to any discipling relationship.

The Reformed Faith and Life as Assurance of Salvation
El ect beli eversbo four a s-sniom with ¢ e f é

Christ as mediator expressed in hope, love, and repentéfices, we look to
Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith. Looking to Jesus means walking

9 Jon Nielson Faith that Lasts: Raising Kids that Don't Leave (RertCiuashington: CLC
Publications, 2016)
101 Thess. 11D; 2 Pet. 113, 1 Johal. 5:6
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in conformity with the derivative attributes of Christ declaredus, formed
inus by the Spirit, and representbeglusto others, together with repentance
for any disconformity. This assurance draws its power and certainty from
faith focused on union with the crucified and resurrected Christ and the Spirit
witnessing with our Spirit of our adoption (WLC 69, 80; Rom. &0

Jonat han Ré&idioua Affectititsves us principles to use as
evidence of assured salvation, similar to how the derivative attributes are
developed above. When the tree is good, the fruit will be good (Matt. 12:33).
These inner spiritual qualities evince actual saving change. Edwards use
holiness and glory as his summary
and beauty. According to Edwards, men are genuinely converted and entitled
to assurance of salvation if they have the following qualities:

1. TheHoly Spirittransforms them into the likeness@fo d 6 s at t r

2. They are regenerated by a spiri

3. They love God primarily because of his beautiful holiness, as

displayed in all his works.

4. Theyrenew theirmindsteseeGodds gl ory i n Scri
They have firm faith, which rests on the triune God revealed in
Scripture, persevering in trials.

They are humbled in heart by their sinfulness before a Holy God.

They have an abiding change of heart to love andikat&od.

They demonstrate the attributes of Christ revealed in Scripture.

They have a tender spifitalert to temptation, quickly convicted by

Scripture, and quick to repent.

10. They show proportion and balance in all the fruits of the Spirit.

11. They continually seek after God and after holiness of the heart.

12. They demonstrate love for God by constantly ordering their lives by
his Word until death.

13. They demonstrate publicly the fruits of the Spirit and obedience to

Godds revealed wildl
14. They base their assurance of salvation on demonstrated conformity to

Godds nature and will

o1

© N

11Jonathan Edward#\ Treatise Concerning the Religious Adfeatini@arlisle: Banner of Truth,
1961).
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Not e t hat Edwar ds o t hemes evince
symphoniclex Christrision. Converted men receive the Triune symphonic
persons revealing all their glorious symphonic attributes. They receive
Scripture as the perfect representat
their need to become Christlike, and their sinful ueliless. That Christlike
renewal is irreducibly complex, balanced in proportionality, and conforms to
moraklaw holiness. These traits together provide the assured evidbate
we are saved.

The Westminster Confession ofltF&ith7 ( 0 Of Good Works
critical elements to works that are pleasing to God. First, our hearts must be
purified by faitii that is, reconciled to God and forgiven of sins by believing
his promises in the gospgefor any good work to be acceptaltie God.
Second, we must do good works in response to the teaching of Scripture since
we are informed, guided, and directed by the Word in all of life, continually
being taught to observe all Christ commanded (2 Tim.-B71@Matt. 28:19).

And third, we musdo good works for the glory of God as our highest motive.
Doing good works for Godds glory is
them to demonstrate our thankfulness to God for our salvation, enjoy
strengthened assurance of salvation as we seaaensing likeness to Christ,
participate in building up our fellow believers, model a healthy Christian life

to the world, silence the critics and enemies ofdbspel, receive from God

our daily bread and clothing through useful work, and steward nrederve

the fruits of our |l abors to be used

One final confirming perspective is to show that the assurance of the new
heaven and earth reward belongs to those who have fuligle@hristuties.
The saints who overcome will inherit the promised rewards (Rev. 21:7). Here,
interpreters notice that these oOover
Revelatiort? because they are exemplifying, proclaiming, interceding, and
administratinglex Christighteousnes8 characteristics which are opposite
to those who receive judgmeriRevelation 21:8 lists the aséix Christi
disobedience of those thrown into the lake of fire. The sequence below
parallels that text, paraphrasing thex Christtbedience of those who have
deft Babyl on 0 eButadfor the obes (o are hold ithesges, :

2Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 265312, 21
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unafraid of persecution and death for the name of Chifstrsevering in
saving faith to the en#iliving lives holy to the.orRD (Rev. 1:3), honoring
human life!® honoring marriage? worshiping God under his covenant
requirement$’and speaking the trutfetheir portion will be the new home of
righteousness prepared for those whose names were written in the slain
Lambds book of Il i f e befdSRewrnirighoethef o u
Edenic theme that Adam was barred from eating the fruits of the tree of life
(Gen. 3:222 4 )Tq thene who conquers | will grant to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the paradise of Godod (F

Godds Glory Transforms the Christ

The goal of this book is to help readers integrate the attributes of God into
more aspects of their lives: in the assembly of believers, in creation, in their
being OscattbeédévamsesngAso®Bodds at
applied to believerthrough the gospel, we will better understand the God
centered nature of using the Bible for transformative tasks and how to look to
God as the source for the ways in which those ministries reflect his glory.

Elect believers express love, joy, praise, and delight when these attributes
are reflected by Gopdopld whem relationships, by
creatures, designed tools, and living spaces are correctly functioning. We join
God in emotionally affirming, oIt |
no more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the groundphhes to
make his blessing flow far as the
hymns and songs of faithThen we can teach these truths to our disciples.
For example, Paul writes of his love for and joy in seeing the effects of the grac
of God in the Philippian believers and Timothy, and he prays that their

1BRev. 2:3, 10, 13; 3:8; 10:11; 12:11; 20:4

14Rev. 1:9; 12:11

15Rev. 6:911; 7:147; contrasts with glorifying self and living in luxury Rev. 18:7

16Rev. 2:14,16, 23

17Rev. 2:146; 5:134; 12:11; 148 15:3

18Rev. 3:8; 12:11

19Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; 21:27; Phil. 4:3

0] saac Watts, 0 JPoegbyteriamm Hyminad: HWviosy Psdlms) and Spiritual Sc
(Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1990).
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maturing example would give even greater cause for his’'jgyhen
repentance from sin is evident, believers rejoice and comfort and acceptance
are extended to the one who repefitShus, in discipleship communities, all

rejoice when any details of thesgmphonic attributes reflected by any

di sciple or other believers in the a

When reflections of thessymphonic attribtaes diminished, obscured,
scorned, resisted, or persecuted, elect believers express compassion for the
physical needs of othef8hatred of sin and wickedneg$grief at sin?®
sorrow and weeping over physical dedtand zeal for good works to help
those in need’ In discipleship communities, everyone should learn and
practice compassion, grief, hatred, and sorrow when these attributes are
contradictedi and pursue discipline for repentance.

All good discipleship models are analogical, and all faithful ministers of
the Word choose perspectives that em
(persons and attributes) to transform his covenant people. Because of the
immense complexity of definingh® God is and tracing reflective patterns in
the various genres of Scripture, no analogical perspectives are ultimate or
final22 However, a more comprehensive model of God accounts for more of
the complexities of the biblical data and enables us to use that model to
understand and evaluate other discipleship models. The larger our model, the
better we can select and teach relevatiributes of God to strengthen
corresponding weaknesses in our disciples.

21pPhjl. 1:36, 911; 2:2, 2P3; 4:1

222 Cor. 2:7

23Matt. 25:3540; 1 John 3:-168; Jas. 1:27; Gal-B9

24Rev. 2:6

252 Cor. 2:4; 6:12; 7171 ; share the Spiritds grief Eph. 4 :
261 Thess. 4:13

2TTit. 2:14

28\We could do another study on the dozens of names for the Triune God and the derivative
names believers share in Him. We could classify all the Proverbs by character traits, showing
how this wisdom is fulfilled in Christ and applied to us by the moral laitten in our hearts.

We could study the derivative emotions of the sanctified believer in the Psalms and show how
Christ prays, sings, and fulfills these Psalms. For an explanation of multiple perspectives in
theological formulation, see Vern S. Poythr&snphonic Theology: The Validity of Multiple
Perspectives in The@bdlpsburg: P&R, 2001).
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We look to Christ for his transformative discipleship of us, which then
enables us to participate constructively in the same process for those under
our authority. We learn humility when we see our weaknesses and limitations,
especially when faced withthgr avi ty of the task,
others in the discipline and instruction of theRrRDS(Eph. 6:4). We look to
Christ to guide us as we train others, in order that we might all bear fruit in
union with him?2°

The Reformed faith (what we believe about the Triune God and his work)
must function in integrated harmony with the Reformed life to produce unity
in the faith, healthy likeness to Christ, protection from instability caused by
every wind of false doctrinproper cooperation in the earthly assembly, and
solid assurance of salvatiéhAs stated in Chapter 2eceiving and adopting
theConfession of Faiitth theCatechismotheReformed Churchshould mean
we accept the six observable perspectives in the Westminster Standards
dfaithfully representing the theology taught in the Holy Scriptudes.

I nstructors in seminaries and Bi bl
ordination examiners inpresbyteries should consider adopting these
perspectives as part of the curriculum and the ordination requirements,
respectively.

To produce this transformation, the Reformed faith must be taught in
memorable ways that integrate with our lived experience. This book develops
various new vocabulary terms and illustrations, together with some newly
developed catechism questions and aaswIt also provides the Lex Christi
DRLSRsCounseling Case ForrRefer to thé\ppendix p. 27278, and website
www.bethoumyvision.nefor color PDF illustrations.

Godds Glory Transforms I nternatio

Due to many marriage and famillated problems, the desire for
practical familyoriented tools of the BC movement is growing among the
Chinese churches. Along with the great benefits of more Chinasslated
BC resources, the USA BC movement has eggais fragmented doctrine of
sanctification, using various Bible texts in isolated topical studies on marriage,

29John 15:5
30Eph. 4::16; 2 Pet. 213; 1 John
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parenting, counseling methods, and psychology critique. Its biblical
instruction needs more reference to our unifying Reformed core.

These six perspectives are vital to reforming Reformed, -crdggal
missions and to the appeal of our practical theology ministries. These
perspectives must shape an immersive biblical worldview, integral to every
counseling class. Here is what thatksdike at CRTS.

WLC is the core counselor training and application text throughout the
MABC curriculum. For our core MA/MDiv practical theology course titled
ORef or med Fai tWestminstat Founddiiomis i$ part of ithe
required reading and the basis for spgaf oup di scussi on (1
Refl ectiondéd questions at the end of
require them to compare all WLC proof texts derived from Ephesians with
the symphonic pedagogical outline of WLC and observe structural
similarities and differences. To prevent MABC students from simply
transferring USA BC content and methodology, they must absorb whole
books of Scripture and think practically about applying those texts.

I nstruction continues wigtyh aan dc oQuorusnes e
in which students study theological outlines for variduoks of the Bibland

some of the pastoral counseling implications for each book. Students develop
their theological outline structur ec
pedagodral perspective, starting with the WLC Scripture index for that book

and doing intertextual interpretive studies within that book from the
perspective of one text. Using the Ex ChrisDRLperspectives as a
hermeneutical lens within the 6Rs application format, every counseling class
emphasizes a biblical theologyiented study of a book of the Bible with
applications to the c!l| asGCsoutnospeilci.n gl,not
a teabing approach similar to Bible Study Fellowship (BSF). Sttsleme

assigned a weekly range of texts from the book of James connected to a topic,
such as 0 Wi-8;8:e38) and prepare thedChrisDRLSRSform

applied to themselves as the case study to participate in dauresmall

group discussion (limited to five students) guided by an assistant leader. Then,

the teacher presents his preparation of those texts to the whole class for about
one hour, modling the use of the form, using an intertextual interpretive
method, and showing connections to WLC and personal applications. Class
ends with a brief return to small group time for reflection on the teaching and
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prayer3*Other classes require student biblighleological study of core books

of the Bibléand practice using thex ChristDRLSRsform to connect those
texts with relevant counseling case
(Romans), oOYouth Counselingd6 (Prov:«
t he cont ext of Matt hew), oPsal ms
Psychologia | Theoriesdé (WLC symphonic pe
2:8 in context of the whole book),
MABC students take Internships B (Observation) and C (Counseling
Supervision) and practice using tleex ChrisDRL6Rs form for case reporting.
Most MABC students use a biblical theology method in their graduation

t hesi s, perhaps titled O0Using the
Married Couples How tUpon@maduationoMABJ h e
studentshaverepeatedlyapplied the siXex Chrisfierspectives agcognitive
lensand have usetthat lens to practicereative intertextual thinking about

the pastoral application of Bible bookse actual counselingrelationships
Sincetheir cognitiveassimilationhas beeronstantlymodeled by respected
faculty and motivated by their Westminster St a n d aonfessidhal
commitments they begin to experiencdelightful assurance h at Goc
blessed face shinds, on and in them, and that hiscovenaméeconciliation
affectiorare reflectedythem. They haveyrowing confidence taact on what

they have received twounsel believers artdach BC in their churches and
counseling center§heyunderstanddesireand livethe blessed lifé3

31This structure works as regular semester classes f@erson and online learning since
weekly exposure helps students grasp the method by the third week. This structure only works
well as an intensive one or tweeek class when students have alreadyetakeveral classes to
become familiar with how to use thex ChrislDRL6Rs form and are required to prepare in
advance.

32The most significant books for translation would be a systematic theology like Wilhelmus
BrakelA Chri sti andseReadbPorbFaer Seevi Séeudyd at
biblical theologies of individual Bible books, and commentaries that see individual texts with
continual reference to the theology of the whole book. For exemplary excellence, see Bruce K.
Waltke and (harles YuAn Old Testament Theology: An Exegetical, Canonical, and Th
Approadierand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011) and books in the New Studies in Biblical Theology
Series, edited by D.A. Carson, Biblical Theology of the New Testament Series edited by Andrea:
J. Kostenberger, and c dhmmespd Accordmg tBilafiNeve D . |
Testament CommentaSeries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990).

33Gen. 1:28as. 1:12,;2511; Prov. Bd31; Ps. 161 Matt. 5:312 Rev14:1319:920:6; 22:14
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The Spiritanointed Servant has come to briley Chrisjustice to the
nations, neither growing faint nor being discouraged until he has established
lexChrisfiusti ce on the earth, and ofor h
l aw and make i t12,@1; d.Deub 46). Since thd Seraant did 2 :
not grow faint or become discouraged udik Chrispustice was established
in Saul as a bruised reed he would not break, or when using Paul to bring his
law to the Gentile coastlands, let us share in his work of restoring bruised
reed teachersf-counselors by a retrieval of the luxuridak Christin our age.

Crosscultural seminary educators are invited to consider whether this
immersive model of understanding and teaching the Reformed Faith and Life
better conforms to our ministerial \
Confession of Faith and the Cateahss of this Church, as containing the
system of doctrine t aviagGod usé thisbbdk® Hol
assist us in that faith and life transforming process to bring joy to the world!

For Further Study

WilhelmusaBrakelA Chr i sti ands Reasonable S

See hapters 43 Traits of True Spirituality; 44 Sanctification and
Holiness; 45The Law of God; 465 The Ten Commandments; B&: On
various topics of the Christian liend temptations

Roger C.S. Erdviggeyond Biblical Integration: Immersing You and Your Studer
in a Biblical WorldJilanitou Springs: Summit Ministries, 2023)

For Reflection

i. How does irreducible complexity in the Reformed faith protect us from
false doctrine?

i. How does irreducible complexity in the Reformed life protect us from
false assurance?

i. Do el ect believers automatically r
when they come to saving faith? Why or why not? In your own words, try
to explain the tension.

iv. Are your joyful emotions triggered by enjoyment of likeness to Christ in
yourself or others? Are emotions of grief and sorrow triggered by
unlikeness to Christ?

v. What has been your experience of either teaching or receiving Reformed
t heol ogical education in conmpari sor



Afterword

Joy to the World Series

This series is intendedo be a compilation of my lif® labors. In the
context of pastoral and seminary teaching, it is a work in progress. | call this
projected seriedoy to the Wdyktause the method explaiand teaclkeshow
Gods glorybrings jos to the world The chapters of this book represent
summaries of years of work related to this pragandertaking, which has
been to organize the attributes of God in relation to human mirroring of these
attributes, both in believers and nonbelievers. The material can be used for
specific training purposes among church leaders (pastors, churalodaers,
biblical counselors, seminary students) as well as to foster general maturity
among believers, so that they may be stimulated to understand and apply
biblical truth in life.

After considering my calling to serve the Chinese people, the copyright
limitations on multiple digital uses once a book is published in the dsd,
the difficulties of providing printed books to some of our Chinese brothers
and sisters, | decided tse thecommon copyright, share alike form&Q by
SA https://creativecommons.org/licenses/bg/4.0/ | have createdthe
website www.bethoumyvision.neto allow free PDF downloadingf all the
latest versios of my written and illustrated resources| have my own
publishing companyin Lancaster,Pennsylvania, USAwith its website at
www.unveiledfacesreformedpress.n&ummary versions of mywritten
material or new ideas in progressill be accessibleon one of these two
websites The Englishprinted bookswill be availablefor purchasdahrough
Westminster Bookdore https://www.wtsbooks.com/while the Chinese
edition will be distributed by The Reformed Press Co. Taiwan
https://www.crtsbooks.net/

My goal,LoRD willing, isto write a Joy to the Waskties of connected
works specifically for Chinese translation. This first book calfédstminster
FoundationSpd@ Glory as an Integrating Perspective on Reforreggldiheology
the six integrating perspectives from tiestminster Standardshat helps
ustrace connectionwith in the doctrines of Reformed theologysimplified
edition of thisWestminster Foundatioog will be produced foyouth and
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Christian educators Based onthese resourcesa forthcoming series of
application bookswill covermany practical topics of the Christian life using
thesesix Westminsterperspective. In my own ministry context, these will
betranslated anaffered to the Chinese believers in hopes that it will prevent
increasing fragmentation of the Christian life from its doctrinal foundations.
David Powlison proposes that we needzand UnifiedTheory(GUT)
of systematic pastoral practidd have put forward this models a way of
answering Powlisons challenge. lhave linked my project with the
Westminster Standardsand with suggested readings from Wilhelmas
BrakeB A Christialh Reasonable Sdtgsitanslatorpublishersshare my vision
to make important Reformed resourcagailable in public domain in English
This fourvolume work wagecently translated into simplified Chinese and
available in both free digital amqtinted forms My vision is to make the glory
of theLORD and his wonderful attributes more accessible to Christians from
every nation and language throudine shared participation of teachers,
authors, and translators in theisible church without the limitations of
copyright laws My CC by SA copyright gives automatmermission to
translate for free distribuion among different target languagebhis is
especially for the benefit of the persecuted churches where printed matter is
not accessibland some publishers are reticenstdldigital copiesl hopemy
work can become a type of public domain project among conservative
Reformed theologians and practitioners servallgover the world in many
languaged hope it will become a collaborative series, like many oemce
software and operating systemshose contributorscontinue to refine and
improve on the GUTCompetent contributors in manyareas of expertise
would shardree PDFehapters or booken accessible websites.

POSSIBLE APPLICATION BOOKSWestminster& Six Perspectives
applied to children, marriage parenting, Christian education preaching
creation science interpreting various genres of Scriptyrgpologeticsand
evangelismcritique of pychologicaltheories politics, and marketplace
ministry.

Pray for God tgivewisdomto allcontributorsto bring goy to the world 6

Tim Yates
March B, 2024



Appendix
Westminster FoundationsAt aGlance
SECTION ONE

SUMMARY CATECHESIS

Q. 1: Elect believer, what do you believe abouLtbmDE glory revealed to you?

A. 1: By decree of the Father uniting me to Christ in the effectual work of the
Spirit through the Word, | believe the TriungdORDhas revealed the glory of
his supraactuatingsuprarighteousnesmd supracovenamelationakttributes
through his persons and worke me that |, as his mediate representative,
might have His derivativéormativebilitieslex Christi virtuesid covenant
relational affectiofiectedon inandbyme.

Q. 2: What are the blessings lei Christibedience in this life?

A. 2: In this world still under the creationgdrovidential postfall curses, all

bl essings related t dex Chhstule inasdndtheat i
entire creation are sourced from the Father and come to us through mediate
representatives. The exact represe
Word; approximate representatives are creation order, angels, man, and
creatures. Thee blessings are inward in the soul, such as mutually synergistic
peace of conscience toward God and his lawniomwith Christ, adoption

to sonship, spiritual discernment, renewed holy affections, and hope of glory
(0 39, 1@ C). These blessings are outward, in the mskhsory body,
experiencing materialelational blessings in timspace synchronies {4C),
physical bodies ® C), material resources on a portion of this earth (3,

and relationships (8 authority-submission; # C marriage, family) and
reputations (9' C). We respond to these inward and outward gldngssings
revealedous,onus,andinus with legitimate derivative happiness that must

be disciplined with thankful contentment (¥OC). These all combine to
nurture our chief and highest purposes to glorify and enjoy Gbd 3t C;

WLC 1). Further, these blessings must be refledigds to others while
awaiting their eternal perfection in the new heavens and new earth and the
removal of the punishments of sin in this world.



274 W ESTMINSTERFOUNDATIONS GOD&GLORY INTEGRATES REFORMEDTHEOLOGY

Q. 3: Elect believer, what do you believe about the mateative of the
dominion of the righteousORD (DRL)?

A. 3: That the righteous triune king has graciously given hisbseHthed
Scripture for establishing his dominion of righteousness on the earth among
mankind. He has given his Scriptuceus for revealing his righteous election,
and in his time, working saving faith in us by the Spirit; for uniting us to Christ,
the righteous Saviekord-King; to show us our unrighteousness unto
repentance for forgiveness of our sins by the propitiation ®fchoss; for
applying the dominion of his righteousnessto ys bChr i st 6 s r es
credited in justification and written on our hearts for daily sanctification; for
joining us to his righteous assembly to bless us with edifying gifts; and to give
us enduring hope in the finalization of his kingdom by bringindpody and

soul into his newly prepared creation, the home of righteousriBsshe
mystery of his sovereign will, our triune king hgisenhis enemieslp to
unrighteousnesso blind and harden them unto religious pluralism, laziness,
worldly wealth, caresof this world, fear of those who can kill the body,
ignorance, superstition, idoworship, false religion, atheism, humanism,
national and political pride, hatred, and persecution; passing them by and
leaving them in their sins; providing for their physical needs; administering
temporal judgments; and patiently enduring until he finadiyecutes his
unrestrained, eternal wrath in his prepared hell.

Q. 4. Elect believer, what do you believe about pastoral practice, namely,
evangelism, apologetics, missions, biblical counseling, teaching, preaching,
Christian education, marketplace ministry?

A.4.That all last daypractical theology is the Fathelecreedninistry of the

risen LORD Jesus Christ to Spidindwell and senchis linguistically and
culturally adapted ambassadots exemplify, mercifully proclaim, boldly
intercedeandskillfully administrate the past, preseahd promisedominion

of the Righteoud.ORD by the six perspectives in their realms (heavenly &
earthly) and places (assembly, creation, diaspiwradheir subjectsising six
Romethods 6Rs) of blessed engagemeResearch (what is revealed) to
accurately Reckon, choosing appropriate ways to build up the subject
(Reassure,Reform and Remove) with evaluation of theéresults (the
ambassador strives for an engagement that is received by the subjects with the
intended results of training in righteousness).
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SECTIONTWO
Master lllustration

Triune Symphonic Persons reveal Symphonic Attributes Perspectives by Representatives

R
Symphonic attributes g A Symphonic Persons perspective: each person
e )
perspective: The glory of God's 6/ g f ofthe Trinity has arole in his works of \&
Supra-actuating, supra- f ] Fa""e" creation and providence (Father decrees, Son »
righteousness and supra- . ] accomplishes decree and Spirit applies -
familial attributes are revealed decree)to reveal his glory by representative t .
t°':"‘ in :‘d by hiscreatio persons (angels & man, the Word made flesh) R 11
and providence \,
0 — .. the home of lex Christi
A A righteousnessin the
o | - ; iy CAY renewed heavens and earth
! Pl =Son > VAR TR ¢ Christ returns: Consummation:
N~ God-man A S~ . Resurrection: soul & body rejoined
ascension ' S A . kX
b /3cripture (rule of faith &duty) .. the eternal diaspora

Triuna God's Decrees aboutangels and men
Symphonic  / (reprobation, election) \ \
LexChristi | Creation, Providence

covenant-relational attributes filtered by
Covenantsto men with lex Christi motif \
Christ judges reprobate and reconciles elect
incarn fulﬁlslkw f
propitiat ]ustrﬁcaﬁon A o

Spirit applies election
Vlslhle church: Word, sacraments, worship
/ Invisible church: Effectual callto saving
/faith: repentance, forgiveness, justification,
y adoption, sanctification, good works,
liberty, assurance, perseverance

ofthe unholy onesin
the anti-lex Christi=hell

SHYOM SIHONV 00D 3AILI3SH3d TVID0OVA3d JINOHANAS

Fallen

angels evil— Govel

-

i
‘common grace,

God’
=] temporal judgments on
~" e

; - th:ﬁ% Tusts /

g NV

-1 ic commandments

perspective

g ic morali L+ e

Manin Mam:wl Man in Christ: body-soul with
renewed lex Christi virtues
reorienting
AL formative abilities and

covenant relational affections covenant relational affections

BLESS: Serve as scattered resident alien-
pilgrimsin all areas of life and work, as
Christ’s ambassadors to non-Christians with

BLESS: Discipleship using gifts to build
saving faith (church and para<church and
wherever two are gathered in Christ’s

BLESS: Stewardship;
UNDER CURSE: enmity with
creatures & cursed creation

evangelism, apologetics and works of mercy;
CURSE: warfare against spiritual evilin

injury, death and unpredictabili
heavenly & earthlyrealms i P g

=frustrated labordue tosin, illness,

name Matt 18:20);
CURSE: warfare-discipline cut off old self
and excommunicate unrepentant sinners

Lex Christi DRL*** Ministry Vision: All last days practical theology is the Father-decreed ministry of the risen Lord Jesus Christto
Spirit-indwell and send his linguistically and culturally adapted ambassadors to exemplify, mercifully proclaim (prophets), boldly
intercede (priests) and skillfully administrate (kings) the past, present and promised lex Christidominion of the righteous Lowo by
the six perspectives mthar realms (heavenly & earthly) and places ( ly, creation, diaspora) to their subjects using six “R”

hods (6Rs) of red researchto accurately reckon, choosing appropriate ways to build upthe subject
(reassure, reform and r'mwc}\mlh evaluation of theresults.

Figure 1(repeated) Lex ChrisfDRLSRsSix Perspectives Summary
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Interpretive Key to Master Figure:

Line arrowsA Lines pointing from God or angels means thegyresent
or do what the color means for péeplLines pointing back to God means
people do this for God. Lines between people means people reflect his material
stewarding and providing likeness to each other.

»

Blue linesrepresenthe perfect communion of God within himself

&
<

Blue words representthe Lord® supraactuatingand ma® derivative
formative abilities. Gray words represent thelLord® supralex Christi
attributes and ma derivativdex Christiirtues.

Green lines, words and symbols represent spiritual-relationat
material blessgsto Christ as fully man, God telectangelselectman&
creation man to each other and creatidnotted green lines represent
temporal spiritualrelationalmaterial blessgs tothe reprobate.

< »
< Ll

Red lines, words and symbolsrepresentspiritual,-relationatmaterial
curses to Christ as sifbearing representative, Godfalenangelsreprobate
man & creation, man to each other aondreation

\

Red or greencurved lines and wordeepresent an imageensing, lens
filter metaphor, filtering different attributes to reflect based on whether the
relationship is consideredn covenanbor coutside covenand.

< »
< »

_30 Orange lines, words and human figureswith a derivative
J"Qﬂ attributes in heart represent transformation into Chr&tlikeness or
union with Christ in heavenly assembly.

Purple words represent a mixture of blessed and cursgiritual-
relationatmaterialreflectionsin the threeplacesby humaninteractionswith
each other and with creation

The golden figure of the incarnate Christ with jewel heart
represents the perfect, sinless righteousness of the human Christ, with
the derivative attributes of the divine nature fully formed in him, the moral
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law written on his heart and reflected in his life, as Ultimate Prophet, Eternal
High Priest and King of all Kings, in heaven and on earth, in assembly,
creation and diaspora.

ﬁ; The red cross represents Chiisthuman nature as sihearing

propitiation, enduring the cursed face of God on behalf of the elect, so
that they are forever delivered from the cursed face of God and have their sins
forgiven.

@ The empty tomb symbolizes the resurrection and exaltation of Ghrist
humanity to God right hand to send the Spirit to apply his redemption. His
resurrection also proves his righteousness. Faith in God raising him by the
power of the Spirit credits his righteousness to us.

.m The old self lying down symbolizes that the new creature

united to Christ has died to the old sinful nature (red line from
orange figure) and has a cursed face relationship to hate and put off the sin
nature.

The red figures represent natect, some as hypocrites in the
assembly that should be disciplined with excommunication (red
cursed face line from orange eleand others who live and work in
the created world and form their own alternate worldview, religions

and culturesBut by common grace, these peahlewmanylex Christelated
neighbor kindnesses various cultures

face relationship (red lines) to all the netect, though presenting

@ Fallen angels, represented by the red dragon, have only a cursed
the illusion of(green)temporalblessingat times

The six Westminster perspectives are shown on the magdnng,
while the names for theloctrinestaughtin the Westminster Standardsre
shown inlight blue.
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